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“He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.”
John 1:11.

I WOULD very frankly confess at the outset that I am not about to
preach from the words of this text and that I have selected it solely be-
cause it contains an epitome of man’s behavior towards the Savior. He
came unto His own people, the Jews, and answered in every particular to
the descriptions which their Prophets had given. But as they were looking
for a temporal leader who should dazzle them with an earthly kingdom,
they would not acknowledge the true Messiah. And though He continued
to come unto them preaching and working such miracles among them as
no other man did, so that their unbelief was without excuse, they still re-
jected Him. This was a gross act of ingratitude. It was superlative kind-
ness which brought Jesus to that nation in particular and to the sons of
men in general—it was supreme ingratitude when that nation, alas, in
thlis representing us all, would not receive Him, but rejected the Lord of
Glory.

I use our text as an illustration of the ingratitude of men towards our
Lord, and it is upon that subject that I intend to preach at this time. I lay
the charge against not only those who lived in Christ’s day, but against
mankind in general—against this assembly in particular—and against
myself, also, in sad measure. We have treated the Lord ungratefully and
have not rendered unto Him according to the benefits received. In com-
mencement, we shall speak upon the fact that those among whom Jesus
lived were guilty of ingratitude towards Him. Secondly, coming home to
ourselves, we shall dwell more at length upon the lamentable fact that we,
too, are guilty of ingratitude towards Him. We shall close by observing,
What then? What follows out of this? What lessons are we to learn from
it?

I. First then, THE PEOPLE AMONG WHOM OUR LORD DWELT WERE
GUILTY OF INGRATITUDE TOWARDS HIM. They were a favored people
above all nations. It was a distinguishing mark of Divine favor that the
Messiah should be born among them. They ought to have received Him
with delight. His signs and evidence of Messiahship were clear enough. He
worked among them unexampled miracles, and He spoke as no other man
spoke, yet they rejected Him, treating their best friend as though He had
been their worst foe. This was a high-handed act of national ingratitude!

Special cases occurred in our Lord’s life involving still greater ingrati-
tude. Among the people of Israel many became partakers of our Lord’s
healing power. Many blind eyes did He bless with sight. Into many deaf
ears did He cause sound to enter. Not a few lame men leaped as an hart
at His bidding, and many that were sick of palsy and all manner of dis-
eases were suddenly restored by His word. Yet the mass of these healed
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ones did not become His disciples, for the number of His male disciples,
after He had ascended, was about 120—yet our Savior had not healed
merely120, but, according to the Evangelists, many hundreds—I might,
without exaggeration, say many thousands had been partakers of His
healing benefits! They were in their own persons testimonies to the Lord’s
Divine power and yet they did not worship Him!

From where did this obstinate unbelief come? Strange ingratitude this
must have been, that a man should owe to Christ his eyes, and yet refuse
to see in Christ his Savior—that he should owe to Christ the tongue with
which he spoke, and yet should be silent in the great Physician’s praise!
Yet so it was. Many were healed, but few believed. We know, moreover,
that our Lord fed thousands of hungry persons. He multiplied loaves and
fishes, and fed crowds so that they did all eat and were filled. For a time
He was very popular with them—as anyone will be who has loaves and
fishes to distribute—and they would have made him a king, for idle men
much desire a monarch who will supply their needs and relieve them from
personal labor.

Yet these persons had no affection for His person or doctrine, but fol-
lowed Him simply and alone for what they could get from Him. Many of
these selfish followers, doubtless, gave their voices against Him and
shouted, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” They ate bread with Him and lifted
up their heel against Him. Surely, after sitting at a table so marvelously
supplied, reason itself would have suggested to every feaster that their
Host must be a Prophet sent of God, if not God Himself. ‘Tis strange, ‘tis
passing strange, ‘tis amazing that men receiving so much at His hands
should still remain unbelievers in Him.

The same treatment was dealt out to our Lord when He acted as the
Teacher of the people. He taught them pure Truths of God in the best
conceivable manner, and small, indeed, was His reward. They could not
complain of His sermons, that they were dull and unattractive, or that
they were austere and devoid of sympathy. We never read that a hearer
ever fell asleep under Christ’s preaching, as Eutychus did under the
lengthy discourse of Paul. Neither were any terrified by His looks, as men
have been by fierce fanatic leaders—His ministry was pleasing and
charmed the ear—yet it was ill received. When His sermon at Nazareth
was finished, what was His reward? They took Him to the brow of the hill
and they would have cast Him down headlong had He not escaped!

When He taught the Jews in the Temple, “they took up stones again to
stone Him.” In return for His arguments of mercy, they assailed Him with
the weapons of malice. Though, by declaring the glad tidings of salvation
He rendered to His hearers the most precious service, some of them, in re-
turn, sought to entrap Him in His speech and others gnashed their teeth
in rage against Him. He brought light into the darkness, and the darkness
comprehended it not. Sometimes, when He found around Him a more se-
lect audience than usual, the great Teacher would not merely preach the
elements of the Gospel, but would go more deeply into the mysteries of it,
but He had no thanks for doing so. On one occasion He spoke to them
concerning eating His flesh and drinking His blood—but He had cast His
pearls before swine—they turned again to tear Him apart! And many of
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those who had followed Him up to that point forsook Him and walked no
more with Him.

Even the disciples who were true at heart to Him did not always prize
His sayings well enough to keep them in their minds—and they were not
influenced by His teaching and example so much as they should have
been. How often must the tender bosom of our Lord have been wrung with
anguish over human unkindness? The adder’s tooth of ingratitude left its
print upon Him. Men returned unto Him evil for good, and for the heaped-
up measure of His benevolence they filled up equally high the measure of
their hate. What a plaintiveness is there in that question which He asked
after He had healed 10 lepers, and only one of them returned to thank
Him—“Were there not 10 cleansed, but where are the nine?” as if He had
expected at least that they would thank Him—it was the least they could
do in return for so matchless a blessing as deliverance from a deadly dis-
ease!

Surely, whenever our Lord looked upon the handful of His followers He
must have recollected the hosts upon whom He had conferred benefits,
and said within himself, “Where are the nine?” From that thankless gen-
eration the meek and lowly One received no recompense of love for His
temporal and spiritual bounties. Here and there a grateful woman minis-
tered to Him of her substance, and now and then a thankful soul became
His disciple. But, for the most part there was no response to His love, save
such as that which Jerusalem heard when, for His tearful cries of com-
passion, He received shouts of murderous hate demanding that He should
be crucified!

Dear Brothers and Sisters, the further our Lord Jesus Christ went on
in life the more did He experimentally know the base ingratitude of man-
kind. He lived for them—in obedience to His Father He spent His whole
life for men. He lived first for God’s Glory, and next for love of men. His
meat and drink was to do men good. He forgot Himself—He utterly re-
nounced all ambitious purposes and gave Himself away that He might
seek and save the lost. As a mother devotes herself to her babe so did Je-
sus lay Himself out for men. No! No mother ever loved her babe as Jesus
loved His own which were in the world! And yet, continually, in every way,
men sought to take away His life, which was more valuable to them than
it was to Him—for it was for their sakes, only, that He continued, still, to
live on earth.

How often had He to escape their cruel hands, and when His hour was
come how eagerly did they conspire to hound Him to His death! One
would have thought when the mob stood in the street of Jerusalem howl-
ing out, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” that He must have been a common
informer who had betrayed men for self—or a poisoner who had secretly
tainted the bread of the people with a deadly drug! Or a blasphemer who
had profaned every holy thing! Or a wretch whose character was doubly
dyed in infamy! Instead of which, there stood before that furious crowd
the meekest among men! The most inoffensive, and, at the same time, the
most generous! The most self-denying, the most tender Man of all of
woman born. Yet, how lustily they cry, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” and
when the question is put by the Roman Governor, “Why, what evil has He
done?” they can give no answer to it, and, therefore, they drown the ques-
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tion with their shouts, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Oh, base ingratitude of
men to recompense such a life as His with such a cruel death!

At last that evil generation had its way with the Man of Sorrows and
they took Him after He had been scourged, and led Him away to be cruci-
fied. We know well that He needed not have died even then. One thought
of His could have averted the arrows of death. He had but to will it and
the nails would have sprung from their places, and from the Cross the
Lord would have leaped into the midst of His foes—to their horror and
dismay. He was dying for men! He suffered each pang for men! For men
the crown of thorns! For men the nailed hands! For men the pierced side!
For men the bleeding feet! For men the gall cup! For men the pain! And for
men the thirst! “He saved others, Himself He could not save.”

It was the greatest sacrifice that man had ever made for man, and yet
how was it repaid? The cruel crowd stood around Him and scoffed at His
pains. They made jests upon His Person—they insulted His faith—they
mocked His prayers! O You dear Christ of God, gladly would we have cov-
ered Your sacred body from those lewd and brutal eyes, and sheltered
Your tender spirit from those inhuman taunts, but so it could not be! Man
is allowed to be infamous that You may suffer to the uttermost, and, in so
doing redeem Your people! See the contrast—Jesus loves and man hates!
He dies for sinners, and sinners insult Him in His agonies.

When our Lord had died and had lain in the grave three days, and had
risen again, His rising was for men. He might have gone into His Glory if
He had pleased, but He tarried for 40 days to minister blessings to His
people. The requital which He received from the Jewish people was of the
same evil character. They doubted whether He had risen from the dead at
all, and there were those who were base enough to invent that idle tale
concerning the stealing of His body at night by His disciples. They laid
imposture to the door of the Son of God, and charged the Perfect One with
acting a lie!

O man, how mad you must be! What strange insanity of iniquity is this
that you do thus requite your loving Lord! I think I hear a murmur among
you, as though you said, “Ah, but this was the guilt of the Jews—the
crime of unbelievers. All were not so cruel.” But surely you have forgotten
that in this ingratitude even those who were nearest to Him had a share!
Those who were His immediate companions were ungrateful to Him. What
do you think of him who said, when his Lord had been anointed by a lov-
ing woman’s hand for His burial, that it was a waste? That what was given
to anoint the King of Glory might have been sold for much, begrudging an
offering to that divinely generous One who had given up all for us? One
would have thought that those who abode with Him would have unani-
mously delighted in every honor shown to Him, and one is apt to imagine
that they should more often have interposed to screen Him, if they might,
from the ills of poverty, weariness and need.

Among them all, was there not one who should have pressed hospitality
upon Him again and again, that He might no longer cry, “Foxes have holes
and the birds of the air have nests, but I, the Son of Man, have not where
to lay My head”? At any rate, when it came, at last, to the dying struggle,
should not His bosom friends have watched with Him one hour? Might
they not have guarded Gethsemane’s gates when He left them outside the
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wall? And the three who came within a stone’s cast of His grief and could
hear His groans—could they not have forborne to slumber? Must they
sleep while the Lord is in agony? He excused them, but could they excuse
themselves?

The case of Judas was peculiarly afflicting to our Redeemer’s sensitive
soul. In him treason reached its climax and base ingratitude outdid itself.
Yet Judas was an Apostle—the keeper of his Master’s purse, the friend
who ate bread with Him and lifted up his heel against Him. Shame on
you, Judas! But, alas, you are not alone—others follow your hideous ex-
ample, and some such may be among us! “Lord, is it I?” But, where were
the rest of the disciples? Did they not accompany their Lord to the judg-
ment seat and come forward and boldly bear witness to the righteousness
of His Character? Not one of them was there to do Him service! “All the
disciples forsook Him and fled.” One ventured where he saw his Master’s
ill-treatment, but he thrice denied Him and added oaths and curses, say-
ing, “I know not the Man.” Thus acted those whom He had carried in His
bosom and loved even to the end!

Those to whom He had opened up His inmost soul—who had eaten
with Him His last solemn meal before His passion—untrue to all their pro-
fessions of affection, sought every man his own safety, and left Him to His
fate. Call you not this ingratitude? What is worse than the ingratitude of
bosom friends and Brethren? The indictment lies against all that were of
His day with whom He came in contact, from the worst even to the best.
Where is the advocate who will plead their cause? There was none faithful,
no, not one. Ingratitude stained all.

II. But let us not think severely of them and forget ourselves, for we,
too, are in the same condemnation. This is our second point—WE ALSO
HAVE BEEN UNGRATEFUL TO OUR LORD. While I have been turning
over this subject in my own mind it has deeply affected me. But I feel
quite powerless to produce it before you so that you shall be affected in
the same manner unless God the Holy Spirit shall now be pleased to melt
your hearts. Remember that to bring a charge of ingratitude against a
man is a very strong thing to do. I would not like to be called untruthful. I
should grievously feel it, but to be called ungrateful is equally as degrad-
ing.

Can any accusation be more dishonoring? Ingratitude is a mean and
despicable vice! He who is guilty of it is unworthy of the name of man. A
soldier who had been kindly rescued from shipwreck and hospitably en-
tertained, was mean enough to endeavor to obtain from Philip of Macedon
the house and farm of his generous host. Philip, in just anger, com-
manded that his forehead should be branded with the words, “The un-
grateful guest.” That man must have felt like Cain when the mark of God
was upon him—he must have desired to hide himself forever from the
gaze of man. Prove a man ungrateful and you have placed him below the
beasts, for even the brutes frequently exhibit the most touching gratitude
to their benefactors.

The old classic story of Androcles and the lion rises before us—the man
healed the lion, and years after, the lion, being let loose upon him,
crouched at his feet and acknowledged him as a friend. Only the most de-
spised creatures are used as metaphors of ingratitude! For instance, we
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speak of the donkey which drinks, and then kicks the bucket it has emp-
tied, but we never speak thus of nobler animals. An ungrateful man is
thus lower than the animals! Inasmuch as he returns evil for good, he is
worse than bestial—he is devilish. Ingratitude is essentially infernal. In-
gratitude to friends is vile, to parents it is worse—but to the Savior it is
worst of all!

Therefore, what I shall have to say must not be received with coolness,
as though the charge were a trivial one. It is a very serious matter that we
should be open to an indictment of ingratitude towards the Lord Jesus
Christ. Hear, then, and sorrow as you hear, for I also mourn as I speak! I
lay the charge, first, against Believers—against those of us who are Chris-
tians—and are, therefore, most indebted to Christ’s love and Grace. And
we will observe at the outset that every sin of the Believer has in it a
measure of ingratitude, for, since our Savior has suffered by reason of our
sins, we are ungrateful when we wander into sin! Since He came to de-
stroy the works of the devil—it is ungrateful to build, again, that which He
has destroyed.

Shall that very sin which was the murderer of our Beloved be harbored
by us? The very thought is treason! Since these sins of mine were my best
Friend’s worst enemies, and more to be blamed than the Jews or the Ro-
mans, would it not be a shameless need of love to make them my bosom
companions? Our sins were the nails and our unbelief the spear! Away,
then, with them all! Brothers and Sisters, if we do not watch most care-
fully against our besetting sins we shall be false to our Redeemer. If a
woman saw her husband’s murderer before her and gave her heart to
him, what should we think of her? May the Lord, by His Grace, prevent us
from being equally shameless! May Grace enable us to take vengeance on
our sins because they drew down vengeance on our Savior!

Saints are especially ungrateful to the Lord Jesus when they allow any
rival to set up his throne in their hearts. He, “the chief among 10,000 and
the altogether lovely,” deserves to be admired and adored by our souls—
not only beyond all others—but to the exclusion of all others. If your
hearts were capacious enough to hold a thousand times more affection
than they now contain, the Lord Jesus would deserve it alll If our hearts
were as wide as Heaven, yes, as vast as seven heavens in one—Jesus,
having bled and died for us ought to monopolize all our love! Yet we must
confess that a wife, a child, a friend will steal away our hearts. Ambition
for position, love of pleasure, desire to please, joy in wealth will invade
and conquer a province of our hearts. Oh, base ingratitude which allows
us to set up Dagon in the temple where the Crucified One, alone, should
reign!

Oh, wretched unfaithfulness, which pines after these fleeting things in
preference to the eternal Lover of souls! How common is this ingratitude!
Do I address a single child of God but what must acknowledge, “I am, in-
deed, guilty”? I sorrowfully confess my own offenses against the infinite
love of Jesus in this respect, and will do so before God far more at large
than here would be either fit or profitable. How often, too, might we be
charged with ingratitude when we lose large measures of the Grace which
we have already received. We have power given us, at times, by the Holy
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Spirit, to rise above the dead level of man’s ordinary life, and we climb the
mountain and stand upon a higher platform altogether.

There are times with us when we love the Lord with all our hearts—
when our faith mounts to assurance and all our graces are bright and
strong—but we come down from that mountain almost immediately! Our
feet slide from the glorious elevation! It seems far easier to mount than it
does to tarry aloft upon the wing. The Holy Spirit admits us into peculiar
nearness to the heavenly Father and then we act inconsistently and lose
our communion, and come to follow afar off as so many do. We have the
sweet flavor of Divine love in our mouths and yet desert the banquet ta-
ble—what is this but ingratitude? Is it not a slighting of the precious gifts
of Jesus’ Divine Grace?

He permits us to lean our heads on His bosom and we will not do so!
He stands at our door and knocks, and we refuse to open to him! He calls
us to take our fill of love, and we turn to the poor husks of earth. Have we
not grievously provoked Him? Would He not long ago have divorced His
unfaithful spouse if it had not been true that He hates putting away? Beat
on your breasts, Beloved, and confess your ill manners towards your best
Beloved!

Could we, any of us, plead innocence if the charge were brought in an-
other way, namely, that we render Him but little service and give Him but
lukewarm love? How much have we done for Jesus, after all? How much
have we ever loved Him? How much do we love Him now? I must correct
myself— I ought to have said how little. If we hear of the death of Christ
upon the Cross, we listen to it as coldly as though it were a thrice told tale
with which we had no concern. How is this? Are our hearts like an ada-
mant stone? A silly story of a lovesick maid will bring tears to our eyes far
sooner than the tragedy of the Cross!

If we did but see one of our fellow creatures suffer but a millionth part
of what the Lord of Glory bore for us, we should be moved infinitely more
than we are, now, when Calvary is before us. Why? Is not this black in-
gratitude? Who can extenuate such need of tenderness? Our love to Je-
sus, is it love at all? When I read of some of the saints giving up all that
they have, crossing the sea, penetrating into barbarous regions, bearing
their lives in their hands, sacr1ﬁc1ng comforts, and living day by day on
the verge of death amid fever and wild beasts—and all that they might
honor Christ—I am utterly ashamed! What are we, my Brethren? Unto
what shall we liken ourselves? Like a Colossus such men bestride their
age, while we, base things, hide our dishonorable heads for shame at our
spiritual littleness!

The love of Christ to us is like that ancient furnace which was heated
seven times hotter, while our love is like a solitary spark which wonders
within itself that it is yet alive. May the Holy Spirit change this and give us
yet to glow and burn with sacred fire like the bush in Horeb when it was
aglow with Deity!

The same humiliation reflections arise when we meditate upon the con-
secration, or rather non-consecration, of our substance to the Redeemer’s
cause. What a small portion do the most of us give to His work, or to His
poor! If you were to take the numbers of Church members, and the con-
tributions to missions, you would hardly dare to say how little per head is
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given! It is so trifling that it is rather an insult to the Savior than an offer-
ing to Him. Some hearers even try to cheat the minister whom they flock
to hear and evade every claim, even from the Church to which they be-
long. For the most part, when Christians take stock of what they have,
and then calculate what they have given, they have great cause for shame.
If our estimate of Christ’s worth is according to our gifts to Him, there are
some who would not give 20 pieces of silver for Him. To some these re-
marks are more applicable than to others—to many congregations more
necessary than to you, for, thank God, there are those among you who de-
light to honor the Lord with their substance. But these are the last per-
sons to think that they have done enough—in fact, those who do most for
Christ are the first to feel that they do far too little!

Furthermore, Brethren, how often is ingratitude shown to our Lord Je-
sus by neglect of His commands. Some professors need to be driven to
obedience. If you tell the man who earnestly loves Christ his duty, he is
charmed to know it, and to attend to it at once. But love to Christ is so
low in some professors’ hearts that you must hammer the precept into
them again and again, and again, and again! And yet they will linger long
before they will fulfill their Master’s will. They must be persuaded and
threatened before they will yield. Fervent gratitude runs with winged feet
wherever Jesus bids it go. If we were more jealously obedient to our Lord,
it would be evident that we were more grateful to Him.

Now, I feel, Brothers and Sisters, in my heart as if I would be glad to
have done preaching, for I need to get alone and sigh and weep this ser-
mon over by myself. I need to confess and mourn over my own conscious
ingratitude to my ever-blessed Lord, whom, nevertheless, I love. I do re-
member well the time when [ imagined that if the Lord would only give me
pardon through the atoning blood, nothing would be too difficult for me to
attempt for His dear sake. And yet, though I have been cleansed from sins
and accepted in Christ Jesus, | am too often sluggish in my Master’s er-
rands. Well do I remember when I first began to preach His Word—I
thought if I might but have opportunities of pleading with men for Jesus I
would pour out my very soul while I urged them to flee from the wrath to
come!

Alas, although I am not altogether without zeal for God, my zeal falls far
short of what it should be. Gladly would I speak fire—fire which should
melt your hearts—and then set them on flame with ardent love to Jesus! I
cannot reach my own ideal and I doubt not that if I could, I should still be
faulty. I charge you not, my Brethren, with ingratitude without confessing
and acknowledging it in myself. Come, my Brothers and Sisters, let us not
confess with our lips only, but with inward penitential griefl Let us seek
godly sorrow which works practical repentance! May we, in the power of
the Holy Spirit, resolve that we will love our Lord better for the future and
yield to the sweet constraints of His love.

Now I have a heavy task, indeed, and that is to speak of some whose
ingratitude to Christ is even greater, if greater can be, for they utterly re-
fuse to trust Him. I desire to speak with you to whom I have preached in
vain these many years. The one topic of every Sabbath in this place is Je-
sus Christ crucified. I have other things to say to you, but this is repeated
over and over again. You are told without ceasing that Jesus Christ came
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into the world to save sinners and that, “whoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but have everlasting life.” Notwithstanding all this, up to this
moment many of you refuse to trust Him! You “stumble at the Word being
disobedient,” and you thus make the rock of salvation to be a rock of of-
fense to you.

If you deny it, I will ask you, Why, then, have you not accepted Him for
your Savior? Why are you still alienated in your hearts from Him? Perhaps
your reply is that you do not think of these things. Is this, then, your con-
duct towards the dying Savior—that you will not even think of Him? Is He
nothing to you? Do you despise His blood? Perhaps it is that you do not
understand. Then surely, in your case it must be a willful blindness of
understanding, for the Truth of God has been put before you as plainly as
words could utter it! And neither do I know how I could have spoken more
clearly. You have rejected, up to this moment, the Christ who died for
sinners! Do you know what you have done? I wish He would stand here
upon this pulpit at this moment, that you might see who it is that you
have despised.

See Him with the ruby drops still glistening upon His crown of thorns,
His face bruised, His countenance lined with grief, His eyes red with tears,
His shoulders furrowed with the lash, His hands and feet wounded with
the nails and His side gashed with the lance—this is the Man of Sorrows
whom you have refused! Look, now on Him whom you have pierced! Can
you, in His Presence, continue your rejection? Will you still bar your
hearts against Him? Will you now say to Him to His face, “Son of God,
bleeding for human sin, we will not trust You! Son of Man, dying in the
place of sinners, we will not yield to You”? Yet you have said that in His
Presence, which is everywhere real, though undiscerned by eye or ear.
With those eyes of fire which discern from Heaven everything that is done
on earth, He has seen you impudently refusing to be saved by Him.

Alas, I have to go further. Some of you have not been content with re-
jecting the Lord, but have gone the length of opposing Him! You have
made His Gospel the theme for jest and treated His people with indignity.
It always staggers me that men should treat the meek and lowly Jesus
and His gracious Gospel so roughly. There is something so tender and so
meek about the Savior that I pity from my soul the wretch who had the
heart to strike Him in the face, or was so base as to insult with spit that
dear and sorrowful visage! Once in the sack of a city, when the fierce sol-
diers had commenced a general massacre, a little child was seized by a
rough warrior, who was about to kill him, but stayed his hand when the
little one said, piteously, “Please, Sir, don’t kill me, I am so little.”

I think the Savior’s meek and gentle manners might be a similar argu-
ment for staying the hand of wrath. Who can harm the harmless Lamb of
God? Persecutor, what evil has Jesus done to you? Reviler, what has He
ever said to injure you? When has He given you an ill word or look? Ah, it
is to His silence that you owe your life! Should He accuse you, you would
be undone forever! Yet He has not accused you to the Father, but has
pleaded for your reprieve!l Sometimes in our police courts you may have
seen an inhuman husband brought before the magistrate for having mal-
treated the poor unhappy woman who is linked to him for life. The po-
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liceman has taken him in the very act of assaulting her—her poor sickly
face bears evidence of his brutality.

She can scarcely stand, for his cruelty has put her life in jeopardy.
Watch her closely. The magistrate asks her to give evidence against the
creature who has so cruelly injured her. She weeps and shakes her head,
but says not a word. She is asked, “Did he not ill-treat you yesterday?”
She is long before she speaks, and then not a word is uttered against the
husband whom she still loves, though there is nothing loveable about
him. She declares that she cannot bear to appear against her husband
and she will not. What a stone must that man’s heart be if he does not
love her from then on all her days!

But, see a nobler counterpart! There is the Lord whom you have injured
by your hard speeches and cruel mockeries. See you not His face all
marred with your bruises? Yet He does not accuse you to the Father but
when He opens His mouth to speak for sinners, He cries, “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” He must be ingratitude incarnate
who can continue to use Him or His cause despitefully! There is no chiv-
alry, no—there is no manhood in the heart which treats despitefully one
who neither provokes nor retaliates. I must add, before I close this point,
that some are ungrateful to Christ, from whom, above all others, such
conduct ought never to have proceeded. The text says—“He came to His
own, and His own received Him not.”

In this very place the Lord Jesus has come to those who appeared to be
His own. You, Sir, were your mother’s own boy, and she, now in Glory,
was an ardent lover of the Savior. And when Jesus came to you He might
have said, “This is the son of one of My dearest friends, the son of a
woman whose whole heart was Mine—surely her son will love Me, too.”
Yet you did not respond to Him. Jesus has come to your house and found
there a wife who ardently loves Him, and He might well have said, “Surely
the husband of My handmaiden will receive his wife’s Friend.” Yet you
have shut the door upon Him.

Possibly I address an unconverted person who is not only the son of a
Christian father, but the child of one of God’s own ambassadors, yet he
himself is an enemy to God! Surely a minister’s children should be the
Lord’s, and yet ministers’ sons and daughters have been seen among rep-
robates. I know not why it is, but sadly often has this been the case. Do I
address one such? I pray that you may no longer be ungrateful to your fa-
ther’s God. Yes, and there are some here who years ago were sorely sick
and on the borders of the grave, and they said, “Please, God, if we ever get
up again, we will seek the Lord.” You were thus in a sense, “His own” by
your own voluntary vow—but you have not received Him.

Today the Lord Jesus comes to you again, and shows His hands and
side, and asks you why it is you break your promises to Him? He asks
why it is you love not your mother’s Savior? Why it is you care not for
your father’s God? And what it is that has turned you against Him? Many
good works has He shown you, and for which of these do you stone Him?
He is full of love, and pity, and mercy and power to save—for what rea-
sons do you reject Him?

May the Lord grant that these appeals may have power with you by the
voice of the Holy Spirit.
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III. I close by answering the question WHAT THEN? What comes of all
this? Why, first, let us appreciate the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ!
We must never lower our estimate of the bodily pains of Jesus. They were
undoubtedly very great, but, after all, His mental sufferings were far
greater and among the most acute of them must have been this—to be al-
ways treated with ingratitude by those whom He loved so well. Do I ad-
dress, here, a tender heart which has bled from the stabs of ingratitude?
A mother with an ungrateful son? A friend with a treacherous friend?

You know that nothing stings more than ingratitude, yet your Lord had
to feel it every day! He was always occupied in doing everything for men,
and men, on the other hand, were doing everything against Him. He was
from day to day like Sebastian the martyr who was bound to a tree and
made the target for a thousand arrows. The archers have sorely shot at
Him and wounded Him, but His love abides in strength and so remains to
this day.

Next, admire the Savior’s love. When a man is kind and loving he will
continue so until he meets with base returns, and then he is very apt to
become indignant and stay the course of his benevolence. When we try to
bring men together who have fallen out with each other—where ingrati-
tude has been the cause of it—we use strong arguments. We have to say
to the injured person, “You have been badly used, but labor to rise supe-
rior to it all. It is true that such ingratitude does deserve to forfeit your
kindness, but do more than ordinary men would do—heap coals of fire on
the ungrateful head!”

The Savior knew that men would be unkind to Him. He knew it all be-
forehand, and when men were ungrateful He did not merely hear their
words, but He read their hearts—and He knew that their hearts were yet
more opposed to Him—yet He never turned aside from His course of love.
He pressed on, still, through reproaches and shame and derision and
every form of human evil till He had finished the redemption of His people!
Admire His love and let it kindle in you love in return.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, see next the mighty power of the pardoning
blood of Jesus. Jesus can take away even this scarlet sin of ingratitude!
Though He came to His own and His own received Him not, yet to as
many as received Him to them gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to as many as believed on His name. Have you rejected Jesus 50
years? Come to Him even now, and He will blot out your sins in a mo-
ment! Have 70 years rolled over your guilty head, and have you remained
deaf to all His appeals of mercy? Yet come and welcome, come and wel-
come! The gentle Savior has not exhausted His pity! May His Spirit draw
you now, and you shall find Him as ready to receive you as He would have
been 50 years ago. Admire the Grace which continues to invite and the ef-
ficacy of the blood which is still able to cleanse.

Another practical lesson is to let us see how we ought to forgive. If an-
other man has injured me it is no reason why I should injure myself. Per-
haps you do not see the application of that utterance. Well, here is the ex-
planation of it. If | have loved a man and his only return is unkindness,
shall I injure myself by leaving off loving him? After all, it will be a great
injury to my heart to become unkind. If I have sought a man’s good and
he has only returned me evil, do not let me bring myself down to his level.
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Let me rather seek to rise higher! And because of his evil let me seek to do
more good to him—then I shall be like Christ, for He did! When our sin
abounded, His Grace did much more abound! In our Lord’s life, sin and
love contested which should win the day. Man sinned yet more and more,
and Christ loved yet more and more. On the Cross He loved to the death
and won the battle, and this day human ingratitude is beneath the feet of
the conquering Savior. Love has won the day and sin is crushed beneath
its feet. O Christian, do battle in the same spirit and the Lord help you to
be more than conqueror through Him that loved youl!

Dear Brothers and Sisters, lastly, let us judge how we ought to live in
the light of this subject. If we have been ungrateful up till now, shall we be
so any longer? No, let us now, on bended knee, with earnest soul, cry to
God to inflame us with something of the fire which set the Savior on a
blaze with sacred ardor for our good! Let us devote ourselves wholly to
Him. Let us cry, “Bind the sacrifice with cords, even with cords to the
horns of the altar.” What manner of people ought we be who owe so much
to the Grace of God?

And there is this mournful reflection—what will become of those who
shall die after having lived a life of constant ingratitude to Christ? There is
a limit even to His mercy, for death shuts the golden gate of love. Justice
takes the place of mercy as soon as the impenitent man has closed his dy-
ing eyes. An excellent writer has well said that, “Divine justice is love in
flames,” and so it is. When once love turns to jealousy, it is cruel as the
grave—the coals thereof are of juniper that have a most vehement flame.
You may despise Him, whose feet were pierced, and reject the Savior
whose heart was opened with the spear—but He will come again. I know
not when, but His Word is, “Behold, I come quickly.”

Beware, I pray you, for in that day this shall be the word, “Behold, you
despisers, and wonder and perish!” In that pierced hand shall be a rod of
iron and He shall break His enemies in pieces like potters’ vessels! His
pierced feet shall be sandaled with light and out of the mouth which now
speaks promises shall come forth a two-edged sword with which to strike
His adversaries.

“Kiss the son lest He be angry and you perish from the way while His
wrath is kindled but a little.” He will forgive you now! He waits to be gra-
cious to you now! Mercy now rules the day! But let the sun of mercy go
down and the blackness of darkness shall abide forever. O provoke not
the Lord! May His mercy turn your hearts by the power of His ever blessed
Spirit and unto Him shall be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.

12 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 18



Sermon #1212 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

FAITH AND ITS ATTENDANT PRIVILEGES
NO. 1212

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as
many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them which believe on His name:
which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.”

John 1:11-13.

ACCORDING to this text, the principal matter in our salvation is faith.
Faith is described as “receiving” Jesus. It is the empty cup placed under
the flowing stream. It is the penniless hand held out for heavenly alms. It
is also described in the text as “believing on His name.” And this recep-
tion, this believing, is the main thing in real godliness. Faith is the sim-
plest thing conceivable! When we hear people sing, “Only believe and you
shall be saved,” they sing the Truth of God, for we have the Divine assur-
ance that “whoever believes on Him is not condemned.” The Gospel mes-
sage is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.”

The act of faith is the simplest in the world. It may be performed by a
little child. It has often been performed by persons so short-witted that
they have been almost incapable of any other intellectual act. And yet
faith is as sublime as it is simple, as potent as it is plain! It is the connect-
ing link between impotence and Omnipotence, between necessity and all-
sufficiency. He that by faith lays hold on God has accomplished the sim-
plest and yet the grandest act of the mind. Faith is apparently so small a
matter that many who hear the Gospel can hardly believe it possible that
we can really mean to teach that it brings salvation to the soul. They have
even misunderstood us and imagined that we have meant to say that if
persons believed they were saved, they were saved.

If that were the doctrine of Justification by Faith, it would be the most
wicked of delusions. It is not so! Faith in Jesus as our Savior is a very dif-
ferent thing from persuading ourselves to believe that we are saved when
we are not! We believe that men are saved by faith, alone—but not by a
faith which is alone. They are saved by faith without works, but not by a
faith which is without works. The faith which saves is the most operative
principle known to the human mind, for he that believes in Jesus for sal-
vation, being saved, and knowing that he is saved, loves Him that saved
him—and that love is the key of the whole matter!

The loving Believer ceases from everything which would displease Him
whom he loves. He tries to abound in that which will please Him, his be-
loved Redeemer. So salvation becomes the great reason for gratitude and
changes the heart! And, the heart being changed, all the issues of life are
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changed. The man is like a watch which has a new mainspring—not a
mere face and hands repaired—but new inward machinery with freshly
adjusted works which act to a different time and tune. And whereas he
went wrong before, now he goes right, because he is right within. Faith is
so simple that the little child who believes becomes, before long, strong in
the Lord. It is a vital force which gets such mastery over men that it
makes them other men than they ever were before!

And as it grows, it lifts them up from being mere men, to be men of
God, and then beyond that it leads them on till they become heroes and
they stop the mouths of lions, quench the violence of flames, obtain prom-
ises and enter into rest. Faith the size of a grain of mustard seed develops
into faith that moves mountains! Faith of the little child increases into
faith of the giant! May we know by experience how true this is! Our object
is to show what faith does. And, O, while I am trying to speak of this great
gift of the Lord to men by which they obtain every other gift, may many of
you who have not believed come to believe in Jesus! If you do, there is
nothing in this text but what shall certainly be yours.

I. We shall begin by saying that FAITH MAKES THE GRANDEST OF
DISTINCTIONS AMONG MEN. This is clear from the text. Faith makes the
grandest distinctions among men, for the text begins, “He came unto His
own, and His own received Him not”! That is one company—*“but as many
as received Him”—that is another company. Were an angel to come here
with a drawn sword and to suddenly separate the righteous from the
wicked with one stroke, you would find that his sword had for its edge the
question, “Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?” This divides men into
saved Believers and unbelievers with the wrath of God abiding on them.

“He that believes has passed from death unto life, and shall never come
into condemnation; but he that believes not is condemned already, be-
cause he has not believed on the Son of God.” There are many distinctions
among men—some proper and some improper—and there always will be
such distinctions while this age lasts. There are rich and poor—and I fear
there never will be a form of society in which there will be no poor. Even in
the kingdom of Christ, when He comes, it seems there will be poor, for He
shall judge the poor and needy. There will be the governors and the gov-
erned. The wise and the foolish. The teachers and the taught. But, mark
you, these distinctions pass away. The grave is an awful leveler.

There in the sepulcher Caesar is no more than his vassal, Socrates no
greater than the slave who washed his feet! The great emperor who
swayed the scepter has, in the tomb, no higher rank than the bondwoman
who toiled at the mill. Death recognizes no caste, the sepulcher believes in
equality. At the Judgment Seat temporal distinctions will not be recog-
nized except so far as they involve responsibility—and so far as that point
goes, some of the great and mighty will then wish that they had been
slaves—and regret that they cannot hide their heads among those whom
they oppressed! The grand distinction which will outlast all time is that of
faith or lack of faith. Do you believe or do you doubt? This makes the
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broad line of distinction! To the receivers of Christ or the non-receivers—
to which do you belong, dear Friend?

I want you to observe that the faith which makes the distinction is de-
scribed here as a receptive faith. Saying faith becomes a working faith by
degrees, but at first it is a receptive faith. And in fact, work as it may, af-
terwards, it must always be a receptive faith! We only work out our salva-
tion as God works in us—and even the highest actions that are ever done
for God are performed with the strength which God supplies. Working
faith is merely receptive faith in action. A receiving faith is the vital point
and it is absolutely necessary that the soul should receive Jesus to be its
All in All. “To as many as received Him.” Have you ever received Him, the
Lord Jesus, the real Christ? Do you talk to Him? Do you know Him? Is He
a companion? Is He a friend of yours? If you have received a personal
Christ by confiding, trusting and depending upon Him, you are on the
safe side of the house!

The text further says, “Even to them that believe on His name.” Now,
what is it to believe on His name? It struck me it would be a fair and a
right way of illustrating the text to notice what are the names which are
used in the former verses of this chapter. Please notice, in the first chap-
ter of John, where our text is, what name of Jesus is used. “In the begin-
ning was the Word”—that is the first name. The Word. What is the mean-
ing of that? Why is Jesus Christ called the Word? Why, because, Brothers
and Sisters, if I want to communicate to you by writing or by speech, I use
a word. My thought is here—and there is your mind.

I could get the thought partly to your mind by a picture—that is what
God has done in Nature. But we cannot use pictures for a full communi-
cation of knowledge—we must employ words. So God, wanting to speak to
man, spoke by sending Christ and Christ is God’s Word. Have you ever
received Christ as God’s Word? Will you just think of it, what a wonderful
Word He was? God said, “Men, stand no longer at a distance from Me. I
will come and dwell among you”—33 years the Son of God dwelt among
the sons of men! “Men,” He said, “Men, I must punish your sins.” There
hung His Son bleeding on the tree for sin—God saying in a wonderful
way—"“I hate sin and therefore Jesus must die.”

The Lord next cries, “Men, I can now be just and yet can justify you.
Come unto Me.” There is Jesus risen from the dead, in newness of life,
and He goes into Heaven a Man and, as Man, is received to the Throne of
God—and thus God says in a word to us, “I am willing to receive you up to
My very Throne.” Actions speak louder than words, but Christ, Himself, is
the Word, the love-Word, the tender Word, the very heart-Word of God—
with acts attending and following which make His utterance the more
convincing! God kept nothing back when He spoke Christ. He spoke that
Word and that Word is the fullness of God’s soul to sinners!

Have you ever accepted Christ as the Word between you and God? Have
you ever spoken to God that Word back again by pleading the name of
Christ? Lord, there is no communication between me and You except this!
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Whenever You speak, you say, “Christ,” and my reply is, “Christ.” When I
want You to pardon me, I say, “Christ.” When I need You to bless me, in-
deed, and give me answers to my prayers, I plead, “Christ.” That is the
Word from God to man, and back again from man to God.

Now, to as many as believe on His name as the Word, to them He gives
power to become the sons of God. But many have never accepted Him as,
“the Word,” any more than if God had never spoken. They are deaf. At any
rate, there is the Word and they have never received it. Look down the
chapter and you will find that Jesus is described as the Life. “All things
were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made that was
made. In Him was life.” Have you believed on His name as the Life? Man is
dead by nature. When God said to Adam, “In the day you eat thereof you
shall surely die,” Adam did die that very day and that is the key word to
what is meant by death in the Scriptures. Did he cease to exist? No, nor
will you.

But he ceased to live and that is a very different thing. To exist is not to
live, there is a wide distinction there. To die is not to cease to exist—no
thoughtful man should fall into such an error. What is death? Practically
it is the separation of a living being into its component elements. When
the seed is put into the ground, the Apostle says, it is not quickened
unless it dies, or dissolves into its constituent elements. It dies in order
more perfectly to live. When we die, neither body nor soul ceases to exist,
but they cease to be united and their separation is death. When a soul
departs, (and the life of the body is the soul), the life of the body is gone.
When a soul dies, it is separated from God, for union to God is the soul’s
true life. That is the death which Adam died and which every impenitent
sinner will have to die. No, that is the death which every sinner is under
now, for, “he that believes not shall not see life, but the wrath of God
abides on him.”

Listen well that, “he that believes not has not life.” He has an existence
and always will have, but he has not life— he abides in death. But as for
the man who believes in Jesus, he gets back his God and that is his life!
Jesus says, “He that believes in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live; and he that lives and believes in Me shall never die.” “I am the Resur-
rection and the Life.” When we are brought back to God, God has made
our soul alive! A soul without God is like a fair palace which has been de-
serted—you pace through all its halls and there is not a sound. It is all
death, decay and emptiness. But when the king comes back, again, to his
palace, the merry bells peal out their joyful notes! All is rejoicing and there
is life again throughout the house. God is the life of the soul and as many
as receive God in Christ, receive the Life.

Now see, Jesus is first the Word, that is God speaking to men. Secondly
the Life, that is God quickening man and dwelling in him. Have we so re-
ceived the Christ of God? Note the third name here. “In Him was life, and
the life was the Light of men.” Notice that this name of Jesus is repeated
many times if you read through the chapter. “John came for a witness to
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bear witness of the Light. He was not that Light, but he was sent to bear
witness of that Light. That was the true Light,” and so on. So that the next
name of Christ we have in this chapter is the Light. Have we received
Christ as the Light? What is it to have Christ to be your Light? What is
light? It is that by which we see. Everybody sees in a light.

Take an illustration—only an illustration. A merchant comes to a city,
town, village. He calculates whether it is a good place for business. “Bad
place, this,” he says. “A man cannot live here. It is a bad situation.” And
he is not content unless he gets near the Bank or in Lombard Street, or
some other business quarter. Now look at the artist. He has another light.
You take that artist into the city and he says, “I could not live here in this
dreary wilderness of brick, amid these fogs! Let me get away to North
Wales, or somewhere where the picturesque is to be seen.” And he settles
himself down in Bettws-y-coed, and he says, “This is beautiful.”

Take the rich man there and say to him, “You are to live here for 20
years.” “Twenty years?” he says, “I could not live here a month! It is pre-
posterous. This is not a place where a man can live.” Bring a man of gai-
ety into a religious circle and he says, “O, I need a place where there is
some life.” I have been traveling, sometimes, where I thought the scenery
very beautiful and I have heard young men say, “This is a hateful place:
there is no life here.” Everybody sees according to the light he sees by.

My dear Hearer, have you ever seen things in the Light of Christ? Did
you ever feel, “this is the place where I can live, for here are Christians
with whom I can commune. Here is the Gospel preached and my soul will
be fed here. I shall learn much of Christ. This is a sphere in which I can
be useful”? When you have Life you will get Light—and you will see things
in that Light. You will see yourself in the Light of Christ. You will say, “O
God, be merciful to me a sinner.” Everything looks according to your light.
Yellow spectacles will make everything look yellow, but get the true Light,
the only Light that can lighten any man that comes into the world, and
things will be seen in the Truth of God. If you get Christ within you, you
have Light, indeed!

So the question comes back—have we believed on the name of Jesus as
the Word, the Life and the Light? If we have, it has made a distinction be-
tween us and others, and there is a deep gulf fixed between us, across
which, thank God, men may come to us by Sovereign Grace, but across
which we shall never return—for he that has received the Word will find in
it an incorruptible Seed! He that has received the Life has received with it
the assurance, “Because I live, you shall live also.” And he that has re-
ceived the Light knows that it shines more and more unto the perfect day.
This distinction, then, is a very grand one and it is one which obliterates
all others, for the text puts it, “As many as received Him”—that is, if the
chimney-sweep receives Christ, he is a child of God, and if the Czar of
Russia receives Christ, he is a child of God—but not the one more than
the other. If they receive Him—that is the point—they become the sons of
God!
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It is a distinction, therefore, which is to be sought after abundantly by
us, and which has to do with present things. “As many as received Him, to
them gave He power to become the sons of God.” Now I charge you, do not
think of religion as a thing to be run after when you die, as your friends
may seek after an undertaker to bury you. My bell sometimes sounds at
the dead of night or at three in the morning. “Would you come and pray
for a dying person?” They even say, “Pray to some dying person.” Why do
they send for me? Why do they not think of sending for me when the man
is in good health?

They send for me when the man has taken stupefying drugs, perhaps,
to lull pain, or he is half asleep with coming death, or his suffering is so
intense that he cannot think! Or if he can think, he counts on my coming
and my visit rather ministers to his superstition than to his benefit! Relig-
ion is for life as well as death. It is for today. “Now are we the sons of
God.” Oh, have the Gospel today, today, today, today! It is said that every
man ought to repent on the last day of his life—this day may be yours—
“therefore, today, if you will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” I
have many things to say unto you, but time flies and I have much more
left. This is the first head, then. Faith makes the grandest of all distinc-
tions.

II. Secondly, FAITH OBTAINS THE GRANDEST OF ALL ENDOW-
MENTS. Read, “To as many as received Him, to them gave He power to be-
come the sons of God.” The margin says the “privilege.” The margin is
right, but so is the common reading. The word exousia is a very great
word in the Greek. It cannot be comprehended in the word, “privilege,” at
all. It means power, privilege and a great deal more. Everyone that has be-
lieved in Jesus has received the privilege, the power and everything else
that lies in being a son of God. This is described as being a privilege pecu-
liar to Believers and yet there are rogues who are everlastingly talking
about the “fatherhood” of God because He made them.

I suppose the man who made that table is the father of the table. They
assert that the Creator is the Father of all His creatures. That is not the
sense in which Believers say, “Our Father which art in Heaven.” If you are
children of the devil and doing his works, why call God your Father? How
dare you? If you have not believed on the Son of God, He is not your Fa-
ther in the sense of the text—and you have no right to think of yourself as
His son! The privilege of the text is, “to as many as received Him,” for, “to
them gave He the power” or, “the privilege to become the sons of God.” As
for the unbeliever, what is written concerning him? “The wrath of God
abides on him.”

Now, there is a distinction intended here in the use of this word, “son,
rather than the old legal word servant. The most that they could attain to
under the old dispensation was to be servants. “Moses was faithful in all
his house as a servant.” Yes, that is all. And what a blessed thing to be a
servant of God! The poor prodigal would have been glad enough to have
been one of the hired servants. But says our Master, “Henceforth I call
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you not servants, for the servant knows not what his Lord does, but I
have called you Friends.” And we know who has said, “For this cause He
is not ashamed to call them Brethren,” because they are sons in the same
house. Oh, what a pleasure to rise from slavery to sonship! From the
bondage of the Law to the glorious liberty of the children of God!

And that is where we all are who have believed. Only sometimes, you
know, we do not live up to this sonship privilege. Those who are under the
Law do not rise to sonship. They may be sons, but they are in their minor-
ity and the child, while he is yet in his minority, differs little from a ser-
vant, though he is lord of all. He is under tutors until he is of age. Christ
has come and we are no longer under a schoolmaster, but now, blessed be
His name, we are the sons of God! Are we not His servants, too? O, yes!
Jesus Christ was first His Father’s Son and then His Father’s Servant. So
we, being sons, have the joy of serving our Father. And I tell you it is a
very different thing to serve your Father to what it is to serve a mere
prince or ruler!

We are sons, then, rather than servants. We are called sons of God be-
cause of our new nature. We are the children of God by birth. We are also
sons by likeness, for the Spirit of God dwells in us and we are made like
unto God. The likeness between a son of God and God, Himself, is real
and true. Have you ever seen the likeness between yourself and your
child? Yes. Yes, he is very much like you. Some points of his character are
caricatures of yours! You can see your image, distorted somewhat, and
imperfect, but it is yourself. It is as near like yourself as a child can be
like a man—but a child is not a man, for all that. So God makes His chil-
dren like Himself, but they are miniatures, they are little, childish, weak.
There are many imperfections and shortcomings, but still, mark that
word, I often stagger as I read it—“He has made us partakers of the Divine
Nature.”

In moral qualities and spiritual actualities, He has given us power to
become the sons of God, that is, by making us like unto God, showing us
that as He is who was the Chief Son, so are we, also, in this world. Oh,
the privilege of this! I assure you I would enlarge upon it if I did not feel
that I am quite incompetent. I can only stand as John did when he
wanted to tell us about it, and could only cry, “Behold,” as much as to
say—“Look yourself, I cannot tell you!” “Behold what manner of love the
Father has bestowed upon us that we should be called the children of
God.” We are such by prerogative, by nature, by growing like He and by
privilege. We are now the sons of God.

Some of you do not know what this means. Children, you know, take
many liberties with their father and are very familiar. I wonder what the
little children of a judge think of him if they are ever taken into court to
see him with his big wig on, sitting there trying prisoners? Well, I have no
doubt they feel a great awe of him. But you should see him when he is at
home! Why there he is down on the rug with the children on his back! He
is the father and the father somehow swallows up the judge! And the child
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does not seem to remember that he is a judge, but only that he is his fa-
ther. O, how many times has my soul, while prostrate with awe in the
Presence of my God, laid hold on Him and said, “My Father, great as You
are, You are not so great as to forget that You are my Father. You have
taught me to say it, You have said, ‘When you pray, say, ‘Our Father,” and
I do say it, and I feel that, ‘Abba, Father,’ is the natural cry of the spirit
that is within me. Will you not answer to the cry?”

He does answer us and like as a father pities his children, He pities us.
He bows His Omnipotence to help us in our little labors—and bows His
mighty arms to help us in our little troubles. “He counts the number of
the stars, and calls them all by their names. He heals the broken in heart,
and binds up their wounds.” Is not that a grand stoop from rolling the
orbs and wheeling the worlds along, to stoop down to bind broken hearts
and to strap their wounds with Heaven’s court plaster lest they should

bleed too much? Blessed be his name!—
“The God that rules on high,
And thunders when He pleases.
That rides upon the stormy sky
And manages the seas—
This awful God is ours,
Our Father and our love!
He shall send down
His heavenly powers
To carry us above.”

But we must pass on. Faith makes the grandest of distinctions and ob-
tains the grandest of endowments.

III. Thirdly, FAITH IS THE EVIDENCE OF THE GRANDEST EXPERI-
ENCE, for the text speaks of, “them that believe on His name which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of man, but of God.” This teaches us
that every man who believes in Jesus is a regenerate man. He has been
born of God! What a wonderful thing it is to be born again! There are poor
blind men about who say that persons are regenerated by the application
of water, though they have no faith, and grow up without any! May the
Lord open their eyes! We will say no more, but wherever there is true re-
generation there must be faith. Read the third chapter of John. See how
faith and regeneration run together. Read this very passage—“To as many
as believe on His name which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of
man.” Faith is the first, the unique token of being born again!

Now, what is it to be born again? I saw a big man once. A strong, rough
fellow, and he was evidently under conviction of sin. He said, “Would God
I had never been born.” He thought again and he said, “I remember when
I used to pray at my mother’s knee. I knew nothing, then, of the wicked-
ness and vice through which I have gone. Would God I could begin life
again like a little child!” I was pressed to hear him say that, for it enabled
me to say, “That is exactly what you shall do if you believe in Jesus. You
shall be born again.” But if we could be born again as we were born at
first, that is, of the will of the flesh, we should do as we did before—for
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that which is born of the flesh, if it could be born twice of flesh—would be
still flesh.

That which is born of the Spirit is spirit and, “you must be born again
from above”—you must be born of the Spirit of God. What the Spirit of
God does for us is to give us a new life to start us afresh with a new na-
ture upon a new career. Whoever believes in Jesus is born again! Regen-
eration is a great mystery, but you have that mystery. Do not puzzle your-
self about the new birth—you have experienced it if you really believe in
the Lord Jesus. As I tried to explain it just now, you are born again. You
are a new creature in Christ Jesus. You have begun life again. It is of little
use to attempt to mend the old nature, it is too far gone. There was a cer-
tain prince who used to swear this oath, “God mend me!” But a good man
says, “I think He had better make a new one.”

Some men think God will mend them, but they err. I like the drunkard
to become sober and the thief to become honest and mend himself as
much as he can. But what he really needs is making over again. I have
heard of a man who brought his gun to the gunsmith’s to be repaired.
“You want it repaired,” says the smith. “Well, what it needs is a new stools
dock and barrel.” That looked very much like making a new one! You had
better begin de novo. The old Law had for its token the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the distinguishing ordinance of the New Covenant
goes much further.

What does Christ say to His people in the act of Baptism? He says,
“You are dead. You must be buried and must rise into newness of life.”
Baptism cannot do this, but it sets forth our need of the death of the old
nature and of resurrection into new life. We must be born again—not
washed, not cleansed, not mended up—but made new creatures in Christ
Jesus. And every man who believes in Jesus has undergone that won-
drous change! He is not born of blood, that is not born according to the
natural way of birth. He is born in a new, celestial manner. He is not born
of the will of the flesh—man’s bad carnal will—nor of the will of man,
man’s best will, for the will of man, when it has done all it can, has done
nothing at all savingly. If you were born of the will of man, it would not
answer the purpose—“born not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.”

We need renewal by a supernatural power. God alone can create and
God alone can new-create. To make a new creature is a greater wonder
than to make a world, because when God made a world there was nothing
to stand in His way. But when He makes a new creature there is the old
creature in conflict with Him. If | may be allowed to commit so palpable an
error of speech, I would say it takes double Omnipotence to re-create! We
must be born from above, but we are saved if we have believed in the Lord
Jesus. God grant that if any here have not believed, the new birth may be
given them—and faith in Christ Jesus.

IV. Now, lastly, lest I weary you, FAITH RAISES THE BELIEVER TO
THE NOBLEST CONCEIVABLE CONDITION. The man who has received
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Christ has undergone a new birth which fits him to be a child of God.
Now, note, first, the inconceivable honor of being a child of God. Ah, if all
the degrees, dignities, honors and titles that were ever conferred by men
could be put into a heap, they would not make enough of real honor to be
seen by a microscope—compared with the glory that belongs to the hum-
blest, poorest and most despised son of God!

Son of God! “Unto which of the angels did He say at any time, You are
My Son, this day have I begotten You?” I know the text applies to Christ,
but it applies, also, to all His people. His angels are servants—they are not
sons. It is their delight to keep watch and ward about us, as servants do
over young princes of the blood. “They shall bear You up in their hands,
lest You dash Your foot against a stone.” About the child of God there is
even, here, a splendor which is none the less bright because carnal eyes
cannot see it. It is like the splendor of God—invisible because too exces-
sive for eyes to see.

I will picture a child of God, if you please, a daughter of Zion. She is a
poor seamstress. She has stitched a shroud as well as a shirt and she lies
upstairs dying. You would not like to fare as she does. She dwells in a
wretched little room. It is scantily furnished. The bed is hard and she lies
there in agony. She can scarcely breathe. She gasps for life. She is very
poor and those upon whom she is depending have begun to feel her a bur-
den and sometimes say hard words to her. This is a gloomy place, is it
not? Come here. I will touch your eyes as the Prophet did the eyes of his
servant. And what do you see? You see one of the members of Christ’s
body struggling for the last time—and about to win the victory!

Listen to her! She tells you that Christ is with her! Do you see Him?
There He stands in the deepest sympathy, bending over His beloved, smil-
ing upon a soul that He has chosen from before the foundations of the
world—a daughter upon whom He has put a garment without spot, meet
for royal wear! She is a King’s daughter! Look about the room. Angels are
there, they are waiting all around her, waiting to take her Home! The Holy
Spirit, Himself, is within her soul. Do you see the light of His consolations
and revelations? If your eyes are open, you can see it. Yes, the Father
Himself is here, for He is never away from the deathbeds of His children!
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.” She has
grown worse. Her eyes are dim. Her voice is feeble. Listen to her! I am pic-
turing no fancy scene—I have heard it!

She is just about to enter into Life, and she cries—

“And when you hear my heart-strings break,
How sweet my minutes roll!
A mortal paleness on my cheek,
But Glory in my soul!”

If she has strength enough left, you will hear her sing—
“‘Midst darkest shades, if He appears,
My dawning is begun;
He is my soul’s bright morning star,
And He my rising sun.”
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Do not talk to me of Joan of Arc! This is the true heroine! She is battling
with Death and singing while she dies. Fear? She has long forgotten what
that means. Doubt? It is banished! Distress? Despondency? She has left
them all behind. She is a Believer! She has received Jesus and she has
power to be a child of God! O, the honor and dignity of being born from
above!

Now, note again the safety of this birth. If you are a child of God, how
safe you are! I am sure there is no father and mother here that would let
any harm come to their children. None of us would if we could protect
them. Do you think God will suffer His children to be harmed? He will
cover them with His feathers and under His wings shall they trust. His
Truth shall be their shield and buckler. There shall no evil befall them—
neither shall any plague come near their dwelling. “I, the Lord, do keep it.
[ will water it every moment lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.”
“l give unto My sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither
shall any pluck them out of My hand. My Father which gave them Me is
greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of My Father’s
hand.”—

“Safe in the arms of Jesus.”
Well may you sing that, for so you are if you are the children of God!

And, last of all, though much more might be said, what happiness this
brings to a man to know that he is a child of God. I remember, some 22
years ago, being waited upon by a Mormon who wanted to convince me of
the Divine mission of Joseph Smith. And after hearing some of his talk, I
said, “Sir, would you kindly tell me what you have to offer me and how I
am to get it? I will listen to you if you will let me tell you afterwards what 1
have to offer you and the way to it.” I heard him with a great deal of pa-
tience. He listened to me not quite so patiently, but when I had done he
saluted me thus, “If what you say is true, you ought to be the happiest
man in the world!” To which I replied, “Sir, you are correct. I ought to be
and, more, [ am!” And so I left him.

And so I am, and so is every child of God that lives up to his privilege.
You are a child of God—forgiven, accepted, beloved—what more do you
need? In the name of goodness, what more do you need? If a man were to
become an imperial prince, would he say, “I need more”? My dear Man,
what more can you need? If you are a son of God, what more can you
ask? I remember the time—perhaps you remember it for yourself—when I
was in bondage under sin and I thought I should be sent to Hell. If the
Lord had said to me, “I will forgive you, but you must live on bread and
water till you die,” I would have clapped my hands for joy! I would have
said, “Lord, do but save me. If I can get rid of my sins, the very hardest lot
will be a pleasure to me.” Let us never complain, since we are possessors
of salvation. The joy of the Lord is your strength. “Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways: and again I say, rejoice.”

Remember this as a practical word. There is an old French proverb
which says, “Nobility obliges.” There is an obligation upon nobles. You do
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not expect to see great princes sweeping the street crossing. You would
not expect to hear of Her Majesty the Queen acting like a milkmaid. Well,
now, if you are a son of God, you must act like it! If I hear of a man who
says, “I am a child of God,” and he gives short weight and is hard in his
bargains—I am ashamed of him! He a son of God? He who must make
money! And hold it, and keep it? He, a son of God? He is not very much
like his Father! Son of God? And yet sharp, quick-tempered, angry, spite-
ful! He is not very much like his Father. A child of God and do a mean
thing? My dear Brothers and Sisters, what are you? A son of God and tell
a lie?

A son of God and afraid of anybody? A son of God and cannot look your
fellow man in the face without a blush? A son of God and at home a ty-
rant? Such conduct will never bear a thought—and he who is guilty of it
gravely offends. When the great Emperor Napoleon was in his power, if a
member of his family married below his rank, he was made to know the
emperor’s anger, for members of the imperial house were under bonds of
honor to keep up their dignity. You girls here, who are daughters of God,
dare you marry out of the imperial family? Never do that! Take care that
you are not unequally yoked. When a king was taken prisoner, Alexander
asked him how he would be treated, and he said, “Like a king.”

Christian, act like a king! When a quarrelsome person offends us, we
should say in our heart, “I would have quarreled with you, but I could not
stoop to it. I am a child of God.” I read a bitter remark of Guizot’s to his
enemies the other day, which ran something like this, “Come up the steps
and mount as high as you can. And when you reach the top you will be
beneath my contempt.” So oftentimes may the child of God think of the
world and all the shams, and all the temptations which are in it, “I have a
great work. How can I come down to you? I am a son of God. My conversa-
tion is in Heaven! I cannot leave my position to come down to you.”

Walk as children of light. “What manner of persons ought you to be in
all holy conversation and godliness?” You are “a peculiar people, a royal
priesthood, a chosen generation, zealous for good works.” Do not demean
yourselves! Go your way and may the Spirit of your Father rest upon you.
Amen and amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—1 John 3.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—533, 448.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.
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THE SIMPLICITY AND SUBLIMITY

OF SALVATION
NO. 2259

INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, JUNE 5, 1892.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH 6, 1890.

“He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His name: Which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
John 1:11-13.

EVERYTHING here is simple. Everything is sublime. Here is that simple
Gospel by which the most ignorant may be saved! Here are profundities in
which the best-instructed may find themselves beyond their depth. Here
are those everlasting hills of Divine Truth which man cannot climb! Yet
here is that plain path in which the wayfaring man, though a fool, need
nor err, nor lose his way. I always feel that I have no time to spare for
critical and captious persons. If they will not believe, neither shall they be
established. They must take the consequences of their unbelief. But I can
spare all day and all night for an anxious enquirer—for one who is blinded
by the very blaze of the heavenly Light of God that shines on him and who
seems to lose his way by reason of the very plainness of the road that lies
before him! In this most simple text are some of the deep things of God
and there are souls here that are puzzled by what are simplicities to some
of us. And therefore my one aim shall be to handle this text as to help and
encourage and cheer some who would gladly touch the hem of the Mas-
ter’s garment, but cannot for the press of many difficulties and grave
questions which rise before their minds!

Let us go to the text at once and notice, first, a matter which is very
simple—‘As many as received Him...even to them that believe on His
name.” Secondly, a matter which is very delightful—‘to them gave He
power to become the sons of God.” And thirdly, a matter which is very
mysterious—“Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.”

I. Here is, first, A MATTER WHICH IS VERY SIMPLE—receiving Christ
and believing on His name. Oh, that many here may be able to say, “Yes, I
understand that simple matter. That is the way in which I found eternal
life!”
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The simple matter of which John here speaks is receiving Christ, or, in
other words, believing on His name.

Receiving Christ is a distinctive act. “He came unto His own, and His
own received Him not.” The very people you would have thought would
have eagerly welcomed Christ did not do so! But here and there a man
stood apart from the rest, or a woman came out from her surroundings,
and each of these said, “I receive Christ as the Messiah.” You will never go
to Heaven in a crowd! The crowd goes down the broad road to destruction,
but the way which leads to life eternal is a narrow way, “and few there are
that find it.” They that go to Heaven must come out one by one and say to
Him that sits at the wicket-gate, “Set my name down, Sir, as a pilgrim to
the Celestial City.” They who would enter into life must fight as well as
run, for it is an uphill fight all the way—and few there are that fight it out
to the end and win the crown of the victors.

Those who received Christ were different from those who did not receive
Him—they were as different as white is from black, or light from darkness.
They took a distinctive step, separated themselves from others and came
out and received Him whom others would not receive. Have you taken
such a step, dear Friend? Can you say, “Yes, let others do as they will, but
as for me, Christ is all my salvation and all my desire—and at all hazards
[ am quite content to be counted singular and to stand alone. I have lifted
my hands to Heaven and I cannot draw back. Whatever others may do, I
say, ‘Christ for me™?

As it was a distinctive act, so it was a personal one—“To as many as re-
ceived Him.” They had to receive Christ, each one, by his own act and
deed. “Even to them that believe on His name.” Believing is the distinct
act of a person. I cannot believe for you any more than you can believe for
me! That is clearly impossible. There can be no such thing as sponsorship
in receiving Christ, or in faith. If you are an unbeliever, your father and
mother may be the most eminent saints, but their faith does not overlap
and cover your unbelief. You must believe for yourself. | have had to even
remind some that the Holy Spirit, Himself, cannot believe for them. He
works faith in you, but you have to believe! The faith must be your own
distinct mental act. Faith is the gift of God, but God does not believe for
us—how could He? It is for you distinctly to believe. Come, dear Hearer,
have you been trying to put up with a national faith? A national faith is a
mere sham! Or have you tried to think that you possess the family faith?
“Oh, we are all Christians, you know!” Yes, you are all hypocrites—that is
what that comes to! Unless each one is a Christian for himself, he is a
Christian only in name—and that is to be a hypocrite. Oh, that we might
have the certainty that we have each one laid our sins on Jesus, the spot-
less Lamb of God! God grant that if we have never done so before, we may
do so this very moment!

Mark, next, that as it was a distinctive and personal act, so it related to
a Person. | find that the text runs thus, “He came unto His own, and His
own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He
2 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 38



Sermon #2259 The Simplicity and Sublimity of Salvation

power to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.”
That religion which leaves out the Person of Christ has left out the essen-
tial point. You are not saved by believing a doctrine, though it is well for
you to believe it if it is true. You are not saved by practicing an ordinance,
though you should practice it if you are one of those to whom it belongs.
You are not saved by any belief except this—believing on Christ’s name
and receiving Him. “I take in a body of divinity,” says one. Do you? There
is no body of divinity that I know of but Christ, the Son of God in human
flesh, living, bleeding, dying, risen, ascended, soon to come—you must
lean on Him—for the promise is only to as many as receive Him.

This reception of Christ consisted in faith m Him—“As many as received
Him...even to them that believe on His name.” He was a stranger and they
took Him in. He was food and they took Him in and fed on Him. He was
living water and they received Him, drank Him up, took Him into them-
selves. He was light and they received the light. He was life and they re-
ceived the life, and they lived by what they received. As the empty cup re-
ceives from the flowing fountain, so do we receive Christ into our empti-
ness. We, being poor, naked and miserable, come to Him, and we receive
riches, clothing, and happiness in Him! Salvation comes by receiving
Christ!

I know what you have been trying to do—you have been trying to give
Christ something. Let me caution you against a very common expression.
I hear converts continually told to give their hearts to Jesus. It is quite
correct and I hope they will do so. But your first concern must be not
what you give to Jesus, but what Jesus gives to you! You must take Him
from Himself as a gift to you—then will you truly give your heart to Him.
The first act and, indeed, the underlying act all along the way, is to re-
ceive, to imbibe, to take in Christ—and that is called believing on His
name. Note that, “name.” It is not believing a fanciful Christ, for there are
many christs, nowadays—as many christs as there are books, nearly—for
every writer seems to make a christ of his own. But the christ that men
make up will not save you! The only Christ who can save you is the Christ
of God, that Christ who, in the synagogue at Nazareth, found the place
where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has
anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord.”

You are to believe on the Christ as He is revealed in the Scriptures. You
are to take Him as you find Him here—not as Renan, not as Strauss, or
anybody else pictures of Him—but as you find Him here. As God reveals
Him you are to believe on His name—“The Wonderful, Counsellor, The
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Emmanuel,
God With Us; Jesus, saving from sin; Christ anointed of the Father. You
are to believe on His name, not on the Christ of Rome, nor the Christ of
Canterbury, but the Christ of Jerusalem, the Christ of the eternal Glory'
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Not a christ of a dreamy prophecy with which some are defaming the true
prophetic spirit of the Word, no christ of idealism, no man-made christ,
but the eternal God, Incarnate in human flesh, as He is here pictured by
Psalmist, Prophet, Evangelist, Apostle, very God of very God, yet truly
Man, suffering in your place, bearing the sin of men in His own body on
the Cross. It is believing in this Christ that will effectually save your soul!
To believe is to trust. Prove that you believe in Christ by risking everything
upon Him—
“Upon a life I did not live,

Upon a death I did not die,
I risk my whole eternity.”

On Him who lived for me and died for me, and rose again for me, and has
gone into Heaven for me—on Him I throw the whole weight of past, pre-
sent, future and every interest that belongs to my soul, for time and for
eternity!

This is a very simple matter and I have noticed a great many sneers at
this simple faith—and a great many depreciatory remarks concerning it,
but, let me tell you, there is nothing like it under Heaven! Possessing this
faith will prove you to be a son of God—nothing short of it ever will. “To as
many as received Him, to them gave He power to become sons of God,”
and He has given that power to nobody else! This will prove you to be ab-
solved, forgiven. “There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus.” But if you have no faith in Christ Jesus, the wrath of
God abides on you! Because you have not believed on the Son of God, you
are condemned already! One grain of this faith is worth more than a dia-
mond the size of the world—yes, though you should thread such jewels
together, as many as the stars of Heaven for number, they would be worth
nothing compared with the smallest atom of faith in Jesus Christ, the
eternal Son of God!

But where does this wonderful power of faith come from? Not from the
faith, but from Him on whom it leans! What power Christ has! The power
of His Manhood suffering, the power of His Godhead bowing on the Cross,
the power of the God-Man, the Mediator, surrendering Himself as the
greatest Sacrifice for sin! Therefore, he who touches this has touched the
springs of Omnipotence! He who comes, by faith, into contact with Christ,
has come into contact with boundless love, power, mercy and Grace. I
marvel not at anything that faith brings when it deals with Christ! You
have a little key, a little rusty key, and you say, “By use of this key I can
get all the gold that I need.” Yes, but where is the box to which you go for
the gold? When you show me and I see that it is a great chamber filled full
of gold and silver, I can understand how your little key can enrich you
when it opens the door into such a treasury. If faith is the key which
unlocks the fullness of God, “for it pleased the Father that in Him should
all fullness dwell,” then I can understand why faith brings such boundless
blessings to him who has it. Salvation is a very simple business. God help
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us to look at it simply and practically—and to receive Christ and believe
on His name!

II. Now, secondly, here is A MATTER WHICH IS VERY DELIGHTFUL—
“To them gave He power to become sons of God.”

If I had a week to preach from this text, I think that I should be able to
get through the first head, but at this time I can only throw out just a few
hints. Look at the great and delightful blessing which comes to us by our
faith in Christ. We give Christ our faith and He gives us power to become
sons of God! The authority, liberty, privilege, right—something more than
mere strength or force—to be sons of God!

When we believe in Jesus, He indicates to us the Great Father’s willing-
ness to let us be His sons. We who were prodigals, far away from Him,
perceive that when we receive Christ—the Father, who gave us Christ—is
willing to take us to be His sons. He would not have yielded up His Only-
Begotten if He had not willed to take us into His family!

When we believe in Jesus, He bestows on us the status of sons. We were
slaves before—now we are sons! We were strangers, aliens, enemies and
every word that means an evil thing might have been applied to us! But
when we laid hold on Christ, we were regarded as the sons of God, as a
man in Rome, when he as adopted by some great citizen and publicly ac-
knowledged in the forum as being, from that day forward, that man’s son,
was regarded as such, so, as soon as we believe in Jesus, we get the
status of sons! “Beloved, now we are the sons of God.”

Then Christ does something more for us. He gives us Grace to feel our

sonship. As we sang just now—
“My faith shall ‘Abba, Father,’ cry,
And You the kindred own.”

God acknowledges us as His children and we acknowledge Him as our Fa-
ther and, therefore, “Our Father, which are in Heaven,” is no meaningless
expression, but it comes welling up from the depths of our heart!

Having given us Grace to feel sonship, Christ gives us the Nature of our
Father. He gives us “power to become the sons of God.” We get more and
more like God in righteousness and true holiness. By His Divine Spirit,
shed abroad in our hearts, we become more and more the children of our
Father who is in Heaven, who does good to the undeserving and the un-
thankful, and whose heart overflows with love even to those who love Him
not.

When this Nature of sons shall be fully developed, Christ will bestow
His glory upon us. We shall be in Heaven, not in the rear rank, as ser-
vants, but nearest to the eternal Throne of God. Unto angels He has never
said, “You are My sons,” but He has called us sons, poor creatures of the
dust who believe in Jesus! And we shall have all the honor, joy, privileges
and delight that belong to the princes of the blood royal of Heaven—
members of the imperial House of God—in that day when the King shall
manifest Himself in His own palace!
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Some of us could draw parallels about being made sons, from our own
lives. You were once a very tiny child, but you were a son, then, as much
as you are now. So is it with you who have only just begun to believe in
Christ—He has given you authority and right to become sons of God. Very
early in our life, our father went down to the registrar’s office and wrote
our name in the roll as his sons. We do not remember that, it was so long
ago, but he did it and he also wrote our name in the Family Bible, even as
our Father in Heaven has enrolled our names in the Lamb’s Book of Life!
You recollect that, as a child, you did not go into the kitchen to dine with
the servants, but you took your seat at the table. It was a very little chair
in which you first sat at the table, but, as you grew bigger, you always
went to the table, because you were a son.

The servants in the house were much bigger than you and they could
do a great many things that you could not do, and your father paid them
wages. He never paid you any—they were not his sons—but you were. If
they had put on your clothes, they would not have been his sons. You had
privileges that they had not. I remember that, in the parish where my
home was, on a certain day in the year, the Church bell rang and every-
body went to receive a penny roll. Every child had one and I remember
having mine. I claimed it as a privilege because I was my father’s son. I
think there were six of us, who all had a roll—every child in the parish
had one. So there are a number of privileges that come to us very early in
our Christian life, and we mean to have them, first, because our Lord Je-
sus Christ has given us the right to have them and, next, because if we do
not take what He bought for us, it will be robbing Him and wasting His
substance! As He has paid for it all and has given us the right to have it,
let us take it!

You were put in school because you were a son. You did not like it. I
daresay that you would rather have stayed at home at play. And you had
a touch of the rod, sometimes, because you were a son. That was one of
your privileges, “for what son is he whom the father chastens not?” One
day you were in the street with other boys, doing wrong, and your father
came along and punished you. He did not touch your companions, for
they were not his sons. You smile at those little things, but you did not, at
the time, count your punishments as privileges—but they were. When the
chastening of the Lord comes, call it a privilege, for that is what it is!
There is no greater mercy that I know of on earth than good health unless
it is sickness—and that has often been a greater mercy to me than health!

It is a good thing to be without a trouble, but it is a better thing to have
a trouble and know how to get Grace enough to bear it. I am not so much
afraid of the devil when he roars, as I am when he pretends to be asleep. I
think that, oftentimes, a roaring devil keeps us awake—and the troubles
of this life stir us up to go to God in prayer—and that which looks to us as
bad turns to our good. “We know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are called according to His purpose.”
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III. Now I come to my last point, that is, A MATTER WHICH IS MYSTE-
RIOUS. We are not only given the status of children and the privilege of
being called sons, but this mysterious matter is one of heavenly birth—
“Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God.”

This new birth is absolutely necessary. If we are ever to be numbered
among God’s children, we must be born again! Born from above. We were
born in sin, born children of wrath, even as others—to be God’s children,
it is absolutely necessary that we should be born again!

The change worked thereby is wonderfully radical. It is not a mere out-
side washing, nor any touching up and repairing. It is a total renovation.
Born again? | cannot express to you all that the change means, it is so
deep, so thorough, so complete.

It is also intensely mysterious. What must it be to be born again? “I
cannot understand it.” Says one. Nicodemus was a teacher in Israel and
he did not understand it. Does anybody understand it? Does anybody
understand his first birth? What do we know of it? And this second birth?
Some of us have passed through it and know that we have, and remember
well the pangs of that birth, yet we cannot describe the movements of the
Spirit of God by which we were formed anew, and made new creatures in
Christ Jesus, according to that Word from Him who sits on the Throne,
“Behold, I make all things new!” It is a great mystery.

Certainly it is entirely superhuman. We cannot contribute to it. Man
cannot make himself to be born again. His first birth is not of himself and
his second birth is not one jot more so. It is a work of the Holy Spirit, a
work of God! It is a new creation—it is a quickening—it is a miracle from
beginning to end!

Here is the point to which I call your special attention, it is assuredly
ours. Many of us here have been born again. We know that we have and
herein lies the evidence of it, “As many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name,
which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.” If you believe on Christ’s name, you are born of God! If
you have received Christ into your soul, you have obtained that birth that
comes not of blood, nor of the will of parents, nor of the will of man, but of
God! You have passed from death unto life!

Let no man sit down here and cover his face, and say, “There is no hope
for me. I cannot understand about this new birth.” If you will take Christ,
to have and to hold, henceforth and forever, as your ONLY trust and con-
fidence, you have received that which no line of ancestors could ever give
you, for it is “not of blood.” You possess that which no will of the father
and mother could ever give you, for it is, “not of the will of the flesh.” You
have that which your own will could not bring you, for it is, “not of the will
of man.” You have that which only the Giver of Life can bestow, for it is,
“of God!” You are born again, for you have received Christ and believed on
His name. I do not urge you to look within, to try and see whether this
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new birth is there. Instead of looking within yourself, look to Him who
hangs on yonder Cross, dying, the Just for the unjust, to bring us to God!
Fix your eyes on Him and believe in Him. And when you see in yourself
much that is evil, look to Him. And when doubts prevail, look to Him. And
when your conscience tells you of your past sins, look to Him!

I have to go through this story almost every day of the year and some-
times half a dozen times in a day. If there is a despairing soul anywhere
within 20 miles, it will find me out, no matter whether I am at home, or at
Mentone, or in any other part of the world! It will come from any distance,
broken down, despairing, half insane, sometimes, and I have no medicine
to prescribe except, “Christ, Christ, Christ—Jesus Christ and Him cruci-
fied! Look away from yourselves and trust in Him!” I go over and over and
over with this and never get one jot further. Because I find that this medi-
cine cures all soul sicknesses, while human quackery cures none! Christ
alone is the one remedy for sin-sick souls! Receive Him! Believe on His
name! We keep hammering at this. I can sympathize with Luther when he
said, “I have preached justification by faith so often, and I feel, sometimes,
that you are so slow to receive it, that I could almost take the Bible and
bang it into your heads!” I am afraid that the Truth of God would not have
entered their hearts if he had done so. This is what we aim at—to get this
one thought into a man, “You are lost and, therefore, such an One as
Christ came to save.”

One said to me just lately, “Oh, Sir, I am the biggest sinner that ever
lived!” I replied, “Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.” “But |
have not any strength.” “While we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died.” “Oh, but,” he said, “I have been utterly ungodly.” “Christ died
for the ungodly.” “But I am lost.” “Yes,” I said, “this is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners.” “The Son of man has come to save that which was lost.”

I said to this man, “You have the brush in your hand and at every
stroke it looks as if you are quoting Scripture. You seem to be making
yourself out to be the very man that Christ came to save! If you were to
make yourself out to be good and excellent, I would give you this word—
Jesus did not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. He
did not die for the good, but for the bad. He gave Himself for our sins—He
never gave Himself for our righteousness. He is a Savior. He has not come,
yet, as a Rewarder of the righteous—that will be in His Second Advent.
Now He comes as the great Forgiver of the guilty and the only Savior of the
lost. Will you come to Him in that way?”

“Oh, but,” my friend said, “I have nothing to bring to Christ.” “No,” I
said, “I know that you have not—but Christ has everything.” “Sir,” he
said, “you do not know me, otherwise you would not talk to me like this.”
And 1 said, “No, and you do not know yourself—for you are worse than
you think you are, though you think that you are bad enough in all con-
science. But be you as bad as you may, Jesus Christ came on purpose to
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lift up from the dunghill those whom He sets among princes by His free,
rich, Sovereign Grace.”

Oh, come and believe in Him, poor Sinner! I feel that if I had all your
souls, I would believe in Christ for their salvation! I would trust Him to
save a million souls if I had them, for He is mighty to save! There can be
no limit to His power to forgive! There can be no limit to the merit of His
precious blood! There can be no boundary to the efficacy of His plea before
the Throne of God! Only trust Him and you will be saved! May His gra-
cious Spirit lead you to do so now, for Christ’s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON
JOHN 1:1-34

May the Holy Spirit, who inspired these Words, inspire us through
them as we read them!

Verse 1. In the beginning was the Word. The Divine Logos, whom we
know as the Christ of God. “In the beginning was the Word.” The first
words of this Gospel remind us of the first words of the Old Testament—
“In the beginning God created the Heaven and the earth.” Even then “the
Word” Was—He existed before all time, even from everlasting.

1. And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. I know not how
the Deity of Christ can be more plainly declared than in His eternal dura-
tion. He is from the beginning. In His glory He was “with God.” In His Na-
ture He “was God.”

2. The same was in the beginning with God. As we have been singing—

“Before sin was born, or Satan fell,”
before there was a creation that could fall, “the same was in the beginning
with God.”

3. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything
made that was made. He that hung upon the Cross was the Maker of all
worlds. He that came as an Infant, for our sake, was the Infinite. How low
He stooped! How high He must have been that He could stoop so low!

4. In His was life. Essentially, Eternally.

4, 5. And the light was the light of men. And the light shines in dark-
ness; and the darkness comprehended it not. It never has done so; it never
will. You may sometimes call the darkness, the ignorance of men, or the
sin of men. If you like, you may call it the wisdom of men and the right-
eousness of men, for that is only another form of the same darkness. “The
light shines in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”

6. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. How very
different is the style of this verse from the one that precedes it! How
grand, how sublime, are the Evangelist’s words when he speaks of Jesus!
How truly human he becomes, how he dips his pen in ordinary ink when
he writes, “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.” Yet
that was a noble testimony to the herald of Christ. John the Baptist was
“a man sent from God.”
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7. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all
men through Him might believe. Dear Friends, if you and I know our real
destiny and are the servants of God, we are sent that men might, through
us, believe in Jesus. John was a special witness, but we ought all to be
witnesses to complete the chain of testimony. Every Christian should
reckon that he is sent from God to bear witness to the great Light, that,
through Him, men might believe.

8, 9. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light
that was the true Light, which lights every man that comes into the world.
There was no light from John except what he reflected from his Lord. All
the Light of God comes from Jesus. Every man who comes into the world
with any Light borrows his Light from Christ. There is no other Light—
there can be no other. He is the “Light of the World.”

10. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the
world knew Him not. This is a sad verse. He was a stranger in His own
house! He was unknown amidst His own handiwork. Men whom He had
made, made nothing of Him. “The world knew Him not”—did not recognize
Him.

11. He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. That favored
circle, the Jewish nation, where Revelation had been given—even there,
there was no place for Him. He must be despised and rejected even by His
own nation!

12, 13. But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. To
receive Christ, a man must be born of God. It is the simplest thing in all
the world, one would think, to open the door of the heart and let Him in—
but no man lets Christ into his heart till, first, God has made him to be
born again—born from above.

14. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
His glory, the glory of the Only-Begotten of the Father), full of Grace and
Truth. They who saw Christ on earth were highly privileged, but it is a
spiritual sight of Him that is to be desired—and even now we can have
that! How full of Grace, how full of Truth He is to all those who are privi-
leged to behold Him!

15, 16. John bore witness of Him, and cried, saying, This was He of
whom I spoke, He that comes after me is preferred before me: for He was
before me. And of His fullness have we all received, and Grace for Grace. |
wish that we could all say that. Even out of this company, many can say it
and, linking our hands with those who have gone before us, and those
who are still with us in the faith, we say unitedly, “Of His fullness have we
all received,” and we hope to receive from it, again, tonight, for it is still
His fullness! There is never a trace of declining in Him. It was fullness
when the first sinner came to Him and it is still fullness—it will be full-
ness to the very end. “And Grace for Grace.” We get Grace to reach out to
another Grace, each Grace becoming a steppingstone to something higher!
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I do not believe in our rising on the “steppingstones of our dead selves.”
They are poor stones—they all lead downwards. The steppingstones of the
living Christ lead upwards! Grace for Grace, Grace upon Grace, till Grace
is crowned with Glory!

17. For the Law was given by Moses, but Grace and Truth came by Je-
sus Christ. We know that the Law came by Moses. The Law has often bur-
dened us, crushed us, convinced us, condemned us. Let us be equally
clear that Grace and the Truth of God come by this Divine channel, “Je-
sus Christ.”

18. No man has seen God at any time; the only- begotten Son, which is
in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. We do not need to see
God apart from Christ. I am perfectly satisfied to see the Eternal Light
through His own chosen Medium, Christ Jesus. Apart from that Medium,
the light might blind my eyes! “No man has seen God at any time.” Who
can look on the sun? What mind can look on God? But Christ does not
hide the Father—He manifests Him. “The only-begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”

19 - 23. And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who are you? And he confessed and
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. And they asked him, What
then? Are you Elijah? And he said, I am not. Are you the Prophet? And he
answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who are you? That we may give an
answer to them that sent us. What say you of yourself? He said, I am the
voice—not, “I am the Word,” but—I am the voice.” Christ is the essential
Word—we are but the voice to make that Word of God sound across the
desert of human life.

23. Of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord,
as said the Prophet Isaiah. You see, even as a voice, John was not original.
That straining after originality of which we see so much of today, finds no
warrant among the true servants of God. Even though John is only a
voice, yet he is a voice that quotes the Scriptures: “Make straight the way
of the Lord, as said the Prophet Isaiah.” The more of Scripture we can
voice, the better. Our words, what are they? They are but air. His Word,
what is it? It is, “Grace and Truth.” May we continually be lending a voice
to the great Words of God that have gone before!

24 - 27. And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. And they
asked him, and said unto him, Why do you baptize, then, if you are not that
Christ, nor Elijjah, neither that Prophet? John answered them, saying, I bap-
tize with water: but there stands One among you, whom you know not; He
it is, who, coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoelace I am not
worthy to unloose. Ah, Dear Friends, although it was a lowly expression
that John used, you and I often feel that we need something that goes
even lower than that! What are we worthy to do for Christ? Yet there are
times when, if there is a shoelace to be unloosed, we are too proud to
stoop to do it! When there is something to be done that will bring no
honor to us, we are too high and mighty to do it! O child of God, if you
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have ever been in that condition, be greatly ashamed of yourself! John
was first in his day, the morning star of the Light of the Gospel, yet even
he felt that he was not worthy to do the least thing for Christ. Where shall
you and I put ourselves? Paul said that he was “less than the least of all
the saints.” He ran away with a title that might have been very appropri-
ate for us. Well, we must let him have it, I suppose, and we must try to
find another like it. But if we cannot find suitable words, God help us to
have the humble feeling, which is better still!

28, 29. These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where
John was baptizing. The next day John saw Jesus coming unto him, and
said, Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world! John
preached a sacrificial Savior, a sin-bearing Savior, a sin-atoning Savior.

You and I have nothing else to preach. Let each of us say—
“Tis all my business here below
To cry, Behold the Lamb!”

30, 31. This is He of whom I said, After me comes a Man which is pre-
ferred before me: for He was before me. And I knew Him not. Although
John knew the Savior, personally, he did not know Him officially. He had
a token given to him by God, by which he was to know the Messiah, and
he did not officially know Him till he had that token fulfilled.

31 - 33. But that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I
come baptizing with water. And John bore record, saying, I saw the Spirit
descending from Heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him. And I knew
Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me,
Upon whom you shall see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the
same is He which baptizes with the Holy Spirit. John could not know of his
own judgment. No doubt he was morally certain that Jesus was the
Christ. He had been brought up with Him. He knew His mother, he had
heard of His wondrous birth. John and Jesus must have been together of-
ten, but he was not to use his own judgment in this case, but to wait for
the sign from Heaven. And until he witnessed it, he did not say a word
about it. When he saw the Holy Spirit descend upon Him, then he knew
that it was even He!

34. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. Hear you,
then, the witness of John! The Christ, who came from Nazareth to be bap-
tized of him in Jordan, He on whom the Holy Spirit descended like a
dove—“this is the Son of God.” This is the sin-bearing Lamb! Oh, that you
and I might fulfill John’s expectation, for he spoke that we might believe.
He, being dead, yet speaks! May we believe his witness and be assured
that “this is the Son of God!”

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—249, 549, 728.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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THE NEW YEAR’S GUEST
NO. 1757

A SERMON PREACHED ON LORDS-DAY AFTERNOON,
DECEMBER 16, 1883,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT MENTONE, BEFORE THE COMMUNION,
TO A SMALL COMPANY OF BELIEVERS.

“lI was a stranger, and you took Me in.”
Matthew 25:385.

“But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.”
John 1:12.

I LATELY received a New Year’s card which suggested to me the topic
on which I am about to speak to you. The designer of the card has, with
holy insight, seen the relation of the two texts to each other and rendered
both of them eminently suggestive by placing them together. There is
freshness in the thought that, by receiving Jesus as a stranger, our believ-
ing hospitality works in us a Divine capacity and we thereby receive power
to become the sons of God. The connection suggested between the two In-
spired words is really existent and by no means strained or fanciful, as
you will see by reading the context of the passage in John—“He was in the
world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not.” So
He was a stranger in the world which He Himself had made! “He came
unto His own, and His own received Him not.” So He was a stranger
among the people whom He had set apart for His own by many deeds of
mercy! “But as many as received Him”—that is to say, gave entertainment
to this blessed Stranger—“to them gave He power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on His name.”

I thought that this might prove to be a suitable and salutary passage to
discourse upon at the beginning of a New Year, for this is a season of hos-
pitality and some among our friends will think it well to commence a New
Year by saying to the Lord Jesus, “Come in, You blessed of the Lord; why
do You stand outside?” This Divine stranger has knocked at many doors
till His head is wet with dew and His locks with the drops of the night.
And now I trust there are some who will rise up and open unto Him so
that at the end of the year they may say with Job, “The stranger did not

lodge in the street: but I opened my doors to the traveler.” Verily, in so do-
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ing, you will not only entertain angels unawares, but you will be receiving
the Lord of angels!

The day in which you receive Him shall be the beginning of years to
you—it shall be the first of a series of years which, whether they are few or
many, shall be, each one, in the best sense happy! I would say a few
words, first, about the Stranger taken in and then, about the Stranger
making strangers into sons.

I. THE STRANGER TAKEN IN—this is a simile given to us by our Lord,
Himself—a royal metaphor presented to us from His own Throne. Note
that the passage begins, “I was hungry and you gave Me meat: I was
thirsty and you gave Me drink.” These are two good works which prove
faith in Jesus and love of Him and, therefore, they are accepted, recorded
and rewarded. But it is a distinct and memorable growth when it comes
to, “I was a stranger, and you took Me in.” A place to stay is a larger gift
than refreshment at the door. It is good, believingly, to do anything for
Christ, however small, but it is a much better thing to give entertainment
to Jesus within our souls, admitting Him into our minds and hearts.

We have not come to the full of what our Lord has a right to expect of
us until we have given from our stores to Him by benefiting His poor and
aiding His cause—then we deliberately open the doors of our entire being
to Him and install Him in our souls as an honored Guest! We must not be
satisfied with giving Him cups of cold water, or morsels of bread, but we
must “constrain Him, saying, Abide with us.” Our hearts must be as a
Bethany, where, like Mary, Martha and Lazarus, we give our Master a
grand welcome! Or as the house of Obededom where the Ark of the Lord
may dwell in peace. Our prayer must be that of Abraham’s, “My Lord, if
now I have found favor in Your sight, pass not away, I pray You, from
Your servant.”

The most important word of our text is stranger and its light casts a
hue of strangeness over the whole passage. Here are three strange things.
The first is, that the Lord Jesus should be a Stranger here below. Is it not a
strange thing that, “He was in the world, and the world was made by
Him,” and yet He was a stranger in it? Yet is it not a whit more strange
than true, for when He was born there was no room for Him in the inn?
Inns had open doors for ordinary strangers, but not for Him, for He was a
greater Stranger than any around Him. It was Bethlehem of David, the
seat of the ancient family to which He belonged, but alas, He had become
“a Stranger unto His brethren, and an alien unto His mother’s children”!
And no door was opened unto Him.

Soon there was no safe room for Him in the village, itself, for Herod the
king sought the young Child’s life and He must flee into Egypt, to be a
Stranger in a strange land and worse than a stranger—an exile and a fugi-
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tive from the land where, by birthright, He was king! On His return and in
His public appearing, there was still no room for Him among the mass of
the people. He came to His own Israel—to whom Prophets had revealed
Him and types had set Him forth—but they would have none of Him. “He
was despised and rejected of men.” He was the Man “whom men ab-
horred,” whom they so much detested that they cried, “Away with Him!
Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Yes, the world so little knew Him that they
must necessarily hang up the Lord of Glory on a Cross and put “the Holy
One and the Just” to a felon’s death! Jew and Gentile alike conspired to
prove how truly He was a stranger—the Jew said, “As for this Fellow, we
know not from where He is.” And the Roman asked Him, “Where are You
from?”

Now, that Christ should be such a Stranger was, indeed, a sadly singu-
lar thing, and yet we need not wonder, for how should a wicked, selfish
world know Jesus or receive Him? The Lord’s own had been forewarned of
this in ancient type, for long before the Lord appeared in the flesh, He had
shown Himself as a Stranger to the faithful. He came in angelic form to
Abraham and thus we read the story—“And he lifted up his eyes and
looked and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to
meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground. And
said, My Lord, if now I have found favor in Your sight, pass not away, I
pray you, from Your servant: Let a little water, I pray You, be fetched, and
wash Your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: and I will fetch a mor-
sel of bread, and comfort you your hearts.”

The Lord, who stands out in the center of the three, was a Stranger,
and the father of the faithful entertained Him, in type of what all the faith-
ful of every age will do. This is He of whom Jeremiah said, “O the hope of
Israel, the Savior thereof in time of trouble, why should You be as a
stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turns aside to tarry for
a night?” Yet with this fair warning, it still remains sadly singular that,
coming on an errand of mercy, our Lord should find so scant a welcome;
should be so little known; so seldom recognized, so harshly entreated.
Truly as Egypt made Israel to serve with rigor, so have we made this pa-
tient Stranger to serve with our sins and wearied Him with our iniquities.

The Son of Man had not where to lay His head. Luke says the barbari-
ans showed Paul and his friends no little kindness—but men were worse
than barbarians to their Savior! Shall the servant be better treated than
his master, or the disciple than his Lord? “Behold, what manner of love
the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God: therefore the world knows us not, because it knew Him not.” Another
strange thing is that we should be able to receive the Lord Jesus as a
stranger. He has gone into Glory and will He always say of us, “I was a
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stranger and you took Me in”? Yes, He will say so, if we render to Him that
spiritual hospitality of which He here speaks.

This can be done in several ways. Brothers and Sisters in Christ, for
such I trust you are, we can receive Christ as a stranger when Believers
are few and despised in any place. We may sojourn where worldliness
abounds and religion is at a discount—and it may need some courage to
swear our faith in Jesus. Then have we an opportunity of winning the ap-
proving word, “I was a stranger, and you took Me in.” There is a sure proof
of love in receiving our Lord as a stranger. If the Queen desired, again, to
visit Mentone, every villa would be gladly placed at her disposal! But were
she driven from her empire and reduced to be a poor stranger, hospitality
to her would be a greater test of loyalty than it is today.

When Jesus is in low esteem in any place, and He sometimes is so, let
us be all the more bold to acknowledge our allegiance to Him. I fear that
many professors take their color from their company and are fellows with
the irreligious and the unbelieving. These cry, “Hosanna,” with the multi-
tude of the Lord’s admirers, but in heart they have no love to the Son of
God. Our loyalty to Christ must never be a matter of latitude and longi-
tude—we must love Him in every land, honor Him when the multitude
disregard Him—and we must speak of Him when all forget Him. Again, we
have the Lord’s own warrant for saying that if we show brotherly kindness
to a poor saint we entertain the Lord, Himself.

If we see Christians in need, or despised and ridiculed and we say, “You
are my Brother in Christ. It matters not what garb you wear, the name of
Christ is named on you and I suffer with you. I will relieve your needs and
share your reproach,” then the glorious Lord, Himself, will say to us at the
last, “Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these, My
brethren, you have done it unto Me.” It does seem passing strange,
though I thus speak, that you and I should still be able to entertain our
Lord and yet it is so! We do not wonder that the righteous, with a humble
truthfulness exclaim, “Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You?
Or thirsty and gave You drink? When did we see You a stranger and took
You in?” Neither are we free from admiring surprise. We also cry, “Will
God in very deed dwell with men upon the earth? Will He accept hospital-
ity at our hands?” It is even so!

Again, we may entertain the Stranger, Christ, by holding fast to His
faithful Word when the doctrines taught by Himself and His Apostles are
in ill repute. Nowadays the Truth which God has revealed seems of less
account with men than their own thoughts and dreams! And they who
still believe Christ’s faithful Word shall have it said of them, “I was a
stranger and you took Me in.” When you see the revealed Truth of God, as
it were, wandering about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, af-
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flicted, tormented, and no man says a good word for it, then is the hour
come to acknowledge it because it is Christ’s Truth—and to prove your fi-
delity by counting the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the treas-
ures of Egypt!

Oh, scorn on those who only believe what everybody else believes be-
cause they must be in the swim with the majority! These are but dead fish
borne of the current and they will be washed away to a shameful end! If
living fish swim against the stream, so do living Christians pursue
Christ’s Truth against the set and current of the times, defying alike the
ignorance and the culture of the age! It is the Believer’s honor, the chiv-
alry of a Christian, to be the steadfast friend of the Truth of God when all
other men have forsaken it. So, also, when Christ’s precepts are disre-
garded, His day forgotten and His worship neglected, we can come in, take
up our cross and follow Him—and so receive Him as a stranger.

To be sure, some will say, “Those people are fanatical Methodists, or
strait-laced Presbyterians,” but what of that? It matters nothing to us
what the world thinks of us, for we are crucified to it and it to us! If our
Lord has laid down a rule, it is ours to follow it and find rest unto our
souls in so doing! Yes, and a special rest in doing it, when by so doing we
are securing that blessed sentence, “I was a stranger, and you took Me
in.” Death, itself, for His sake, would be a small matter if thereby we se-
cured that priceless word!

Once more, that spiritual life which is the innermost receiving of
Christ—that new life which no man knows but he that has received it;
that quickening of the Spirit which makes the Christian as much superior
to ordinary men as men are above dumb, driven cattle—if we receive that
blessed gift, then shall we with emphasis be entertaining our Lord as a
stranger. Profession is abundant, but the secret life is rare. The name to
live is everywhere, but where is the life fully seen? To be rather than to
talk; to enjoy rather than to pretend; to have Christ truly within—this is
not every man’s attainment, but those who have it are among the God-like
ones, the true sons of God!

A third strange thing is the fact that Jesus will deign to dwell in our
hearts. Such a One as Jesus in such a one as I am? The King of Glory in a
sinner’s bosom? This is a miracle of Divine Grace, yet the manner of it is
simple enough. A humble, repenting faith opens the door and Jesus en-
ters the heart at once. Love shuts the door with the hand of Penitence and
holy Watchfulness keeps out intruders. Thus is the promise made good,
“If any man hears My voice, and opens the door, I will come in to him and
will sup with him, and he with Me.” Meditation, contemplation, prayer,
praise and daily obedience keep the house in order for the Lord!
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And then follows the consecration of our entire nature to His use as a
temple—the dedication of spirit, soul, body and all their powers, as holy
vessels of the sanctuary! It is the writing of, “Holiness unto the Lord,”
upon all that is about us till our everyday garments become vestments,
our meals sacraments, our life a ministry and ourselves priests unto the
Most High! Oh, the supreme condescension of this indwelling! He never
dwelt in angels, but He resides in a contrite spirit! There is a world of
meaning in the Redeemer’s words, “I in them.” May we know them as Paul
translates them, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

II. A few words must suffice upon THE STRANGER MAKING STRANG-
ERS INTO SONS. “As many as received Him, to them gave He power to be-
come the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.” Yes, Be-
loved, the moment Christ is received into our hearts by faith, we are no
more strangers and foreigners, but of the household of God, for the Lord
adopts us and puts us among His children! It is a splendid act of Divine
Grace, that He should take us, who were heirs of wrath, and make us
heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus Christ! Such honor have all the saints,
even all that believe on His name.

There is more to follow—the designation of sons brings with it a birth
into the actual condition of sons. The privilege brings with it the power;
the name is backed up and warranted by the nature—for the Spirit of God
enters into us, when Christ comes, and causes us to be born again. To be
adopted without being born again would be a lame blessing, but when we
are both adopted and regenerated then have we the fullness of sonship
and the Grace is made perfect towards us. “Except a man is born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” And this mysterious birth, which
comes with the reception of Christ, makes us free, not only in the king-
dom of God, but in the house and the heart of God!

Don’t forget that when the Lord Jesus enters our hearts, there springs
up between us and Him a living, loving, lasting union which seals our son-
ship—for as we become one with the Son, we must be sons, also. Jesus
puts it, “My Father and your Father.” It is the Spirit of His Son in our
hearts by which we cry, “Abba, Father.” “He that is joined unto the Lord is
one spirit.” We are unto the Father even as Jesus is, as He says, “You
have loved them as You have loved Me.” Thus you see that in receiving Je-
sus, we receive, as the Revised Version puts it, “the right to become the
sons of God.”

Yet once more—the practical reception of Jesus into the life becomes a
proof to ourselves and others that we are the sons of God, for it creates in
us a likeness to God which is apparent and unquestionable. For look, al-
though Jehovah, our God, is incomprehensible and Infinite, and His Glory
is inconceivable in its splendor, yet this fact we know of Him, that in His
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bosom lies His Son, with whom He is always well-pleased. When we re-
ceive Jesus into our bosom, as one with us, and when our joy and delight
are in Him, we do, in that matter, become like the Father. Having thus,
with the Father, the same Object of love and delight, we are brought into
fellowship with Him and begin to walk in the Light of God as He is in the
Light.

A small window will let in the great sun—much more will Jesus, as the
blessed meeting place between our souls and God—Ilet in the Life, Light
and Love of God into our souls, making us like God! Moreover, having re-
ceived Jesus as a stranger, we feel a tenderness towards all strangers, for
we see in their condition some resemblance to our own. We have love to
all who, like ourselves, are strangers with God and sojourners, as all our
fathers were, and thus again we are made like God, of whom it is written,
“The Lord preserves the strangers.” Our God is “kind unto the unthankful
and to the evil.” Our Lord Jesus, therefore, bade us be the children of our
Father which is in Heaven, “For He makes His sun to rise on the evil and
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”

By becoming doers of good, we are known as children of the good God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of
God.” A man is a son of God when he lives beyond himself by a thoughtful
care for others; when his soul is not confined within the narrow circle of
his own ribs, but goes abroad to bless those around him, however unwor-
thy they may be. True children of God never see a lost one without seek-
ing to save him; never hear of misery without longing to bestow comfort.
“You know the heart of a stranger,” said the Lord to Israel. And so do we,
for we were once captives, ourselves, and even now our choicest Friend is
still a stranger, for whose sake we love all suffering men.

When Christ is in us, we search out opportunities for bringing prodi-
gals, strangers and outcasts to the great Father’s house. Our love goes out
to all mankind and our hands are closed against none if it is so that we
are made like God, as little children are like their father. Oh, sweet result
of entertaining the Son of God by faith! He dwells in us and we gaze upon
Him in holy fellowship so that, “we all with open face beholding as in a
glass, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from glory
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

“Love is of God and everyone that loves is born of God and knows God.”
May we daily feel the power of Jesus within our hearts, transforming our
whole character and making us to be more and more manifestly the chil-
dren of God! When our Lord asks, concerning us, “What manner of men
were they?” may even His enemies and ours be compelled to answer, “As
You are, so were they—each one resembled the children of a King.” Then
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shall Jesus be admired in all them that believe, for men shall see in the
children, the Divine Stranger’s handiwork.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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FOR THE GREAT SAVIOR
NO. 669

DELIVERED ON SUNDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 17, 1865,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name:
who were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
John 1:12.

DIVINE Truth is one, but it is many-sided. When you have looked at it
from one point of view you may reverse your position, and, though the
Truth at which you look will be the same, you will marvel at its freshness
as seen from another aspect. This morning we sought to show you how
Jesus Christ received sinners [Volume 11, Sermon #665—Open House for
All Comers.] Tonight it shall be our endeavor, as the Holy Spirit may en-
able us, to set forth how sinners receive Christ.

It is perfectly true that the work of salvation lies first and mainly in Je-
sus receiving sinners to Himself to pardon, to cleanse, to sanctify, to pre-
serve, to make perfect. But, at the same time the sinner also receives
Christ. There is an act on the sinner’s part by which, being constrained by
Divine Grace, he opens his heart to the admission of Jesus Christ and Je-
sus enters in and dwells in the heart, and reigns and rules there. To a
gracious readiness of heart to entertain the Friend who knocks at the
door, we are brought by God the Holy Spirit, and then He sups with us
and we with Him.

We shall take, tonight, the view of the subject opened up before us by
this text. We shall begin by simply and shortly describing how the sinner
receives Christ. Secondly, the privilege, or power, which is conferred as
the result of this reception of Christ. And thirdly, the great change which
is involved in the fact that the sinner has received Christ, the fact that the
sinner has been born again from above, “not of the will of man, but of
God.”

I. As briefly, then, as may be, and very simply, indeed, we will describe
WHAT IT IS FOR THE SINNER TO RECEIVE CHRIST. This receiving Christ
lies in several things. If a man would receive Christ he must, first of all,
receive Him in His Person as He is revealed in the Sacred Scriptures. We
are taught over and over again in Scripture that Jesus Christ is Imman-
uel, God with us, God manifest in the flesh, Jehovah’s equal in fashion as
a man.

The “WORD”—that “Word” of which it is said, “the Word was God”—was
“made manifest” in flesh among men, and they “beheld His glory.” Though
He “thought it not robbery to be equal with God,” yet “He made Himself of
no reputation, but took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in

Volume 12 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 1



2 Open Heart for the Great Savior Sermon #669
the likeness of men.” This was a new and startling doctrine when first
preached to heathen sages, that God should take humanity into so inti-
mate a connection with Himself, as really and truly to be Man and God in
the same Person.

But it is a doctrine which must be received by you or else you cannot
receive Christ. My Master will not be satisfied with the acknowledgment
that His Character is lovely, His doctrine pure, and His moral teaching
super-excellent. He will not be content with your admission that He is a
Prophet greater than any Prophet that ever came before or after Him. He
will not rest satisfied with your admission that He is a teacher sent from
Heaven, and a Being who, on account of His virtues, is now peculiarly ex-
alted in Heaven.

All this is well, but it is not enough! You must also believe that He, who
as Man was born of the Virgin, and was dandled upon her lap at Bethle-
hem, was as God none other than the everlasting Lord, without beginning
of days or end of years. You do not receive Christ in very deed and truth
unless you believe in His proper humanity and actual Godhead. Indeed,
what is there for you to receive if you do not receive this? A Savior who is
not Divine can be no Savior for us! How can a mere man, however emi-
nent, deliver his fellows from sins such as yours and mine? How can he
bear the burden of our guilt any more than we can ourselves bear it, if
there is no more about him than about any other singularly virtuous
man?

An angel would stagger beneath the load of human criminality, and
much more would this be the case with even a perfect man. It needed
those mighty shoulders—“Which bear the earth’s huge pillars up,” to sus-
tain the weight of human sin, and carry it into the wilderness of forgetful-
ness! You must receive Christ, in order to be saved by Him, as being God
though man. But, my dear Friends, the mere belief of this doctrine will not
save anybody! There are many persons who have no need to fear the
curses of the Athanasian Creed, nor the test of any other dogmatic way of
expressing the fact of the Deity of Christ. But they are, nevertheless, very
far from having received Christ Jesus Himselfl A man may believe another
to be a clever physician, and yet if he has a personal objection to him, he
may refuse to receive him as such.

If a man would receive Jesus rightly, he must, in the next place, accept
Him in all His offices. Our blessed Lord has three main offices. We find
Him spoken of as “Prophet,” “Priest,” and “King,” and men must be willing
to take Him in each and all of the three. As a “Prophet” He teaches—what
He has received of God He manifests to man. Am I willing to abide by His
teaching? Do I take His words, and the words which He delivered by His
Apostles, as being my directory and rule? I have a certain “doxy” which
some call, “heterodoxy,” but which, perhaps, I think to be “orthodoxy.”
Can I sincerely say that Jesus Christ is the Dictator of my orthodoxy?

Do I take Him and His teaching to be the Truth by which I will abide? I
find one Church holding one creed, and another Church holding another.
Do I look at all these standards of faith, and say of them, “I will follow
them as far as they follow Christ, but neither to cardinal, bishop, synod,
nor presbytery will I yield my faith”? I must first know whether the teach-
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ing of these men is in accordance with the teaching of Him whom I take
to be my Master and my Teacher. Whether you are Calvinists, or Armini-
ans, or anything else, dear Friends, be first and chiefly Christians—
Christians following Christ—receiving Him as the great Expositor to you of
God, and of the great Truths of Revelation.

You will tell me you have your “bodies of divinity.” There never was but
one “body of divinity,” and that was the “body” of the Man, Christ Jesus!
Do you, abating all prejudices and self-formed opinions, receive our Lord
as the great embodiment of Truth? The truest and the best system of the-
ology is Jesus Christ! If you learn Him you have all Truth—you have noth-
ing in excess, and nothing is omitted. He is the mold of Truth into which
your prepared mind must be delivered to receive form and shape from His

perfect wisdom. Our hearts must receive Him as the Truth of God—
“You are the Truth, Your Word alone
True wisdom can impart.
To You I yield a willing mind,
And open all my heart.”

If I receive Jesus as “Prophet,” I must also take Him as “Priest.” Herein,
indeed, mainly lies His work. He came to purify men from sin. He stood
before God offering a sacrifice of propitiation by which the guilt of man is
removed. If I am not willing to receive Him as an atoning sacrifice, it is in
vain for me to esteem Him as an exemplar. His Cross of Atonement is in-
separable from Himself. We must not only glory in Christ but in Him Cru-
cified, or else we shall surely be led forth with His enemies. Jesus must be
my only ground of confidence for pardon. I must leave all human priests. I
must have done with all trusting in priest-craft in any shape or form,
whether it is in the Popish, Anglican, or any other fashion.

I must neither make myself a priest, nor look upon any other man as
being priest for me. I must look upon Jesus Christ as being the only Priest
in whom I confide—for, mark you—my Master claims the sole prerogative
of priesthood and He only permits us, His people, to hold it as being in
Him. And then we all, without exception, can say—“He has made us kings
and priests unto God.” But any special form of priesthood, peculiar to a
certain class, is as alien to the spirit of Christianity as any dogma can
possibly be. Every regenerated man becomes a priest by virtue of his un-
ion with Christ Jesus. But out of this union, it is treason to think of
priesthood.

You have not received Christ as the truly regenerated children of God
have received Him unless you have accepted Him as the Anointed of God,
the only Priest in whom to trust for the salvation of your soul—

“I other priests disclaim,

And laws, and offerings, too.

None but the bleeding Lamb

The mighty work can do.

He shall have all the praise, for He

Has loved, and lived, and died for me.”
If I yield to the Lord Jesus Christ as Prophet and Priest, I must also give
Him allegiance as my “King.” He will reign where He purifies. He is not
content to teach me, but He will also govern me. What do you say, my

Hearers? Will you give yourself up, body and soul, to be ruled absolutely
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by Christ? Shall His Laws be binding upon your conscience and carried
out in your life?

Do you say now, as before the Searcher of all hearts—“I desire in every-
thing to be guided by Him, to submit myself to His absolute control”? You
cannot really and truly receive the Savior unless you are willing to do this.
God has not sent His Son to be the messenger of sin! He will forgive your
past offenses, but you must in the future submit yourselves to His gentle
sway. “Kiss the Son,” is one of the first Gospel commands—“Kiss the Son,
lest He be angry, and you perish from the Way when His wrath is kindled
but a little.” Remember the doom of those men who said, “We will not
have this Man to reign over us.”

Take His easy yoke. Bow before His Throne of love. Touch the silver
scepter of His Divine Grace. “He is your Lord, and worship Him.” Crown
Him in the palace of your soul and set Him on the throne of your affec-
tions, for He is the King of angels and should be the King of men—

“My King supreme, to You I bow,
A willing subject at Your feet.
All other Lords I disavow,

And to Your government submit.

My Savior King this heart would love,
And imitate the blest above.”

Can we, dear Friends, thus accept Christ tonight, as Prophet, Priest, and
King? If not, it is idle to talk about receiving Jesus Christ—we do not
know Him—and are not known of Him! Our Lord is not to be divided and
parceled out. You must have Him altogether or not at all. You must admit
Him in all His offices, or He will not come under your roof.

But a man may agree to all this and yet not receive Christ! All this is
necessary as a steppingstone, but we must go on to something more. I
must receive Jesus Christ as being all this to me. I must give myself to
Him and take Him as mine, as having near relationship to me and influ-
ence upon me. Another man’s Christ will not save you. He must be your
Christ. You have been accustomed to go to a place of worship and you
think, perhaps, “Well, I have gone with the rest, and therefore it is all right
with me.” And when you have heard a sermon it has been addressed to
the congregation in the plural and you have been content to get a little
share of it, but a very little one, indeed.

Now, you have never heard aright unless the Truth has come to you in
the singular number, as to you alone. The gate of salvation is too narrow
for two persons to go through arm-in-arm. You must all singly and sepa-
rately pass the portal of Eternal Life just as you did the portal of natural
life. You must feel not only that such and such things are true, but that
they are true to you. If you receive our dear Redeemer as a Prophet, He
begins to exercise that office by telling you that you are naturally lost, ru-
ined, and undone. Do you believe this? Do you believe it to be true of
you—not of chimney-sweeps, not of streetwalkers, not only of thieves in
prison, but of you—that you are condemned under the Law of God? Do
you take home the doctrine of the Fall, and of the depravity of human na-
ture as being true to you?

He tells you, next, that the only way to remove your sin is by His pre-
cious blood. Has that blood any reference to you? Have you trusted it?
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Has it washed you from sin? You have not taken the Lord Jesus as a
Priest unless you have believed in His blood as presenting a propitiation
for your sins, and as cleansing you before the holy Presence of the Most
High God. You have not truly accepted Jesus as King unless you have
personally submitted yourself to Him. In everything else people are so self-
ish that nothing but personal possession will content them! Why are they
not thus careful in religious matters?

They do not rejoice in the gold in the bank cellars—they aspire to have
a good account at their own bank account. They do not consider them-
selves fed because there may happen to be a fine dinner provided at the
London Tavern—they wish to see a feast on their own tables. But in eter-
nal matters of infinitely more importance, men are, alas, so satisfied with
generalities. “Yes! Oh yes, we are a Christian nation.” Wonderfully so! “Of
course, we, as a family always go to a place of worship. We are not hea-
thens! We were born in a Christian land.” A “Christian land.” It is, we
must all admit, a very Christian land!

Very Christian, indeed! Look at our gin palaces and our divorce courts!
But what of that? How can national religion content private conscience
any more than national wealth can console personal poverty? Still, the
most of men care so little about their souls that they are satisfied with
generalities! They do not come to particulars, to personalities. Why should
they be so particular in other matters and not in religion? Why seek a
personal interest in gold and land and estates, and then leave Heaven and
the eternal world to be matters of universal speculation? You have not re-
ceived Christ truly if you have not gripped Him with your own hands and
claimed Him as your own!

You must get right hold of Him for yourselves. There is no receiving a
thing unless the thing received is held by the receiver. Water is poured
into a vessel and anything received is contained within the thing receiving
it. So Christ Jesus must come right into you, into personal, conscious re-
lationship with your own spirit so as to act upon you and influence you or
else you have not received Him! I hope I shall not make what is very plain,
very difficult.

One is sometimes afraid, in giving explanations, that one may do what
a good Divine did with Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress” which he edited with
explanatory notes. He went round among his flock and said to one good
woman, “Do you understand Mr. Bunyan’s Pilgrim?” “Oh yes, Sir,” was
the answer, “very well, indeed. And I hope that one day I shall be able to
understand your explanations.” So, perhaps, you will say of me, that you
understand the text very well, and you hope that one day you will be able
to understand my explanations!

Well, I really do not know how to make it more plain. My desire is to
say very distinctly that we must receive the Lord Jesus Christ as a Divine
Being—receive Him in all His offices—and receive Him to ourselves in all
those offices. The pith and marrow of receiving Christ we find in the next
remark: we must trust Him. The true reception of Christ is explained in
the text, “Even to them that believe on His name.” To “receive” then, is to
“believe,” or, in other words, to credit, to rely upon, to trust.
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Now this is the simplest matter in all the world, and yet, by reason of
its simplicity, it is the hardest possible act for human nature to perform.
So hard, that although faith still remains the act of man, it is an act
which he never performs till he receives faith as the gift of God. We do not
naturally care for a plan of salvation so simple and devoid of merit—but
there it is and we cannot alter it—nor ought we desire to do so. As many
as trust Christ, to them He gives power to become the sons of God. The
whole act of faith lies in the simple matter of believing that Jesus is God’s
appointed Savior, and then throwing ourselves upon Him to save us.

You know what trust is in earthly matters. You rely upon a friend in
cases of difficulty, and then you do not trouble yourself about the matter
any more. A person offers to pay your debts and you go home and con-
sider yourself out of debt—you trust the person. Now Jesus says to you, “I
have suffered for the sin of all Believers. God can now forgive sin and yet
be a just God. He has punished Me instead of sinners who believe on Me.
Trust Me. Rely upon Me and your reliance will be at once evidence to you
that I died for you—that I carried your sin—that God punished Me for
you. He, therefore, never can punish you because in justice He cannot
punish both Substitute and offender for one and the same sin.”

God can never punish Christ for your sin and then lay the sin at your
door. He will not send your Substitute to the wars for you and then de-
mand you to go for whom the Substitute has already gone. The act of
trusting Jesus Christ is the act which brings a soul into a state of Grace
and is the mark and evidence of our being bought with the blood of the
Lord Jesus. Do you trust Him, dear Hearers? Then, if so, you receive Him.
When the soul has thus trusted Christ there comes another form of recep-
tion. The outer golden door of faith being first opened, the inner pearly

gate of affection is next thrown open. They who trust Christ, love Christ—
“Sure I must love, or are my ears
Still deaf, nor will my passions move?
Lord! Melt this flinty heart to tears—
This heart shall yield to death or love.”

I do not love Christ first, and then trust Him. I, in the dawn of spiritual
life, trust Him to save me. I find He does save me and I then love Him be-
cause He first loved me. I trust Him to deliver me out of the bondage of my
daily sins. And then I find that I am stronger against those sins than I
ever was before—that I can tread a corruption under foot when I trust Je-
sus, which I could not battle with before I trusted Him. I find He really
does come to my rescue, and therefore I then say to him, “I love You, O
my Helper and Friend.” And from that time on Jesus Christ lives in my
heart!

We cannot help using expressions such as, “Christ living in us,” “Jesus
formed in us,” and the like, when talking about these things. And to spiri-
tual men they are very simple, but to the carnal mind they are very diffi-
cult. Let us in a word expound them. Just as when a man is attached to a
certain friend, that friend is said to, “live in his heart.” So Jesus lives in
the hearts of His people because they love Him.

And, just as when a man has devoted himself to the pursuit of science,
that science fills his soul, lives in his soul, makes an abode of it, makes a
kingdom of it where it will rule and reign. So, love to Jesus, faith in Him,
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and devotion to His cause enter into the soul of the Believer and fill it,
and thus that soul receives Him. The first door is the door of simple
faith—a door which has been opened in many a sinner’s heart by the lov-
ing hand of the Holy Spirit—a door, which we pray, may be opened in
yours tonight. Oh, how gently does the door of faith turn on its hinges! A
babe taught of God may push it open!

You may not understand all the doctrines of the Bible but you can un-
derstand this—if you trust in Jesus Christ you will be a son of God! You
cannot perform a complex act of an educated mind. Sympathy with poetic
imagery and enjoyment of metaphysical refinements are quite beyond you.
But if the Holy Spirit teaches you, you will see that the act of faith is not a
complex act, but a very simple one, indeed! It is so simple that children of
three and four years of age have doubtless been capable of it. And there
have been many persons but very little removed from absolute idiocy who
have been able to believe.

A doctrine which needs to be reasoned out may require a high degree of
mental development—but the simple act of trusting requires nothing of the
kind. If you cannot read a letter in a book you may believe this—that God
came down from Heaven in the Person of Jesus Christ and suffered for sin
Himself that He might forgive sin and yet be just. I wonder that a man can
hear it and not believe it! It is an amazing thing that such good news is
not at once believed. Let me repeat it, and oh, may the blessed Spirit work
faith in you who hear it! God was so just that He could not forgive sin
without violating His Nature! He must award punishment to transgres-
sion.

But to make mercy consistent with the severest justice, the Lawgiver
came Himself among men and gave His own shoulders to the scourge, and
stretched out His own hands to feel the nails, to suffer, bleed, and die!
And now if you trust God in the Person of Christ, and do rely upon Him to
put away your sin. And if you take Him from now on to be your King and
Ruler, you shall be saved! God be thanked that we have so simple a Gos-
pel to preach and may the Lord bring many to receive it, that they may
become His sons!

II. We now turn to THE GREAT PRIVILEGE, which is said in the text to
be given to those who trust in the Son of God. “But as many as received
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God.” The word
“power” here may be translated “privilege,” and one of the older commen-
tators and translators renders it “honor.” “To them gave He the honor to
become the sons of God.” Now, what is it to be a “son of God”? This theme
demands a seraph to discourse upon it! Yes, even an archangel might fail
to describe what it is to be a son of God!

Certainly it is a point of dignity beyond what any angel ever attained.
“Unto which of the angels said He at any time, You are My son, this day
have I begotten you?” But every man, woman, and child that believes in
Jesus Christ is from that time on a child of God. You know what it is to be
the son of a good man and true, and some of you would not willingly re-
nounce your birthright. You claim from your father a child’s privileges.
You expect, that being a son, you shall inherit certain rights, and those
rights you will duly receive.
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If I could stand here tonight and say I were a king’s son, many would
be wonderfully envious. But what do you say to this—I claim to be one of
the sons of God? Does no man’s heart aspire to this felicity? Are there no
spirits which pine for this dignity? Oh, the stolid baseness which does not
rise to a desire after this glory! Do not suppose that when we say “son of
God,” we merely use a metaphor without meaning! No, every person who
believes in Christ Jesus is entitled to all rights and privileges which go
with son-ship relationship in any case, but which emphatically go with
son-ship in the case of a son of God!

What, then, are we entitled to, and what do we receive? A complete list I
cannot attempt to make out for you, but as my mind suggests the gifts of
adoption, they shall come before you. If we are the sons of God, we are
dearly beloved of God. Did you ever try to get that thought into your mind,
that God loves you? I can understand that God pities me—that is a feeling
which so vastly superior a Being might well feel to so inferior an exis-
tence—but that He loves me is scarcely conceivable, although it is most
sure and certain! Who can drink this well dry? Who can bear home this
fruitful sheaf of delights, this purple cluster of Eshcol?

Sons of God are loved of their Father with a love surpassing thought!
They are, indeed, intimately related as well as dearly loved. There is a un-
ion between God and His sons. There is the same Nature in the son as
there is in the Father, for we become “partakers of the Divine Nature, hav-
ing escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” These are no
words of mine, but of the Holy Spirit! One would not have dared to have
uttered them if inspiration had not made them ready to our hand. We are
most near and dear to the blessed God who fills all in all. Being sons we
are graciously treated. “Like as a father pities his children, so the Lord pit-
ies them that fear Him.” “He spares them as a man spares his own son
that serves him.” Goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our
life and we shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Being sons, again, we are wisely educated. Parents do not think they
have done their duty unless they bring their children up to understand
knowledge, and to be fitted to take their part with full grown men. We are
trained in the school of God. We receive chastisement and are made to
smart under His rod. We read in the illuminated Book of His Grace, and
are “made meet,” when fully educated, “to be partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light.” “All your children shall be taught of the Lord.”
There is no school like that in which love is the head master. As children
we are admitted to a familiarity which servants cannot know. A child may
say and do to his father what no stranger could.

God manifests Himself to us as He does not unto the world. The secret
of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His Cove-
nant. We have access to God at all hours! The Father’s door is never
locked against His much-loved children. Our cry He knows even as a fa-
ther knows his child’s cry from every other sound. All our needs are pro-
vided for, and our Father’s loving heart watches over all our wanderings
and forgives all our offenses. Remember that a father’s relationship is one
which cannot be suspended.
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[ know the old proverb says, “A father’s a father till he gets a new wife,”
which implies that he is not afterwards, but that only means as to his ac-
tions, for he must be a father always. He cannot break off that relation-
ship. He must cease to be before he can cease to be a father so long as his
children live. When I have heard people say that you may be a child of
God one day and a child of the devil the next, I have felt inclined to buy
them a dictionary so that they might know the meaning of the word “fa-
ther.” What a mistake! What a misuse of words do they commit! If I am my
father’s child I am so, and there is no power, human or Divine—I speak
with reverence—that can disown me!

Adoption might cease to operate, but birth, never! I must be the child of
him that begat me. And so, if I am a child of God, begotten unto God by
the incorruptible seed of His Word, there is no power, infernal or Divine,
that can possibly rob me, as a child of God, of this privilege! As a child I
am, and a child I must be. So then, we have honorable standing, safe,
abiding, blessed inheritance, and perfected education all belonging—to
whom? Why, to as many as receive Christ! That is, to as many as trust
Him! Poor trembling Soul, why should not you be in that number?

III. The third point was to be, THE GREAT WORK, WHICH IS NECES-
SARILY INVOLVED IN THIS ACT OF RECEIVING CHRIST. Every man who
trusts the Lord Jesus has been born again. The question was once argued
in an assembly of Divines as to whether a person first had faith or regen-
eration, and it was suggested that it was a question which must forever be
unanswerable. The process, if such it is, must be simultaneous—no
sooner does the Divine life come into the soul than it believes on Christ.
You might as well ask whether in the human body there is first the circu-
lation of the blood or the heaving of the lungs—both are essential ingredi-
ents in life, and must come at the same time.

If I believe in Jesus Christ I need not ask any question as to whether I
am regenerated, for no unregenerate person ever could believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ! And if regenerated I must believe in Jesus, for he who does
not do so is clearly dead in sin. See, then, the folly of persons talking
about being regenerated who have no faith! It cannot be! It is impossible!
We can have no knowledge of such a thing as regeneration which is not
accompanied with some degree of mental motion and consciousness.

Regeneration is not a thing which takes place upon matter—it is a thing
of spirit. The birth of the spirit must be the subject of consciousness, and
though a man may not be able to say that at such and such a moment he
was regenerated, yet the act of faith is a consciousness of regeneration.
The moment I believe in Jesus Christ my faith is an index to me of a work
that has gone on within. And the secret work within, and the open act of
faith which God has joined together let no man put asunder. Those who
believe not are unregenerate, though they may have been sprinkled by the
best priest who ever had Episcopal hands laid on his head!

If a man believes not he is unregenerate, whether baptized or not. But if
he believes, he is regenerate, though he may never have been baptized at
all. Baptism may outwardly express regeneration after it has been re-
ceived, and then the symbol becomes valuable—but without faith there
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can be no regeneration, even though Baptism is administered a thousand
times!

Observe what kind of new birth it is which all Believers have received. It
is one which comes “not of bloods,” (so the original has it). Neither by the
blood of circumcision, nor of the Passover, nor especially by the blood of
descent. Sin runs in the blood, if you will, but Divine Grace does not. We
are not born Christians by the mere fact of our being the children of godly
Christian people. Neither are we born Christians “of the will of man.” The
best men in the world cannot create us anew—if they pray for us ever so
much—the power of their will apart from the will of God cannot avail.

We are not born “of the will of the flesh,” that is to say, our own free will
does not cause it. If a man could will himself into a state of newness of
heart, the fact of his being willing to be in such a state would, I suppose,
be evidence of his being in that state already—but the human will is pow-
erless in itself to produce regeneration. We must be born again from
above! The Holy Spirit must, by His Divine energy, enter into us and make
us new creatures—for such a heavenly birth is essential to eternal life.

Now, I think I hear some troubled conscience saying, “When you said
just now that if I trusted in Christ I should be saved, I rejoiced, but when
you say we must be born again, that saying seems so mysterious that I
am troubled.” My dear Friend, there is no need to be troubled. If you trust
in Christ, then you are born again! I have already told you that there is no
possibility of a soul ever truly relying upon the Savior unless there has
been a previous new birth to produce his faith.

If you are, tonight, able to put your whole trust in Jesus Christ as
God’s dear Son, and to take Him to be yours, though your new birth may
be too mysterious a thing for you to know much about it, for, “the wind
blows where it likes, and you hear the sound of it, but can not tell from
where it comes, and where it goes.” Yet, your faith is a sufficient index
that you are really a partaker of the new birth. I do not want to open the
boiler of a steam engine for the sake of knowing what quantity of water
there is in it—I am perfectly satisfied by looking at the “tell-tale.”

Now faith is the “tell-tale” of the human soul! Where there is faith there
is new life. Where there is no faith there is no life. There is no need to dis-
sect a man, anatomize him, and cut him up in order to find out his
spirit—you would destroy him in so doing. But when you see the man has
action, motion, energy—when you put your hand upon his breast and feel
the heaving of the lungs—you know that there is life. Now, if I may so say,
faith is the heaving of the spiritual lungs! If you believe in Jesus Christ
you are a living man—you have been born, “not of the will of man, but of
God.”

I should like to ask one question before I am done—have all of you re-
ceived Christ? “Yes,” or “No”? You good people up in the gallery there, I
am not going to ask you where you worship generally, nor to what Church
you belong, but have you received Christ? “Well, Sir, we were baptized.” I
do not care a farthing at this moment whether you were baptized or not! I
leave that question till we have settled an earlier one. Have you received
Christ? “Well, we take the sacrament.” Never mind that! Have you received
Christ? Do you trust Him and Him only?
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To the point now—can your soul say—
“On Christ the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand”?

Have you received Jesus Christ, each one of you? And if you have not,
why not? Is there anything so hard in receiving Him? I have sometimes
thought I should like to tell the tale of the Cross for the first time to a
number of savages who would just have sufficient culture to understand
it—God was made flesh and dwelt among us. And rather than men should
suffer God suffered Himself! And because Justice required punishment,
“He bore the punishment instead” of sinners. Why, I think I see their eyes
glistening, and I think their hearts must melt!

But you have heard the tale so often that it has become an old story to
you! However, I would like to put the question to you again—have you re-
ceived Jesus Christ? “Well, I have not had much experience,” laments one,
and another says, “I do not know much,” and another cries, “We have had
family prayer for twenty years,” and another says, “My name is down for
twenty guineas in several charitable institutions.” Well, all that is very
well, but I do not care about any of these matters tonight! All I want to
know is, have you received Christ?

“Oh!” says one, “Of course! I was always brought up to it.” But you
cannot be “brought up to it.” You must be brought down to it by being
born again! There must be a change in your nature. We do not preach the
Gospel, as I have said before, to the depraved and debauched alone. We
preach it to you good, excellent people—you whose honesty in trade, and
whose moral character set you on high among your fellows, as upon a
pinnacle. Even YOU must be born again! Ladies and Gentlemen you must
be born again, as well as the lowest of the low and the poorest of the poor.
We have the same Gospel to preach to Her Majesty the Queen as we have
to the sinners in a refuge or the rogues in a reformatory. We know of no
difference in this matter between any of you. A difference of morality there
is, and we are thankful for it—but you must be born again as much as the
worst rebels in the world!

And you below here, have you received Christ? I know that many of you
have, and that your hearts leap at the sound of His name. You can say—

“Jesus, the very thought of You,

With rapture fills my breast.”
But there are some of you who have not received Christ—] mean not
merely you who are occasional hearers—but my constant hearers. You
have received me—you believe what I say—but you have not received
Christ, and you do not believe what HE tells you. It is one thing to believe
in your minister, but quite another to believe in Jesus Christ! I pray you
never stop short in receiving anything because we say it, or because we
seem to prove it—you must get it burned into you as with a red-hot iron
by God the Holy Spirit’s power or else it will be of no service to you.

I stood a few hours ago at the bedside of one of our Brethren in Christ
who seemed sorely sick and at the point of death. He could not speak
aloud but the soft and gentle words which he whispered in my ear were
very precious. He had not his peace to make with God in his last hour—he
had not then to seek Christ—but was full of perfect peace and rejoicing in
unbroken calm. “He will not leave me, will He?” he asked—“He cannot
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deny Himself. I may sink, but I cannot sink lower than He will go, for un-
derneath me are the everlasting arms.”

Oh, my Brothers and Sisters, the mere letter of Gospel doctrine will not
do to die on—you must have the spirit of it in your heart or you cannot be
comforted by it! Believe me, it is stern work to die. A Christian dies peace-
fully, but it is no child’s play, even to him. Some of us, when we have been
sick and racked with pain, know that we have had to search for our evi-
dences with much care and anxiety. I have turned over many a moldy old

deed that laid by in the chest of my evidences to try if I could—
“Read my title clear
To mansions in the skies,”

and glad enough have I been to light on some such word as this—
“Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee,”

and to sing—
“Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to Your Cross I cling.”

But, my Hearers, what of some of you? The day is coming when the
great assemblies of this house will seem but as nothing—when this im-
mense gathering will be but as a drop in a bucket compared with that
greater gathering! The trumpet, ringing through earth and Heaven, shall
awaken the dead! The righteous and the wicked shall stand in judgment.
We shall all be there—this company shall have no exception—there shall
be no excuse for being absent on that tremendous day, and then there will
be no question which will have so much weight as this one—HAVE YOU
RECEIVED CHRIST?

I think I see the Reaper coming. He is hastening to gather the vintage of
the world, for the grapes are fully ripe. The ungodly must be gathered first
and there they are—thrown in clusters into the winepress of the wrath of
God—while the dread angels of avenging Justice tread the grapes until the
blood flows out. Will you be there among the accursed clusters of Sodom
and Gomorrah? Will you be there, you men of London, you dwellers in
Newington and Walworth, who hear the Gospel constantly—will you be
cast into the winepress of Jehovah’s wrath? And shall the streets be red
with your blood?

Or will you be yonder, where, with golden sickle, trusting no angel to do
the work, Christ Himself shall reap His golden corn, ear after ear, and
take it all home with shouts of delight to His Father’s garner? Will you see
Him, in that day, as the God that died for you? Will you see Him with ex-
ultation? Will you meet Him in the air, and so be forever with the Lord? If
so, then receive Jesus, and He will receive you. Take Him into your hearts
and He will take you into Heaven. Take Him, His Cross, His people, His
Gospel, His doctrines! Take Him, to “have and to hold” Him, “for better
and for worse,” and then not even “death” shall “part” you, but you shall
be with Him “in the day of His appearing.”

May the Lord seal His Word with His own blessing!

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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THE GLORY OF CHRIST—BEHELD!
NO. 414

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 20, 1861,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and Truth.”
John 1:14.

I CANNOT refrain from mentioning an incident connected with the pe-
rusal of the first chapter of John. I suppose there is not a passage in
God’s Word which has not at some time or other been blessed to the con-
version of a soul. Even the fifth chapter of Genesis which is so uninterest-
ing to most readers, because the verses continually end, “And he died,”
“And he died,” “And he died,” has been blessed to one—who from the reit-
eration of the fact that men who lived nine hundred years nevertheless
died—was led to think of his own death.

Now the first chapter of John was the means of the conversion of a
celebrated writer, Junius the younger, who did good service in the
Church. His father, perceiving him to be an ungodly young man, put in
his way as much as possible the New Testament and the following is an
extract from Junius’ account of his own life. “My father, who was fre-
quently reading the New Testament and had long observed with grief the
progress I had made in infidelity, put that book in my way in his library in
order to attract my attention, if it might please God to bless his design,
though without giving me the least intimation of it.

“Here, therefore, I unwittingly opened the New Testament thus provi-
dentially laid before me. At the very first view, although I was deeply en-
gaged in other thoughts, that grand chapter of the Evangelist and Apostle
presented itself to me—In the beginning was the Word and the Word was
God.’ I read part of the chapter and was so greeted that I instantly became
struck with the divinity of the argument. I was amazed by the majesty and
authority of the composition as infinitely surpassing the highest flights of
human eloquence. My body shuddered. My mind was in amazement and I
was so agitated the whole day that I scarcely knew who I was. Nor did the
agitation cease, but continued till it was at last soothed by a humble faith
in Him who was made flesh and dwelt among us.”

One of the Platonic philosophers who considered all Christian writers to
be but barbarians, nevertheless said of the first chapter of John, “This
barbarian has comprised more stupendous stuff in three lines than we
have done in all our voluminous discourses.” And we will to this day glory
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in the power of the Holy Spirit that an unlearned and ignorant man like
John, the son of Zebedee the fisherman, should be enabled to write a
chapter which excels not only the highest flight of eloquence, but the
greatest depths of philosophy.

But now for the verse before us. I think, if you look attentively at it and
if you are in some slender measure acquainted with the original, you will
perceive that John here compares Christ to that which was the greatest
glory of the Jewish Church. Let me read it, giving another translation—
“The Word was made flesh and tabernacled among us and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
Truth.” Now you remember that in the Jewish Church its greatest glory
was that God tabernacled in its midst—not the tent of Moses, not the vari-
ous pavilions of the princes of the twelve tribes—but the humble taberna-
cle in which God dwelt was the boast of Israel.

They had the King Himself in the midst of them. A present God in their
midst. The tabernacle was a tent to which men went when they would
commune with God and it was the spot to which God came manifestly
when He would commune with man. To use Matthew Henry’s words, it
was the “trysting place” between the Creator and the worshipper. Here
they met each other through the slaughter of the bullock and the lamb
and there was reconciliation between them.

Now Christ’s human flesh was God’s tabernacle and it is in Christ that
God meets with man and in Christ that man has dealings with God. The
Jew of old went to God’s tent, in the center of the camp, if he would wor-
ship—we come to Christ if we would pay our homage. If the Jew would be
released from ceremonial uncleanness—after he had performed the rites—
he went up to the sanctuary of his God that he might feel again that there
was peace between God and his soul. And we, having been washed in the
precious blood of Christ, have access with boldness unto God, even the
Father through Christ who is our tabernacle and the tabernacle of God
among men.

Now let us draw the parallel a little further. The greatest glory of the
tabernacle itself was the Most Holy Place. In the Most Holy Place there
stood the ark of the covenant, bearing its golden lid called the mercy seat.
Over the mercy seat stood the cherubim, whose wings met each other and
beneath the wings of the cherubim there was a bright light known to the
Hebrew believer by the name of the Shekinah. That light represented the
presence of God. Immediately above that light there might be seen at night
a pillar of fire and by day a spiral column of cloud rose from it—which no
doubt expanded itself into one vast cloud which covered all the camp—
and shielded all the Israelites from the blaze of the broiling sun.

The glory of the tabernacles, I say, was the Shekinah. What does our
text say? Jesus Christ was God’s Tabernacle and, “we beheld His glory,
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the glory as of the only begotten of the Father.” Jesus is not the taberna-
cle without the glory—He is not as the temple when the voice was heard
with the rushing of winds before the siege of Jerusalem, crying, “Arise, let
us go.” But it was a temple in which God Himself dwelt after a special
manner—“for in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”

The Apostle however points to a surpassing excellence in Christ the
Tabernacle, by which He wondrously excels that of the Jewish Church.
“Full of grace and Truth.” The Jewish tabernacle was rather full of Law
than full of grace. It is true there were in its rites and ceremonies fore-
shadowings of grace. But still in repeated sacrifice there was renewed re-
membrance of sin and a man had first to be obedient to the Law of cere-
monies before he could have access to the tabernacle at all—but Christ is
full of grace—not a little of it but abundance of it is treasured up in Him.
The tabernacle of old was not full of Truth, but full of image and shadow
and symbol and picture.

But Christ is full of substance. He is not the picture—but the Reality.
He is not the shadow—but the Substance. Herein, O Believer, do you re-
joice with joy unspeakable—for you come unto Christ—the real Taberna-
cle of God. You come unto Him who is full of the glory of the Father. And
you come unto One in whom you have not the representation of a grace
which you need, but the grace itself—not the shadow of a Truth ultimately
to be revealed, but that very Truth by which your soul is accepted in the
sight of God. I put this forth as a matter for you to think over in your re-
tirement.

It might have constituted the divisions of the sermon but as I want
more especially to dwell upon the glory of Christ, we leave these observa-
tions as a preface and go more particularly to that part of the subject
where the Apostle says, “We beheld His glory, the glory of the only-
begotten of the Father, full of grace and Truth.”

I. In the first place, we have here A FAVORED PEOPLE. “We beheld His
glory.”

And who are these—the “we” to whom the Apostle here refers? They
were first of all an elect company, for Jesus said, “I know whom I have
chosen.” “You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you.” He came unto
His own and His own received Him not. But they who did receive Him are
described as men who were “born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.” The elect in Christ’s day, though they
were but a small remnant, nevertheless did exist. There were a few, else
had that generation been as Sodom and been made like Gomorrah.

There were twelves and seventies and afterwards we read of three thou-
sand and then of many others who were added to the Church of such as
should be saved. In Christ’s own day, however, the lines of manifest elec-
tion seemed to be but very narrow, for there were but few that followed
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Him and of those who followed Him it is said, many from that day went
back and walked no more with Him. For His Truth had sifted the mere
professors and reduced them but to a slender company who followed the
Lamb wherever He went. The “we,” then, who “beheld Christ’s glory,” were
a chosen company.

They were also a called company, for of many of them we read their
special calls. Of John himself we read that Jesus walked by the sea and
“saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother,
in a ship with Zebedee their father unending their nets. And He called
them. And they immediately left the ship and their father and followed
Him.” Of most of the Apostles and immediate attendants upon Christ’s
Person we have a record of their divine and special call by Christ’s own
voice. And in the case of those respecting whom there was no record pre-
served, yet was it, nevertheless, the fact—for He had called them as the
shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. Indeed, in all
of us who shall at any time perceive Christ’s glory, it must be because He
has called us unto this special privilege as the result of His election of us.

These who beheld His glory were also an illuminated people. For
Christ’s glory was not manifest unto the rest of mankind. None of the
princes of this world knew Him. The priests who had studied the Law
could not discover Him. The members of the Sanhedrim, who were under
some expectation of His advent, could not perceive Him. In vain was the
star in the east. In vain the miraculous appearance of angels to the shep-
herds—the blind generation would not perceive Him. In vain the opening
of blind eyes and the preaching of the Gospel to the poor. In vain the rais-
ing of the dead—in vain all those innumerable signs and wonders. They
could not perceive His glory. But of those who did perceive it it may be
said, as of Simon Barjona, “Blessed are you, for flesh and blood has not
revealed this unto you.”

We may say, then, of those who beheld His glory, the favored people—
that they were chosen of sovereign grace, that they were called effectually
by the Holy Spirit—and that they were anointed by the same Divine Per-
son. And to this day, Brethren, it is the same. None believe in Christ but
those who are His sheep. No man comes unto Him except the Father who
has sent Him draws them and none ever perceive Him but those whose
eyes are opened by His own healing fingers. Let the question be passed
round among us—Do I perceive His glory? Have I seen something of the
splendor of God in the humble Man of Nazareth? Have I learned to mag-
nify Him in my soul and have I desired to glorify Him in my life, as my
God, my life, my love, my All in All, though once despised and rejected of
men?

If so, Beloved—if we can say this from our heart, we are favored indeed
and especially favored if we remember how many there are who have
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never obtained this grace. Not many great men after the flesh see any
glory in Christ. They find their glory in the clash of arms and in garments
rolled in blood, but not in Him who is meek and lowly of heart, who gives
rest to weary souls. Not many wise men have seen any glory in Christ.
They find glory in philosophy. They can see glory in nature, but not in
Him who is nobler than God’s creation, inasmuch as He is the only perfect
one among the sons of men. They say they see something of glory in
Providence and yet fail to perceive anything wonderful in grace.

Not many wise men are called. Oh, let us be astonished at the sover-
eignty of God! Let us be filled with gratitude at His compassion. Let us
pray that if we know something of the glory we may know more of it day
by day and may set it forth among the sons of men, that they, too, may
by-and-by perceive His glory—“the glory as of the only Begotten of the Fa-
ther, full of grace and Truth.”

II. But now, secondly we have spoken of the favored people—let us now
spend a minute or two in dwelling upon THEIR EXALTED PRIVILEGE.
“We beheld His glory.”

What is this word “Beheld”? It says not we heard of His glory, we read
of it in prophecy, or we listened to it from the lips of others—but we be-
held His glory. What a privilege was this, which was accorded to the first
disciples! Have you not often envied them? To see the Man, the very Man,
in whom God dwelt—to walk with Him as one’s companion along His
journeys of mercy—to listen to the words as they stream all living from
those eloquent lips—to look into His eyes and mark the depth of love that
glistened there—to see His face, even though it was more marred than

that of any man. I have often sympathized in that child-like hymn——
“I think when I read that sweet story of old,
When Jesus was here among men,
How He called little children as lambs to His fold,
I should like to have been with them then.
I wish that His hands had been placed on my head,
That His arm had been thrown around me,
And that I might have seen His kind looks when He said,
‘Let the little ones come unto Me.””

But better still to have been with him—to have leaned this head upon
His bosom—to have told Him my griefs, as they did who took up the body
of John and went and told Jesus. To have asked of Him the explanation of
difficulties, as they said, “Show us the Father and it suffices.” To have had
one’s faith encouraged by touching His very flesh, as he did of whom it is
written that he put his finger into the print of the nails and thrust his
hand into His side. But what are we talking about? All this is carnal, all
this is of sight—and the Christian is a nobler being than to live and walk
by sight. He lives by faith. And to this day, Brethren, there is a sight of
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Christ which can be had by faith. And therefore we need not murmur be-
cause we are denied the privilege of sight.

The sight of Christ, it seems, did but little good to those who had it—
not even to His disciples—for they were sorry dolts even though He was
the Master. It was only when the Spirit came down at Pentecost that they
began to know Christ and to understand what He had said to them
though He himself had said it. And truly ‘tis better to see Christ by faith
than it is to see Him by sight, for a sight of Him by faith saves the soul.
But we might see Him with the eye and yet crucify Him and be found
among the greatest rebels against His government and power.

Now we say to you, have you beheld His glory by faith? Oh, you have all
of you heard of it. We, the ministers of Christ, have tried Sabbath after
Sabbath to lift Him up and it is such sweet and blessed work that I would
love to do every day. When we have to preach the Law we feel it a hard
and toilsome servitude, but to preach Christ—O how sweet and blessed is
the labor! Happy is the man whose lips are ever overflowing with the news
of Jesus! Blessed is he whose ministry is full of Christ! He is blessed in
his own soul, as well as blessed unto others.

You have heard of Him, then, but what of all this? You may hear of His
glory and perish in your sins. You have read of His glory. This book is in
your houses and you read it, I trust, each day. Thus you have read the
story of the Man of sorrows and grief’s acquaintance. And you know how
He ascended on high, leading captivity captive and ever sits at the right
hand of God. But you may read all this—and yet it shall be a curse and
not a blessing, for you knew Him and yet rejected Him. You were among
His own and He came unto you and you received Him not. Oh, to behold
His glory! This is soul work, saving work, blessed work, everlasting work—
have you any interest in it?

But you answer, “How can we behold His glory?” Why faith sees it.
Faith looks back to the Man who lived and died for us and sees glory in
His shame, honor in His disgraces, riches in His poverty, might in His
weakness, triumph in His conflict and immortality in His death. No, Faith
is sometimes assisted by Experience. And Experience sees His glory—it
sees the glory of His grace in rolling away all our sins. The preciousness of
His blood in giving us reconciliation with the Father. The power of the
Spirit in subduing the will. The love of His heart in constantly remember-
ing us upon the Throne. And the power of His plea in its perpetual preva-
lence with God.

Experience shows us the glory of Christ in the deep waters while He
puts His arm beneath us and says, “Fear not, you shall not be drowned.”
It shows us the glory of Christ in the blazing furnace while the Son of Man
treads the glowing coals with His afflicted Israel. Experience shows us the
glory of Christ in all the attacks of Satan. While He is our shield He wards
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off every poisoned arrow and shows us the glory of Christ in helping us to
live and enabling us to die and by-and-by it shall show us the glory of
Christ in enabling us to rise and take possession of the crown which He
has purchased for His children.

And with Experience there is another that helps us to behold the glory
of Christ, namely, communion. Beloved, I hope you know what that
means—when shut in your chamber with God and the world shut out, our
eyes behold Him and not another—this is communion. Communion is
when we can kneel down in the very posture of the poor agonizing victim
of Gethsemane and see by fellowship the sweat of blood as it streams from
the pores of His frame—when we can mark Him hounded, hissed, scouted
through all the streets of His own city and taken to Calvary to die. Com-
munion knows something of the bitterness of the cup which He then
drank, somewhat of the sharpness of the nails that pierced His hands and
somewhat of the death which was endured when at last He said, “It is fin-
ished!” and gave up the ghost.

Yes, communion can show us the glory of Christ even in His shame.
And then it can take to its wings and show us His glory beyond the skies.
These eyes have never seen the Savior—but this heart has seen Him.
These lips have never kissed His cheek, for that they might do and I might
be a Judas—but the soul has kissed Him and He has kissed me with the
kisses of His mouth, for His love is better than wine. Think me not enthu-
siastic or fanatical when I say that the children of God have as near ac-
cess to Christ today in the spirit as ever John had after the flesh. There is
to this day a rich enjoyment to be obtained by those who seek it—in hav-
ing actual fellowship with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.

Oh, it is a joy worth worlds! Worldling, if you had ever known the
sweetness of this bread you would never eat your own ashes again. O
pleasures of the world! You would cease to tempt us if you knew how
much more sweet are the pleasures of His face. O thunders of this world!
You would cease your attempts to frighten us if you knew the sweet satis-
faction and solace which we find in Him, when everything is bitter and
disconsolate abroad. Yes, we have beheld His glory, just as surely as if we
had seen it with our eyes—as certainly as if we had heard with our ears
the acclamations of the glorified and taken our seat with them at the foot
of His Throne, or with them had veiled our faces with wings and cried,
“Holy holy, holy, Lord God omnipotent!”

Just as truly, though not so fully, we have beheld His glory—the glory
of the Only-begotten of the Father—full of grace and Truth.

III. Thirdly we have in the text A MOST BLESSED VISION.

We have had the favored persons, their exalted privilege and now we
have their blessed vision. We have beheld His glory. Let us dwell upon the
thought of His glory for awhile. My Brethren, what a glory have we beheld
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by faith! By faith, in the first place, we have beheld the glory of His com-
plex Person. We have known and believed that He is the everlasting Word,
the veritable Son of the Father. We have beheld Him by faith as dwelling
with the Father before the world was. The Beloved of His Father’s soul. We
have seen Him and we have marked that His goings-forth are of old, even
from everlasting. We have seen Him weighing the clouds, measuring the
channels of the great deep, planning the heavens and meting out the sea.

We have seen Him with the line and with the plummet making all
things according to His wisdom and the purpose of the counsel of His will,
for “without Him was not anything made that was made.” We have seen
Him as God, seated upon the Throne of His Father and we have believed
that the sea roars only as He bids it, that the earth with all the creatures
that are therein obey His glorious will. Lo, in His hands today the keys of
Heaven and death and Helll We have had no doubts whatever as to His
Divinity for we have seen and known that He is “very God of very God.”
“God over all, blessed forever Amen.”

We have seen him, too, as Man. We have perceived that He is of the
substance of His mother, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh. He is man
in all infirmities, but not man in any guiltiness of His own. We see Him as
man weak, suffering, hungry, thirsty, dying but without spot or wrinkle—
pure, the immaculate Lamb of God. We have beheld Him in the glory of
this complex Person—not God deteriorated to man, not man deified to
God, but God, very God and very Man. God in all that is God-like, Man in
all that is man-like and we have adored Him as such. We have seen in
Him the luster of a beauty which far outshines all that earth can present
us, or all that Heaven can offer. Whom have we on earth but Jesus? Who
is there in Heaven that we can desire beside Him?

Next we have beheld His glory, not merely in His Person, but in the mo-
tive for which He undertook His great work. That motive was love. Love
which could have His self-interest to be an alloy, love to worthless crea-
tures, love to those who could never repay His love. Love to rebels, love to
men who crucified the Lord of Glory—and we have said as we have seen
this love sparkling like a jewel in a black setting, lying in the heart of the
pool, injured, poverty-stricken, houseless, comfortless Man of Nazareth—
“There is a glory here in this love that is never to be found elsewhere.”

Then, we have beheld the glory of His self-sacrifice. We have looked
upon Him giving up everything for us, renouncing His crown and specter,
laying aside His royal robes and splendor, leaving His Father’s house and
palaces and honor—becoming man, no, a poor man, a despised afflicted
man—no, becoming obedient to death, even the death of the Cross. We
have read history through but we never saw a self-sacrifice that could
equal His. In Him selfishness never lived and therefore, never needed to be
kept in cheek. He was not His own. His whole history could be written in
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this—“He saved others, Himself he cannot save.” Glorious Christ, in this
while You were rejected of men, we have beheld Your glory.

We have beheld, moreover, the glory of His endurance. He is tempted in
every point yet fails in none. The world’s glory lies at His feet. He chooses
rather our salvation than the glories of earth. He counted the reproach
that He should bear for us greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt.
We see Him mocked, yet never reviling—spit upon, yet never spitting back
again even so much as a word of venom. We see Him despised, yet never
attempting to clear Himself—accused, yet silent before the judgment
seat—so giving up Himself that He can bear all things, whatsoever they
may be.

Many waters could not quench His love, neither could the floods drown
it. Though all the substance of the world’s house were offered Him that He
might renounce His love, yet did He utterly despise the world. Who was
ever such a martyr as the Savior? Who endured as He did? Who bore such
contradiction of sinners against Himself? Great God, O Jesus—for such
You are—Great God, there is none like You in the omnipotence of Your
endurance. We have seen Your glory, even when You did tabernacle
among men.

And we have seen His glory also in His great and blessed perseverance
even to the end, having loved His own which were in the world He loved
them to the end—having undertaken He went through with it. He never
paused till He could say, “It is finished.” Then He gave up the ghost, but
not till then. Now today behold His perseverance. For Zion’s sake He does
not rest and for Jerusalem’s sake He never holds His peace day nor night
until God shall be pleased to make her glory come forth as the brightness
and her righteousness as a lamp that burns. On, on, on—neither to the
right nor to the left turning for a moment, without pause, without making
a moment’s question—onwards to His destined work He speeds and never
does He cease till He can say to His Father, “I have finished the work that
You gave Me to do.”

And then, not to keep you too long even upon such a subject as this,
we have beheld His glory in His final triumph. Yes, Brethren, by faith we
have seen in the very moment when the sun was darkened and when the
earth was shaken and the rocks rent asunder—we have seen Christ dark-
ening the world’s glories. We have seen Him rending rocky hearts and
bidding the dead arise. We have seen Him in the very instant when He
gave up the ghost leaping from the Cross, pursuing with thunderbolts the
prince of Hell and driving him to darker shades below. We have seen Him
grasping at last the tyrant in His hands and chaining Him to His chariot
wheel. Our faith has beheld Him riding up the everlasting hills, leading
captivity captive.
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We have seen the gates wide open flung while angels said, “Lift up
your heads, O you gates and be you lift up, you everlasting doors. And the
King of Glory shall come in.” We have joined by faith the triumph and
have swelled the train. We have heard the acclamation of the spirits of the
just made perfect. We have heard above all the voice of God, “Well done.
You have finished your Father’s will.” We have seen Him ascend in august
majesty the Throne which is His resting place and we have seen Him sit
down on the right hand of the Father, while from Heaven and earth and
even Hell, there went up one prolonged note of praise, “Hallelujah, hallelu-
jah, hallelujah! The Lord God omnipotent reigns.”

No, our faith has gone beyond the mere matters of the past. We have
beheld His glory, we have seen Him as one by one His sheep are brought
and His prayer is heard, “Father, I will that they also whom You have
given Me be with Me where | am.” We have seen Him going forth day after
day in the chariot of Salvation scattering with both His hands His mercies
among the poverty-stricken sons of men and we have cried unto Him,
“Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O You most mighty.” Often has our
prayer been, Come forth, O Jesus. Heaven obeys You, earth shakes at
Your presence, Hell trembles at You, devils are dismayed. Come forth, put
Your arrow to the string and lift up Your glittering spear. Who, who shall
stay Your course, or in Your presence stand?

Like chaff before the wind so shall they be driven and as stubble before
the flame so shall they be utterly consumed. We have been helped to fly
even to the great end of all things and by faith have seen His second ad-
vent. We have beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa-

ther. We have seen Him come—
“But not the same
As once in lowliness He came —
A silent Lamb before His foes,
A weary Man and full of woes.”
We have seen Him come —
“With dreadful form,
With rainbow-wreath and robes of storm;
On cherub wings and wings of wind,
Appointed Judge of all mankind!”

We have beheld His millennial reign. We have marked the dwellers in
the wilderness blowing before Him, the kings of Sheba and Sheba offering
their gifts. We have heard the universal song from the dwellers in the
rocks and the islands of the sea. We have seen the halcyon age of love
when no strife shall vex Messiah’s reign. When they shall—

“Hang the useless helmet high
And study war no more.”
And then we have seen the judgment. We have beheld the reeling earth

unable to bear the splendor of His triumph. We have heard the wailings of
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His enemies. We have seen them melt as wax before the flame, utterly
consumed like the fat of rams upon His altar.

We have at last, by faith, seen the end—when He shall give up the
kingdom to God, even our Father. We have heard, I say, the last word of

the whole history in the shout of complete victory—
“Lo, Jehovah’s banners furled
Sheathed His sword—He speaks—’tis done!
And the kingdoms of this world
Are the kingdoms of His Son.
Then the end—beneath His rod,
Man’s last enemy shall fall;
Hallelujah! Christ in God,
God in Christ is All in AllL.”

IV. Have patience with me while [ now conclude. In the fourth place the
text reminds us of THE TESTIMONY WHICH WE WHO HAVE SEEN HIS
GLORY ARE SURE TO BEAR.

We bear our testimony that He is “the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and Truth.” Brothers and Sisters, instead of preaching, let me bear
my testimony—my testimony of what I have seen, what my own ears have
heard and my own heart has tasted—that Christ is the only begotten of the
Father. He is Divine to me, if He is only human to all the world besides.
He has done that for me which none but a God could do. He has turned
my stubborn will, melted a heart of adamant, broken a chain of steel,
opened the gates of brass and snapped the bars of iron. He has turned my
mourning into laughter and my desolation into joy. He has led my captiv-
ity captive, made my heart rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
Let others think as they will of Him, to me He must be the only begotten of

the Father—blessed be His name!—
“O that I could now adore Him,
Like the heavenly host above,
Who forever bow before Him,
And unceasing sing His love. Happy songsters!
When shall I your chorus join?”

Your name is precious even as ointment poured forth. You are indeed
my Lord and my God, as certainly as ever You were the God of Thomas.
Like Paul, my soul shall say, “God forbid that I should glory save in the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me
and I unto the world.”

Again—I bear my testimony that He is full of grace. Ah, had He not
been, I should never have beheld His glory. I was full of sin to overflowing.
I was condemned already because I believed not upon Him. He drew me
when I wanted not to come and though I struggled hard He continued still
to draw. And when at last I came all trembling like a condemned culprit to
His mercy seat, He said, “Your sins which are many are all forgiven you,
be of good cheer.” “He took me up out of the horrible pit and out of the
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miry clay. He has set my feet upon a Rock—Himself—and put a new
song into my mouth and established my goings.”
Let others despise Him. But I bear witness that He is full of grace. Oh, I
would that some poor sinner here who is full of sin would remember that
Christ is full of grace—I would that you, poor despairing one—you who

have given yourself up as a lost soul, would remember that—
“Plenteous grace with Him is found,
Grade to pardon all your sin
May the healing streams abound,
Make and keep you pure within.”

Finally I bear my witness, that as He is full of grace He is full of Truth.
True have His promises been, not one has failed. I have often doubted
Him—for that I blush. He has never failed me—in this I must rejoice. His
promises have been yes and amen. I do but speak the testimony of every
believer in Christ, though I put it thus personally to make it the more
forcible. I bear witness that never servant had such a Master as I have.
Never brother had such a kinsman as He has been to me. Never spouse
had such a husband as Christ has been to my soul. Never sinner a better
Savior—never soldier a better captain—never mourner a better comforter
than Christ has been to my spirit.

I want none beside Him. In life He is my life and in death He shall be
the death of death. In poverty Christ is our riches, in sickness He makes
our bed. In darkness He is our star and in brightness He is our sun. He is
the manna of the camp in the wilderness and He shall be the new corn of
the host when they come to Canaan. He is the Rock that follows them to-
day—He is the Rock on which they shall rest and within which they shall

dwell forever—
“All hail Immanuel, all Divine,
In You Your Father’s glories shine;
You brightest, sweetest, fairest One,
That eyes have seen or angels known.
O may I live to reach the place
Where He unveils His lovely face.
Where all His beauties saints behold,
And sing His name to harps of gold.

—So be it, Lord, by Your grace. Amen.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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THE TRUE TABERNACLE AND ITS

GLORY OF GRACE AND PEACE
NO. 1862

A SERMON DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 27, 1885,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His Glory,
the Glory as of the Only-Begotten of the Father,) full of Grace and Truth.”
John 1:14.

“For the Law was given through Moses, but
Grace and Truth came through Jesus Christ.”
John 1:17.

THERE was a time when God freely communed with men. The voice of
the Lord God was heard walking in the Garden in the cool of the day. With
unfallen Adam, the great God dwelt in sweet and intimate fellowship—but
sin came and not only destroyed the Garden, but destroyed the commun-
ion of God with His creature, man. A great gulf opened between man, as
evil, and God as infinitely pure—and had it not been for the amazing
goodness of the Most High, we would have, all of us, been forever ban-
ished from His Presence and from the Glory of His power! The Lord God,
in infinite love, resolved that He, Himself, would bridge the distance and
would again dwell with man. And, in token of this, He made Himself mani-
fest to His chosen nation, Israel, when they were in the wilderness.

He was pleased to dwell in type and symbol among His people in the
very center and heart of their camp! Do you see yonder tent with its cur-
tains of goats’ hair in the center of the canvas city? You cannot see within
it, but it is all glorious within with precious wood, pure gold and tapestry
of many colors. Within its most sacred shrine shines forth a bright light
between the wings of cherubim, which light was the symbol of the Pres-
ence of the Lord! But if you cannot see within, yet you can see above the
sacred tent, a cloud which arises from the top of the Holy of Holies and
then expands like a vast tree so as to cover all the host and protect the
chosen of God from the intense heat of the sun, so apt to make the trav-
eler faint when passing over the burning sand! If you will wait till the sun
is down, that same cloud will become luminous and light up the whole
camp! Thus it was both shade and light—and by its means was enjoyed
that safety which was afterwards set forth in the promise, “The sun shall
not smite you by day, nor the moon by night.” Over all, the Glory was a
defense and a comfort. The Lord dealt not so with any nation, save only
His people Israel, of whom He said, “I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
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The day of the type is over. We see no more a nation secluded from all
others and made to be as “the Church in the wilderness.” God does not
now confine His abode to one people, for, “The God of the whole earth
shall He be called.” There is now no spot on earth where God dwells in
preference to another. Did not our Lord say, at the well of Sychar,
“Woman, believe Me, the hour comes when you shall neither in this
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. But. . .the true wor-
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth”? Wherever true
hearts seek the Lord, He is found of them. He is as much present on the
lone mountain’s side as in the aisles of yonder abbey, or in the galleries of
this tabernacle. “Howbeit the Most High dwells not in temples made with
hands; as says the Prophet, Heaven is My throne, and earth is My foot-
stool: what house will you build Me? says the Lord: or what is the place of
My rest?”

Yet there is a true House of God, a real Temple of the Infinite, a living
abode of the Godhead. The Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of “the true
Tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and not man.” There is a place where
God does still meet with man and hold fellowship with Him. That place is
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, “in whom dwells all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily.” The Manhood of Christ is become to us the anti-type
of that tent in the center of the camp! God is in Christ Jesus! Christ Jesus
is God! And in His blessed Person, God dwells in the midst of us as in a
tent—for such is the force of the original in our text. “The Word was made
flesh, and tabernacled, or tented, among us.” That is to say, in Christ Je-
sus the Lord dwelt among men, as God of old dwelt in His sanctuary in
the midst of the tribes of Israel. This is very delightful and hopeful for
us—the Lord God does dwell among us through the Incarnation of His
Son.

But the Substance far excels the shadow, for in the wilderness, the
Lord only dwelt in the abode of man, but now His approach to us is closer,
for He dwells in the flesh of man. “The Word was made flesh and dwelt
among us.” Note that word, “flesh.” It does not say, “The Word was made
man”—it means that, but the use of the word, “flesh,” brings the Lord Je-
sus still closer to us and shows that He took on Him the very nature and
substance of manhood! He did not merely assume the name and notion
and appearance of manhood, but the reality—the weakness, the suffering,
the mortality of our manhood He actually took into union with Himself! He
was no phantom, or apparition, but He had a human body and a human
soul. “The Word was made flesh.” When the Lord became bone of our
bone, and flesh of our flesh, His Incarnation in a human body brought
Him far nearer to man than when He only abode within curtains and oc-
cupied a tent in the midst of Israel.

Moreover, it is to be noted that God does, in the Person of Jesus, not
merely dwell among men, but He has joined Himself unto men—the Word
not only dwelt in flesh, but, “was made flesh.” It is impossible to use
words which are exactly accurate to describe the wonderful Incarnation of
the Son of God in human flesh, but these words are used to show that our
Lord is as truly and as really Man as He is God. Not only does God dwell
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in the body of man, but our Lord Jesus is God and Man in one Person. He
is not ashamed to speak of men as His brethren. “Forasmuch then, as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also, Himself, likewise took
part of the same.” So that the Lord Jesus is one with us! This approach to
us is exceedingly close. God was never one with the tabernacle, but in
Christ Jesus He is one with us. This union has in it a sweetness of sym-
pathy, a tenderness of relationship and a condescension of fellowship
greatly to be admired. Now we listen to the music of that blessed name,
Emanuel, “God With Us.” In the Person of the Only-Begotten, our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, we see God reconciling the world unto Himself.
Let us rejoice and be glad that we have in Jesus more than Israel had in
the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High! The ancient Believer
gazed upon the sacred tent, he thought of the holy place of sacrifice and
the Holy of Holies, the inner shrine of the Lord’s indwelling—but we have
infinitely more—we have God in our nature, and in Him, “truly our fellow-
ship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

In and around the tent where the Lord dwelt in the center of the camp,
there was a manifestation of the Presence of God. This was the Glory of
that house, but how scanty was the revelation! A bright light which I have
already mentioned, the Shekinah, is said to have shone over the Mercy
Seat—but only the High Priest could see it and he only saw it once in the
year when he entered, with blood, within the veil. Outside, above the Holy
Place, there was the manifest Glory of the pillar of cloud by day, and of
fire by night. This sufficed to bear witness that God was there, but still,
cloud and fire are but physical appearances and cannot convey a true ap-
pearance of God, who is a spirit! God cannot be perceived by the senses—
the fiery, cloudy pillar could appeal only to the eyes. The excellence of the
indwelling of God in Christ is this—that there is in Him a Glory as of the
Only-Begotten of the Father, the moral and spiritual Glory of Godhead!
This is to be seen, but not with the eyes—this is to be perceived, but not
by the carnal senses. This is seen, heard and known by spiritual men
whose mental perceptions are keener than those of sight and hearing!

In the Person of the Lord, there is a Glory which is seen by our faith,
which is discerned of our renewed spirits and is made to operate upon our
hearts. The Glory of God in the sanctuary was seen only by the priest of
the house of Aaron. The Glory of God in the face of Christ is seen by all
Believers who are all priests unto God! That Glory the priest beheld but
once in the year—but we steadily behold that Glory at all times and are
transformed by the sight. The Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ is
not a thing of outward appearance to be seen with the eyes, like the pillar
of cloud and fire, but there is an abiding, steady luster of holy, gracious,
truthful Character about our Lord Jesus Christ which is best seen by
those who, by reason of sanctification, are made fit to discern it.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Yes, they do see
Him in Christ Jesus! “No man has seen God at any time; the Only-
Begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”
Many of us besides the Apostles can say, “We beheld His Glory, the Glory
as of the Only-Begotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth.” We have
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not seen Jesus raise the dead; we have not seen Him cast out devils; we
have not seen Him hush the winds and calm the waves; but we do see,
with our mind’s eyes, His spotless holiness, His boundless love, His su-
perlative truth, His wondrous heavenliness—in a word, we have seen, and
do see His fullness of Grace and Truth—and we rejoice in the fact that the
tabernacling of God among men in Christ Jesus is attended with a more
real Glory than the mere brilliance of light and the glow of flame!

The condescension of Christ’s love is to us more glorious than the pillar
of cloud. And the zeal of our Lord’s self-sacrifice is more excellent than the
pillar of fire. As we think of the Divine mysteries which meet in the Person
of our Lord, we do not envy Israel the gracious manifestations vouchsafed
her when “a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the Glory of
the Lord covered the tabernacle,” for we have all this and more in our In-
carnate God who is with us always, even to the end of the world!

As the Holy Spirit shall help me, I shall, at this time, say, first of all, Let
us behold this tabernacling of God. And, secondly, Let us avail ourselves of
this tabernacling of God in all the ways for which it was intended.

I. First, then, LET US BEHOLD THIS TABERNACLING OF GOD WITH
US. “We beheld His Glory, the Glory as of the Only-Begotten of the Father,
full of Grace and Truth.” In Jesus Christ all the attributes of God are to be
seen—veiled, but yet truly there. You have only to read the Gospels and to
look with willing eyes—and you shall behold in Christ all that can possibly
be seen of God. It is veiled in human flesh, as it must be, for the Glory of
God is not to be seen by us absolutely. It is toned down for these dim eyes
of ours, but the Godhead is there, the perfect Godhead in union with the
perfect Manhood of Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom be Glory forever and
ever!

Two Divine things are more clearly seen in Jesus than anything else.
Upon these I would speak at this time, considering the two, together, and
then each one separately—“Full of Grace and Truth.”

Observe the two glorious qualities, joined inseparably—Grace and
Truth—and observe that they are spoken of in the concrete. The Apostle
says that the Only-Begotten is “full of Grace and Truth.” He did not come
to tell us about Grace, but actually to bring us Grace. He is not full of the
news of Grace and Truth, but of Grace and Truth, themselves. Others had
been messengers of gracious tidings, but He came to bring Grace. Others
teach us truth, but Jesus is the Truth of God. He is that Grace and Truth
whereof others spoke! Jesus is not merely a teacher, an exhorter, a worker
of Grace and Truth, but these heavenly things are in Him. He is full of
them! I want you to note this. It raises such a difference between Christ
and others—you go to others to hear of Grace and Truth, but you must go
to Christ to see them! There may be—there is Divine Grace in other men,
but not as it is in Christ—they have it as water flowing through a pipe,
but He has it as water in its fountain and source! He has Grace to com-
municate to the sons of men, Grace without measure, Grace essential and
abiding. There is the Truth of God in others where God has worked it, by
His Spirit, but it is not in them as it is in Christ. In Him dwell the depth,
the substance, the essence of the fact! Grace and Truth come to us by
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Him and yet they always abide in Him! I say again, our Lord did not
merely come to teach Grace and Truth, or to impress them upon us, but
He came to exhibit in His own Person, life and work, all the Grace and
Truth which we need. He has brought us Grace in rivers and the Truth of
God in streams—of these He has an infinite fullness—of that fullness all
His saints receive!

This Grace and Truth are blended. The, “and,” between the two words I
would treat as more than a common conjunction. The two rivers unite in
one fullness—“Full of Grace and Truth”—that is to say, the Grace is truth-
ful Grace, Grace not in fiction nor in fancy, Grace not to be hoped for and
to be dreamed of, but Grace, every atom of which is fact! It is redemption
which redeems, pardon which blots out sin, renewal which actually re-
generates, salvation which completely saves! We have not, here, blessings
which charm the ears and cheat the soul, but real, substantial favors
from God that cannot lie. Then blend these things the other way. “Grace
and Truth”—the Lord has come to bring us Truth, but it is not the kind of
truth which censures, condemns and punishes—it is gracious Truth,
Truth steeped in love, Truth saturated with mercy! The Truth which Jesus
brings to His people comes not from the Judgement Seat, but from the
Mercy Seat! It has a gracious drift and aim about it and always tends to
salvation. His Light is the life of men. If you are overshadowed with a dark
Truth of God which seems to deepen your despair, look at it again and
you will perceive, within it, a hidden Light of God which is sown for the
righteous. The darkness of convincing and humbling Truth makes for the
Light of God—by engendering despair of self, heart-searching Truth is
meant to drive you to the true Hope.

There is Grace to God’s people in everything that falls from the lips of
Jesus Christ. His lips are like lilies dropping sweet smelling myrrh. Myrrh,
in itself, is bitter, but such is the Grace of our Lord Jesus that His lips
impart sweetness to it. See how Grace and Truth thus blend and qualify
each other! The Grace is all true and the Truth is all gracious. This is a
wondrous compound made according to the art of the Divine Apothecary.
Where else is Grace so true, or Truth so gracious?

Furthermore, it is Grace and Truth balanced. 1 wish 1 were able to
communicate my thoughts, this morning, as they came to me when I was
meditating upon this passage, but this thought almost speaks for itself.
The Lord Jesus Christ is full of Grace, but He has not neglected the other
quality which is somewhat sterner, namely, that of Truth. I have known
many in this world, very loving and affectionate, but they have not been
faithful. On the other hand, I have known men to be sternly honest and
truthful, but they have not been gentle and kind. But in the Lord Jesus
Christ there is no defect either way. He is full of Grace which invites the
publican and the sinner to Himself, but He is full of Truth which repels
the hypocrite and Pharisee. He does not hide a Truth of God, however ter-
rible it may be, from man—He plainly declares the wrath of God against
all unrighteousness. But when He has spoken terrible Truth, He has ut-
tered it in such a gracious and tender manner, with so many tears of
compassion for the ignorant and those that are out of the way, that you
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are as much won by His Grace as convicted by His Truth! Our Lord’s min-
istry is not Truth, alone, nor Grace, alone, but is a balanced, well-ordered
system of Grace and Truth. The Lord Himself is, in His Character, “just
and having salvation.” He is both King of Righteousness and King of
Peace. He does not save unjustly, nor does He proclaim Truth unlovingly.
Grace and Truth are equally conspicuous in Him.

Beloved, notice, here, that both these qualities in our Lord are at the
fullest. He is “full of Grace.” Who could be more so? In the Person of Jesus
Christ, the immeasurable Grace of God is treasured up. God has done for
us, by Christ Jesus, exceeding abundantly above all that we ask, or even
think. It is not possible, even, for imagination to conceive of any person
more gracious than God in Christ Jesus! You cannot desire, certainly you
cannot require, anything that should exceed what is found of Grace in the
Person, offices, work and death of the Only-Begotten. Come, you that have
large minds and intellects that are creative, and see if you can devise any-
thing that should be mentioned in the same day with what God, in the in-
finite Glory of His Grace, has given us in the Person of His Son!

And there is an equal fullness of Truth about our Lord. He, Himself, as
He comes to us as the Revelation and Manifestation of God, declares to
us, not some Truth, but all Truth. All of God is in Christ—and all of God
means all that is true, all that is right, all that is faithful, all that is just
and all that is according to righteousness and holiness. Christ Jesus has
brought to us the Justice, Truth and Righteousness of God to the fullest—
He is the Lord our righteousness! There are no reserves of disagreeable
fact in Christ. There is nothing hidden from us of Truth that might alarm
us, nor anything that might have shaken our confidence. Nor, on the
other hand, is any Truth kept back which might have increased our stead-
fastness. He says, “If it were not so, I would have told you.” Admire the
full-orbed splendor of the Sun of Righteousness. Ask not with Pilate,
“What is truth?” but behold it in God’s dear Son! Oh, I know not how to
speak to you upon themes so full and deep! How shall I, that am but as a
twinkling dewdrop on a blade of grass, reflect the full Glory of this Sun of
Righteousness? But all Truth and all Grace dwell in Christ in all their
fullness beyond conception—and the two lie in each other’s bosoms for-
ever—to bless us with boundless, endless joy and Glory!

Thus have I taken the two together. Now I want to dwell briefly on each
one by itself.

Grace is put first. “We beheld His Glory, the Glory as of the Only-
Begotten of the Father, full of Grace.” Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He
is His only-begotten Son. Others are begotten of God, but no other was
ever begotten of God as Christ was. Consequently, when He came into this
world, the Glory that was about Him was a Glory as of the Only-Begotten.
A very singular, very special and incommunicable Glory abides in the Per-
son of our Lord. Part of this was the Glory of His Grace. Now, in the Old
Testament, in that 34th Chapter of Exodus, which we read, in part, this
morning, you notice that the Glory of God lay in His being, “the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and
Truth.” The Glory of the Only-Begotten of the Father must lie in the same
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things as the Glory of the Father, namely, in long-suffering, goodness and
Truth. In Christ there is a wonderful display of the gentleness, patience,
pity, mercy and love of God. Not merely did He teach the Grace of God and
invite us to the Grace of God, but in Himself He displayed the Grace of
God!

This is to be seen, first, in His Incarnation. It is a wonderful instance of
Divine Grace that the Word should be made flesh and dwell among us and
reveal His Glory to us. Apart from anything that springs out of the Incar-
nation of Christ, that Incarnation, itself, is a wondrous act of Grace. There
must be hope for men, now that man is next akin to God through Jesus
Christ. The angels were not mistaken when they not only sang, “Glory to
God in the highest,” but also, “on earth peace, goodwill towards men,” be-
cause in Bethlehem, the Son of God was born of a virgin! God, in our Na-
ture, must mean God with gracious thoughts towards us! If the Lord had
meant to destroy the race, He never would have espoused it and taken it
into union with Himself. There is fullness of Grace in the fact of the Word
made flesh, tabernacling among us!

More than this, there is fullness of Grace in the life of Christ when we
consider that He lived here in order to perfect Himself as our High Priest.
Was He not made perfect through His sufferings, that He might sympa-
thize with us in all our woes? He was compassed with infirmities, bore our
sorrows and endured those crosses of the human life which press so
heavily on our own shoulders—and all this to make Himself able to deal
graciously with us in a tender and brotherly way! Apart from that which
comes out of this wonderful brotherhood, there is a bottomless depth of
Grace about the fellowship, itself. The Lord Jesus cannot curse me, for He
has borne my curse. He cannot be unkind to me, for He has shared my
sorrows. If every pang that rends my heart has also rent His heart and, if
into all my woes He has descended even deeper than I have gone, it must
mean love to me—it cannot mean anything else and it must mean Truth,
for Jesus did not play at fellowship—His griefs were real. I say then, that
this manifestation of God in the Person of Christ Jesus is seen in His sor-
rowing life to be full of Grace and Truth.

Then think, for a minute, of what He did. He was so full of Grace that
when He spoke, His words dropped a fatness of Grace! The dew of His own
love was upon all His discourses and when He moved about and touched
men, here and there, virtue went out of Him because He was so full of it.
At one time He spoke and pardoned a sinner, saying, “Your sins are for-
given you.” At another moment He battled with the consequences of sin,
raising men from sickness and from death! He turned Himself and fought
with the Prince of Darkness, himself, and cast him out from those whom
he tormented. He went about like a cloud which is big with rain and,
therefore, plentifully waters arid and dry places. His life was boundless
compassion! There was a power of Grace about His garments, His voice,
His look—and in all He was so true that none ever thought Him capable of
subterfuge. Everywhere He went, He scattered Grace among the children
of men—and He is just the same now—fullness of Grace still abides in
Him!
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When it came to His death, which was the pouring out of His soul, then
His fullness of Grace was seen! He was full of Grace, indeed, for He emp-
tied Himself to save men. He was, Himself, not only man’s Savior, but his
salvation! He gave Himself for us! He was, indeed, full of Grace when He
bore our sins in His own body on the Cross. His was love at its height,
since He died on the Cross, “the Just for the unjust, to bring us to God.”
Pronounce the word, “substitution,” and you cannot help feeling that the
Substitute for guilty man was full of Grace! Or use that other word, “rep-
resentative,” and remember that whatever Jesus did, He did as the Cove-
nant Head of His people. If He died, they died in Him. If He rose again,
they rose in Him. If He ascended up on high, they ascended in Him and if
He sits at the right hand of God, they also sit in the heavenly places in
Him.

When He shall come a second time, it shall be to claim the Kingdom for
His chosen as well as for Himself—and all the Glory of the future ages is
for them—not for Himself alone. He says, “Because I live, you shall live,
also.” Oh, the richness of the Grace and Truth that dwell in our Lord as
the Representative of His people! He will enjoy nothing unless His people
enjoy it with Him! “Where I am, there, also, shall My servant be.” To him
that overcomes will I grant to sit with Me on my Throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with My Father on His Throne.”

There is yet another word higher than “substitution,” higher than “rep-
resentation,” and that is “union.” We are one with Christ, joined to Him by
a union that never can be broken. Not only does He do what He does, rep-
resenting us, but we are joined unto Him in one spirit, members of His
body and partakers of His Glory! Is not this Grace, Grace unspeakable? Is
it not a miracle of love that worms of earth should ever be one with Incar-
nate Deity? And so one that they never can be separated throughout the
ages?

Thus I have shown you that there is, in our Lord, a fullness of Grace.
Your own thoughts will dig deeper than mine.

But then it is said there is also in Him a fullness of Truth, by which I
understand that in Christ Himself, not merely in what He said, did and
promised, there is a fullness of the Truth of God. And this is true, first, in
the fact that He is the fulfillment of all the promises concerning Him that
went before. God had promised great things by His Prophets concerning
the coming Messiah, but all those predictions are absolutely matters of
fact in the Person of the Well-Beloved. “All the promises of God are yes
and Amen in Christ Jesus.” Verily He has bruised the serpent’s head. Ver-
ily He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. Verily He has pro-
claimed liberty to the captives. Verily He has proved Himself a Prophet like
unto Moses.

According to my second text, in verse 17, I understand our Lord Jesus
to be “Truth” in the sense of being the Substance of all the types. The Law
that was given through Moses was but symbolical and emblematical. But
Jesus is the Truth of God. He is really that Blood of sprinkling which
speaks better things than that of Abel—He is, in very deed, the Paschal
Lamb of God’s Passover. He is the Burnt-Offering, the Sin-Offering and
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the Peace-Offering—all in one! He is the true Scapegoat, the true morning
and evening Lamb. In fact, He is, in Truth, what all the types and figures
were in pattern. Blessed be God, Brothers and Sisters, whenever you see
great things in the Old Testament in the type, you see the real Truth of
those things in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ! The Jew had nothing
that we have not—they had nothing, even in outline and shadow, which
we have not obtained in Substance! The Covenant in its fullness is in
Christ! The prophecy is in Moses, the fulfillment is in Jesus! The fore-
shadowing is in the Law, the Truth is in the Word made flesh!

Further than that, our Lord Jesus Christ is said to be Grace and Truth
in this sense, that He truthfully deals with matters of fact in the case of
our salvation. I know the notion of the world is that the salvation of Christ
is a pretty dream, a handsome piece of sentiment. But there is nothing
dreamy about it. It is no fiction—it is fact upon fact! The Lord Jesus
Christ does not gloss over or conceal the condition of man in his salvation.
He finds man condemned and takes him as condemned in the very worst
sense—condemned of a capital offense. And as man’s Substitute, He en-
dures the capital penalty and dies in the sinner’s place. The Lord Jesus
views the sinner as depraved, yes, as dead in trespasses and sins, and He
quickens him by His resurrection life. He does not wink at the result of
the Fall and of actual sin, but He comes to the dead sinner and quickens
him—He comes to the diseased heart and heals it!

To me, the Gospel is a wonderful embodiment of Omnipotent Wisdom
and the Truth of God. If the Gospel had said to men, “The Law of God is
certainly righteous, but it is too stern, too exacting and, therefore, God
will wink at many sins and make provision for salvation by omitting to
punish much of human guilt,” why, my Brothers and Sisters, we would
always have been in jeopardy! If God could be unjust to save us, He could
also be changeable and cast us away! If there was anything rotten in the
state of our salvation, we should fear that it would, at last, fail us! But our
foundation is sure, for the Lord has excavated down to the rock! He has
taken away every bit of mere sentiment and sham and His salvation is
real throughout. It is a glorious salvation of Grace and Truth in which
God takes the sinner, as He is, and deals with Him as He is—yes, and
deals with the sinner as God is, on the principles of true righteousness—
and yet saves him!

But it means more than that. The Lord deals with us in the way of
Grace and that Grace encourages a great many hopes—and those hopes
are all realized, for He deals with us in Truth. Our necessities demand
great things and Grace actually supplies those great things. The old Law
could never make those who came to it, perfect as pertaining to the con-
science, but the Grace of God makes Believers perfect as pertaining to the
conscience! If I were to sit down and try to imagine a flaw in the ground of
my salvation by Christ, I could not do it! Believing, as I do, in Him who
bore my sins in His own body on the Cross, I feel that by no possibility
can His Atonement fail me. I have not imagination strong enough to feign
a reason for distrust—I do not see hole or corner in which any charge

Volume 31 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 9



10 The True Tabernacle and Its Glory of Grace and Peace Sermon #1862
could lurk against the man that believes in Jesus Christ. My conscience is
satisfied—more than satisfied!

Sometimes it even seems to me that my sins could not have deserved
that the Son of God should die. The Atonement is greater than the sin.
Speak of the vindication of the Law? Is not the vindication even greater
than the dishonor? Does not the Law of God shine out more lustrous in
its indescribable Glory through the Sacrifice of Christ as the penalty for
sin, than it would have done had it never been broken, or had all the race
of Law-breakers been swept into endless destruction? O Brothers and Sis-
ters, in the salvation of Jesus there is Grace unrivalled! There is a deep
Truth of God, a substantiality, an inward soul-satisfaction in the Sacrifice
of Christ which makes us feel that it is a full Atonement—a fountain of
“Grace and Truth.”

Nor have I yet quite brought out all the meaning, even if I have suc-
ceeded so far. Christ has brought to us “Grace and Truth,” that is to say,
He works in Believers both Grace and Truth. We need Grace to rescue us
from sin—He has brought it. We need the Truth of God in the inward
parts—He has worked it. The system of salvation by atonement is calcu-
lated to produce truthful men. The habit of looking for salvation through
the great Sacrifice fosters the spirit of justice, begets in us a deep abhor-
rence of evil and a love for that which is right and true. By nature we are
all liars and either love or make a lie—for this cause we are content with
refuges of lies and we compass ourselves with deceit. In our carnal state
we are as full of guile as an egg is full of meat—but when the Lord comes
to us in Christ, no longer imputing our trespasses to us—then He takes
out of our heart that deceit and desperate wickedness which had other-
wise remained there! I say it, and dare avow it, that the system of salva-
tion by the indwelling of God in Christ and the Atonement offered by Him
for men has a tendency in it to infuse Grace into the soul and to produce
Truth in the life! The Holy Spirit employs it to that end. I pray that you
and I may prove it so by the Grace which causes us to love both God and
man—and the truthfulness with which we deal in all the affairs of life.

Thus has our Lord displayed the Glory of God in the Grace and Truth
with which He is filled. I am sorry I have spoken so feebly on so grand a
theme. May the Spirit bless you even through the infirmities of my speech!

II. Now I want a few minutes to say to you, Come Brothers and Sisters,
LET US AVAIL OURSELVES OF THIS TABERNACLING OF GOD AMONG
US.

First, then, if God has come to dwell among men by the Word made
flesh, let us pitch our tents around this central tabernacle—do not let us
live as if God were a long way off. To the Israelites, God was equally near
from every quarter of the camp. The tabernacle was in the center and the
center is equally near to every point of the circumference. No true Israelite
could say, “I must go across the sea, or soar up into the air, or dive into
the depths to find my God.” Every Israelite could say, “He dwells between
the cherubim: I have but to go to His Tabernacle to be in His Presence and
speak with Him.” Our God is not far from any of His people this day. We
are made near by the blood of Christ. God is everywhere present, but
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there is a higher presence of effectual Grace in the Person of the Only-
Begotten. Do not let us live as if we worshipped a far-off God. Let us not
repine as if we were deserted. Let us not feel alone, for the Father is with
us—

“GQod is near you; therefore cheer your sad soul.”

Open your window towards Jerusalem, as Daniel did. Pray with your
eyes upon Christ, in whom dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily in
the greatest nearness to us. God is never far away since Christ has come
to dwell among men!

Next, let us resort to this central Tabernacle to obtain Grace to help in
time of need. Let us come to Christ without fear, for He has Grace to give
and He will give it to us abundantly whenever we need it. I like to think of
the wording of my text. Leave out the parenthesis, and it runs, “He dwelt
among us full of Grace.” He could not have dwelt among such provoking
ones if He had not been full of Grace! But if He dwells among us full of
Grace, we need not fear that He will cast us away because of our sins and
failings. I invite you, therefore, to come boldly to Him who is full of forgiv-
ing love. I beg you to come and receive of His fullness, for Grace is truly
Grace when it is communicated—Grace which is not distributed is Grace
in name only. “Alas!” you say, “I need so much Grace.” Brother, it is
treasured up in Christ for you without measure! It is placed in Him that
you may have it. Do we not try to persuade the sinner that there is life in
a look? Shall I need to persuade saints that Grace is equally free to them?
Do we not tell the sinner that God is not to be sought for as far away, but
that He is waiting to be gracious? Must I tell the Believer the same?

You may, at this moment, obtain all the Grace you need. The door is
open! Enter and take what you will. Do not stop till you reach home and
go through a set of religious exercises, but here, and now, believe in Jesus
to the fullest! In the center of the camp is the Incarnate God; Israel had
but to go to the central tent to find present help in time of trouble. In the
Person of Christ, who has said, “I am with you always, even to the end of
the world,” there is, in Truth, all the Grace you can possibly need! Come
to this well and drink. Receive of His fullness and go on your way rejoic-
ing.
What shall we do next? Brothers and Sisters, since God in Christ is in
the midst of us, let us abide in joyful, peaceful confidence in Him who is
Grace and Truth to us. Do not let us wander to other sources. To whom
would we go? Shall we leave our God? Shall we leave His Grace, His
Truth? Do not let us dream that He is changed, for He is God! Do not
imagine that He has left, for He has said, “This is My rest forever: here will
I dwell, for I have desired it.” Do not let us conceive that His Grace and
Truth are exhausted, for His fullness is eternal! Let us receive strong con-
solation and remain steadfast, unmovable. Let us quietly rest in the firm
belief that all we can need between here and Heaven, all that we need this
moment and in all moments yet to come, is treasured up in Christ Jesus
who is abidingly the center of His Church and the manifestation of God.

Once more. If this is so and God does really dwell in Christ in the midst
of His people “full of Grace and Truth,” let us tell everybody of it. I am sure
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if I had been an Israelite in the wilderness and had met an Amalekite or
an Edomite, I should have gloried in my God and in the privileges which
His Presence secured me. We know that Amalekites and Edomites could
not have come into the house of the Lord, but nowadays, if we meet with
one who is a stranger, we can tell him of our privilege with sweet persua-
sion, on the desire that the stranger can be brought near through the
blood of the Lamb. Therefore let us abundantly speak of the dwelling of
God with men! Let us proclaim to all that the Lord has come to man, not
in wrath, not in judgement, but “full of Grace and Truth.”

O my unconverted Hearer, come to Jesus! He is able to save to the ut-
termost those that come unto God by Him. Draw near to the meek and
lowly Jesus and you draw near to God! He says, “He that has seen Me,
has seen the Father.” Publish the invitation of Grace to the four winds!
Ring out your silver trumpets, or if you have them not, sound your rams’
horns—but somehow let all people know that the Tabernacle of God is
with men and He dwells among them! Proclaim this news in the far coun-
try, that the wandering prodigal may hear it and cry, “I will arise and go to
my Father.” God has come to men! Will not men come to God? In Christ
Jesus, God invites men to come to Him—will you not come to receive
Grace and Truth?

One more lesson remains and that is—what manner of people ought we
to be among whom Jehovah dwells? It must have been a very solemn thing
to be a member of that great camp of millions in the wilderness of Sinai.
God’s Presence in the midst of the camp must have made every tent sa-
cred. As we walked through the streets of that canvas city, if we had been
Israelites and in our right minds, we would have said, “These tents are
none other than the House of God and the very gate of Heaven, for look,
Jehovah is in the midst of us! Can’t you see the bright light that shines
above His sanctuary?” We would have felt that in such a camp all should
be holy. The pollution of sin should be unknown there! In such a camp
constant prayer and praise should be presented to Him whose Presence
was its Glory and defense!

Today let our congregation be a holy convocation—and as for ourselves,
let us be holiness unto the Lord! We are consecrated men and women,
seeing the Lord has come so very near to us! I spoke of solemnity—I
meant not dread and sorrow—but a solemnity full of joy! It is a solemn
thing to have God so near, but the joy is equal to the solemnity! Glory be
unto God most high, for He is here! Let us spend our days and nights in
gladness and delight! God is reconciled to us in the Person of His dear Son
and we have fellowship with God in Christ Jesus! Therefore let us rejoice
forevermore! Amen and amen!

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—

Exodus 34:1-8; 40:34-38; John 1:1-18.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—249, 256, 250.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST THE

TREASURY OF THE SAINTS
NO. 1169

A SERMON DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, APRIL 19, 1874,
BY C. H. SPURGEON
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell.”
Colossians 1:19.

“And of His fullness we have all received, and Grace for Grace.”
John 1:16.

THESE two texts make up a very beautiful sketch of the plan of salva-
tion. Put before your mind’s eye the sinner, empty of all holiness, of all
hope, despairing and ready to die. Put, also, before your mind, God, full of
mercy, willing to come and fill the sinner’s emptiness, to bring all His
communicable attributes, dwell in that sinner and give him, first, the
mercy which can blot out his sin, and then the holiness which can lift him
up from his ruined condition. Next note the difficulty in the way—God
cannot come as half a God—all His attributes must come together. And
should the just God come into this guilty sinner to fill his emptiness, the
flame of Justice would destroy him. It is not possible for God, even our
God, who is “a consuming fire,” to come into contact with that which is
sinful without destroying it. What then? Shall the sinner remain empty
and shall God’s fullness remain uncommunicated?

Behold the plan which infinite Wisdom has devised! The Eternal Son of
God becomes Man! The Divine Nature comes in all its fullness and dwells
in the Mediator Christ Jesus! Coming into Him, He was made to feel the
mighty burning of Justice, which caused Him agony but could not con-
sume Him, for in Him there was no sin. Justice burned and blazed within
Him and cast Him into a bloody sweat—yes, brought Him to the Cross
and to death because He stood in the sinner’s place. But this golden Ves-
sel, though heated, was not melted! It could contain the Divine fire and
yet not be destroyed—and now in Christ Jesus dwells all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily and, moreover, the Divine Nature is in Him in such a
way as to be capable of communication to the sons of men. Of course the
essence of Deity is not communicated, for that would be to make men into
Gods—but we are “made partakers of the Divine Nature” in the sense of
receiving the same character—and becoming the children of God. That
which God could not bring to us directly by reason of our inability to re-
ceive it, He has now brought to us through a Mediator, by placing it in the
Man, Christ Jesus, that we, coming to Him, might freely receive of it.

The next step in the plan of salvation is this—that after the fullness of
God has come to man in the Person of His Son, everyone that comes to
Him by faith receives His Divine Grace. Salvation is not by what you bring
to Christ, but by what you take from Him. You are to be receivers first,
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and then, by-and-by, through the power of Grace, you shall give forth
from yourselves rivers of living water to others. In your first coming you
come empty, having nothing but your sin and misery—as empty, unde-
serving sinners you receive of His fullness—and all your life continue to do
the same. The Grace already given is not the climax or the conclusion—
you go on receiving more and more! Grace increases your capacity for
Grace and that enlarged capacity becomes filled! And so the fullness of
God comes into you till you are filled with it and you rise from Grace to
Glory, being made like unto God and fitted to dwell where He is forever
and ever.

Now, unconverted ones, take note that this is the plan of salvation, and
the only plan. You must obtain God’s love and mercy and holiness by re-
ceiving it through the Mediator, Jesus Christ! You have not yet received
it—I ask you, How long will you tarry without it? You are, in some degree,
aware of your need, for you are not ignorant of the Gospel. Oftentimes you
have heard the voice of its invitation and have been almost persuaded to
receive the fullness revealed in Christ Jesus. How long will you waver be-
tween two opinions? How long will you hesitate? This is the way, the safe
way, the suitable way, the only way which is open to you—and it is open
to you at this very moment—will your feet never tread it? Will your dis-
obedient steps forever wander, till, at last, you sink in despair and die
eternally? God have mercy upon you and bring you to receive of the full-
ness which the Father has stored up in His Son, Jesus Christ!

Needy Sinners, I warn you, do not insult the fullness of Christ by think-
ing that you are full enough yourselves! Never think of putting your own
righteousness side by side with the Divine, nor think of mixing your tears
with Jesus’ blood, nor of bringing your prayers or your faith to increase
the all-sufficiency of Christ’s atoning Sacrifice! He needs nothing from
you! Come and take everything from Him, for all fullness dwells in Him.
As you may not insult His fullness, so I pray you, do not neglect it. Do not
stand by this Fountain and refuse to drink. Do not pass by the riches of
His Grace as though they were nothing to you, lest haply, when you come
to die, your heart should be wrung with terrible remorse because you
have despised the Savior’s love. “How shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation?” Put not off these matters from month to month, but,
“today, if you will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” Hasten now
unto the place where God Himself has come to meet you—namely, in the
Person of His Son.

Moreover, as I charge you not to neglect the Grace of our Lord Jesus, so
would I encourage you not to distrust it. All fullness dwells in Jesus—a
fullness which is meant to be given out to all who receive it as the gift of
Divine Grace! Believe in this fullness and, empty as you are, do not de-
spair any longer when you remember that Jesus has a supply for every
possible need. Come, though your head is bowed with grief, for Jesus
never did reject a sinner and he never can. It is His office and calling to
cleanse the guilty and to receive the lost. Come to Him, now, and may we,
before this service is done, be able, all of us, to sing, “It pleased the Father
that in Him should all fullness dwell,” and, “of His fullness have all we re-
ceived, and Grace for Grace.”
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Let not these words be forgotten by those for whom they are meant.
But still, I have not taken my text, this morning, with the view of so
preaching from it. I have another aim altogether. Moreover, it will be right
for me to say that I do not intend to go into an exposition of these texts,
having explained them several times before. I have only taken them with
one object, namely, to address myself vehemently to the servants of God—
that they may be exhorted to lay hold of the fullness of the power and ho-
liness which dwell in their Covenant Head.

During this last week I have given to my Brothers in the Conference, a
motto which lay on my own heart. It is, “Forward! Upward!” These are the
watchwords of this morning—Forward! Upward! I want you, dear Brothers
and Sisters, to see that every preparation is made for greater growth and
greater success. I want you to be encouraged to seize upon that which lies
before you, but which is too often treated as if it did not exist, and to rise,
by the power of the Eternal Spirit, to something higher than you have, up
to now, accomplished or even attempted.

I. My first point this morning is this—THERE IS A GLORIOUS FULL-
NESS IN JESUS. Brothers and Sisters, if it is so, why are we so weak, un-
furnished and unhappy? There is an infinite fullness in Jesus! A fullness
of all that any saint can ever need to enable him to rise to the highest de-
gree of Divine Grace. If there is anything lacking for the attainment of the
Divine image in us, it is not a deficiency Christward—it is occasioned by
shortcomings in ourselves. If sin is to be overcome, the conquering power
dwells in Him in its fullness. If virtue is to be attained, sanctifying energy
resides in Christ to perfection. If I see before me an eminent child of God,
whose conversation is in Heaven, I may not dare to say that I am not ca-
pable of being as sanctified as he is—for the same Lord is mine as well as
his.

I have in my flesh no power whatever, for I am emptiness itself. In me
the Truth of God is realized, “Without Me you can do nothing.” But, on the
other hand, the power to do all things lies in Christ and the power to be-
come fully consecrated streams forth from Him. “With God all things are
possible.” “In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,” and they
who dwell in Him shall find things impossible with man become simple
everyday facts with themselves if they will but have faith in the mediato-
rial fullness.

Beloved, I am going to say nothing but what you all know. And I do not
mean to garnish it with finery of words. The truth is that there are many
who are barely Christians and have scarcely enough Grace to float them
into Heaven. The keel of their vessel is grating on the gravel all the way.
My prayer is that we may reach deep waters and have so much Grace that
we may sail like a gallant ship on the broad ocean with a glorious cargo
on board and all colors flying—and so there may be administered unto us
an abundant entrance into the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! Everything is provided for this. Christ has not merely placed
enough bread on the table to keep us from starving, His oxen and fatlings
are killed—He has spread a royal feast.

He has not provided a scanty garment which may barely hide your na-
kedness, but He has brought forth the best robe and has procured ear-
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rings for your ears, jewels for your necks and a royal crown for your
heads—for it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell for
all His saints. If you have not these riches, the fault lies with yourself. It is
there—you might have it if you had but faith to take it. Too often we sit
down like beggars on the dunghill and groan and cry because of the pov-
erty of our nature when we ought to be rejoicing in the Lord. I thank God
that we can groan, for that is something! But there is a more excellent
way—a better gift to be earnestly coveted. In Christ you are rich to the
fullness of riches! Get up, I pray you, to the high places and realize for
yourselves the fullness of God in Christ Jesus!

The fullness which dwells in our Lord we may rest assured is sufficient
for the conquest of the world. It is not enough for you or me that we should
be wholly consecrated to Christ—our desire is that the whole world should
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord! We can never be satisfied while
there remains one sinner unsaved, one idol upon its pedestal, or one sin-
gle error to darken the minds of men. For Christ we do not desire Eng-
land, only, and the civilized nations, but we claim for Him the darkest
dens of cannibalism and the vilest haunts of piracy. The banner of the
Cross shall wave where now black flags poison the breeze! It shall be lifted
high where today Kalee and Juggernaut set up their ensigns, for the Lord
God Omnipotent shall reign from shore to shore!

We have in Christ Jesus all the might which is needed for subduing the
nations, for all power is given unto Him in Heaven and in earth. We have,
dear Brothers and Sisters, I fear, too often been considering the amount of
money and the number of men which would be needed. Indeed, I remem-
ber a remarkable paper being read explaining to us how much money it
would require to evangelize the world—a calculation which I regarded as
vanity of vanities and nothing more—for if mountains of money were put
before us it might just as well be shoveled into the infernal deep for all the
good it could do—if regarded as at all essential! Our checkbook needs
more golden treasure and, thank God, we have it!

Depend upon it, when the Church is fit to be trusted with money, she
will have it. Pecuniary straitness is only an index of lack of Divine Grace
and is so far a good thing, because it brings before us in palpable form
our real poverty before the Most High. But Brothers and Sisters, for the
conquest of the world, the strength lies in the man Christ Jesus, since in
Him all fullness dwells! And in Him we have all the necessary power at
our disposal. We are never to say, “Those thieves and criminals are too
depraved to be converted,” for in our Lord there is fullness of power to
convert the most abandoned! We are not to say, “That alley in the darkest
part of the city will never be cleansed from its abominations.” Jesus could
cleanse Sodom, itselfl We are never to leave a tribe of savages unevangel-
ized because they are too degraded, nor are we to quail before an unedu-
cated and subtle nation because it is too skeptical—all power for all cases
is in Jesus—He is the armory of the house of David! In Him we shall find a
thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty men! Let us go to the armory and
we shall receive the invincible weapons of our Holy War, yes, and the
strength with which to wield them—the might which ensures victory!
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Beloved, the text puts away from us, as far as the east is from the
west, every conceivable objection that may be raised as to what a saint
can do, for surely the very thought of difficulty is rendered absurd by the
fact of all fullness residing in our Lord on our behalf! It is not a fullness
for merely teaching, but a fullness for convincing! It is not a fullness for
simply convincing of sin, but for converting and bringing to full salvation!
It is not a fullness for justifying the Believer, alone, but a fullness for
sanctifying him—and not a fullness for sanctifying him merely for a little
while—but a fullness to keep him to the end! It is a fullness which can fill
him with all the fullness of God! Come to whatever place you may, you
shall not say, “Here I am at a nonplus,” but there will you find a new illus-
tration of the might of the eternal God which dwells in Christ Jesus!

The fact is, Beloved, we have a superabundant force in Christ and if we
did but know it, instead of talking about the struggles of the Church and
the strain that is put upon us to hold our own, the joy of the Lord would
give such strength to us that we should not remember our own efforts,
but like the flood which rushes down the mountain after the rain, the
flush of life from Jesus would speed on with a tremendous force, leaping
over every obstacle and filling our souls to the brim! God grant us to feel
that we do not serve a little Christ nor a stingy Lord. Our God is the God
of the hills as well as the valleys! And in the strength of the Lord Omnipo-
tent we triumph in every place! Only let us serve God in real faith and we
know not what we may live to see!

God grant us to know this first Truth of God that there is a fullness in
Christ—and in the strength of that fullness we may cry—“Forward and
upward!”

II. The next encouraging fact is that THE FULLNESS IS IN JESUS
NOW. “It pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell.” The
glory of the past exercises a depressing influence upon many Christians.
“We have heard with our ears and our fathers have told us the wondrous
things which You did in their day and in the old time before them.” But we
dolefully complain that the golden age of Christianity is over—its heroic
times are matter of history. Indeed, this feeling is transformed to fact, for
scarcely any Church now existing realizes that it can do what its first
promoters did! All appear to be quite sure that these are bad times and
but little is to be done in them. We do not expect, nowadays, to find a
Methodist so full of fire as the first field preachers. The Quakers are never
as fanatical and even the Primitives are not Ranters now! The old re-
proach has ceased because the old ardor which provoked it has cooled
down. So far so bad.

I see grave cause for sorrow in all this. A people are in an evil case
when all their heroism is historical. We read the biographies of former
worthies with great wonder and respect. But we do not attempt to follow
in their steps with equal stride. Why not? It has pleased the Father that in
Jesus all fullness should dwell, a fullness for Paul, a fullness for Luther, a
fullness for Whitfield, and blessed be God, a fullness for me and a fullness
for you! All that Jesus has given forth has not exhausted Him! Christian-
ity has not lost its pristine strength—we have lost our faith—there’s the
calamity! Oh, ignoble sons of glorious sires, you have degenerated, but not
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your Master! And if, even in your degeneracy, you would cast yourselves
upon your unchanging God, you would rise to more than the strength of
your sires and do yet greater things than they!

The fullness of Jesus is not changed. Then why are our works so feebly
done? Pentecost, is that to be a tradition? The reforming days, are these to
be only memories? I see no reason why we should not have a greater Pen-
tecost than Peter saw and a Reformation deeper in its foundations, and
truer in its building up than all the reforms which Luther or Calvin
achieved! We have the same Christ, remember that! The times are altered,
but Jesus is the Eternal and time touches Him not. “But we are not such
men as they.” What? Cannot God make us such? Are we weaker than
they? The fitter to be instruments for the mighty God! Away with the cow-
ardice which thinks the past is never to be outdone! Is not the Lord of
Hosts with us? Is anything too hard for Him? We must labor to eclipse the
past as the sunlight eclipses the brightness of the stars!

The mass of professors have their eyes only on the future. The good
times are coming, by-and-by, but they are not here yet. We look forward
with much hope to the golden age that is to be, when we shall see the
fullness of Jesus and nations will be born in a day! Brothers and Sisters,
does my text say, “It pleased the Father that in Him all fullness shall one
day dwell”? No, but, “in Him should all fullness dwell.” Whatever has been
done can be done now—and whatever shall yet be done, can be done to-
day, by His Grace. Our laziness puts off the work of conquest. Our self-
indulgence procrastinates. Our cowardice and lack of faith make us dote
upon the millennium instead of hearing the Spirit’s voice today! Happy
days would begin from this hour if the Church would but awake and put
on her Strength, for in her Lord all fatness dwells.

When the Son of Man comes, shall He find faith on the earth? Some
doubting ones say, “We do not wonder that there is success in such a
place,” but we cannot have it. We hear of earnest ministers and we con-
clude that where they labor God will send the blessing, but not to our
ministry. We conclude that when yonder woman gathers the young people
around her, it is no wonder that blessing comes. Does Christ depend on
ministers or on holy women? Have you said, “Alas, I cannot have the
blessing.” Why not? How dare you limit the Holy One of Israel? You who
dwell in towns where all is cold around you, do you despair? Is it in your
minds that Christ is dependent upon the circumstances in which He has
placed His servants? “It pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness
dwell.” What if the servants are empty—their Master is not! If the means
of Grace lack power, Grace from above is still Omnipotent. Only fly to the
Fountain and the dried up streams need not distress you.

Furthermore, our Churches believe that there is a great fullness in
Christ and that sometimes they ought to enjoy it. The progress of Christi-
anity is to be by tides which ebb and flow. There are to be revivals like the
spring and these must alternate with long lethargies like the winter. O ac-
cursed Unbelief, will you always pervert the Truth of God? Will you never
understand this Word of God—“It pleased the Father that in Him should
all fullness dwell’? It is not the Lord’s purpose that a fullness should re-
side in Jesus during revivals and then withdraw. Jesus Christ is the same
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yesterday, today, and forever! The highest state of revival should be the
normal condition of the Church. When her martyrs are most self-
sacrificing, her missionaries most daring, her ministers most bold, her
members most consecrated, she is, even then, below her standard—she
has not fully reached her high calling—to come down from her position
would be sin!

God grant us Grace to feel that we have not to drink of an intermittent
spring, nor to work for Christ with an occasional industry—but as all full-
ness dwells in Him—it is ours to believe that today we can have all the
blessing of a true revivall That today we can go forward in the power of
God! That at this very hour we lack for nothing which can lift the Church
into her highest condition of spirituality and power! God grant us to re-
ceive Grace for Grace today!

III. Thirdly, THE POSITION OF THIS FULLNESS IS RICHLY ENCOUR-
AGING TO US IN THE MATTER OF OBTAINING IT. “It pleased the Father
that in Him should all fullness dwell.” Brothers and Sisters, you have
heard what we have said about the fullness—our words are very poor and
poverty-stricken compared with the fact—but listen! The fullness is placed
where you can receive it—where you can receive it now, for it is placed in
Him who is your Brother—bone of your bone and flesh of your flesh! It
dwells in Him who loves to give it, because, as our Head, He delights to
communicate with His members!

The plenitude of Divine Grace dwells in Him who is, Himself, yours!
Since He is yours, all that is in Christ is yours! You need not pray as if
you had no inheritance in the blessing which you seek. Christ is the Trus-
tee of the fullness of God and the property of it is vested in His people—
you have only to ask of Him and He will give you that which is yours, al-
ready! Why do you hesitate? How can you linger? The Father has placed
His Grace in Christ because it gratifies His love to His Son. It pleases the
heart of the great God to see Jesus adorned with the fullness of Deity and
every time Jesus gives to Believers, the great heart of God is gladdened!
How can you hesitate about receiving it if it pleases God for you to partake
in it? You may go with great spirit and comfort, since Jesus Himself is
honored by your going to Him. He obtains Glory by distributing of His
fullness to empty sinners, who, when they receive Grace, are sure to love
Him—how can you think Him reluctant to bestow the g1ft which will in-
crease His Glory?

Do you not know, too, that when you go to Christ, you gain even by the
act of going? I am so thankful that Christ has not put my fullness in my-
self, for then I should not require to go to Him so often, or if I did go to
Him I should not have an errand to go upon of such importance as to jus-
tify my seeking an audience. But now, every time I get to Christ’s door I
can plead necessity. We go to Him because we must go. When is there an
hour when a Believer does not need to receive from Jesus? Go, then, Be-
loved, since it blesses the Church, it honors Christ, it pleases God and it
is the way of soul enrichment for yourselves! What place of resort could be
so attractive as the Person of the Well-Beloved? If God had put His full-
ness into an angel, we should not feel greatly drawn to him—but since He
has caused it to dwell in Jesus, He has put it where we love to have it—
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where we feel at home, where we are glad to go often! Yes, where we
would love to abide and never to go away, but to be forever receiving of
Him.

I delight to think that this fullness is placed in Christ because He is the
Man who receives sinners and, therefore, you saints who have lost your
evidences, you Believers who have acted inconsistently and have not lived
up to your privileges, you may say, “we cannot go for this fullness to God,
Himself, but we will joyfully go to the Savior of sinners.” If you have been,
till now, self-deceived, and your experience has all been a mistake, you
can still come to the sinner’s Savior, to whom the thief looked up in his
expiring hour—and from whom your first mercy came! Come, Brothers
and Sisters, why do you hesitate? Why do you linger? You who know what
Christ is, come, I pray you, with swift feet to the place where all you need
is stored—and take all your heart requires! Yes, come for the highest de-
grees of Grace and for the largest measures of success—and you shall
have them, for Christ delights to give exceeding abundantly above what
we ask or even think!

IV. And now I have to pass on to another argument. I want to use each
head as a hammer—and may God’s own Spirit wield it. The next is this,
that FROM THIS FULLNESS WE HAVE, MANY OF US, ALREADY RE-
CEIVED. Is not that an argument for still further exercising faith in Je-
sus? | know of no argument equal to that of practical experience. They
must come who have come before! The sweetness of this honey remains
upon the tongue and we long for more and cannot be satisfied till we have
taken up the dripping honeycomb once again.

Now, see, Beloved, the text says, “Of His fullness we have all received.”
That is, all the saints in former days have received of this fullness. There
was not in John any good thing but what he received from his Master.
There was not in the noble martyr Stephen one grain of courage but what
he received from Christ. Paul, Apollos, or Cephas—these had nothing but
what they took from Him If they received everything, why should we hesi-
tate to do the same? Of ourselves it is also true that all our Graces came
from Jesus. This is true of the greatest saint and true of the least. Do you
remember when you first received Divine Grace? It brings to my mind
right joyful memories of the hour when first these eyes looked to Him and
were lightened—when I received pardon from His dying love and knew
myself forgiven!

Since your conversion, dear Brothers and Sisters, everything good you
have ever had, you have received from our Lord. What? Have you drunk
out of your own cistern? What treasure have you found in your own
fields? Nakedness, poverty, misery, death—these are the only possessions
of Nature. But life, riches, fullness, joy—these are gifts of Divine Grace
through Jesus Christ! Are you accepted before God? He justified youl!
Have you been kept? He has preserved you! Are you sanctified? He has
cleansed you by His blood! Do you know, by full assurance, your interest
in the Father’s love? He gave you that assurance! All you have and all you
ever will have—all that every saint that shall ever be born shall have that
is worth having comes out of the fullness of Christ!
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The crowded ranks of the white-robed above, without exception, con-
fess, “Of His fullness we have all received.” I hear them sing, this morning,
as they keep a glorious Sabbath Day above—and this is one sweet stanza
of their song, “Of His fullness we have all received, and Grace for Grace.”
Come then, Brothers and Sisters, what prevents us from receiving? “Ah,”
you say, “I cannot imagine that I can be a Christian of the highest type.”
Why not? Have you not received life? Why should you not receive life more
abundantly? Have you not already been pardoned? Why should you not
have the full assurance of that pardon? Have you not already been taken
up from the horrible pit and out of the miry clay? What hinders but that
Christ should set you upon a rock and put a new song into your mouth
and establish your goings?

“But I cannot hope to be so useful as some are.” Why not? According to
your faith so shall it be to you! God has given you one convert, why can-
not He give you a hundred? You have been blessed to a dear child in Sun-
day school and you have rejoiced over that one jewel as a precious God-
send! Why should you not dive, again, and bring up other pearls for your
Immanuel’s crown? I would stir in you a sacred ambition! I would provoke
you to the highest style of Christian manhood and the most heroic form of
Christian service! What you have received is the pledge of what you may
receive, but, indeed, you have already obtained a good deal more than yet
remains to be received!

Christ is yours and by that fact all things are yours! What you now
need is included in what you already have! You only need to realize it—by
faith call it your own—and practically to live upon it. May God enable you
to do so! Of His fullness have we all received—why should we not receive
more?

IV. The last blow of the hammer shall be this—THE GIFTS WE HAVE
ALREADY HAD ARE NOT TRIFLES, for John says we have received “Grace
for Grace,” which is a mode in the Greek language of expressing the su-
perlative. We have received the highest Grace, superlative Grace. The gift
of Jesus Christ is the highest Grace that even God, Himself, can bestow—
nothing can go beyond that! Listen to this, then—“He that spared not His
own Son, but freely delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things?” I charge you, let that text enter into your
hearts—and when you feel straitened in prayer and tempted to say, “No,
not here, I cannot rise so high, I am not qualified for that attainment”—
do, I pray you, remember the gifts already received by which Jesus opens
your mouth and bids you ask great things.

The Father has given you His Son! How can He deny you anything? The
expression, “Grace for Grace,” may mean Grace answering to Grace—
Grace which was in accordance with Grace already given—Grace prepara-
tory to what is yet to come. Has not the Father given you such Divine
Grace as you had capacity to receive? If there had been more room you
would have had more. If you had exercised more faith, He would have
given you more joy. If you had possessed more hope, you would have had
more realization. He has always come up to, and even gone beyond, the
measure of our expectation. Is there, in your soul, this morning, an
enlargement? I feel it in my own heart! I feel a dissatisfaction with my pre-
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sent attainments! I pant to know my Lord better! I am discontented with
what [ have done for Him up to now! I long to do 10 times more for His
Glory!

Do you feel the same? Oh, then He will keep in touch with you! Yes, He
will do exceeding abundantly above all you ask, or even think! That text
does not say, “Above what you can ask or think,” as people will persist in
saying. That is not true because we can ask and can think as great things
as God Himself will give, and He means us to ask before He gives. Our ca-
pacity for asking is, as a general rule, the measure of His giving, but the
Scriptures say He will do exceeding abundantly above what you ask or
think. Now, are you thinking great things and asking great things? Do not
be afraid! The Lord will not let you outstrip Him! Be enlarged—and as
large as your faith—so large shall the blessing be.

Then, dear Friends, Grace for Grace may mean Grace upon Grace, like
Pelion upon Ossa—one mountain piled upon another—each Grace eclips-
ing the light of that which went before. This we have already known. When
we first believed in Christ, pardon for sin seemed everything. But when we
came to know that we were justified in Christ Jesus, that appeared to be a
much greater blessing. And when we understood that we were adopted
and were the sons of God, that new delight surpassed the former joy! The
Lord has led you into Divine Grace which has surprised you and lifted you
up from one point to another. I speak to many Brothers and Sisters here
who must confess that their present state is very different from their
Christian infancy—they now know what they never thought they could
know. Why, there are doctrines that some of you can enjoy this morning
which you used to think frightfully high doctrines! You once could not ap-
preciate them, yet they are simplicities to you now! And there are con-
quests over sin which you could not have achieved in your boyhood. But
now in your Christian manhood you can take up dragons and destroy
them.

Now, dear Brethren, as you have been surprised with mercy, you are to
be surprlsed with more mercy, and the Lord says to you, “Son of man, I
will show you greater favors than these.” Greater joys are yet to be known!
You have entered the room of silver—that inner door will lead you to a
chamber of gold! And beyond that there is a door in the wall which he that
is taught of God shall open—a door which will admit you into a chamber
of diamonds! And when you shall come there and have seen the Glory and
the exceeding riches of the Grace of God, there is still an inner chamber
where that which eye has not seen nor ear heard shall be revealed to
you—a joy unspeakable, unthinkable, indeed! May we comprehend with
all the saints what are the heights and depths—and know the love of
Christ which passes knowledge.

Now of the things which we have spoken, this is the sum. We have a
fullness in Christ as Believers which we ought to use in the following
manner —First, believe in great things! Do not sit down, as some do, in
the little Meeting House where about 50 Brethren meet and expect the
Lord to send a convert once every 12 months. And when He does send
him, they worry him by the month together for fear he should not be one
of the right sort! And when he finally comes in, they rejoice over him as
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one that finds great spoil in having picked up one solitary soul after 12
months’ ministry!

Oh, Brothers and Sisters, we have a greater God than this would imply!
The little narrow thoughts which Christians have had as to the success of
the Gospel cannot have come from a great God, can they? The day was
when the very idea of sending the Gospel to the heathen was regarded by
our orthodox Brethren as a piece of Don Quixotism, not to be attempted,
and even now, if you say, “All the world for Jesus,” they open their eyes
and say, “Ah, we are afraid you are tainted with universal redemption, or
are going off to the Arminian camp.” God grant these dear Brethren new
hearts and right spirits—at present their hearts are too small to bring Him
much glory! May they get larger hearts, hearts something like their
Lord’s—and may they have Grace given them to estimate the precious
blood at a higher rate—for our Lord did not die to buy a few hundred
souls, or to redeem to Himself a handful of people! He shed His blood for a
number which no man can number—and His elect shall excel in multi-
tude the sands which belt the sea!

Let us have great faith in what God intends to do. Believing these great
things, let us expect them. Be on the qui vive for spiritual miracles. Expect
to see hundreds converted! Wonder, when you hear a Gospel sermon, that
the Holy Spirit does not save 3,000 by it! “Ah,” says one, “I should be very
much astonished if He did.” I know you would, and that is why we do not
see it! But we ought to wonder that there are not, and when we are as we
should be, we shall see greater things than these! There is no weakness
with God! That limping sinew is in Jacob’s thigh, it is not in the Angel’s.
That palsied arm is man’s, not God's—no sinew of His arm can decay.

Sirs, do you think that He who smote the fields of Zoan with plagues is
not Lord of idols and King of heathens? Do you think that He who divided
the Red Sea cannot lead His people like a flock through the wilderness
and bring them into the promised possession? Do you think that He can-
not bring up His Church out of her bondage and set her feet in a large
room? The Lord of Hosts is with us! Therefore let us expect things! Expect-
ing great things, let us attempt great things! Let us each set about doing
something for Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit! Let us try what can
be done! Let us not, if we are Sunday school teachers, be satisfied with go-
ing through the day’s lesson and feeling, “There, that will do.” Aim at the
immediate conversion of every child in the class!

Do not let us say, as we go round with the tracts this afternoon, “We
will leave them and not say a word.” Aim at getting a word about Jesus
Christ with every person you meet with! As for myself, the preacher, let
me come here to preach to you, not with the hope that perhaps, here and
there, one will find a Savior, but with an earnest cry to Heaven that the
Holy Spirit will comprehend, in the lines of His electing and redeeming
love, the whole mass of you, and make this Tabernacle into a golden cas-
ket in which all of us shall be the jewels, and take it right up and keep it
in His bosom forever!

Last of all, let us not talk about this, but let us set about doing it! Shall
we never have, in our midst, men who will go among the heathen to
preach Jesus Christ? We had two lately, are there not two more? Young
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men and young women, will you not consecrate yourselves to the Lord
and go into exile for His sake? Have we none such? We have here, this
morning, good women and good men, too, who are at work among the
heathens of the east end of London and the worst parts of our city. Are
there no others to do the same? There is room for scores of you to be as
devoted to God as our dear Brother, Dr. Barnardo, or our Sister, Miss
MacPherson—and why not you? Why should not the same anointing come
upon you and qualify you for useful work?

Will you not, this very day, preach Christ in the streets? Will you not
consecrate yourselves to be whole burnt offerings unto Christ, for Him to
live, for Him to die? O soldiers of the Cross, will you loiter in the march?
The enemy still holds citadels which belong to Christ and you, by a des-
perate push, may seize them! Swift as eagles and strong as lions, press
onward and win the victory! Why do you hesitate? The powers of evil lin-
ger not! The hosts of Hell are raging—they call up all their strength
against the Lord of Hosts—and will you stand back? Have you no cour-
age? Is your blood turned to water? Has the Spirit of God departed from
you?

Oh, let it not be so, but may God launch us upon the enemy like thun-
derbolts from His own Omnipotent hand! And yet may it be seen through-
out the world that there are men who have received of the fullness of the
Crucified One and who, therefore, can give it forth to others and point
them to Him in whom the Father is well-pleased that all fullness shall
dwell. The Lord be with you all. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—John 1:1-34.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—436, 415, 249.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.
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THE FULLNESS AND THE FILLING
NO. 3553

A SERMON
PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 1917.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And of His fullness have we all received, and Grace for Grace”
John 1:16.

ONE Sabbath I was staying in an Italian town on the other side of the
Alps. Of course, the whole population was Romish. Two or three of us,
therefore, being Protestants, held a little service for the worship of God in
the simple manner that is our habit. After this, I went out for a walk. The
weather being hot and sultry, I sought the outskirts of the town to get to
as quiet and cool a spot as possible. Presently I came to an archway at
the foot of a hill where there was an announcement that any person who
would climb the hill with proper intentions should receive the pardon of
his sins and five days’ indulgence. I thought I might as well have five
days’ indulgence as anybody else, and if it were of any advantage, to have
it laid by in store. I cannot tell you all I saw as [ went, first one way, and
then another, up that hill. Suffice it to say that there was a series of little
churches, through the windows of which you might look, as one in his
boyish days looked through a peepshow. The whole scene and circums-
tance of the Passion and death of Christ were thus modeled, beginning
with His agony in the Garden, where He was represented in a figure as
large as life, with the drops of bloody sweat falling to the ground. The
three disciples were a stone’s throw off, and the rest of the Apostles out-
side the garden wall. Every feature looked as real as if one had been
standing upon the spot! I scrutinized each group narrowly and carefully
read the Latin text which served as an index, till I reached the top of the
hill, where I saw a garden, just like an English garden, and as I pushed
open the door I faced these words, “Now there was a garden, and in the
garden there was a new sepulcher.” Walking down a path I came to a se-
pulcher—so I stooped down and looked in—as Peter had done. There, in-
stead of seeing a picture of the corpse of Christ, I read in gilded letters
these words—of course, in the Latin tongue—“He is not here, for He is
risen! Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” Passing on, I came to a
place where His Ascension was represented. On the summit was a large
church, into which I entered. No one was there, yet the place for me had
a marvelous interest. High up in the ceiling there swung a rude represen-
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tation of the Lord Jesus Christ, and round it were statues of the Proph-
ets, all with their fingers pointing up to Him. There was Isaiah, with a
scroll in his left hand, on which was written, “He was despised and re-
jected of men, a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief.” Further on
stood Jeremiah, and on his scroll was written, “Behold and see if there
was ever sorrow like unto My sorrow, which was done unto Me.” All
round the church I read in great words, that were large enough to be
seen, though they were blazoned on the top of the ceiling, “Moses and all
the Prophets spoke and wrote concerning Him.”

Now, though I cannot take you to see that remarkable sight, which I
shall never forget, I would gladly bring before your mind’s eye something
like it. Suppose that all the saints who lived from the days of Adam,
down to the times when Malachi closed the Old Testament—all the saints
who lived in Christ’s time and then on through the early ages of the
Church in the days of Chrysostom, and Augustine, and all the holy men
who afterwards gathered around the Reformers, and all who in every
place have served God since then—suppose they all stood in one vast cir-
cle? To whom do you suppose they would, every one, point? To whom
would they all bear witness? Why, with outstretched arm, everyone of
them would turn to the Lord Jesus Christ and speak His praise! Could
you then enquire into their individual history, you would find among
them characters exceedingly diverse, though all remarkably beautiful.
Some renowned for courage, others for gentleness. Some for patient en-
durance, others for diligent labor—and yet all inspired by a common
faith—all of them aglow with fervent gratitude! All of them looking with
steadfast gaze and intense love towards ONE from whom they had re-
ceived every gift that profited them—and that One, Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, the Savior of men! The rule would admit of not a single exception.
From each man in his own proper position, from every man in his own
particular calling, from all the individuals severally in their own personal
experience, the innumerable voices—distinct, but blending in chorus—
would go up from earth to Heaven, saying, “Of His fullness have we all
received, and Grace for Grace.” Then I think from the excellent Glory
would come a response. The inhabitants of Heaven would echo back the
strain, “Of His fullness have we all, the glorified spirits, received, and
Grace for Grace.” This is the testimony of the Church militant, and of the
Church triumphant! Yes, it is the testimony of all who in every place and
at every time have come and put their trust under the shadow of His
wings!

Our text seems to suggest two thoughts—the fullness and the filling—
upon each of which I will attempt to say a little, a very little. With so infi-
nite a theme, we can do no more than children do when they take up a
little seawater in a shell—their tiny scoop cannot embrace the ocean. I
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stand on the narrow edge of a vast expanse and leave the boundless
depths to your contemplation! His fullness! An inexhaustible reservoir!
Our filling! An illimitable endowment! Beloved, the river of God, which is
full of water, can well supply the little canals that are fed from such a
fountain with Grace for Grace!

I. I said THE FULLNESS. It is His fullness, the fullness of Jesus Chr-
ist, the Son of God. Oh, what a fullness He has! The fullness which be-
longs to Him personally! Note this well! Forget it not! Our Redeemer is es-
sentially God. By Nature He is Divine. He has condescendingly taken
upon Himself our nature and He is most truly and assuredly Man. Very
God! For to Him belong all be attributes of Jehovah. Very Man! For when
He took our flesh and blood, He accepted the entire sympathies of our
creatureship. In His complex Nature, He possesses fullness. In Him
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. He has the fullness of Om-
nipotence and all power is given unto Him as Mediator in Heaven and in
earth. Omnipresence is His to perfection, “for where two or three are ga-
thered together in My name, there am I (He said) in the midst of them.”
He has essential wisdom. Even when on earth, “He did not commit Him-
self, because He knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of
man, for He knew what was in man.” In Him is fullness of justice. The
Father has given all judgment unto the Son. “Shall not God judge the
world in righteousness by that Man whom He has ordained, whereof He
has given assurance unto all men in that He has raised Him from the
dead?” In Him is fullness of mercy, for, “through this Man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins.” The attributes of God make up a per-
fect total. The unity, with all its uniqueness, is His! Divisions and sub-
divisions are ours. The fractional parts of which we take account are but
the breaking up of a great fact to our weak understanding. Think as you
may, your thoughts cannot describe or compass God, for God is all that
is good and blessed! And as is God, so is Christ—all the Divine Attributes
are contained and represented in Christ Jesus in their fullness—not di-
minished by His humiliation, but resplendent by His triumph!

“In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead.” He is the express Im-
age of the Father’s Person, the brightness of His Father’s Glory—not
more Glory—but the brightness of His Father’s Glory. What confidence
this ought to inspire in our hearts! The fullness from which you and I de-
rive the Divine Grace we receive is none other than the Infinite fullness of
God Over All, blessed forever, whose name is Immanuel, God With Us!
There was also a fullness in Christ in respect to His Manhood. Nothing
was lacking to Him that is involved in being by Nature and Constitution
a perfect Man. He was pure. He did not inherit any sin. His disposition
did not tend towards any evil. Still, all that pertains to the original crea-
tureship of man as created by God did Christ possess in the fullness of
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development. Hence, my Brothers and Sisters, there is in Him at this
moment a fullness of sympathy. He is not such a High Priest as cannot
be touched with a feeling of our infirmities, but He was tempted in all
points like as we are, yet without sin! Do not suppose that Jesus is less
human than you are, yourselves—He is fully human. Do not imagine that
He is less tender than you would be towards the weak and suffering—He
is full of tenderness. His heart melts with love. A mother has often a ten-
derness that we do not find in a father. Masculine strength and courage
do not always blend with the gentle, sympathetic qualities of woman.
Howbeit when God created man in His own image, male and female
created He them. The virtues, if I may say so, of both sexes were com-
bined in our Lord—the suavity as well as the staunchness—the feminine
as well as the masculine of our common humanity! Human nature in its
totality and completeness was fully possessed and thoroughly
represented by Him. The sympathetic nature which melts at a tear and
smiles at the joy of others, was as truly His as the heroic nature that par-
leys not with fear, but acts with promptitude and suffers with fortitude,
like a warrior in the hosts of the Lord! There is thus a fullness of human-
ity as well as a fullness of Divinity in Christ Jesus, our Savior—a fullness
of perfection in His blessed Person which may well fix your trust and ri-
vet your admiration!

In our Lord, likewise, there is what I may venture to call, for lack of a
better word, an acquired fullness. He has sojourned on earth and ren-
dered entire and undeviating obedience to the Law of God, having taken
upon Himself the form of a Servant, and by His righteousness earned
wages—a fullness, an everlasting wellspring of merit! Throughout His
whole life He honored the Divine Law and glorified God on the earth. In
doing His Father’s will, His action was so voluntary and so vicarious,
that He has accumulated an inexhaustible fund of merit which all of us
who believe in His name may plead before the Father’s Throne. More es-
pecially did His death consummate the obedience and constitute its ster-
ling worth, its intrinsic virtue. His death, with all its surroundings—from
the bloody sweat in the Olive Garden to the last cry, “Into Your hands I
commend My spirit"—was sublime. All through the scourging and the
spitting, the shame, the wounding, His Crucifixion, the thirst, the deser-

tion and the death, itself, He was working out an Atonement for us—
“Bearing, that we might never bear
His Father’s righteous ire.”

And now with Him risen from the dead, raised to the right hand of the
Majesty on high, there is a fullness of prevalence in His intercession
when He pleads His blood—a fullness of cleansing power when the Spirit
applies the blood to the guilty conscience—a fullness of peace to the
heart when His blood speaks better things than that of Abel! In that
fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins there is a full-
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ness that never can be exhausted by all the sin of man! He has finished
the work which His Father gave Him to do. Now the Covenant is ratified
with Him that He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satis-
fied. In these respects we are convinced that there is an acquired as well
as a personal fullness in our precious Lord!

No less has He a fullness of dignity, of high prerogative. He is a Proph-
et. By Him are all His people taught, warned, counseled and encouraged
with a blessed hope. He is a Priest, and by Him they are cleansed from
sin and consecrated to God. Moreover, He is also a King, spreading the
patronage of protection over all His liege subjects and ordaining peace for
them. Under His beneficent rule, they prosper! You good Shepherd! You
great Shepherd of the sheep! There is no office or obligation that was ne-
cessary for our welfare, but You have taken it and undertaken it on our
behalf! You are to us all that we require and all that we could desire! Join
all the qualities involved in name or fame that commend themselves most
closely to your heart, because they meet your necessities, or draw forth
your sympathies, and you shall find that He comprises them all in liber-
al, lavish fullness! Nor has His prerogative any limit. As a Priest, who has
once offered a Sacrifice of everlasting prevalence, His absolution or His
benediction is final and irrevocable! As a Prophet, His authority is unim-
peachable—the authority with which He teaches allows of no appeal. As
a king, He has right as well as might on His side. In the midst of Zion,
willing subjects yield to His beneficent sway! In the outer world, reluctant
rebels must submit themselves to His scepter! He is no Priest whose vain
pretense has no valid prescript. He is no Prophet whose teaching is un-
certain in its tone, or limited in its range. He is no King whose preroga-
tive is not sanctioned by His wisdom and whose government awakens no
fealty of love. But in the administration of all His offices, our Lord Jesus
Christ shows a fullness of qualification and gives a fullness of satisfac-
tion! In such respects He has no rival—nor is there any room for a rival
to arise!

And let me say here that the power with which our Lord exercises
these offices may well command our devout confidence. Do you need to
learn the truth? Oh, come to the Prophet of Nazareth, and you shall find
that there is a satiety of truth in His teaching such as was never found in
heathen groups, or even to the same extent in Hebrew Seers! Or do you
need acceptance before God. Oh, then, come you to the Priest who is not
of the tribe of Levi, but a Priest after the order of Melchisedec, whose
royalty confers dignity on His sacerdotal office! He can present your sa-
crifice with the much incense of His merit that is acceptable before the
Throne of God. Or do you need strength? Do you need one to fight your
battles, to take hold of the shield and the buckler, draw out the spear
and handle the bow? Behold, the Hero of Israel, whose exploits are told
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in your songs—Jesus, the King by right of conquest, as well as by right
Divine—has a fullness of power and majesty with which no adversary can
overcome! He reigns! His reign is the consolation of His people, the guar-
antee of their peace! These are bare outlines. Time would fail me to enu-
merate all His offices. They are very numerous but, however numerous,
Christ possesses them all! He enjoys the prerogatives peculiar to them all
in the fullest degree. He possesses the power to exercise them all to the
fullest extent!

But in Christ there is verily a blessed fullness of every kind of perfec-
tion. Whatever there may be that is lovely or of good repute is to be found
in Christ. All that is virtuous or amiable in the character of men—all that
is noble and illustrious in the endowments that Heaven bestows on the
most privileged of creatures—our Lord possessed. It was said of Henry
the Eighth that if all the likenesses of tyrants had been lost out of histo-
ry, they might have been reproduced out of the one character of that
monstrous tyrant-king! So if all the holy features of Patriarchs and
Prophets, of saints and martyrs that ever lived were blotted from the
canvas of history, they all might be painted afresh from the one life of the
Divine Person of our ever-adorable Lord Jesus Christ! In Him there was
not only one perfection, but all perfections meet and blend to make up
one matchless perfection. There was not one sweet alone in Him, but in
Him all sweets combine in a perfect sweetness! John has love, Peter cou-
rage, Paul zeal—each saint has his own peculiarity, but in Christ all the
qualities of goodness and Grace converge! He exhibits them in the high-
est degree and the purest harmony. After such manner are they incorpo-
rated in Him as to produce a Character the like of which was never
known before, nor ever shall be witnessed again!

And never forget that a fullness of the Holy Spirit abides in Christ. The
Lord gives not the Spirit by measure unto Him. He has the residue of the
Spirit. His is the head upon which the anointing oil is fully poured. We,
who are but as the skirts of His garments, are favored with some drop-
pings thereof, but the fullness of the anointing of the Spirit was bestowed
upon Jesus Christ our Lord—and from Him, His members must receive
the portion they enjoy!

His fullness! 1 linger on the word, for I revel in the meditation. Such a
fullness as admits of no diminution, for it is an abiding fullness! What
though all the saints of every age have come to Christ, and drawn their
supplies from Him, He is just as full as ever! Think not that those who
first came drank of a copious fountain that has been partly drained by
the myriads who have since slaked their thirst. The Apostles received of
His fullness and so do we! They without prejudice to us—we without pre-
judice to those who shall follow after us. When I came to Christ 1800
years after the Apostles came, yet I received of the fullness at just the

6 WWW.Spurgeongems.org Volume 63



Sermon #3553 The Fullness and the Filling 7

same rate as when Peter, John, or Paul received it. Should this dispensa-
tion last another thousand years, and some poor, trembling wretch
should come to the foot of the Cross to receive mercy, he will not receive
Christ half-full, but He shall receive of Christ’s fullness, for it is an abid-
ing fullness! It is never less than full—mever can be more than full. In
Him there is an Infinity of Grace and Truth. Such fullness is there in Him
at all times, under all your circumstances of trial, yes, and under all
conditions of sin, too! The fullness of Christ to supply will always exceed
the faith of the Believer to seek. And when you feel your emptiness more
than you ever did before, then you will set the most store upon His ab-
ounding towards us in all wisdom and prudence. Considering, then, His
abiding fullness, His inexhaustible fullness, His available fullness, I en-
treat you to avail yourself of this fullness now without demur, without
delay! As there is a fullness, so there is—

II. A FILLING.

This is to be our second part. I must speak of it with brevity. “Of His
fullness have we all received.” Surely, then, all the saints were empty be-
fore! You are empty, my Brother, and so was Abraham, so was Paul.
Grace, the free Grace of God, has made all the difference between Peter
and Judas, though the one repented and the other despaired—the one
traveled the heavenly road—the other went down quickly to Hell. They
stood on equal footing in transgression, till Grace made them to differ!
What radical difference is there between one man and another from a le-
gal point of view?

“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” All alike have to
come to Christ, empty of merit, or they would never come at all! That was
a pretty tale we heard the other day, and it points to a right good moral.
A worthy, consistent, industrious woman was married to a low, worth-
less, dissipated husband. Both of them, however, were alike ignorant of
the Gospel. They came together to the House of Prayer. They heard to-
gether the tidings of mercy. They each believed and each of them received
the Savior—and they both were saved the same way—they both found
mercy on the same terms! To the rich, free, Sovereign Grace of God they
cried with one another in ascribing the praise. That is a fact. It occurred
last week. I do not know whether this makes it more convincing to you,
but I might say, as Elihu said to Job, “Lo, all these things works God of-
tentimes with men, to bring back his soul from the pit, to be enlightened
with the light of the living!”

Observe that the filling is universal. All the saints partake of it. “Of His
fullness have we all received.” There are manifold diversities of expe-
rience among the Lord’s people, but in some things they share and share
alike. Some saints do not undergo the stress of trial and tribulation that
others pass through. Here, however, there is no partiality. They have,
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everyone of them, received out of Christ’s fullness! Not one of them could
do without receiving it! Not one of them could receive it from any other
hand than that of the Divine Benefactor! They earned it not. They ac-
cepted it. They received it from Jesus Christ!

This is peculiar to the saints. While it says, “Of His fullness have we
all received,” manifestly a certain body of people have become partakers
of a privilege which it is no less evident that all men have not received.
What thousands and tens of thousands there are who, when invited to
the Gospel feast, reject the call, “make a wretched choice, and rather
starve than come.” “We all!” That is, all of those who have believed! And
who are, “we,” or what are “we,” that such Grace should be given to us in
preference to anybody else? Ah, Brothers and Sisters, little cause enough
have we for self-satisfaction! On the score of deserving, no choice had ev-
er fallen on us! We were the vilest, the least worthy, the least attractive
and, in some respects, the least hopeful! Oh, Grace, it is your practice to
come into the unlikeliest hearts, and it is the glory of Divine Love to find
in darkest spots a home! “We all’—we who were once dead in trespasses
and sins. We who were once lost like the prodigal son, lost like the wan-
dering sheep, lost like the piece of money—we who needed seeking,
needed finding, need saving—yet of His fullness have we all received. Re-
collect that the reception is peculiar to Believers—it does not go beyond
them.

Be it clear, however, that there is, and must be, a personal reception in
every case. “Of His fullness have we all received.” No one of us can re-
ceive it transmitted from another, but each one of us receives it directly
from Him. Your father’s Grace cannot save you! It was a wise speech of
the wise virgins. When the foolish virgins said to them, “Give us of your
oil,” they replied, “Not so, lest there be not enough for us and you; go ra-
ther to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.” Family piety involves re-
sponsibilities, but it cannot stand in the place of personal godliness!
Dear Hearer, you must go to Christ for yourself! All who ever were saved
have done so, and you certainly will not be saved unless you are led to do
the same! It is a personal filling. “Of His fullness have we all received.”

The bounty is gratuitous. Notice the next words, “and Grace for
Grace.” It is not said, “Of His fullness have we all purchased,” nor, “Of
His fullness have we all earned a share.” It is all passive. We have re-
ceived. What does the vessel do to fit itself for the water that flows into
it? Why, it does nothing! All its doing can fit it to recede is an undoing—
that is to say, it empties itself to prepare itself to be filled. Oh, if any of
you desire to find Jesus Christ, the doing must be in the way of undoing!
You must be emptied to be filled! The preparation is a consciousness that
you are not prepared! In such unpreparedness you are prepared for Chr-
ist! This is an enigma and a riddle. Those who think themselves prepared
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for Him are not—but those who know that they are not prepared are just
the souls upon whom His Grace will come! Poverty, not riches. Blind-
ness, not sight. Emptiness, not fullness. Sinfulness—not virtue—these
are the things Christ looks for. He is come to seek and to save that which
was lost—not that which had won victories! Not that which was splendid
in its own esteem, but that which was defeated, ruined, lost! If you are
lost, He comes to seek and to save such as you are! Oh, you who were
once lost, but now are found, bless His name that you have received of
His fullness!

“And Grace for Grace!” What do these words mean? We can only just
touch them as a swallow with its wing touches the pool—we cannot pre-
tend to enter into their depth. “Grace for Grace.” Does that mean that
those who receive Grace under the old dispensation were afterwards led
to receive the Grace of the new dispensation? Does it mean that we who
have the Grace of conviction, with the Holy Spirit as a spirit of bondage,
shall receive, by-and-by, the spirit of liberty, and get out of conviction,
through conversion, into full pardon and enjoyment of peace with God?
Is that the Grace, when Grace turns into Glory and we come before the
Throne of God? Does it mean Grace by degrees—Grace upon Grace—a
little Grace to begin with, and more Grace afterwards? “He gives more
Grace.” Grace following on Grace and, further on, superabounding
Grace, when Grace turns into Glory and we come before the Throne of
Grace forever and ever? Does it mean that God leads us on, step by step,
adding to our spiritual wealth, initiating us first into simple things and
afterwards leading us into deeper matters? “Grace for Grace.”

Yes, it means that, but it means more! God gives Grace in preparation
for further Grace—the Grace of a broken heart—to make room for deep
repentance and abhorrence of sin! The Grace of hatred of sin to make
way for the Grace of holy and careful walking, humiliation and faith in
Jesus! The Grace of careful walking to make room for the Grace of close
communion with Christ! The Grace of close communion with the Lord
Jesus Christ to make room for the Grace of full conformity to His Image!
Perhaps the Grace of conformity to His Image to make room for the high-
er Grace of brighter views of Himself and still closer incomings into the
very heart of the Lord Jesus! It is Grace that helps us on in Grace. When
a beggar asks you for a penny, and you give him one, he does not ask
you for a sixpence. Or if you give him a shilling, he would not consider
that an argument why you should give him a sovereign! But you may
deal thus with God—if you have only got, as it were, an ounce of Grace,
that is a reason why you should then pray God for a greater weight of
Grace—and afterwards for a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory! Believe that He gives Grace for Grace—that is, Grace that you may
open your mouth for more Grace! The Grace you have expands your
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heart and gives you capacity for receiving yet more Grace. Do you not
send your child to school to learn his ABCs? You may call that the Grace
of learning his alphabet. Yes, but it is preparatory to his learning to read
the spelling book. Well, but why does he learn to read the spelling book?
Why, that is a preparation for something else! So one Grace gives us a
preparation for another Grace, and thus as we have more Grace, we real-
ize the blessedness of this Divine filling out of His fullness!

Or, suppose we read the passage thus—Grace answerable to Grace?
Even this will admit of two constructions. Let God give me Grace to be a
preacher—He will surely give me Grace to discharge the office! Perhaps
He has given you Grace to teach in a Sunday school? Then you need a
further supply of Grace to enable you to be an efficient teacher! Perhaps
you have the Grace of resignation to suffer for Christ’s sake. You will
need the Grace of patience to support you in the midst of pain or perse-
cution! You are called to pray, and you yield yourself up to be a wrestler
with God in prayer. This is a great Grace. Oh, may you have Grace ans-
werable to that Grace, that when you get with the Angel by the brook
Jabbok, you may take hold of His strength, plead His promise, His Cove-
nant, His oath and never let Him go until He blesses you! Thus, a halt
and fainting Jacob comes off as a prevailing Israel! May we thus always
have Grace answerable to Grace! “Grace for Grace” may imply Grace re-
ceived by us answerable to the Grace that is in Christ. Oh, that we Chris-
tians had Grace in some measure commensurate with the Grace that is
treasured up for us in Him! All that is in Him belongs to you. Then the
degree of your daily supplies ought to be proportionate to His ample, un-
limited wealth and fullness!

A young heir to a large estate, though not of full age, generally gets an
allowance made to him by the executors, or the trustees, or the Court of
Chancery, suitable to the position he is presently to occupy. If he has
£100,000 a year in prospect, he would hardly be limited to a penny a
week, like a poor man’s child. We cannot suppose that he would have a
mean allowance made him such as would barely enable him to live in a
humble cottage on the rich domain he is entitled to. Oh, no, that would
be a meager pittance out of all proportion to his position. When I see one
child of God always mourning, another always doubting, and yet another
always scheming—I feel a kind of disappointment—I see they are living
below their privileges! They do not seem to have Grace in possession
answerable to the Grace they have had. We always advocate propriety, on
the part of all our people, of living within their incomes, but I will defy
the child of God to live beyond his income in a spiritual sense! You that
have but little spending money are like the elder brother in the parable.
You say, “You never gave me a kid that I might make merry with my
friends.” And your Father replies, “Son, you are always with Me and all
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that I have is yours.” If you do not have it, it is your own fault—it is all
there and is freely yours! You have but to ask, and you shall receive—to
seek, and you shall find. Oh, could we once get Grace in us at all like the
Grace that is in Christ, what Christians we would be! No longer starlight
Christians and moonlight Christians, but sunlight Believers, letting our
light shine before the sons of men! Oh, to be among the three Mighties of
our royal David! May each of us covet such a position as this and God
grant it to us for His love’s sake!

“Grace for Grace” obviously means Grace in abundance. Like the
waves of the sea, when one comes, there is another close behind it. Be-
fore you can say that one is gone, there is another coming to fill its place.
There they come. Who shall count them? In long succession, wave fol-
lows wave. So is God’s Grace. “Grace for Grace.” One Grace has hardly
come into your soul but there is another one! You have heard the story of
Rowland Hill having a hundred pounds entrusted to him for the benefit
of a poor minister. He thought that if he sent him the hundred pounds, it
would be too large a sum to give him all at once—he would scarcely know
how to handle it and, perhaps, he would not be as thankful for it as if he
had it doled out in smaller amounts. So he sent him five pounds, and
wrote in the letter, “More to follow.” Letters did not come often in those
days of nine penny or eighteen penny postage, but in about another week
he forwarded another five pounds, and a note with it, “More to follow.”
After a short interval he did the same, again, still saying, “More to fol-
low.” So it went on for a long time, always with, “More to follow,” till the
dear good man, I should think, must have been at his wits’ end to know
what could follow when so many good presents came to one who needed
them so much!

Now that is just how God has done with me, and I believe He is doing
the same with all of you who are His people. He has sent you a mercy
and when He has sent it, you might have seen, if you had looked at the
envelope, that it was an earnest of further benefits and benefactions—
“More to follow.” The mercy you have received today has written upon it
legibly, “More to follow,” and that which will come tomorrow will have
upon it, “More to follow.” “Grace for Grace.” Oh, sing unto Him a new
song! Let Him have fresh songs for fresh mercies and, as He multiplies
the mercy, so do you multiply the praises you ascribe to His name!

“Grace for Grace!” Does it not mean Grace from Him to produce Grace
in us? We receive from the fullness of Christ, of His Grace, in order that it
may be a living seed that shall produce Grace in us as its natural fruit!
The Grace of gratitude should be produced in us by the Grace of generos-
ity from God. We ought to be gracious with a holy joyfulness for all His
goodness. | hope we shall have the Grace of patience under all sufferings
and the Grace of zeal in all our labors. At a time like this, my Brothers

Volume 63 WWW.Spurgeongems.org 11




12 The Fullness and the Filling Sermon #3553

and Sisters, when we are seeking the conversion of sinners with special
efforts, may we have Grace from Jesus that shall make all the Graces
fruitful and fragrant in us! So shall we be to the Savior as a garden of
olives and pomegranates, of lilies and sweet flowers—and may He take a
delight in us! When Cyrus took the Greek Ambassador through his gar-
den, he challenged him to admire its charms. The Spartan approved all
he saw, but still his admiration was cool and critical. “This garden,” said
its master, “yields me more pleasure and satisfaction than you can im-
agine, or I can express.” “And why?” asked the visitor. “Because,” replied
Cyrus, “I planted every tree in it myself. I planned all the paths and all
the flowers have I reared. No hand but mine has dug the soil, tended the
plants, pruned the trees, or done anything but my own.” As toil and his
trouble thus endeared the place to the king, so, truly, Christ can say
when He looks upon His people, “There is a fruitful branch there—I
pruned that. He was sick, long laid aside from business. He feared his
family would be starved—I was pruning him, then, but I love the fruit
that is on him because I know how it came there. That plant yonder
which is blooming now and shedding such a sweet perfume of love, well
do I recollect when it was drooping and ready to die. I came and watered
it. She, timid disciple, would say, ‘Blessed be the gentle hand that shed
the dew and poured nourishment on my poor, parched and withered
root!” Yes, the Savior gives us “Grace for Grace” that we may produce
Grace! I leave the thought with you for meditation, and the issues for
your edification, only praying that His Holy Spirit may work in you
“Grace for Grace.”

Oh, that all of you might receive Grace from Him. You will never get
Grace anywhere else! Go to Him at once by faith, with humble prayer.
Plenteous Grace with Him is found—all the Grace you shall ever require
between now and Glory, you shall find stored up in Him! His Grace is our
benediction. Of it may you one and all partake! Amen.

—Adapted from the C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST—RECEIVED!
NO. 415

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 20, 1861,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON

“And of His fullness have all we received.”
John 1:16.

THERE is no occasion to inform the Christian heart who the Person is
to whom reference is here made. The name of Jesus is to you a household
word. No, it is the word which will be found written upon your hearts
when you die. That immortal word shall be the keynote of your eternal
song when you shall enter into the immortality which remains for God’s
people. Jesus! How sweet is Your name to Your people. It is a sonnet of it-
self. It is the sum of all music summed up in two syllables. It is a hallelu-
jah and the groundwork of an eternal hosanna in five letters. Jesus! We
defy earth to equal it and Heaven itself to excel it. Jesus is Heaven’s high-
est melody—as it is earth’s sweetest delight.

The text informs us that there is a fullness in Christ. There is a fullness
of essential Deity, for “in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead.”
There is a fullness of perfect Manhood, for in Him bodily, that Godhead
was revealed. Partaker of flesh and blood, made in all things like unto His
brethren, there was nothing lacking that was necessary to the perfection
of humankind in Him. There is a fullness of atoning efficacy in His blood,
for “the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleans us from all sin.” There is a
fullness of justifying righteousness in His life, for “there is therefore now
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.”

There is a fullness of divine Providence in His plea, for “He is able to
save to the uttermost them that come unto God by Him; seeing He ever
lives to make intercession for them.” There is a fullness of victory in His
death, for through death He destroyed him that had the power of death,
that is the devil. There is a fullness of efficacy in His resurrection from the
dead, for by it “are begotten again to a lively hope.” There is a fullness of
triumph in His ascension, for “when He ascended up on high He led cap-
tivity captive and received gifts for men.” There is a fullness of blessings
unspeakable, unknown. A fullness of grace to pardon, of grace to regener-
ate, of grace to sanctify, of grace to preserve and of grace to perfect.

There is a fullness at all times. A fullness by day and a fullness by
night. A fullness of comfort in affliction, a fullness of guidance in prosper-
ity, a fullness of every Divine attribute, of wisdom, of power, of love. A
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fullness which it were impossible to survey, much less to explore. There
is everything summed up in a total—“the gathering together of all things
in One” in Jesus. “It pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness
dwell.” In vain we strive to recount the holy wonder. It were a theme which
would exhaust an angel’s tongue to tell—the fullness which resides in Je-
sus our Head and ever abides to answer our need.

And now what shall we say to these things? “Of His fullness have all we
received.” The text seems to me to suggest four reflections. First, an ap-
peal to our gratitude. “Glory be to Christ! For of His fullness have all we
received.” Secondly, a notion of character, “Thus may you know the people
of God, for of His fullness have they all received.” Thirdly, a sentence of
admonition to believers, “Be wise, oh you people of God, be grateful and be
humble, for it is of His fullness you have received.” And in the last place
here is to the sinner a word of sweet encouragement, “Come, all the saints
invite you, for of His fullness have all they received.”

1. To begin with the first the text constrains us to say, “GLORY BE
UNTO CHRIST FOR HIS FULLNESS, for of it have all the saints received.”

Appeal to those who died before the flood. Ask those who trod in the
steps of Enoch. Go forward to Noah, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Put
the question to David and Samuel—come on through the Prophets, to
Isaiah and Jeremy—ask them all, “From where came your faith? From
where your power to suffer and your strength to conquer?” With united
breath they answer, “Of His fullness who as yet had not come in the flesh
we by faith received.” Ask the saints in later times. | summon you, oh you
bright Apostles of the Lamb, “From where came your noble testimony and
your unwavering constancy?” They reply with the voice of John, their
leader, “Of His fullness have all we received.”

Appeal to the martyrs on their racks, on their blood-stained gibbets, on
their stakes and glowing fires. In their dungeons and damp dying places—
ask the tenants of ten thousand graves, “From where came your tri-
umph?” And they reply at once, “We have overcome through the blood of
the Lamb.” “Of His fullness have all we received.” You should go through
the list of the Reformers. You should ask Luther and Calvin and Zwingle
and Melancthon and Wickliffe and Huss and Jerome and Knox. And there
is not one of them who will dare to say that he had anything of his own.

You should turn over the list of the great preachers and summoning
them one by one, you should say to Augustine, to Chrysostom, to Bernard
and to those in later days, such as Latimer, Tindal and Hooper and to
later still the men with Whitfield and with Wesley preached the Word,
“From where came your boldness in confession? From where your
strength to bear the calumny of the age and to be the butt of human
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scorn and yet never to flinch, much less to withdraw your testimony.”
And they all reply, “Of His fullness have all we received.”

Brethren, what a fullness must this be—when you think that a multi-
tude which no man can number—a company beyond all human count
have all received Him! And there is not one of them that has received too
little—they are all, as Rutherford has it—“drowned debtors to His grace.”
Or, as we put it, “over head and ears” in debt to Him. They are so indebted
that they will never know how much they owe but they feel that an eternal
song will not be too long to utter their grateful praise. Fullness, indeed,
must there be in Him when all these streams have been continually flow-
ing and yet He is not dry—when all there mouths have been filled and yet
the granary is not empty. When all these thirsty ones have had their drink
and yet the well springs up as free, as rich, as full as ever.

But you must note again, to the praise of Christ, not only did they all
receive of His sense, they all received all that they had. They had not, any
of them, a part of their own. No Apostle could say, “So far I am a debtor.
But here I stand and claim the honor for myself.” With sin begins and
ends the whole story of man. But where good appears, there grace begins.
Or, rather, the grace began before the good. For every good desire, for
every holy thought, for every well-spoken word, for every deed of daring,
for every act of self-sacrifice let Christ be honored—for everything has
come of Him. If there is any virtue, any praise—anything that is lovely or
of good report—go and cast it at His feet, for from Him it came. He sowed
the seed out of which it grew. He created the nature out of which these
good things sprung.

Oh what must the fullness be from which all the saints received all that
they have! But there is another way of estimating the fullness—by re-
membering that, albeit, all the saints have received all these things, yet it
remains undiminished—a fullness still. There is not a drop less in Christ
though oceans have been taken away. There is not a spark less in that
furnace though many fires have been kindled therefrom. There is not a
farthing less in that treasury though millions of souls have been enriched.
There is not a grain less in that granary nor shall there be a grain less
even when the whole world shall be sown—and all these sheaves shall
come to the harvest.

It is always blessed for the child of God to know that in Christ there is
enough for all the saints, enough for each, enough for evermore. And
when they have had all and everything that they can have still there is as
much left as when they began. I noticed in Venice at the wells that the
people came to them early in the morning because very soon afterward
they were almost dry and it needed some two or three hours for the well to
spring up again. Ah, but it is never so with Christ. Come early in the

Volume 7 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 3



4 The Fullness of Christ—Received! Sermon #415

morning, O you thousands of seekers and that well is full—come you at
hot noon tide, O you thirsty ones and the well is full—come when the sun
is going down, you that are wearied with your day of toil, for the well is
ever full.

Ah, come at midnight, you whose sun is set, who are lost in the dark-
ness of despair, for still you shall find that the well is full-mever ex-
hausted. No, never diminished—always springing up, always overflowing.
So long as there shall be souls found who need to drink of His fullness,
the supply shall be abundant.

Though there are many things to say on each division of my subject,
you must excuse me if I say but little. You must take the text home and
think of it for yourselves. Spirits around the Throne, I hear you sing to-
night, “Of His fullness have all we received.” Saints on earth, speeding
your way to the eternal triumphs, join their song and say, “Of His fullness
have all we received.” Let no voice be silent, let no tongue be dumb, but let
every soul say, “Of His fullness, too, have I received and glory be unto His
name.”

II. Now for our second point. The text also teaches us HOW TO KNOW
WHO IS THE CHRISTIAN, for it says, “Of His fullness have all we re-
ceived.”

There are some in this world who obtain their religion from their fathers
and mothers. They go to church, or perhaps to chapel, because there is a
family pew there and all their family used to go. They speak about “our
church” and “our denomination” as though their grandfather had left his
religion in his last will and testament for a legacy to them. Let such know
that religion is not to be inherited. It is a personal matter. No man can
stand sponsor for another. One of the most ridiculous and pestilent of
human inventions is the idea of making one man stand representative for
another, or an adult for a child—everyone must appear before God and be
judged for ourselves.

Jesus Christ is the only Surety. Verily, we should have enough to do to
answer for ourselves at the last, without attempting to make a reply for
other people. To our own Master we must stand or fall. We have a divinely
appointed Substitute. Therefore we shall all gather around the judgment
seat of Christ. But you have received your grace, you say, from your par-
ent. If you have got it anywhere but from Christ then please remember
you do not belong to the family of Christ. Others there are who have a re-
ligion of their own—they have got it by good works. They have always
acted uprightly. They have shut their shops on a Sunday. They do not
cheat—at least not often, not more than other people. They speak the
truth and they endeavor to do their best.
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They would not mind helping a poor neighbor. Or if they are in richer
circumstances, their guinea is always ready whenever the subscription list
is placed before them. And they say, “Well, if it does not go well with me, it
will be hard with a great many people.” That is quite correct—indeed it
will go very hard with a great many people. But this religion of theirs is of
their own making. Then sometimes when men get rich they think they
will, as it were, put the finest fruit on the top of the bushel and they leave
a donation to some society. A very good plan, indeed, by the way—but a
pitiful thing if it is left with the view of getting merit by it. So now they
say, “It will all be well—there will be two or three alms-houses built. I have
been a good fellow while I have lived and it will surely be well with me at
the end.”

You do not belong to the same company as the saints who have gone
before. You have evidently nothing to do with the Apostle John—for his
fullness came from Christ. It is quite apparent you can never share his
Heaven. You can never enjoy his bliss. You can never enter into his rest.
What he had he owed to grace divine. But it seems what you have is of
your own earning. Your robes are of your own spinning, your fire of your
own kindling, your coin of your own minting, your merits of your own
merchandise. Oh, be not deceived, these things will fail you at the last
and you will find them as a dream when one awakes All your fine right-
eousness shall disappear as a shadow when your conscience is aroused
upon your dying bed.

But others have a better sort of religion than this. They do not believe
the Calvinistic doctrine—that without Christ we can do nothing. They ac-
knowledge that without Him we cannot do much—still they pretend that
with Him they can do just a little. If we cannot save ourselves yet we can
believe in our own strength. So they take the first step. They begin the
good work in themselves. And then their divines teach them that they
must persevere—yes, if they do not, if they will not do their part, God will
leave them. The grace of God is dependent upon their good behavior—so
they try to behave themselves to keep the grace of God.

They “use the grace of God” as they call it. They try to hold on to the
end of themselves. And what does it all come to? To which I say, it is very
obvious that you do not belong to those old-fashioned saints who lived in
the Bible times—for all they had they received from Christ. They did not
get the beginning from themselves—He was Alpha—they did not get the
ending—He was Omega. They did not get anything from self. They sought
and they found Christ for us. If you had asked an old saint his opinion
about salvation he would have replied in the language of Jonah, “Salva-
tion is of the Lord.”
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Free will doctrines, creature power and human strength, were un-
known in Bible times. They were the invention of one Pelagius. They were
new vamped and made a little tidy by Van Harmin, called Arminius. There
are some who to this day have adopted “these old shoes and clouted upon
their feet and old garments upon them and all the bread of their provision
is dry and moldy.” And they appear like Gibeonites in the Lord’s hosts. I
do not say but what many of then shall be saved—but they shall be hew-
ers of wood and drawers of water in the midst of the congregation in their
days—for they never can come into the liberty wherewith Christ makes us
free while they believe those adulterated doctrines, those traditions of
men, instead of the doctrine and revelation of Christ Jesus the Lord.

Now, let us try to find out the true Christian—the enlightened Chris-
tian. The true Christian has all from Christ. The Heaven-taught Christian
feels it is so. You remember that the Apostle Paul said of himself that he
was the chief of sinners. A little while before he says he was the least of all
the saints and last of all he says, “Though I am nothing.” John Newton
says, “Young Christians think themselves little—growing Christians think
themselves nothing—full-grown Christians think themselves less than
nothing.” So as we grow up we grow down. As Christ increases we must
decrease. As He is glorified, the flesh gets dishonored in our esteem.

Now, what do you say, Brothers and Sisters? Did you receive all the
grace you have from Christ? Is He All in All to you? Are you resting wholly
and simply and only on Him? Can you say as poor Jack did in that story I

once told you—
“I’m a poor sinner and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my All in All!”

Have you learned to depend on Him for all things and on self for nothing?
Have you seen the rottenness and emptiness of all human merit? Have
you learned the deceitfulness and desperate wickedness of all human
trust? If so, rejoice, for you belong to that company who can say, “Of His
fullness have all we received.”

Sometimes the devil will say to us, “Well, you do a great deal in the
cause of Christ. You do not have a moment’s rest from the moment you
wake in the morning to the time you go to sleep at night—always thinking
of something for Christ and doing something for Him.” And, then, proud
flesh says, “Ah, you have labored more abundantly than they all.” No, no,
my Brethren. When we come to look upon all our works, those of us who
have toiled the most for Christ—I am sure we cannot find any satisfaction
in them. In reviewing all that I have attempted to do, I can only say, so far
as my own personal experience goes, I am as heartily sick of my own
righteousness as I am of my sins.
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I feel as much reason to have God’s grace over the best deeds as over
the worst. I often lie down in the very dust of self-abasement feeling that I
have not anything—no, not a rag of my own—no, not a grain of merit, not
an atom whereon I can trust. As abject a sinner as there is out of Hell—if I
look into myself—it is my only satisfaction that I am enabled to look to
Christ and to Christ alone. All that is of Nature’s spinning must be unrav-
eled. All that is of Nature’s manufacture must be broken in pieces. We
must unhoof the horses and burn the chariots of human strength in the
fire, for thus says the Spirit, “I will stain the pride of all glory and bring
into contempt all the excellent of the earth.” “Yes, doubtless and we count
all things His for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Here is our struggle—“that we may win Christ and be found in Him,
not having our own righteousness which is of the Law, but the righteous-
ness which is of God by faith.”

III. Thirdly, we draw from the text A SENTENCE OF ADMONITION TO
THE BELIEVER—“Of His fullness have all we received.”

Should not the believer be of all men the most honorable? I have heard
sometimes of a man being a Christian and yet being proud. Now a proud
Christian is a singular contradiction. Yet you do know some—you would
not say they were not godly people—but then, their coat is made of the
best broad cloth and they think it would be a little going down if they were
to speak to those who wear fustian or white coats during the week. They
are a little better off in the world and so they do not receive their poorer
Brethren. This is the most silly pride in the world. I have not a word to say
about it. It is too mean to be worth a man’s words spent upon it.

But there is some pride which a Christian man will entertain and al-
most think it is humility. It is a pride about his experience—a pride of
having grown wise at last. He thinks he has learned too much ever to be
proud, which proves that he is puffed up beyond measure. He says, “Well,
those young people are very self-conceited.” He looks down on beginners
and says, “Their greatest danger is to be lifted up with pride.” While as for
himself—good sober man, so old and experienced—it is not possible that
he should be proud—yet proud all the while. To such we say, “What have
you that you have not received?” I know people say it is more respectable
to owe thirty thousand pounds than it is to break for three. But if I must
be in debt, methinks I would rather be the smaller debtor.

Yet how many there are because they have received more from God
than others—that is they are greater debtors than others—they are proud.
You have more gifts than I have. Well, it only means you have got twice as
much work to do as I have. So you have got more wealth than I. That
means you are more in debt to God than I and are you proud of being in
debt? Let the Christian be a humble-minded man. We talk of humility.
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What a lump of pride we are—fussy, stuck-up, wanting to have respect
paid to us. If somebody comes between the wind and our nobility, we are
upset. If somebody abuses us, what a state we are in. And oh, if anybody
calls us ill-names, how harshly we consider ourselves treated.

If we thought less of ourselves we should not be quite so sensitive.
Where should dust go but on the dunghill? And where should they put
the man who knows himself to be vile but in the worst place? Yes, let
them put us there—they will not give us worse than we deserve if we come
to know ourselves in the sight of God. Yes, we may say of the slanderer,
“Man, you have not hit it, you have not found out my fault. If you knew
me better you could hit me harder.” Yes, we might sometimes say to some
cruel enemy, “You have made some mistake there, for I am innocent of
that before God. But if you had read my heart and known how false I have
been to my Lord and how unbelieving, you might have exposed me and hit
me in a sore place and smitten me under the fifth rib.”

I think we ought always to say, “Well, we do not deserve it for that, but
we deserve it for something else, so we will take it patiently and be willing
that men should wipe their shoes on us if it will but glorify Christ.” Yes,
let them call us devils if we may but help to do angel’s work in redeeming
men. Let them scout us, hiss at us and say, “Yah! there goes a hypocrite!”
or anything else they like, if we may but magnify Christ while living and
enjoy Him when we shall come to die. Be humble Christian, for what have
you that you have not received?

Next, let us be grateful. All that we have we have received from Christ.
Let us love Him. When our friends give us love we give them love in re-
turn. But what is that which we owe mother, father, husband, wife, or
friend compared with what we owe to Christ? Let your hearts burn, let
your love be inflamed. Fall at His dear feet—embrace them with affection.
Spend and be spent for Him. Live unto Him and be ready to die for Him.
For all you have you have received of His fullness. I think that what we
want as a Church is more recognition of the gifts we have as coming from
Christ. I do not think we have the gratitude we ought to have to Him. We
do not make sacrifices for Him. We give, it is true, to this cause and to
that, but are there half-a-dozen Christians here that have ever made a
sacrifice for Christ?

He gives us blood and we give Him a few tears. He gives us sweat and
we give Him cold services. He gives us groans and we give Him languish-
ing hymns. He gives us life and death, body, soul and spirit and we give
Him only what we can spare after we have first looked to ourselves—and
not all that in most cases. Let us feel, O God, let us feel gratitude to
Christ—a fire within our bones and a flame within our hearts and a sev-
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enfold strength in our spirits—not only to believe in His name, but also to
suffer for His sake. Let gratitude be the inspiration of our lives.

IV. I have not time nor strength to enlarge further upon these points.
Therefore the last and not the least important. The text seems to me to be
A MOST SWEET INVITATION—A MOST BLESSED ENCOURAGEMENT TO
POOR NEEDY SINNERS.

So, Sinner, you need tonight a new heart. You will never be able to
make your heart new yourself—He must give it to you. So, Sinner, you
need repentance—you can never repent of yourself. He is exalted on high
to give repentance. So you need a sense of your own sin and sinfulness—
He can make you feel it, for He felt it all Himself. So you do feel your sin,
you say and you want to have it pardoned—He can pardon it and without
exception He has power to forgive sins on earth. Tell me not how vile you
have been—He can pardon you. Say you are guilty of aggravated crimes—
He can forgive you. Tell me not, even, that you have stained your hands
with blood—He is able to wash out that stain and make you whiter than
SNow.

Sinner, Sinner, Sinner! Do you need tonight to have your aching heart
filled with peace?—He can do it. Of His fullness have all the host in
Heaven received. Of His fullness have all the saints on earth received. And
you, poor weeping Sinner, you may, you shall receive, too. They had noth-
ing to bring to Him any more than you have. They came to Him black in
sin—as black as you and He washed them. They came to Him lost—lost as
you can possibly be—He saved them and He can save you. He asks you to
do nothing of yourself, but to trust Him and Him alone. He is God. Oh,
trust the Omnipotent One. He is perfect Man. Oh, trust the Meritorious
One. He died. Oh, trust His dying sacrifice.

He lives. Oh, trust His authoritative plea. Sinner, if we asked you to
trust a man, we should think it right that you should object. If he pre-
tended to be a priest and asked you to trust him, you might turn upon
your heel with a sneer. But I bid you trust in no mere man but in Him
that died upon the Cross. And He is worthy of your trust. Yonder millions
redeemed from death and Hell will tell you, “Worthy is the Lamb!”—and
thousands here below will tell you, too, “That He is worthy of all your con-
fidence.” May the Spirit of God graciously lead you out of self into Christ
and enable you once for all to put your trust in Him.

I will tell you, tonight, an anecdote which I think I have repeated before,
but not in this house. There was a poor man who had been a long while
burdened in spirit—one night he had a dream. To dreams we attach no
importance. But this dream happens to be an allegory. He dreamed that
he stood at the gates of Heaven, longing to enter but he dared not and
could not, for sin had shut him out. He was longing to come but he dared
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not. At length he saw approaching the pearly gates a company of men
who came on singing. They were goodly to look upon, dressed in white
robes.

So he stepped up to one of them and he said to them, “Who are you?”
And they replied, “We are the goodly fellowship of the Prophets.” He said,
“Alas! I cannot enter with you.” And he watched them until they had
passed the gates and he heard from outside the voice of song as they were
received with welcome. Cast down and troubled, he watched until he saw
another company approach and they came with music and rejoicing. He
said to them, “Who are you?” They were great hosts who had washed their
robes and they replied, “We are the noble army of martyrs.” He said, “I
cannot go with you.” And when he heard the shouts a second time as-
cending from within the gates, his heart was heavy within him at the
thought that it was not possible for him to enter there.

Then came a third company and he detected in the main the Apostles
and after them there came mighty preachers and confessors of the Word.
He said in his heart, “Alas! I cannot go with you, for I am no preacher and
I have done nothing for my Master.” His heart was ready to break, for they
entered and were lost to his sight. And he heard the triumphant acclama-
tions as the Master said, “Well done, enter into the joy of your Lord.” But
as he waited, he saw a greater company approaching. He marked in the
forefront Saul of Tarsus, Mary Magdalene, the thief that died upon the
Cross. And they came streaming on.

So he said to one of them, “Who are you?” And they replied, “We are a
company of sinners whom no man can number. We are saved by blood—
through the rich, free, sovereign grace of God.” Indeed, all the companies
might have said the same and the dream would have been more complete.
But as this poor man, with the tears in his eyes heard this word, he said,
“Thank God, I can go with you, for I am a sinner like you and like you I
trust in the merit of Him that died on Calvary.” So he joined their ranks
and was about to enter but he said in his heart, “When we come, there
shall be no songs. They will admit us, but it will be in silence, for we bring
no honor to God. We have done nothing for Him—there will be no voices of
music when we come in.”

But to his surprise the acclaim was louder, the music was more melo-
dious and the shouts of acclamation were louder far, while they said,
“Here are they who come to complete the number of the host whom Jesus
bought with His blood.”

Now, Sinner, let your ear be attentive and let your heart bow down to
listen while I admonish you. What? Though you are a poor sinner—if you
believe in Christ, you can come in as a poor sinner! Indeed, this is the way
we all must come, for there are not, after all—though our imagination, like
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the dream, may suggest it—there are not two ways of entrance. We all
come to Him empty—to be filled— naked, to be clothed—lost to be saved.
Let me, then, just put the way of salvation plainly to you all.

“He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.” So said Christ. This
was the commission which He gave to His Apostles. What is it to believe?
To believe is to trust Christ. To put it as the Negro said, “Massa, I fall flat
down on de promise.” That is to believe—to fall flat on the finished work
and sure promise of Christ.

The Lord enable you to be rid of self and self-confidence and to trust
Christ. Then let Hell roar, let earth rage, let the Law thunder, let the pre-
cept threaten, let condolence accuse. But oh, let the Son of God arise.
Bound by His Word, He will display a strength proportioned to your day.
He will never suffer you to perish, neither shall any pluck you out of His
hand. Amen.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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“Of His fullness have we all received and Grace for Grace.”
John 1:16.

THESE are not words spoken by John the Baptist, as a cursory reader
might imagine, but they were written by John the Evangelist. The verse
preceding is a paragraph cast into the midst of the Gospel, causing a tem-
porary break. Omitting that verse, we read as follows: “The Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of
the only-begotten of the Father), full of Grace and truth; and of His full-
ness have we all received and Grace for Grace.”

In its more limited meaning, as it stands in its connection, the text ap-
pears to teach that while Jesus Christ dwelt on earth there was a Divine
Glory about His Person and Character which His Apostles and disciples
clearly beheld, perceiving in Him and in His teaching a fullness of Divine
Grace and the Truth of God. And further, that this Grace and Truth were
Divinely contagions, so that the disciples participated in it and men took
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus and learned of Him—
this being especially true of the Apostles who drank most fully into the life
and power of Jesus and continued to reveal to the world, after their Mas-
ter was taken up—the Grace and Truth of the Gospel committed to them.

But this passage is not to be restricted to so limited a sense—it is of far
wider range and of much greater depth. We understand it of our Lord Je-
sus in the whole of His Character and work. Looking beyond His earthly
life we see Him in His Crucifixion, His Resurrection, His Ascension, His
sitting at the right hand of God and His Second Advent. And beholding
Him as the all-sufficient Savior, we this day behold His Glory, the Glory as
of the Only-Begotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth! And we, that
is, the whole range of the saints in all ages past and in all periods to
come—we receive out of this fullness superabundant Grace!

I. In discussing this text I shall first remind you of the ONE GLORIOUS
PERSON concerning whom this verse is written. There are other persons
in the verse, but they are comparatively insignificant. “We all” are men-
tioned as the receivers—we occupy the most humble place. The one
throne of the text, (and a glorious high throne it is), is reserved for Him
who is intended in the pronoun, “His.” “Of His fullness have we all re-
ceived.” We know that this is no other than that august Person whom
John calls, “The Word,” or the speech of God, so called because God in
Nature has revealed Himself, as it were, inarticulately and indistinctly—
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but in His Son He has revealed Himself as a man declares his inmost
thoughts—by distinct and intelligible speech.

Jesus is to the Father what speech is to us. He is the unfolding of the
Father’s thoughts, the revelation of the Father’s heart. He that has seen
Christ has seen the Father. “Would you have me see you?” said Socrates,
“then speak,” for speech reveals the man. Would you see God? Listen to
Christ, for He is God’s Word, revealing the heart of Deity. Lest, however,
we should imagine Jesus to be a mere utterance, a mere word spoken and
forgotten, our Apostle is peculiarly careful that we should know that Je-
sus is a real and true Person, and therefore tells us that the Divine Word,
out of whose fullness we have received, is most assuredly God!

No language can be more distinct. He ascribes to Him the eternity
which belongs to God—“In the beginning was the Word.” He clearly claims
Divinity for Him—“The Word was God.” He ascribes to Him the acts of
God—*“Without Him was not anything made that was made.” He ascribes
to Him self-existence which is the essential characteristic of God—“In Him
was life.” He claims for Him a Nature peculiar to God—“God is light and in
Him is no darkness at all.” And the Word is “the true light, which lights
every man that comes into the world.” No writer could be more explicit in
his utterances, and beyond all question he sets forth the proper Deity of
that Blessed One of whom we all must receive if we would obtain eternal
salvation.

Yet John does not fail to set forth that our Lord was also Man. He says,
“the Word was made flesh”—not merely assumed manhood, but was
made. And made not merely Man as to His nobler part, His Soul, but Man
as to His flesh, His lower element. Our Lord was not a phantom, but One
who, as John declares in his Epistle, was touched and handled. “The
Word dwelt among us.” He tabernacled with the sons of men—a carpen-
ter’s shed His lowly refuge and the caves and mountains of the earth His
midnight resort in His later life. He dwelt among sinners and sufferers,
among mourners and mortals, Himself completing His citizenship among
us by becoming obedient to death, even the death of the Cross.

See, then, my beloved Brothers and Sisters, where God has treasured
up the fullness of His Grace! It is in a Person so august that Heaven and
earth tremble at the majesty of His Presence and yet in a Person so hum-
ble that He is not ashamed to call us, “Brethren.” The Apostle, lest we
should by any means put a second person in comparison with the one
and only Christ, throughout this chapter continually enters caveats and
disclaimers against all others. He bars the angels and shuts out cherubim
and seraphim by saying, “Without Him was not anything made that was
made”! At the creation of the world no ministering spirit may intrude a
finger. Angels may sing over what Jesus creates, but as the Builder of all
things He stands alone.

Further on the Apostle guards the steps of the Throne against John
and virtually against all the other witnesses of the Messiah, albeit among
those that are born of women there was not a greater than John the Bap-
tist, yet, “he was not that Light.” The stars must hide their heads when
the sun shines—John must decrease and Christ must increase. No, there
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was One whom all the Jews reverenced and whose name is coupled with
that of the Lamb in the triumphant song of Heaven! They sang the song of
Moses, the servant of God and of the Lamb. But even he is excluded from
the glory of this text, “For the Law was given by Moses, but Grace and
Truth came by Jesus Christ.” Moses must sit down at the foot of the
Throne with the tablets of stone in his hands, but Jesus sits on the
Throne and stretches out the silver scepter to His people.

Lest there should remain a supposition that another person yet
unmentioned should usurp a place, the Apostle adds, “No man at any
time has seen the Father.” The best and holiest have all, alike, been un-
able to look into that excellent Glory! But the Word has not only seen the
Father, but has declared Him unto us! The text is as Tabor to us and
while in its consideration, at the first we see Moses and Elijah and all the
saints with the Lord Jesus, receiving of His fullness, yet all these vanish
from our minds and our spirit sees “no man, but Jesus only.” Gazing into
this text, one feels as John did when the gates of Heaven were opened to
him and he looked within them and he declared, “I looked and lo, a Lamb
stood on the Mount Zion.”

He saw other things afterwards, but the first thing that caught his eye
and filled his mind was the Lamb in the midst of the Throne! Brothers, it
becomes us as ministers to be constantly making much of Christ, to make
Him, indeed, the first, the last and the midst of all our discourses! And it
becomes all Believers, whenever they deal with matters of salvation, to set
Jesus on high and to crown Him with many crowns. Give Him the best of
your thoughts and works and affections, for He it is who fills all things
and to whom all things should pay homage.

II. Secondly, there are TWO PRECIOUS DOCTRINES in the text. The
first doctrine teaches us that in this glorious Person of Jesus all fullness
is treasured up, and the second—without which the first might yield us
little comfort—that all this treasure of Divine Grace is received by His
saints, so that all His saints receive all they have that is gracious and
truthful from Him.

1. First consider this master Truth of God, that all Divine Grace is
treasured up in Christ Jesus. “His fullness,” says the text. Ah, what a
word, “His fullness!” If | had no other text given me to preach from until
all preaching should be ended, this might suffice. His fullness! O Brothers
and Sisters, here is a fullness which cannot be measured for length, or
breadth, or depth—for He is filled with all the fullness of God! “In Him
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” The fullness of which the
text speaks particularly is His double fullness of Grace and Truth. There is
in Jesus Christ a fullness of essential Grace for it is His Nature to overflow
with free mercy to the miserable sons of men.

It was a fullness of Grace in Him that made Him enter into the Eternal
Covenant and undertake Suretyship engagements for us. It was a fullness
of love and Grace which sustained Him in the discharge of His liabilities
as our Great Substitute and the fullness of Grace it is which constrains
Him, still, to persevere in His work, saying, “For Zion’s sake I will not rest,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not hold My peace.” In Christ there is a
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fullness of Grace to impart to us and to that the text refers a fullness of
pardoning Grace, so that no sin can ever exceed His power to forgive!

It refers a fullness of justifying Grace, so that He justifies the ungodly.
A fullness of converting Grace, so that He calls to Him whom He pleases. A
fullness of quickening Grace, for “He quickens whom He wills.” Here is a
fullness of purifying Grace, for His blood cleanses us from all sin and a
further fullness of comforting Grace, of sustaining Grace, of satisfying
Grace, of restoring Grace—Jesus has a fullness in whatever office you re-
gard Him—and with whatever needs. He is never limited in any gift or
Grace, but always full thereof. This fullness, time would fail us to re-
hearse! Drink of it! Plunge into it, and you shall know far more than I can,
by any possibility, tell.

This, however, I may say—the fullness which dwells in Christ is, from
the text, clearly proved to be an abiding fullness, for, mark, “We all,” says
he, “have received of it.” And yet he calls it a “fullness,” still. It was a full-
ness before a single sinner came to it to receive pardon—before a solitary
saint had learned to drink of that river the streams of which make glad
the Church! And now, after thousands and even myriads of blood-
redeemed saints have drank of this life-giving stream, it is just as over-
flowing as ever!

We are accustomed to say that if a child takes a cupful from the sea it
is just as full as before, but that is not literally true—there must be just
so much the less of water in the ocean. But it is literally true of Christ,
that when we have not only taken out cups full—for our needs are too
great to be satisfied with such small quantities—when we have taken out
oceans full of Divine Grace—and we need as much as that to carry us to
Heaven—there is actually as much left! Although we each have drawn
upon the treasury of His love to an extent so boundless that we cannot
understand it, yet there is as much mercy and Divine Grace left in Christ
as there was before. And it is a “fullness,” still, after all the saints have re-
ceived of it.

Brethren, there is a fullness of Truth in our Lord as well as Grace, that
is to say, everything which Christ says is not only true, but emphatically
true. And not only true in one sense, but true in multiple senses—true to
the letter and to the jots and to the tittles—true today and true tomorrow
and true forever! True to one saint and true to every saint! True at one
season and true in all seasons! There is a blessed emphasis of Divine real-
ity in Christ Jesus. Every word He speaks is as the decree of God. Every
doctrine that He promulgates is clear as the Great White Throne. In Him
there is no admixture of error. “Never man spoke like this Man,” because
His teaching is unalloyed gold. All doctrine which He reveals is as pure
and celestial as the dew from Heaven.

Brethren, there is an abiding fullness of truth in Christ! After you have
heard it for 50 years, you see more of its fullness than you did at first.
Other truths weary the ear. I will defy any man to hold together a large
congregation, year after year, with any other subject but Christ Jesus! He
might do it for a time. He might charm the ear with the discoveries of sci-
ence, or with the beauties of poetry. And his oratory might be of so high
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an order that he might attract the multitudes who have itching ears, but
they would, in time, turn away and say, “This is no longer to be endured.
We know it all.”

All music becomes wearisome but that of Heaven! But oh, if the min-
strel does but strike this celestial harp, though he keeps his fingers al-
ways among its golden strings and is but poor and unskilled upon an in-
strument so Divine, yet the melody of Jesus’ name and the sweet harmony
of all His acts and attributes will hold His listeners by the ears and thrill
their hearts as nothing beside can do! The theme of Jesus’ love is inex-
haustible! Though preachers may have dwelt upon it century after cen-
tury, a freshness and fullness still remain.

2. The second doctrine is that all the saints have received all of Grace
out of the fullness of Christ. It is not one saint who has derived Grace from
the Redeemer, but all. “Of His fullness have we all received.” And they
have not merely derived a part of the blessings of Grace from Jesus, but
all that they ever had they received from Him. It would be a wonderful vi-
sion if we could now behold passing before us the long procession of the
chosen, the great and the small—the goodly fellowship of Apostles, the
noble army of martyrs—the once weeping but now rejoicing band of peni-
tents. There they go! I think I see them all in their white robes, bearing
their palms of victory.

But you shall not, if you stop the procession at any point, be able to
discover one who will claim to have obtained Grace from another source
than Christ. Nor shall one of them say, “I owed the first Grace I gained to
Christ, but I gained other Grace elsewhere.” No, the unanimous testimony
is, “of His fullness have we all received.” My inner eye beholds the throng
as the procession pauses before the Throne of God. Oh, can you see how
every man prostrates himself before the Throne of the Lamb and alto-
gether they cry, “Of His fullness have we all received”?

Whoever we may be. However well we may have served our Master.
Whatever honor we have gained—though our Lord has helped us to finish
our course and to win the prize—yet it is ALL of him—*“Non nobis Domine!”
Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Your name be all the praise! What a
precious Truth of God, then, we have before us, that all the saints in all
ages have been just what you and I must be tonight if we would be
saved—receivers! They did not, any one of them bring anything to Christ,
but received from Him.

If they, at this moment, cast their crowns at His feet, their crowns were
first given to them by Him! Their robes are wedding garments of His pro-
viding. The whole course of saintship is receptive. None of the saints talk
of what they gave. None of them speak of what came of themselves, but
they all bear testimony without a solitary exception that they were all re-
ceivers from Jesus’ fullness! Oh, but this casts mire into the face of hu-
man self-sufficiency! What? Not one saint who had a little of his own? Not
one of all the favored throng who could furnish himself? No, not one! Did
none of them look to the works of the Law? No, they all went to Jesus and
His Grace and none to Moses and the Law.
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Did none of them trust in priests of earthly anointing? Did none of
them bow down before holy fathers and saintly confessors to obtain abso-
lution? There is not a word said about such foolishness! Nor even a sylla-
ble concerning appeals to saints—but all the saved ones received direct,
“from His fullness,” who fills all in all. I must not leave this second doc-
trine, however, without noting that these receptive saints received very
abundantly. They drew from an abundance, even a fullness—and they
also drew largely, as indicated by the words, “and Grace for Grace,” which
words are only difficult to understand by reason of the extent of meaning
hidden in them—for they might be translated a dozen ways with equal ac-
curacy.

Do they not mean this?—Just as Samson slew so many Philistines that
he cried out, “Heaps upon heaps,” so our Lord has given to His people Di-
vine Grace at such a rate that they have Grace upon Grace for abun-
dance? They have received from Him such a plenty, such a plenitude of
Divine Grace and the Truth of God that as the ancients fabled Mount Pe-
lion to be piled upon Ossa by the giants to make a staircase to the skies,
so our great Savior has piled mountains of Grace upon mountains of
Grace—that on these, as on a stupendous ladder—His elect might climb
to the Throne of God! Not one step to Heaven is other than of Divine
Grace—and all comes out of His fullness.

III. We advance to the third point and mark THREE EXPERIENCES in-
dicated by the text. And first, Beloved in the Lord, if you and I would re-
ceive of the fullness of Christ, it is imperatively necessary that we should
have an experience of our own emptiness. All saints receive of Christ, but
no vessel can receive beyond the measure of its emptiness. The more full it
is, so much the less is its capacity for reception. And the more empty it is,
so much the greater the space which can be filled. This is a hard lesson
for human nature, for we firmly believe in ourselves.

You say, “I am rich and increased in goods, and have need of nothing.”
We learn this with our mother tongue and we repeat it so often that we
believe it! And like the Pharisee, we make it our daily boast, “God, I thank
You that I am not as other men are.” The Pharisee would see no chaff in
his wheat, whereas Divine Grace makes us to be like the publican who
could see no wheat in his chaff and would only say, “God be merciful to
me a sinner.” It is hard going down the ladder of self-knowledge. We give
up with great reluctance our flattering opinions of ourselves. We are hard
to empty of the notion of our own inherent merit—and if the Lord spills
that upon the ground—we then hold to the idea of our own inherent
strength!

What if we have no merit, yet at least we will have some, by-and-by,
and we spin out our poor resolves as freely as a spider spins her web and
the fabric is as frail. And if our notion of power is taken from us, we then
betake ourselves to our self-justification by endeavoring to persuade our-
selves that we are not responsible! Or, wrapping ourselves in despair, we
declare that we cannot help ourselves and wickedly cast our ruin upon
destiny. Man is hard to be dragged away from the rock of self-justification.
Like Theseus in the old mythology, he is glued so fast to the great stone of
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self-conceit which lies hard by the gates of Hell, that a stronger than Her-
cules is needed to tear him from it! And even such a deliverer must rend
him from it, leaving his skin behind.

When the Lord comes and makes the sinner stand before His bar and
plead, “Lord, I am guilty,” the man is made ready to receive of Christ’s
merits because he is emptied of his own. Hear him again: “Lord, I would
gladly repent and believe, but oh, for this I have no strength! Be You my
Helper.” The man’s own power is gone and with it his hardness of heart.
He confessed that he has willfully and wickedly sinned, and now the Lord
pours out His Grace and mercy. Our Lord withholds from those who are
full—but He is always ready to give to those who are empty! Never does He
keep back anything from those who are consciously in need. Never does
He give anything to those who say they need nothing.

There must be in each of us, then, an emptiness of self if we are to en-
joy the fullness of Christ. But he who knows the emptiness of self is not,
therefore, saved. The man who knows he has the fever is not cured by
that knowledge. The man who knows he is condemned to die is not, for
that reason, pardoned. It is a dreadful thing to stop short with a mere
sense of sin—we must go on to the second experience—a personal recep-
tion of Christ Jesus. Here I shall put the question to each of my hearers,
especially to professors of religion—Have you received out of Christ’s full-
ness? I am not asking you whether you are Church members. We sorrow-
fully know that it is one thing to be that, and quite another thing to re-
ceive Christ.

I do not ask you whether you received the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup-
per. Alas, to receive bread and wine is a very different thing from feeding
upon the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ! The one is a carnal act which
Judas might perform, who had a devil, but the other is a spiritual act,
possible only for spiritual men. “Oh,” says one, “do not put high standards
before us.” No, I am not. | am putting the lowest standard that can prove
a soul to be saved—have you received Christ? I want to call your attention
to the marvelous simplicity of this one act by which salvation comes to all
the saints. It is receiving. Now, receiving is a very easy thing. There are 50
things which you and I cannot do, but, my dear Friend, you could un-
doubtedly receive a penny, could you not?

There is not a man, nor woman, nor child here, so imperfect in power
as to be unable to receive. Everybody seems capable of receiving any
amount. Mark, then, in salvation you do nothing but merely receive. There
is a hand, a beggar’s hand and if it is needed to write a fair letter, it can-
not do that, but be assured it can receive! Try it, and the beggar will soon
let you know. Look at that hand again. Do you see that it has the palsy? It
quivers and shakes! Ah, but it can receive, for all that! Many a palsied
hand has received a jewel. But do you not see that in addition to being
filthy and palsied, it has a foul disease? The leprosy lies within and is not
to be washed out by any mode of purification known to us, and yet it can
receive!

The saints all came to be saints and remained saints through doing ex-
actly what that poor dirty, leprous, quivering hand can do. All their Divine
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Grace came by receiving! So, dear Hearer, I am not setting up a high test,
though I am assuredly setting up a very safe and necessary one. Have you
received out of the fullness of Christ? Did you come all empty-handed and
take Jesus Christ to be your All? I know what you did at first. You were
for accumulating the shining heaps of your own merits and esteeming
them as if they were so much gold—but you found out that your labor
profited not, so at last you came empty-handed and said, “My precious
Savior, do but give me Yourself and I will have done with merit. I renounce
all merit and all doing and working and I take You to be everything to me.”

Then, Friend, you are saved if that is true, for the acceptance of Christ
is the mark of the saint. I said there were three experiences—the first was
emptiness. The second is receiving. And the third is that blessed experi-
ence, the discovery that all we receive comes to us by Divine Grace. Look at
the last words, “And Grace for Grace,” which words may be read, “And
Grace because of Grace,” that is to say, the only reason why we get Grace
is because of Grace! Grace is the cause of itself. It is a self-creating thing.
God will have mercy on whom He will have mercy. He is gracious because
He is gracious and He gives Divine Grace to men NOT because they de-
serve it, or ask for it—but because He is gracious and chooses to bless
them. I trust, beloved Brethren, you all have experienced this. If you know
your own emptiness and Christ’s fullness, I am sure you know, in a
measure, the doctrine of Divine Grace and I hope you will go on to know it
more and more. May you also get Grace to have more Grace—Grace to
qualify you for a higher degree of Grace!

Now, you do not get some Grace from God’s Grace and then the rest
from your own efforts, but every step you have to go from the gate of the
City of Destruction up to the pearl gates of the New Jerusalem, is all
Grace. The road to Glory is paved with stones of Grace. The chariot in
which we ride to Heaven is all of Grace. The strength that draws it and the
axle that bears it up is all of Grace and Grace alone. In the whole Cove-
nant of Grace, from the first letter of the charter down to its last word,
there is nothing at all of merit or man’s goodness, but it is Grace, Grace,
Grace. As Grace laid the foundation, so Grace brings out every stone and
as we sing—

“It lays in Heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise.”

I cannot make out where some of the Lord’s children get their creed
when they preach up the dignity and free will of man. There are good peo-
ple but who seem to me to use part of the speech of Ashdod and only part
of the speech of Jerusalem. To my mind, free will seems such an incon-
gruity when tacked on to Divine Grace and makes a man’s ministry like
Nebuchadnezzar’s image, with its head of gold and its feet of clay—the two
things do not consort. O for a Gospel that is all of one piece—that reveals
the sinner as saved by Grace from first to last—that God may have all the
praise!

IV. As briefly as possible we shall speak of FOUR DUTIES.

1. First, if we have received from Christ all we have, then let us praise
Him. If we live on His fullness, let us magnify and bless His name. Grati-
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tude is a natural virtue and it ought always to be in us a spiritual Grace.
O let our tongues talk well of Him to whom we owe everything! There was
a poor man who was a pauper, but a kind friend had taken care of him
and the old man was never better pleased than when he could ramble out
his thanks to passing strangers. “That’s a dear man who lives up at the
white house, there, Sir.

“Do you see these clothes? He has given me all. | have not a rag on me
but what is of his finding and I have a nice little cottage down there and,
you know, he gave it to me—told me I might live there rent free! He lets me
walk through his grounds and tells me I am welcome to all I can desire.” It
was the old man’s joy to expatiate upon the extraordinary goodness of his
benefactor. I wish we all imitated him. Do you see anything that is happy
and peaceful in me? It all came from Jesus. I am a poor worm with noth-
ing at all in myself that I could boast of, but if there is anything at all that
could commend the Gospel, I received it all from my dear Lord and Master
who has done more for me than tongue can tell!

Brethren, speak more of Him and sing more His praise! If you have the
gift of song, never prostitute it (as I think it must be) to light, giddy, loose
verses. Keep your sweetest notes for Him. Music, reserve your charms for
him. If the things of this world might claim a note or two, yet, oh, let Him
have the loudest of your harmony. You daughters of Israel, go forth to
meet your David—for if any of this world has helped you—if Saul has slain
his thousands—this David has slain His ten thousands! The mightiest of
your foes He has overthrown. One of the best ways of praising Jesus is by
trusting Him more. Faith is often compact praise. A trustful heart has in it
the quintessence of music. Jesus loves to be trusted—it is a true, if indi-
rect, form of gratitude, when we repose confidence because of mercies re-
ceived.

Once more, if you wish to praise the Prince of Peace, as I trust you do,
go and beg harder of Him. Go to Him this very night and say—

“The best return for one like me,
So wretched and so poor,

Is from Your gifts to draw a plea,
And ask You still for more.”

You cannot do your Lord a better turn nor make His heart more glad by
way of praising Him, than by opening your mouth wider than ever tonight
that you may receive more out of His fullness than you have ever had
since you have known Him!

2. The second duty is this—if up till now we have received out of
Christ’s fullness, then let us repair to Him again. As you have received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him. I find it my best and safest way and
I recommend it to you all, to live daily on Christ, as I did when first I
trusted in Him. If I have ever known Him at all. If He has ever been re-
vealed to me and in me. If He has ever answered my prayers. If He has
ever blessed me to your souls and made me the spiritual parent of any
that are in the skies, I do know that I had it all from Him, for I never had
a grain of anything good of my own—all my Grace has been the free grant
of His sovereign will!
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But Satan says, “Ah, but you never knew Jesus!” Well, if I never did, I
know what to do now. I will go to Jesus at once. If I never did go to Him
before, I will hasten to Him now. Now, when I go to Jesus Christ in that
way, not as a saint but as a sinner—not as a preacher but as a poor, mis-
erable offender—I find my comfort returns to me. I would like to be as a
babe, always hanging on the breast of Jesus’ love. I would like to be the
fruit which remains on the bough and so grows ripe and sweet. I would
like to be always locked up in Christ’s pantry and never live on what I had
before fed on, but feeding evermore! To this duty I invite you tonight. If
you have received—come and receive again—you have not received the
whole of Christ’s fullness yet!

But all that is in Christ is meant to be received. Jesus Christ is like the
sun—He is a storehouse of light, but the light is there to be shed abroad.
He is like the clouds—a storehouse of waters, but all that is in Him is to
descend in showers upon thirsty souls. There is nothing in Christ but
what was meant to be distributed! He is like Joseph’s granaries in Egypt,
full of corn for hungry men. Do you read of mercy in Christ?—say, “That
mercy was meant for a needy sinner. Even I will have it.” Little children,
when they come to the table, seem to know by instinct that everything
there is meant to be eaten, so they cry, “Give me this. Give me that.”

Now, in this be children. If you see anything in Christ, however rich
and rare, however precious and choice, say, “Lord, give me that and give
me that,” for it is all meant to be given away—it is all provided on purpose
to meet the needs of the Lord’s people. So we leave that duty, but I trust
not till we have attended to it.

3. The third duty is, if you have been receiving of Christ, try to obtain
more, for the text says, “Grace for Grace™—that is, Grace upon Grace—
Grace to fit you for higher Grace. If you are no richer than the old Believ-
ers under the Law and you have found only Jewish Grace, come and ask
for clearer views. If you have Grace as a babe, ask Grace to be a young
man. And if you have grown to be a young man, ask Grace to be a father.
Aspire to the highest point of Christian perfection! In other matters we are
very covetous, but in the things of God, what an accursed contentment we
soon fall into!

I use the word advisedly, for it is accursed, since it brings the curse of
barrenness upon us. I loathe to hear a Believer say, “Well, if I am but just
saved, that is enough for me. If I may but just get in behind the door in
Heaven, I shall be content.” So you will, my dear Brother, but you ought
not to talk that way! Your business is to show forth as much of Christ to
His Glory as you possibly can. What? Are you so selfish that if you can
creep into Heaven that will content you? I would Like to carry my Master a
whole casket of jewels in my bosom! I would gladly say to Him, “Here am I
and the children whom You have given me.” I would desire to die with the
sweet satisfaction, “I have finished my course, I have kept the faith, there-
fore there is laid up for me a crown of life that fades not away.”

Wrestle for more Grace! If you are up to your ankles, wade into this
river of gracious fullness up to your knees. If you are up to your knees, be
thankful, but do not be content. I ask you to advance till you are up to
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your loins and be not fully satisfied even then. Forget the things that are
behind, be not satisfied till you find a river to swim in! Strike out till you
feel you are utterly out of your depth and then dive into it and strike out!
Glory in Christ to think that it pleased the Father that in Him should all
fullness dwell and be glad that you have learned to comprehend with all
saints what are the heights and depths and to know the love of Christ
which passes knowledge.

4. The last duty and the last word. If you have received of Christ, en-
courage others to receive of Him. Indeed, you need not go far for the en-
couragement, for you may first of all look at home. If Jesus Christ received
you, whom will He not receive? If my Master’s heart opened wide its doors
to let me in, I know He has received one of the blackest that ever was ac-
cepted. And I feel confident in recommending you, poor, needy, troubled,
conscience-stricken Sinner, to come to Jesus by simple trust tonight! I am
sure if He had meant to reject you, He would not have accepted me. If you
want to encourage souls to come to Christ, what a wonderful text this is:
“Of His fullness have we all received.”

I must bring that little dream of mine up to your mind’s eye again.
There are all the saints—millions of them—and they tell you, all of them,
that they were all receivers. Now, suppose you were a beggar. You know
what beggars do. If they go to a door and get anything, they make a little
mark—you and I do not understand it, but it means, “Good house to
knock at.” And the next beggar who comes sees that token and he knocks
boldly. If they get nothing, of course, they make some scurvy remark or
another, after their own fashion, which the next beggar understands.

Now, I have already made that mark on Christ’s door and I have told
you of it! It is a good house to knock at, for I have tried it. But suppose,
being a beggar, you were to meet some 50 or 60 tramps, all coming down
the street and they were to say to you, “Are you in the same trade as we
are?” “Yes, | am a beggar.” “Well,” they say, “there’s a good house down
there, we have all of us been to it and they have given us all something.”
“What? Given something to all of you?” “Yes, to every one of us.” “What?
To that man yonder? Why, he looks good for nothing!” “Ah, well, they gave
him something.” “What? To the whole of you?” “Yes.” “Then I shall be as
quick as I can to knock and get the next turn.”

Why, of course, everybody would feel that that is the shop to beg at
where nobody has been rejected. Now, since the world began there never
has been a sinner who sincerely asked for mercy through faith in the pre-
cious blood of Jesus who has been rejected! Since Adam was cast out of
the Garden, there has never been a sinner, whoever he might have been,
that has cast himself by simple trust upon the blood and righteousness of
Jesus Christ, whom God has cast out! Well, but if they all received and all
received, “of His fullness,” why not you?

One thing more—it may be that you will still say, “Perhaps the Lord will
change His mode of dealing and reject me!” Oh, but let me tell you, He has
pledged Himself that He will not, for, in addition to all those who have re-
ceived at His hands, there is a promise given, “Him that comes unto Me, I
will in no wise cast out.” He cannot cast you away, for He has said He will
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not and that word, “no wise,” is like the flaming cherub’s sword, which
turns every way, not to keep you out of the garden of life, but to keep out
all your doubts and fears.

Observe, “I will in no wise cast out.” Then, if any man says, “But I am
too old,” that cannot be the reason for your rejection, for Christ has said,
“Him that comes, I will in no wise cast out.” “Oh, but I have sinned be-
yond all reason. I have gone to an excess of riot. Sir, I'm a damnable sin-
ner. No one can say too bad of me.” I do not care what you are! He cannot
cast you out, for He has said, “in no wise,” that is, on no account, on no
consideration, under no circumstances! If you come to Christ, Heaven and
earth may pass away and yon blue sky may be folded up and put away as
a worn-out mantle, and the stars shall fall like withered leaves in autumn,
and the sun be turned into darkness and the moon into blood—but
NEVER shall a praying, trusting sinner be cast away from the Presence of
God!

O come, then, you most guilty, you most empty, you most worthless!
Come and welcome! Hark! The silver trumpet sounds tonight, “Come and
welcome! Come and welcome! Come and welcome!” Come to the dear
wounds of Jesus and be hidden there! Come to the fountain filled with
blood and be cleansed there! Come to the heart of Christ in Heaven by
trusting Him and be saved both now and forever!

May God bless you and everyone in this great house tonight! May He
bless every one of you young women up there and of you men down there
and you strangers thronging the aisles! May every one of us have to say,
“Of His fullness have we all received and Grace for Grace.” The Lord bless
you. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—John 1:1-18.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.
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“BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD”
NO. 1987

A SERMON DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, OCTOBER 16, 1887,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
John 1:29.

JOHN the Baptist’s one business was to bear witness to Christ. He was
the morning star which heralds the rising sun. When the Sun appeared,
he had no more reason for shining. You cannot account for John except
by Jesus—the one reason for John’s existence is Jesus. I wish it might be
so with us. May we be able to say, “For me to live is Christ.” May our life
be such that it cannot be understood apart from Jesus—take Him away
and our whole character would become an inexplicable mystery! I am
afraid that some professors could be easily interpreted apart from Christ—
perhaps could be better accounted for if there were no Christ. But if we
are like John, true witnesses to Jesus, we shall find in Jesus the con-
scious purpose of our being and His Glory will be the clue to all the wind-
ings of our lives. For this purpose were we born and for this end have we
come into the world, that we may bear witness to the Lord Jesus Christ!
Search and look, my Brothers and Sisters, whether it has been so with
you.

When our Lord was thus set forth by John, it is well to note the special
character under which He was declared. John knew much of the Lord Je-
sus and could have pictured Him in many lights and characters. He might
especially have pointed Him out as the great moral example, the Founder
of a higher form of life, the great Teacher of holiness and love. Yet this did
not strike the Baptist as the head and front of our Lord’s Character, but
he proclaimed Him as One who had come into the world to be the great Sac-
rifice for sin. Lifting up his hand and pointing to Jesus, he cried, “Behold
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” He did not say,
“Behold the great Exemplar"—no doubt he would have said that in due
season. He did not even say, “Behold the King and Leader of a new dis-
pensation”—that fact he, by no means, would have denied, but would
have gloried in it. Still, the first point that he dwells upon, and that which
wins his enthusiasm is, “Behold the Lamb of God.” John the Baptist views
Him as the Propitiation for sin and so he cries, “Behold the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world.”

My Brothers and Sisters, we may depend upon it that this must be a
very practical Truth of God, for John was pre-eminently practical. What is
the sum and substance of his teaching but, “Repent. Bring forth fruits
meet for repentance. The axe is laid unto the root of the trees”? He has a
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word for everybody that comes—even the Roman soldiers are told to be
content with their rations. John is no theorist or quibbler about dogma.
He deals with life and character and demands works meet for repentance.
Yet he makes a great point of our Lord’s being the Sacrifice for sin. This,
indeed, is the text of his life-sermon! Rest assured that there is something
wonderfully practical about that Truth of God! And those who becloud it
under the notion of being practical are laying aside the best instrument of
doing good to men. For the reformation of manners and the overthrow of
evil, and the setting up of the Kingdom of Righteousness throughout the
world, there is no Truth of God like that which reveals Jesus as the Sacri-
fice provided by God for removing the sin of men!

The stern Baptist, the true Elijah who grappled hard with sin and laid
the sword of repentance to its throat, saw that nothing could be done
unless he pointed out the Lamb of God, by whom the world’s sin is taken
away. When repentance is the sermon, Jesus must be the text and the
substance of the discourse! He puts life, power, energy into what other-
wise would be a dead moral essay. O you who would save men from sin,
take care that you preach the great Sacrifice for sin! It is clear that this
doctrine has to do with repentance, for the Apostle of repentance intro-
duced it—he whose first word was, “Repent,” brought forward Jesus as
the great Sin-Bearer, for he saw what I wish all would see, that there is a
very intimate connection between the creation, growth and purity of re-
pentance and the sin-bearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Brothers, the fact is, the more we have to do with penitent sinners, the
more we feel the need of a sin-bearer. O you that have never sinned and
are wrapped up in your own self-righteousness, you imagine that you can
enter Heaven by your own works! The bearing of sin by the Lamb of God
does not seem to you at all necessary, but if you once dwelt, as John did,
in the midst of a burdened people who came lamenting and confessing
their sins, you would feel that nothing could bring them into reconcilia-
tion with God but faith in the appointed Atonement. “Behold the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world,” is the text which evangelists
love because without it they cannot face the troubled ones who throng
around them!

My Brothers, in proportion as you wisely love your fellow men you will
prize the Sacrifice for sin. Your practical dealing with a perishing people
will make you prize the Savior. Oh, what would I do if I were sent to
preach to this vast throng and had no sin-offering to declare to you! Might
I not break my heart before a task so useless, so cruel, as to have to de-
nounce sin and yet to have no pardon to declare and, consequently, no
hope? Now that I can tell of One who bore in His own body on the tree the
transgression, iniquity and sin of men, I find my task a solemn one, but
certainly not hopeless, nor even dreary! Happy, indeed, am I to be permit-
ted to set forth so blessed a salvation! Blessed are the lips which are al-
lowed to cry, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world.” You see, then, that the practical character of John’s mission made
him all the more at home in setting forth the sacrificial Character of our
Lord.
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If John the Baptist had not felt that the Character of our Lord, as a Sin-
Offering, was the chief matter, he might have fitly pointed Him out as an
example at the time when he delivered the words of our text. The Savior
had not yet revealed to anyone the fact and meaning of His future death.
His Passion was as yet a thing in the dim future, while His life was just
blossoming out into public observation. He had newly left the holy quiet of
the parental roof at Nazareth and the charm of early holiness was on Him.
Should not the world now mark Him, that His example might be known
throughout its entire length? In His retirement, His conduct had been
such that the austere and devout Baptist had noticed it—and had felt
bound to acknowledge that his younger relative was a worthier Person
than himself, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You.” But John does
not seem, when he beholds the Lord after His baptism, to think of His
godly life already commenced, nor of that holy life which he could foresee
in Him. Rather he fastens his eyes upon the sacrificial Character of that
wondrous Personage and dwells on that, alone, saying, “Behold the Lamb
of God.” Brothers, that age needed an example as badly as ours does, but
it needed a Savior still more—and John sees first that which is first!

Let me add that the time was doubly opportune for dwelling upon our
Lord’s example, since He had just returned from His famous temptation in
the wilderness, wherein He had rehearsed His life-struggles. You cannot,
in reading the narrative, piece in the 40 days’ temptation in the wilderness
anywhere else but just here. We read that our Savior, after His Baptism,
was led up immediately into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil.
Tempted He was, but He yielded in no point. In the threefold battle He
vanquished the power of darkness at every point, and now, armed for the
fray, in mail which He had tried and proven, the Champion stood before
John! And it would not have been singular had the man of God cried out,
“Behold the Perfect One, in whom the prince of this world has no place.
Copy His supreme example!” But no, the great Baptist’s eyes rest not on
that—the blood and wounds of the Passion are before his mind’s eye and
beyond all else he sees the sacrificial Character of the wondrous Being
who now stands in the midst of the throng. The fact that He is the ap-
pointed Victim for human sin enwraps the whole soul of the preacher and
he cries, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”

Brothers and Sisters, I desire to be in the same case with John the
Baptist. I would have my thoughts of Christ concentrated upon His aton-
ing death henceforth and evermore! During the little time in which I may
be spared to lift up my voice in this wilderness, I would bear witness to
the Lamb of God! The years may be short in which I may guide this flock,
but around the Cross shall be to me, forevermore, the place of green pas-
tures—and from the Sacrifice of our Lord shall flow the still waters. Many
others are dealing with other aspects of our Lord’s work. Some, I doubt
not, faithfully, and others with evil intent. I may very well leave them to do
their best or their worst, for at least one may be allowed to be baptized for
the Crucified, separated unto the Cross, dedicated to the Atonement by
blood. I know no Atonement but Substitution, no Substitute but Christ.
“Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.” To the declara-
tion of that fact I set myself apart to life’s end.
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I. To come still closer to our text, I would have you notice, in the first
place, that JOHN SET FORTH CHRIST AS A SACRIFICE WITH EVIDENT
PERSONAL PERCEPTION OF THE FACT. When a man says, “Behold!” he
sees something himself. He sees that something with clearness and he de-
sires you to see it and, therefore, he cries, “Behold! Behold!” John had,
from his birth, been ordained to be the herald of the Christ. But he evi-
dently did not know who the Lamb of God might be. As a babe, he leaped
in the womb when he came near to the mother of our Lord. But yet he did
not know Jesus as the Lamb of God. He says, “I knew Him not.”

Some suppose that John and Jesus had never met during their early
years, but I find it hard to believe. I see quite another meaning here. John
knew Jesus, but did not know Him as the Sin-Bearer. I think he must
have known the life of the Holy Child, his near relative, while He grew in
favor both with God and man, but he had not yet seen upon Him the at-
testing seal which marked Him as the Son of God. John admired the
Lord’s Character very much, insomuch that when He came to be baptized
by him, John said, “I have need to be baptized by You.” Yet John says, “I
knew Him not.” He knew Him as one of high and holy character, but as
yet he saw not the token which the Lord God had secretly given to his ser-
vant—for he saw not the Spirit of God descending and resting upon Him.
John shrewdly suspected that Jesus was the Son of the Highest, of whom
he was the forerunner, but a witness must not follow his own surmises,
however correct they may be! John, as the Lord’s servant, did not dare to
know anything of his own unguided judgement—he waited for the secret
sign. Certain preachers tell their people anything they invent out of their
wonderful brains, but the true servant of God has no business to put
forth his own thoughts or opinions—he must wait for a word from God.
The message should come straight from the Master—“Thus says the
Lord.” John, though he saw about this wondrous Jesus such marvelous
traits of Character that he was sure He was much greater than himself,
yet says, “l knew Him not.” He would know nothing but as it was revealed
to him by the Lord God who sent him.

But when, at last, he received that personal token when he plunged our
blessed Master into the waters of the Jordan—and saw the heavens
opened and the Dove descend—and heard the Voice saying, “This is My
beloved Son,” then he knew Him and was, therefore, sure. When he after-
wards spoke, he did not say, “I think this is the Lamb of God,” or, “I am
under the impression that this is the Son of God.” No, he boldly cried,
“Behold Him! See for yourselves. This is the Lamb of God! I speak with the
accent of conviction! Nothing can shake me. The Master has given the sign
and, therefore, I bear confident witness. Behold the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world.”

From then on, to John the Baptist, the Lord Jesus Christ was more
than He appeared to be to any others. To those who looked at the Savior,
He would have seemed to be a plain, humble Jew, with nothing particular
to mark Him out, except it were the gentleness of His demeanor and a cer-
tain heavenliness of carriage. But to the Baptist, He was now before all
and above alll When a person was to be baptized, he confessed his sins to
John. But when Jesus came with no sins of His own to confess, did He
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whisper in John’s ear, “I bear the sin of the world”? 1 think He did, but in
any case, this was true to the Baptist’s mind—and to him, Jesus was the
matchless Sacrifice, the one Atonement for human sin.

This was an extraordinary Truth of God to John. It took a miracle of
Grace to make a Jew see, “The Lamb, who takes away the sin of the
world.” The Jew thought that the Sacrifice of God must be only for His
chosen people—but John saw beyond all bounds of nationality and re-
strictions of race—and clearly perceived in Jesus “the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world.” Remember that John was of a priestly
race—he was familiar with lambs for sacrifice. But as a priest, he never
saw a lamb for sacrifice in a place far off from the consecrated shrine.
There was only one altar and that was at Jerusalem—and there the lamb
of sacrifice must be—not by Jordan’s lonely stream. Yet John saw, in a
place never dedicated in any peculiar manner to the service of God, the
one great Sacrifice standing in the midst of the people. “Behold,” he says,
“this is the Lamb of God.” See how well the Lord had taught him and how
fully he had broken away from natural prejudices!

Beloved, I pray that each one of us may know, for himself, Jesus as the
Sacrifice for sin. You were brought up as children to believe that Jesus is
the Lamb of God, but all Revelation in the Book must again be revealed to
the heart, or it will not be really known and perceived. For the life of the
Truth of God to enter into our life it must become a matter, not of head-
creed only, but of heart-belief. That Jesus is the Substitutionary Sacrifice,
the Propitiation for our sins, the Expiation for our iniquity, must be
taught us by the Holy Spirit. I can truly declare among you that I do not
preach this doctrine of vicarious Sacrifice as one among many theories,
but as the saving fact of my experience! I must preach this or nothing! I
know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and Him Crucified, because I
have neither hope nor comfort outside of the great atoning Sacrifice. He
was made sin for us, even He who knew no sin, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him. “He was made a curse for us, as it is
written, Cursed is everyone that hangs on a tree.”

Pray that each one of God’s people may have a clear knowledge of
Christ as the sin-bearing Lamb and have it written on his individual con-
sciousness, for then nothing will shake him out of it. When men find their
own deliverance from sin and their own peace with God flowing out of the
atoning Sacrifice, this great Truth of God becomes a part of their inward
experience and it can never be torn from them. O my Brothers and Sis-
ters, when the great Sacrifice has saved you, you will never be able to
doubt it! You will sooner doubt your own existence than doubt this
blessed fact, that He bore our sin in His own body on the tree, and that
through Him we are reconciled unto God! It was a matter with John of
personal perception.

II. Let us advance a little. JOHN SET FORTH OUR LORD AS EM-
PHATICALLY THE SACRIFICE—“Behold the Lamb of God.” This is more
than John would have said of all the lambs that he had ever heard or read
of since the first appointment of sacrifice. He remembered the firstling of
the flock which Abel offered and the sacrifice of a sweet savor which Noah
presented. He knew the sacrifices of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He was
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fam111ar with the lamb of the Paschal Supper and those of Israel’s high
festivals. He remembered the thousands of offerings that had been pre-
sented by David and by Solomon, and by other kings in the great national
acts of worship. But passing them all by as if they were all mere shadows,
he points his finger to the Man, Christ Jesus, and he says of Him, “This is
THE Lamb of God.”

In this I think the Baptist comprehended everything that went before.
There was the daily lamb of which I read to you in the commencement of
the service, from Exodus 29. There had been slain before the Lord a lamb
every morning, and a lamb every evening, all the year round throughout
the centuries of Israel’s history. Always and ever the continual sacrifice of
the lamb was the symbol of Jehovah’s dwelling with His people. But John
puts his finger down upon a single Sacrifice and says, “This is the Lamb.”
All the other daily lambs had been but prefigurations of this! “Behold the
Lamb.”

Let me also call your attention to another wonderful lamb, the Paschal
lamb, slain on the night when Israel went up out of Egypt, when each He-
brew smeared the lintel and side-posts of his door with blood—and the
sight of that blood sulfficed for the deliverance of the family, according to
the Word of Jehovah, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” These
Passover lambs were many and sacred to every Jewish mind! But John
passes them all over and says, “Behold the Lamb of God.”

Do you not think he also had in his mind the lamb spoken of by Isaiah,
the great evangelical Prophet? Had he not in his memory that famous pas-
sage, “He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter”? John the Baptist cries,
“This is He of whom the Prophet spoke, Behold the Lamb of God.”

Yes, and if John’s eyes had been turned to the future as well as to the
past, so that he could have looked down the centuries and shared the vi-
sions of the Seer of Patmos, he would have seen the Lamb in the midst of
the Throne, and have heard the song unto Him that was slain! But after
seeing all the visions of the coming Glory of the Lamb, he would still have
kept his finger pointed towards the blessed Christ of God, standing among
the people, and would have said, “Behold the Lamb.” All that you read of
sacrifice and sin-bearing in the Old or the New Testament. All that you
have ever heard, or ever shall hear, of the putting away of sin, if it is true,
is all centered in this line, “Behold the Lamb.” It is a great thing when we
can focus our testimony upon a single point! Let every servant of God do
so and bear his witness that there is none other name given among men
whereby we must be saved! There is no other purgation for sin in the
whole universe save that great Sacrifice which takes away the sin of the
world!

III. We will go a step further again—JOHN, IN DESCRIBING OUR LORD
JESUS IN HIS SACRIFICIAL CHARACTER, WAS VERY EXPLICIT IN DE-
CLARING HIM TO BE THE SACRIFICE OF GOD. He says: “Behold the
Lamb of God.” These words contain a great depth of meaning. “The Lamb
of God.” Did not the Baptist thus recall the day when Abraham walked
with Isaac towards the mount that God had told him of? “And Isaac said
to his father, My Father, behold the fire and the wood: but where is the
lamb for a burnt offering? And Abraham answered, My Son, God will pro-
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vide Himself a lamb for the burnt offering.” John, standing centuries after,
seems to say, “Now is the saying of the Father of the faithful fulfilled! Be-
hold how God provides! Behold the Lamb of God.”

Under the old Jewish dispensation, if a man sinned, he said to himself,
“l must go and find a lamb.” And he went out to his own flock, or else to
his neighbor’s and he bought a lamb. That was his lamb which he
brought for his own trespass. But you and I have not to go and find a
lamb—God has already provided a Lamb—and we have only to accept the
Lamb of God. And is it not a wonderful thing, that He, Himself, against
whom all sin was leveled, provided the Sacrifice for sin? Behold the sin of
man and the Lamb of God. Jesus is the Father’s best Beloved, His choice
One, His only One and yet He delivered Him up for us all—and God’s Son
became God’s Lamb! O my Father, my Father, do I sin and do You find the
Sacrifice? But if a Sacrifice must be found by the Father, why was it found
so near His heart? He could find the Sacrifice for sin nowhere but in His
own bosom. He had but one Son, His Only-Begotten—and “God so loved
the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son.” Jehovah gave His only
Son to be a Sacrifice! Let Heaven and earth be filled with astonishment!

Beloved, if you think of it, who else could have provided a Sacrifice for
the sin of the world? None will pretend to such ability. And when God,
Himself, provided a Sacrifice, what other could He have found but His co-
equal Son? Who else could render the honor which was due to the broken
Law? Who else could offer to Divine Justice the vindication which it de-
manded? Justice must be violated, or else man must perish forever—there
remained no way of escape from this dilemma until the Son of the Highest
condescended to become a Sacrifice and put away sin by His own death.
So, you see, the Lord must, Himself, provide the Sacrifice—and that Sacri-
fice must be His only-begotten Son.

I do not think I can preach more, for a faintness has come over me, nor
is there need for more if you will but chew the cud of this one precious
Truth of God— Jesus is the Lamb which God provided and He is the Lamb
which God Himself presented at the altar. Yet I must rouse myself to say a
little more. Who was it that sacrificed the Lamb of God? Who was the
priest on that dread day? Who was it that bruised Him? Who put Him to
grief? Who caused Him the direst pang of all when He cried, “Why have
You forsaken Me?”

Was it not the Father, Himself? This was one point in the hardness of
Abraham’s test—“Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,
and offer him for a sacrifice.” He must, himself, officiate at the sacrifice!
This, the great Father did! He is the Lamb, the Lamb of God. And now, to-
day, the bright side of this Truth remains. He is the Lamb that God al-
ways accepts, must accept, glories to accept! Bring you but Jesus with
you and you have brought God an acceptable Sacrifice! You cannot fail to
be forgiven when you come pleading the name of Jesus. If you should
bring the fattest of your flock and the choicest of your herd, you might
hear God say, “I will not accept your sacrifice”! But when you bring God’s
own Sacrifice, He cannot reject you! You are accepted in the Beloved!
There is such acceptance of Christ with God that it overlaps your unac-
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ceptableness. It covers your sin. It covers you—it makes you to be dear to
the heart of God!

Thus far have we come with this blessed text, even unto “waters to
swim in.” “Behold the Lamb of God.”

IV. Lend me your ears a little longer while, in the fourth place, I show
you that JOHN SET FORTH THIS BLESSED SAVIOR AS BEARING AND
BEARING AWAY OUR SIN. You that have the Revised Version will please
notice that the Revisers follow the Authorized Version in the body of the
translation and say, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world,” but they have done wisely by putting in the margin, “bears the
sin.” Both meanings are here. In order to the bearing away of sin, there
must first be the bearing of it. The Lord Jesus both took sin and took it
away.

Dwell for a minute on the first fact, that sin was actually laid on Christ.
I saw the other day, among the abominations of the Stygian Bog, across
which I have been compelled to gaze of late, such a foul teaching as this—
that the transference of sin is immoral. Yet is not Scripture full of it? “The
Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Sin was borne by Christ—yes,
actually borne by Him. “He Himself bore our sins in His own body on the
tree.” They may make what they like of it. I am not going to explain or
apologize, but I say without hesitation that the sin of the world was laid
upon Christ—and He bore it—and bore it away! The heaviest thing in the
universe is sin! The earth has been known to open beneath the unbear-
able load of it. Neither angels nor men can stand under the load of sin—it
sinks them lower than the lowest Hell! When sin was laid upon the Lamb
of God, He bore it—but He sweat, as it were, great drops of blood, and He
was exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death. To have borne up the weight
of the world would have been nothing compared with bearing the sin of
the world.

The best of all is, however, that our Lord did not only bear the load, but
He took it away. “He takes away the sin of the world.” The sin which was
laid upon Christ did not remain there! He took it away—it remains no
more. We read in Scripture many things about sin, as that God forgives it,
blots it out, forgets it, casts it into the sea, puts it behind His back and a
great many other expressive figures—but this is, in some respects, the
best of them—He takes it away! Blessed be His name! My Hearer, if you
believe in Jesus, you need not ask, “Where is my sin?” Jesus took it away!
By bearing it, He bore it away. It is gone, gone forever—it is utterly abol-
ished. “The day comes when the sins of Jacob shall be sought for, and
they shall not be found; yes they shall not be, says the Lord.” Our glory is
that by the Sacrifice of Christ upon the Cross, sin was made an end of. He
finished transgressions, made an end of sin and brought in everlasting
righteousness! This is a Gospel worth believing, worth living for, worth dy-
ing for! Let all teaching be accursed that comes in opposition to it! This is
Heaven to a soul whose sins are dragging it down to Hell—sin can be for-
given, for Jesus is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world.” What a sight is this to see! Those eyes can never again be sore that
have once seen sin put away by Jesus!
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V. I must, however, call your attention to another point which is that
JOHN REPRESENTS OUR LORD AS REMOVING SIN CONTINUALLY. “Be-
hold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Behold the
sin of the world as one huge mass and Jesus deals with it as a whole and
takes it away. John does not speak in the past tense nor in the future, but
He speaks in the present—“He takes away the sin of the world.” Our Sav-
ior’s atoning Sacrifice, though it was but once offered, is perpetual in its
effect. He must die at a certain point of time and there were reasons why
His death should have taken place at the particular moment when it did.
Yet time does not enter into the essence of it. The Sacrifice might have
been offered a million years ago and, as the Lamb of God, He would still
take away sin. Or the actual Sacrifice might further have been postponed,
if Infinite Wisdom had so chosen, and yet the Lamb of God would now
have taken away sin.

The date of His death is not the question—His Sacrifice is effectual be-
fore and after the event. Our Savior was the Lamb slain before the founda-
tion of the world, in the purpose, Covenant and thought of God. His Sacri-
fice saved Adam, Noah, Moses, David and all the elect before the name of
Calvary had become illustrious. Before He died, He stood before John the
Baptist as taking away the sin of the world! And now, today, though His
death is a matter of 1800 years ago, He still “takes away the sin of the
world.” In His Person He was always the Sin-Bearer and through His
death He puts sin away forever. By one Sacrifice He has forever put away
sin! His eternal merits forever remain a sweet savor unto the Lord God
and forever remove the foul offense of human transgression. As the Great
Purifier, He continually takes away and will continue to take away the sin
of the world!

Blessed be God, I have, today, a Savior as fresh and full of power as if
He had been crucified this very morning for my sin! He is now as able to
save me as if He were at this hour on the Cross! Those dear wounds of
His, in effect, perpetually bleed—in His case, the print of the nails is the
token of an inexhaustible fountain of merit which is always flowing forth
for the removal of my guilt, eternally efficacious, ceaselessly sin-cleansing.
This is where we rest! It is the most grand fact in the history of all ages
that Jesus takes away the sin of the world. We do not know what hap-
pened before this solar system was created and we do not need to know.
We cannot prophesy what is going to happen when yon sun and moon
and stars shall disappear like transient sparks from the anvil of power.
But there never will be any new fact which can equal this first of the
Truths of God—that the Son of God assumed human nature and, in that
Nature, bore sin and bore it away. This is the Truth to be looked at be-
yond all others—“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world.”

Although I am too weak to preach to you as I desire, I feel great joy for
myself in looking to the Sin-Bearer who has taken away my sin. How I
wish that all of you felt the same! This is the pith and the marrow of my
theology. But you must take the Lamb of God for yourselves—you must
know Him for yourselves—you must believe in Him for yourselves and He
will surely take away that sin which now burdens you. He will take it right
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away, so that it shall never burden you again. He will blot it out—it shall
cease to be! You shall be no more under condemnation, but shall be free
from it forever! God help you to know Jesus, of whom I speak to youl!

VI. The last point is this—JOHN WITNESSED TO THE ALL-
SUFFICIENCY OF THE DIVINE SACRIFICE—“Who takes away the sin of
the world.” No other in all the world can take away sin but the Lamb of
God. There is no sin which He cannot take away. There is no limit to the
value of His great Sacrifice—He takes away the sin of the world. There is
no other sin-bearer, no other atonement, no other satisfaction. No “purga-
tory” in the present nor in the future can take away sin! No supposed re-
medial pains in Hell are possible—neither lapse of years, nor bitterness of
regret can take away sin! Jesus takes away the sin of the world and be-
side Him there is no other!

Mark you, “He takes away the sin of the world’—all manner of sin that
was ever done in the world, by all sorts of men, of all races, in all places!
He removes sins of long duration, of aggravated criminality, of crying hei-
nousness—any sin that can be compassed within the bounds of the
world—Christ takes away! O repenting sinner, though your sins should be
as many as the hairs of your head and each one as black as the midnight
of Tophet, yet Christ takes away each sin! Though you should have cursed
God and slain your fellow men, yet such sin as this comes within the
range of “the sin of the world.” Even as another text puts it, “God so loved
the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” so is this text to be un-
derstood! Jesus so takes away the sin of the world that whoever believes
in Him shall no longer be guilty of sin, but shall be forgiven and be justi-
fied before God!

Do you hear this? There is nothing in this text to shut any man out of
mercy! Behold, I set before you an open door. There is everything in my
text to induce every one of you who is conscious of guilt to come to the
Lord Jesus and accept Him as your Substitute and Sacrifice. Christ shall
take away no man’s sin that does not believe in Him. Christ has so taken
away sin that whoever believes in Him shall live. If you will come, now,
and lay your hand on this Divine Sacrifice, you shall find it All-Sufficient,
whatever the nature of your guilt may be. O delightful Gospel! How sweet
to preach it!

I have done when I have said this. John the Baptist appears to me to
have relieved his mind by the utterance of my text. He was full of weari-
ness because of the scribes and Pharisees, doctors and doubters who had
been warring around him. He had been put on the defensive and had been
harried with innumerable questions. First one and then another—this
question and that question. And now John ends the wordy duel by point-
ing to One whose Presence was joy to his heart! There stands the Savior
and John stops his argument and cries, “There He is! Behold the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world.”

It is to me a supreme joy to turn aside from those who becloud the ev-
erlasting Gospel—to leap out of the midst of controversy and to cry to you
with exultation—Jesus is the Son of God! He is the Sacrifice for sin! He
takes it away! Believe on Him and live! There is more joy in one sermon
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than in years of disputation. Oh, that everyone in this congregation might
believe in Jesus and livel What a refreshment it is to the preacher’s mind
to get to his message at last, to get away from the bamboozlement of those
who confound plain Truth, and to come to matter-of-fact dealing with
eternal salvation. There, let them question and quibble—the blood of Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God, cleanses us from all sin!

With what certainty the Baptist speaks! He does not, for a moment,
hesitate, or speak with cautious reserve. No debate disturbs the founda-
tion of his confidence. Before his eyes he evidently sees the Sin-Bearer
and he bids others see Him as he sees Him. To him no doubt remains, for
he had seen the heavens opened above the head of Jesus—and he had
heard the voice of God, Himself, saying, “This is My beloved Son.” Dear
Friends, the marks which prove our Lord Jesus to be the vicarious Sacri-
fice for sin are as clear to me as ever they were to John the Baptist! I
dogmatize because I feel more than sure as to my Lord’s being the great
Sacrifice for sin! I could not doubt this doctrine if I were to try to do so.
My hope, my joy, my very being hinge on my Lord’s Substitution. This
truth is woven into the warp and woof of my being. Jesus suffered in my
place!

A leader in the religious world tells us that we have not yet obtained a
satisfactory theory of the Atonement. Let him speak for himself! Thou-
sands of us know what we believe and know what Jesus did for us! Where
has the man lived? What comfort in life and death is there for one who
cannot see clearly this first of Truths? I thank God I have a definition of
the Atonement which is to me most clear, sure and full of comfort! Here it
is—“He Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.” I can live by
that and I can die by that. I am sick to death of the ever-repeated cant
about, “theory of the Atonement.” I have no theory, for I believe in the
Atonement, itselfl God keep us steadfast in the faith once delivered to the
saints and our consolation will abound.

And yet, once more, there seems to be a deep anxiety on John’s part in
the words of my text. He says, “Behold the Lamb of God.” And he does so
for the sake of those around him. We do not desire others to believe with
us because we need them to keep us in countenance. John was not a man
cut out of brown paper, in the same shape as thousands of others—he
was an original, self-contained individual. He knew how to see the Lamb
of God for himself, whether other people did or did not see Him. When I
preach to you the doctrine of the vicarious Sacrifice, it is not because | am
unable to believe this Truth, alone. Long ago I ceased to count heads.
Truth is usually in the minority in this evil world. I have faith in the Lord
Jesus for myself, a faith burned into me as with a hot iron. I thank God
what I believe I shall believe, even if I believe it alone! If I am the last man
to glory in the Substitution of the Lord Jesus, I shall count myself hon-
ored to bear His Cross alone.

But there is great love to his fellows in the heart of every man who has
seen the Lord Jesus Christ as bearing sin. That great deed of love makes
the beholder feel that he would have all men look and live. Were you ever
half-starved and did you find bread? Then I know you pitied your famish-
ing brother. Our very instincts lead us to spread the blessing which we

Volume 33 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 11



12 “Behold the Lamb of God” Sermon #1987
have received. Even dogs would do that. A poor dog had his broken leg
healed at the hospital and not many weeks after, he brought another lame
dog to the same house of mercy. We also long to see men come to Christ
because we have had our broken hearts healed by His tender hands. We
love because He first loved us! Brothers and Sisters, I was ready to perish
under a sense of sin! I was all but damned! I felt the wrath of God surging
in my soul like a sea of fire! I found no relief or comfort. Even the Word of
God did not cheer me. They told me of believing in Jesus, but till I learned
that this Jesus was God’s great appointed Sacrifice for sin, I saw nothing
in Him to cheer me. When I learned that He had borne the penalty and
satisfied Justice, then I found out the glorious secret and my conscience
was at rest! Conscience within us reflects, as in a mirror, the facts of the
case as God sees them.

God causes an awakened conscience to require that which His justice
requires. The demand of the conscience is the echo of the demand of the
Divine Government. Conscience requires Atonement because the necessity
of the case and the nature of God require it. When I learned that there
was such an Atonement provided, oh, then I rested most sweetly! I wish
you all did! You that have no atoning sacrifice to plead, how can you bear
the weight of your sins? What will you do with them when the death-damp
is on your brows? You for whom, according to your own creed, no debt
was paid, no penalty endured—how will you answer Justice in her great
and terrible day? Believers look to Jesus as discharging all their debt and
they are not afraid of the day of account! But where will you look? Oh,
what will you do?

Do not remain without faith in Him who stood in the sinner’s place! His
work is exactly what your mind needs, to give it peace. The satisfaction of
Jesus will give your mind satisfaction, but nothing else will. Conscience,
like the horse-leech, cries, “Give, give,” and it will never cease its cravings
till it meets with Christ, whose one full satisfaction will content it forever.
“Behold the Lamb of God.” I shall meet you all in the Day of Judgment
and I tremble not to do so, for I have told you all the Truth of God so far
as I know it. If you reject the Sacrifice for sin, I cannot help it! But, I be-
seech you, receive it and find that the Lamb of God has taken away your
sin! Go in peace. The Lord go with you. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—

Exodus 29:38-46; Isaiah 53; John 1:19-51.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—412, 331, 416.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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THE BAPTIST’S MESSAGE
NO. 2646

A SERMON
INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, OCTOBER 29, 1899.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, JULY 2, 1882.

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
John 1:29.

JOHN was the herald of Christ. He came to bear witness to Him and to
prepare the way for Him. In olden times when kings traveled, they were
accustomed to send heralds before them to announce their coming, and
to prepare the way for them. And I have read that on several occasions
the herald wore such gorgeous apparel—adorned with gold and lace—
that when he went into some of the towns and villages, the people
thought that he must be the king, himself! So they made ready to receive
him with royal honors. When he said, “No, I am not the king, I have
merely come to sound the trumpet and to say that he is coming,” they
wondered what the king, himself, must be like if his herald was so re-
splendent—and it is said that in several instances they refused to receive
the king when he came, for they said, “The man who told us that he was
only your servant was a far finer looking man than you are, and much
more grandly dressed.” So, when the king arrived and they saw that he
was but plainly dressed, as kings usually are when not wearing their
state robes, they would not receive him.

Something like that happens with some of Christ’s heralds, but it did
not occur in the case of John the Baptist. He was not arrayed in soft
raiment or rich apparel. He came straight up from the wilderness clothed
in a garment of camel’s hair and with leather trousers about his loins—
and his food was locusts and wild honey. Nor was there anything at all
about John’s mode of speech which was likely to attract attention to him-
self and make men think less of his Master when He should come. I wish
that all of us, when we go forth as Christ’s heralds, crying, “Behold the
Lamb of God”—and that is our main business here below—would take
care that we were never so grand in our style of thought or language that
when the Master, Himself, comes in all His wondrous simplicity, men
would begin to despise Him because they remembered the fine tones of
His pretended herald! No, let us be simple and plain whenever we have to
speak of Christ and when our King, Himself, comes, let us step back and
get out of sight, that He, alone, may be seen, and that all the people’s
hearts may be won to Him.

I have plunged into the middle of my subject at the very beginning of
my sermon, for that is the theme on which I want to speak to you. First, I
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am going to describe the true messenger, John the Baptist, or anyone
else who is like he. Then, secondly, I hope to talk about the true mes-
sage—“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”
And then, thirdly, I must say a little upon the true reception of this mes-
s?ge, d‘lcelling what they do who really hear and believe the true messenger
of God.

I. First, then, let us think of THE TRUE MESSENGER and, as I know
that there are many here who try to do good by speaking for the Lord to
their fellow men, let this first part of my subject be a lesson in self-
examination—not by way of discouragement, but rather of encourage-
ment, [ hope, to those whom I am addressing. Who are they who will be
acknowledged by Christ, at the Last Great Day, as the true messengers
of God? What are the special characteristics by which they may be
known?

Well, first, the true messenger is one who sees the Lord Jesus for him-
self. “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him.” To be His herald
and witness, John must see Jesus and he must see Jesus coming to
him. Those Prophets who lived a long while before the coming of Christ
were but dim seers compared with John the Baptist. He was like the
morning star which is so near the sun that it is the brightest of the stars.
We see it shining almost like a little sun and then, when the sun rises in
all its brightness, the star disappears. John was “a burning and a shin-
ing light” and all who came before him were, in Christ’s judgment, infe-
rior to him. He said to the multitudes concerning John, “What did you go
out to see? A Prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a Prophet. For
this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send My messenger before
Your face, who shall prepare Your way before You. Verily I say unto you,
Among them that are born of women there has not risen a greater than
John the Baptist.” This was the difference between John and the Proph-
ets—his sight of Christ was clearer than theirs because he was nearer to
Christ. And his view of Christ was brighter, fuller and clearer than that of
all who had gone before.

Yet they were also true witnesses to Christ, according to the light they
had. Our Savior said to the Jews, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see
My day: he saw it and was glad.” And if he had not seen Christ by faith,
he could not have been one of the witnesses who testified beforehand
concerning Him. All the Prophets looked through the haze of the ages
and, by faith, perceived their Lord. And then they wrote of Him and
spoke of Him to the people. The ancient name for a Prophet was a very
instructive one—he was called a seer—and you and I, Beloved, must see
Christ or else we cannot bear witness to Him. As the Prophets saw Christ
by faith and as John actually looked upon Him and then bore witness to
Him, so must you and I see Him. Not with these eyes—that sight is re-
served until the Resurrection—but with the eyes of our spirit, with the
eyes of our mind and heart we must see Jesus before we can rightly
speak of Him.

Are you anxious, my Brother, to go and preach? Have you seen Jesus?
If not, what can you say when people ask you, “What is He like? Who is
He that we should believe in Him?” You must look unto Him before you
can speak of Him and, the more steadfastly you gaze upon Him, His
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work, His offices, His humiliation, His glorification, the better will you be
able to bear your witness concerning Him. You will then speak more
surely and confidently for your God if you can testify concerning that
which your heart knows to be true because you have perceived and en-
joyed it yourself!

Yes, and if you have seen Him in the past, try to see Him, again, and
to be continually “looking unto Jesus.” Let not any of us go and talk to
our Sunday school class, or preach from the pulpit, or write a letter
about our Lord until we have had a fresh glimpse of Him. It is wonderful
how nimbly the pen or the tongue moves when the eye has just feasted
itself upon Christ! The Psalmist said, “My heart is overflowing with a
good theme: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king:
my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.” When you have, yourself, been
with Christ. When you have just come forth from the ivory palaces of
communion and fellowship with the Lord Jesus, all your garments will
smell of myrrh, aloes and cassia! And your words will have some of the
precious savor clinging to them. So again I say that we must see Christ
or else we cannot be witnesses to Him.

And, therefore, let us fix our hearts, our thoughts and our meditations
so completely upon Christ that when we cry to other men, “Behold the
Lamb of God,” it will be because we have just beheld Him ourselves! If a
man who is blind were to stand up in the street and cry, “Behold,” people
would be apt to ask, “What can a poor blind man bid us look at? He can-
not see anything himself.” If you say to the people, “Behold Christ,” yet
all the while your eyes are turned toward yourself and you are wondering
whether you will get through the sermon all right—whether you will have
a fine conclusion at the end and what the congregation will think of it
when you have done—that will be like saying, “Behold!” while you, your-
self, are looking the other way! And other people will look in the same di-
rection! They will be sure to do as you do and not as you say. And if you
do not behold Christ, neither will they! Our inward thought, conviction
and belief must be in strict accordance with our outward speech, or else
we shall misrepresent ourselves—and our message will be poorly deliv-
ered and will fall without power upon our hearers.

I also remind you that we must preach Christ as coming. “Why,” says
one, “He has come!” I know that He has, but He is coming again. It is a
blessed thing that, whereas the Prophets saw Him as coming, they only
differed from us in this respect—that we can look back to His first com-
ing, as they looked forward to it. And we can also look onward to His
coming a second time, “without sin unto salvation—and so we are to
speak of Him as coming. It is grand preaching when the preacher can see
Christ coming, when he can behold the Throne of Judgment set and can
gaze upon the King in His beauty sitting upon it, and see Him reigning
over all, King of Kings and Lord of Lords! It is glorious when he hears the
hallelujahs of the approaching millennial age even while he is preaching
the Gospel of Jesus Christ! “Lo, He comes,” he says, and he sees Him
coming, for he is not like the virgins who had fallen asleep and so did not
watch for the bridegroom’s appearing. Oh, for open eyes, expectant
hearts and earnest tongues to see, and long for, and tell of our coming
Lord! This is the way the faithful witness preaches Him to the people.
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But, next, the true messenger calls upon men to see Jesus. He calls
them away from seeing other things and bids them look, and, “behold the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” God-sent servants do
not say, “Look to the priest! Look to the altar! Look to the sacraments!
Look to yourself—come and confess your sins and I will give you absolu-
tion!” No, no, no, no! Forever and forever NO! They do nothing of that
sort. The priests of Antichrist do that, but the servants of Christ cry,
“Behold the Lamb of God.” Our great difficulty is to get men’s eyes off
themselves, off their works, off their forms and ceremonies, off mere
creed-religion and to get them to look at the living Christ who is still
among us bearing the sin of all who truly seek His face!

O dear Hearers, I know that I am, in this respect, a faithful witness.
Wherever else I fail in my testimony, for my soul’s labor and travail, even
unto anguish, is to get you away from depending even in the slightest
degree upon anything else but what Christ has done! I would not wish
you to have the shadow of a shade of a ghost of a pretense of a confi-
dence anywhere out of Christ! Jesus is the only hope of sinners! Let Him
be A to you, and Z, and all the letters between—the beginning and the
end—and the middle and everything else! Take your eyes off all minis-
ters, all books, all feelings and even all believing! Do not even fix your
gaze on your own faith. You know that the eye cannot see itself. Did you
ever see your own eye? In a mirror, perhaps, you may have done so, but
that was only the reflection of it and you may, in like manner, see the
evidence of your faith, but you cannot look at the faith itself. Faith looks
away from itself to the Object of faith, even to Christ! And this is what
the true witness desires. He will, if he can, keep men from looking any-
where but on his Master!

Some look at their repentance, but if you cannot keep your eyes on
Christ, then away with your repentance! Some are always looking to their
faith, but if there is a faith that hides Christ, away with it! Some need
feelings and right feelings we may wish to have—but as for those feelings
which come between us and Christ, away with them! It is not fit that they
should live. Our one business is to get men away from anything and from
everything, however good it is, that they may look alone to Christ Jesus,
the Lamb of God!

The third mark of a true witness is that he leads his own disciples to
Jesus. It is generally thought to be a good thing to lead another man’s
disciples beyond their master, but it is not always so easy to lead our
own disciples beyond ourselves. The preacher is often conscious that
there are many weak persons who stop short at what he says. To them it
is a great help to faith that their pastor or their minister says such-and-
such. Well, for lame people, we do not object to crutches for a time, but
we always anxiously pray that the faith of these poor cripples may not
stand—at least, for any length of time—in the power of man, but in
Christ alone! I would say to you what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Gala-
tians, though I wish I could say something that would be worthy to be
placed beneath what he said, and so be more suitable for one so much
inferior to him. He says, “Though we, or an angel from Heaven, preach
any other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed.” That is, “Let us, ourselves, be accursed if we ever
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dare to lead you away from Christ. It is an imprecation upon our own
souls if we dare to make ourselves your masters instead of your servants
for Jesus’ sake!”

It was a beautiful trait in the character of John the Baptist that he
was so ready to pass on to Christ his own disciples—he did not want to
keep them merely to swell the number of his own followers, but only kept
them with him until he could point them to his Master. When we try to
win souls, if we find that people have confidence in us and affection for
us, let us use that influence not to attach them to ourselves except with
the earnest desire to pass them on to Christ—that they may become dis-
ciples of the Savior for themselves and grow up from being babes who
have to be nursed to become strong men in Christ Jesus.

One more thing about John the Baptist which is also a characteristic
of the true witness for Christ is that he lost himself in his Master. Without
a single atom of regret he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”
Oh, how grandly he witnessed for Christ by sinking himself until he was
lost in Christ! And my Brother, it must be the same with you—if you
would be a true witness for Christ, you must say that which glorifies
Him, even though it dishonors yourself! Perhaps there is a very learned
man sitting over yonder and the temptation to the preacher is to say
something that shall make him feel that the minister to whom he is lis-
tening is not so 1gnorant as some people suppose. But if there is an
unlearned, simple sinner anywhere in the place, the preacher’s business
is just to chop his words down to that poor man’s condition and let the
learned hearer receive the same message if he will!

Luther said, “When I am preaching, I see Dr. Jonas sitting there, and
Oecolampadius, and Melanchthon and I say to myself, ‘Those learned
doctors know enough already, so I need not trouble about them. I shall
fire at the poor people in the aisles.” That is the way Luther preached
and God richly blessed his ministry because he did it. Though he was a
truly learned man, he was willing to be reckoned as knowing nothing at
all if by that means he could the better serve his Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Dear Brothers and Sisters, when you are serving Christ, do not
also seek to serve yourself in a sneaking kind of way. It is easily done—
under the appearance of glorifying Christ, you may really be extolling
yourself. You may even seek to win souls with the view of having the
credit of doing it—and if you do, you will spoil the whole work! It must
not be so with you. This royal crown must be touched by none but
Christ. You and I cannot really put the crown on His head, though we
may wish to do so. Christ is greater than that monarch who, when the
Pope was about to crown him, took the crown out of his hands and said,
“I won it myself, so I will put it on my own head.” And Christ must crown
Himself! The words we sometimes sing—

“Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all,”

are very good and right, but, after all, Christ is His own Glory and the
Holy Spirit truly glorifies Him. How can we be worthy to put the crown on
His head when we are not worthy to unloose the laces of His shoes! Oh,
what poor things we are! We are not fit to be the dust under His feet!
Glory, glory, glory be unto Him and unto Him alone!
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Thus I think I have said enough about the true messenger. Aim at be-
ing like John the Baptist in these respects, Brothers and Sisters, as God
shall help you.

II. But now, secondly, we are to consider THE TRUE MESSAGE which
is this—“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

In these few words we have the substance of the message to be deliv-
ered by God’s faithful ministers. First, John declared that God had sent
His Son into the world that men might live through Him. He taught that
Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son of God, appointed by Him to redeem
mankind and that He came into the world on purpose that He might save
His people from their sins. Oh, tell this wondrous story! Tell it till every
wave bears onward the message and every wind moves it till all born of
woman have heard the glad tidings that “God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.” All our hopes spring from Christ and Him
crucified! They begin with Him and they end with Him. And whoever be-
lieves on Him has everlasting life! But whoever rejects Him by not believ-
ing Him, there remains no hope for him—he must be lost forever! There
is but one way to Heaven, and that one way is marked by the blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ!

Further, in telling the true message, we must go on to explain that Je-
sus Christ is thus the Savior because He is the one Sacrifice for sin. This
verse reads, in the margin, “Behold the Lamb of God, who bears the sin
of the world.” And in that rendering there is a great Truth of God which
is not to be kept back. Christ Jesus did actually bear the sin of His peo-
ple in His own body on the tree. It was lifted bodily off those whom it
would have crushed forever—and it was laid on Him. He was, indeed, the
great Sin-Bearer—He who knew no sin was made sin for us, “that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” Now here is a point at
which some are always sticking. Robertson, of Brighton, with his mag-
nificent genius, practically taught the Atonement in some such fashion
as Dr. Duncan used to say, that Jesus Christ did something or other
which, in some way or other, in some degree or other, made it possible
for men to be forgiven! That was Robertson’s notion of the Atonement,
but we say not so! We say that He really took the sin of men upon Him-
self and who can read that marvelous 53rd Chapter of Isaiah without see-
ing that this is no figure, no metaphor, but literal Truth of God—*the
Lord has made to meet upon Him the iniquity of us all”l So says the
Prophet. But what says the Apostle? “Who His own Self bore our sins in
His own body on the tree.” And I cannot preach the Gospel without pro-
claiming this great Truth of Christ’s atoning Sacrifice and I do not mean
to try to do so! I know of no way by which sin can be taken off us except
by laying it on Him who was our Surety and our Substitute. And He did
take it and He did bear it—and the true messenger, sent from God, tells
you that—whatever else he may say or may not say.

And he tells you more than that, namely, what the text says in our Au-
thorized Version. “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away”—as well as
takes upon Himself—“the sin of the world.” Oh, blessed word—takes it
away! Where did He take it! I will tell you—“As far as the east is from the
west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” He took the sin
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of all Believers away so completely that it sank into the bottom of the sea!
God has cast it behind His back and it shall not be mentioned against
them any more forever. There is no such thing, now, as the sin of the
saints, for Christ has utterly annihilated it. He came to finish transgres-
sion and to make an end of sins—and if He made an end of them, there
is an end of them—they are gone forever and those who believe in Jesus
are washed white as the driven snow and clothed in His matchless right-
eousness! This is what the true messenger has to tell, that Jesus bore
the sin of His people and that He took it right away. Oh, what joyous
work is ours!

This is to be our message—we are to set Christ forth as the Object of
faith. We are to say to men, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Is that all the
sinner has to do? Yes, behold Him! Never was there another Savior like
Christ Jesus our Lord. The mere looking at Him saves the soul! Whoever
looks to Christ lives by that look and shall live forever. There is not a sin-
ner in Hell who ever looked on Christ with the eyes of faith—and there
never shall be such a soul! And all who are in Heaven entered there sim-
ply through beholding the slain Lamb who takes away the sin of the
world. Would you get there, young man? Then behold the Lamb of God
and you shall get there! There is life in a look at the Lamb of God. Would
you get there, poor sinner, driven and hunted about by the devil? Then
behold the Lamb of God! Do but look out of the corner of your eye, if that
is all that you can do. Look through your blinding tears. Look through
the mists and clouds that surround you. Do but look unto Jesus and, as
every bitten one who looked at the bronze serpent, lived, so every sick
soul that looks to Christ shall live—and live forever!

That is the Gospel, and it is a blessed Gospel to have to preach! And
blessed is the messenger who proclaims boldly and plainly, in the name
of Jesus, saying on Christ’s behalf, “Look unto Him, and be you saved,
all you ends of the earth. Look and live.” May many do so at this very
moment!

III. Now I close by turning to the third head of my discourse which is
THE TRUE RECEPTION OF THE MESSAGE. How can I truly receive this
true message of the true messenger? Well, Brothers and Sisters, if we, by
faith, “behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,” ob-
serve what we shall do.

First, we shall follow Jesus. Read from the 35t verse to the 37th —
“Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. And looking at
Jesus as He walked, he said, Behold the Lamb of God! The two disciples
heard him speak and they followed Jesus.” That is to say, they did be-
hold the Lamb of God and, believing in Him, they followed Him. And if
you have really believed in Christ, you will try to walk in His footprints.
You will call Him Master and Lord. He will be your Leader and Com-
mander and you will willingly follow where He leads and cheerfully do
what He commands. Christ has not come to give you license to sin, but
He has brought you to liberty from sin. Blessed liberty! If you do, indeed,
thus look to Christ, follow Him at once! Become His disciple, do what He
bids you, feeling that it is—

“Yours not to reason why,
Yours not to make reply”
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but just to do as He commands—and believe what He teaches by the
implicit faith which yields itself up entirely to Him. This is the test of real
faith in Jesus, that the man is no more his own master, but takes Jesus
to be his Master and follows wherever He leads.

The next thing that happens with those who give a true reception to
the message is that they want to abide with Christ. The two disciples fol-
lowed Jesus and, “They said unto Him, Master, where do You dwell?’ He
said unto them, “Come and see. They came and saw where He dwelt and
remained with Him that day.” I do not know where He dwelt. I am sure
that it was not a very luxurious mansion and, in later days, he had no-
where to lay His head. But as soon as ever these men had looked to Him
and followed Him, they wanted to live with Him! Oh, that is the highest
joy of a Christian, to live with Christ! A look of faith saves the soul be-
cause it is the beginning of a life of living with Christ forever and ever! I
am afraid that some of God’s people fail to realize this blessed living with
Christ. They get a little joy and they seem very pleased with it, but in a
little time they lose it. Why is that? Because they rejoiced merely in their
own joy and when a man does that, he will soon lose it. It is as old Mas-
ter Brooks says, “If a loving husband were to give his wife earrings,
bracelets, jewels and then, instead of loving him for his gifts, she began
to be in love with his presents and cared little for him, he would be in-
clined to take them away from her so as to have all her love for himself.”

And surely it is so with Christ. He puts the earring of holy joy in His
bride’s ears and she begins to say, “Oh, how joyful I am!” No, no, do not
talk like that! I heard one, the other day, bragging about his own holi-
ness and I thought to myself, “That holiness which talks about itself is
an unholy holiness.” Do you think that holiness is a thing to be pro-
claimed about the streets, or set up for a show? Oh, no! As I think of the
thrice-holy God, I lay my face in the very dust before Him. O Brothers
and Sisters, true holiness is something very different from this tinsel
stuff that men, in these days, boast about as they beat their drums! True
holiness beats on its breast and gets away into its place of secret com-
munion—and if it has any beauties, it shows them only to the Lord in se-
cret, with many a blush and many a lament that it is not much more
nearly what it ought to be. O Beloved, may God grant us Grace to follow
Jesus and to live with Jesus!

I said that some of God’s people do not seem to understand this living
with Jesus, but why should not we? Why need we have doubts and
fears? Why need we get away from Christ? Had we but the faith He de-
serves and believed in Him as He ought to be believed in, we might go
from joy to joy and so ascend to Heaven as on a ladder of light! God give
us t}lllis Grace of living with Christ! It is to be had by those who seek it
aright.

Then, lastly, the proof which these people, who had seen Christ and
followed Him, gave that they had really found Him was that they went
and tried to bring others to Him. They said to their kinsfolk and acquaint-
ances, “We have found the Messiah!” “We have found Jesus!” Ah, you
have never truly found Jesus if you do not tell others about Him! You
know how children act—we ought to be children in all things before God.
If a little child, in its rambles, were to find honey and its brothers and
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sisters were all around, I feel certain that it would give such a cry after it
had first sucked its own fingers, that all of them would soon be plunging
their hands into the honey, too! You have never tasted its sweetness if it
has not made you cry, “Come here! Was there ever such joy as this? Was
there ever such delight, such rapture as this?” It is the instinct of true
children of God to desire to fetch others in to taste and see that the Lord
is good—to share the unspeakable bliss which is already their own!

Many of you are coming to the Lord’s Table. As you come to it, | would
whisper in your ear, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world!” Never mind that bread and wine unless you can use them as
poor old folks often use their spectacles. What do they use them for? To
look at? No, to look through them. So, use the bread and wine as a pair of
spectacles—look through them and do not be satisfied until you can say,
“Yes, yes, I can see the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” Then shall the Communion be really what it ought to be to you.
God make it so, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
JOHN 1:19-51; MATTHEW 4:12-24.

John 1:19, 20. And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who are you? And he con-
fessed, and denied not, but confessed, I am not the Christ. “I am not the
One anointed of God to save mankind.”

21. And they asked him, Who then? Are you Elijjah? “Are you Elijah
come back to earth?”

21. And he said, I am not. For, though indeed he was the true spiritual
Elijah who was to come as the forerunner of the Messiah, yet, in the
sense in which they asked the question, the only truthful answer was, “I
am not.”

21. Are you that Prophet? The long-expected prophet foretold by
Moses?

21-23. And he answered, No. Then they said unto him, Who are you,
that we may give an answer to them that sent us? What do you say of
yourself? He said, I am the voice. That is all. A voice and nothing more.
John did not profess to be the Word—he was only the voice which vocal-
ized that Word and made it audible to human ears. He came to bear wit-
ness to the Christ, but he was not, himself, the Christ. “I am the voice”

23-27. Of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the
Lord, as said the Prophet Isaiah. And they which were sent were of the
Pharisees. and they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptize you then,
if you are not that Christ, nor Elijah, neither that Prophet? John answered
them, saying, I baptize with water: but there stands One among you,
whom you know not; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe laces I am not worthy to unloose. How wisely does God always
choose and fashion His servants! John is evidently just the man for his
place—he bears testimony to Christ very clearly. He earnestly turns away
all attention from himself to his Master and he has such a reverent es-
teem for Him of whom he is the herald that he puts all honor and glory
upon Him.
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28-30. These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where
John was baptizing, The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him,
and said, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
This is He of whom I said, after me comes a Man which is preferred before
me: for He was before me. You know, dear Friends, that Christ existed
from all eternity, so, in very truth, He was before John. You know, too,
the glory and the excellency of our Divine Master, so that, in another
sen;e, He was and is before John and all other creatures whom He has
made.

31-34. And I knew Him not: but that He should be made manifest to Is-
rael, therefore am I come baptizing with water. And John bore record, say-
ing, I saw the Spirit descending from Heaven like a dove, and it abode
upon Him. And I knew Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water,
the same said unto me, Upon whom you shall see the Spirit descending,
and remaining on Him, the same is He which baptizes with the Holy Spirit.
And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. The secret sign of
the descent of the Spirit, in dove-like form, upon our Lord, was given to
John. And as soon as he saw it, he knew for sure that Jesus was the
Sent One, the Messiah, and that he must point Him out to the people.

35, 36. Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. And
looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, Behold the Lamb of God! This was
the same text from which he had preached the day before and it was the
same sermon, somewhat shortened. So should it be with us—

“His only righteousness I show,
His saving truth proclaim

‘Tis all my business here below
To cry, ‘Behold the Lamb!’”

37. The two disciples heard him speak and they followed Jesus. Thus
John was losing his own disciples. By his testimony to the Truth of God,
he was sending them to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. And he did it well
and gracefully. There are many who would find it a hard task to reduce
the number of their disciples, but it was not so with John.

38-46. Then Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them,
What do you seek? They said unto Him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being in-
terpreted, Master) where do You dwell? He said unto them, Come and see.
They came and saw where He dwelt, and remained with Him that day
(now it was about the tenth hour). One of the two which heard John speak,
and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his
own brother, Simon, and said unto him, We have found the Messiah,
(which is, being interpreted, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. And
when Jesus beheld him, He said, You are Simon the son of Jonah: you
shall be called Cephas, (which is by interpretation, A Stone). The following
day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and found Philip, and said unto him,
Follow me. Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
Philip found Nathanael, and said unto him, We have found Him of whom
Moses in the Law, and the Prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son
of Joseph. And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come
out of Nazareth? Philip said unto him, Come and see. It was all a seeing
Gospel. John said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” Then Jesus said, “Come
and see.” And now Philip says the same. Faith is that blessed sight by
which we discern the Savior! Whoever looks to Christ by faith shall live!
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47. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him and said of him, Behold an Is-
raelite, indeed, in whom is no guile! “There is no craft or deception in this
man, as there was in Jacob; he is a true Israelite, like Israel at his best.”

48. Nathanael said unto Him, How do You know me? Jesus answered
and said unto him, Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig
tree, I saw you. What Nathanael had been doing there, we do not know.
Probably he had been meditating, or he may have been engaged in
prayer. But this announcement was proof to Nathanael that Jesus could
see all things and read men’s hearts—and know what they were doing in
their chosen retreats. “When you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
Christ knows all of you who came in here tonight, in a prayerful spirit,
seeking Him! And whenever men are seeking Him, you can be sure that
He is also seeking them!

49. Nathanael answered and said unto Him, Rabbi, You are the Son of
God; You are the King of Israel. “You saw what I was doing in secret and
by that token I perceive that You are God’s own Son.”

50. Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto you, I saw
you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than
these. Those who are ready to believe Christ, on what may be thought to
be slender evidence, shall “see greater things than these.” “Blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” They shall gaze upon a
wonderful sight, by-and-by!

51. And He said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter you
shall see Heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man. “You are a true Israelite, and you shall have Israel’s
vision. You shall see the same sight as your father, Jacob, saw when he
fell asleep with a stone for his pillow! Only your vision shall be far
grander than his.” Christ always knows how to meet the needs of our
hearts and to give us something in accordance with our own expressions,
and to make His answers fit our requests—only He always far exceeds all
that we ask or even think, blessed be His holy name!

Matthew 4:12. Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into
prison, He departed into Galilee. Notice that there were at that time only
two great ministers of God, John the Baptist, he must go to prison and to
death—Jesus, the Son of God, He must go to the desert to be tempted of
the devil. If any Christians escape temptation, they will not be the lead-
ers of the hosts of God! Those who stand in the van must bear the brunt
of the battle. Oh, that all who are called to such responsible positions
might be as prepared to occupy them as John was and as Jesus was!

13-16. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which
is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali: that it might
he fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the Prophet, saying, The land of
Zebulun, and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles; the people which eat in darkness saw great light;
and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung
up. Oh, the tender mercy of our God! Where the darkness is the deepest,
there the Light of God shines the brightest! Christ selects such dark re-
gions as Naphtali and Zebulun that He may dwell there and shine in all
His Glory.
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17. From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, Repent: for the
kingdom of Heaven is at hand. He was not afraid to give an earnest ex-
hortation to sinners and to bid men repent. He knew better than we do
the inability of men concerning all that is good, yet He bade them repent!

18-23. And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brothers,
Simon, called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for
they were fishers. And He said unto them, Follow Me and I will make you
fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets and followed Him. And
going on from there, He saw two more brothers, James the son of Zebedee,
and John, his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their
nets. And He called them. And they immediately left the ship and their fa-
ther, and followed Him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, and healing all
manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 1 like
those words, “all manner™—that is, Christ met every kind and every sort
of sickness and disease. Perhaps you, dear Friend, are afflicted in your
soul after a very peculiar fashion. Yes, but this great Physician heals all
manner of diseases! None are excluded from the list of patients whom He
can cure! Twice the words, “all manner,” are used—“Healing all manner
of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.”

24. And His fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto Him
all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and
those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatics
and those that had the palsy; and He healed them. Our Lord Jesus lived
as in a hospital while He was on earth! Wherever He went, the sins and
sorrows of men were all open before His sympathetic gaze. But oh, what
joy it must have been to Him to be able to deal so well with them alll Am
[ addressing any who are sick in soul? Our Master is used to cases just
like yours! Your malady is not new to Him. He has healed many like
you—of all that were brought to Him, it is written, “He healed them.” Lie
before Him, now, in all your sin and misery, and breathe the prayer, “Son
of David, have mercy on me,” and He will surely hear you and heal you,
for He delights to bless and save all who trust Him!

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN ROOK”—492, 331, 276.
—Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON TO BRING MANY
TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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“THE LAMB OF GOD”
NO. 3222

A SERMON
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DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 20, 1870.

“Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world.”
John 1:29.

[Two other Sermons by Mr. Spurgeon upon the same text are #1987, Volume 33—
“BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD” and #2646, Volume 45—
THE BAPTIST’S MESSAGE—Read /download both sermons, free of charge, at
http:/ /www.spurgeongems.org.]

BEFORE we plunge into our main subject, it is necessary to notice
what is implied in our text, which is that “the world” was lost through sin
and that all mankind had become guilty before God. You, therefore, my
dear Hearer, are one of those who are thus guilty. Though you may never
have broken the laws of your country, nor even the rules of propriety.
Though you may be both amiable and admirable in your general deport-
ment, yet, for all this, as “there is none righteous, no, not one,” you, also,
are included among the unrighteous! It matters not what religious pro-
fessions you may have made, or what outward forms of godliness you
may have observed—unless you have a better righteousness than your
own, you are a lost sinner! I believe there is now present a Brother who,
when he was first convicted of sin, tried hard to make himself a better
man under the mistaken idea that this was the way of salvation. And
when, one Sabbath night, he heard me say that all the reforms you could
ever make upon your old nature would be useless as to the matter of sal-
vation, but that, “you must be born-again,” he felt very angry and made a
vow that he would never be found listening to me again! Yet here he is,
rejoicing that the Lord has taught him to see himself as a lost, ruined
sinner and to put his heart’s trust in Jesus Christ, the sinner’s Savior!

It is very likely that if I had time to explain to you, my Hearer, the full-
ness of your sin and the utter ruin of your natural state, you, also, would
grow angry. You would have no cause to be angry, for all that I could say
would fall far short of the truth about your real condition in the sight of
God! And it is most solemnly important for you to know that however
high you may stand in the ranks of merely moral men, you are a lost
soul and a condemned soul, as long as you remain without living faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ! If you are angry with the minister of the Gospel
who tells you this Truth of God, you are as foolish as a certain Brahmin
whom I have heard of. His religion consisted chiefly in not eating any an-
imal food or destroying any kind of life. The missionary told him that it
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was impossible for him to carry out such a “religion” as that, “for,” he
said, “in every drop of water that you drink, you swallow thousands of
animals and so destroy vast quantities of animal life.” Then he put a drop
of water out of the cup from which the Brahmin had been drinking, un-
der his microscope and so convinced him of the truth of what he had
said. When the Brahmin saw the creatures moving in the water, instead
of abandoning his false theory, he grew very angry and dashed the mi-
croscope upon the ground! He was not angry, you see, with the fact, but
with that which revealed the fact! Like the lazy housemaid who said she
was quite sure that she always kept the rooms clean but, it was the nas-
ty sun that would shine in and make everything look so dusty! The fault
is not in the Gospel which we preach—so you should not be angry with
it, or with us—the fault is in yourselves, in your own hearts and lives,
and if you do not like to be told the truth about sin, it is a sure sign that
your heart is not right in the sight of God! It is still true that “everyone
that does evil hates the light, neither comes to the light, lest his deeds
should be reproved.”

Well then, with that Truth of God taken for granted—that you, whom I
am now addressing, have sinned and are, therefore, under God’s con-
demnation unless you are trusting in Christ—we now come directly to
our text. We shall take it not merely as though John the Baptist were
speaking it, but as we may now use it from our point of view. It appears
to me to be the whole Gospel in a very brief form. You may sometimes
write much in a very few words and here you have an epitome of the
whole Gospel of God in these few syllables—“Behold the Lamb of God,
which takes away the sin of the world.” I am going to ask and try to an-
swer three questions. First, what is to be beheld? Secondly, what is to be
done? And thirdly, why should we do this?

I. First, then WHAT IS TO BE BEHELD?

The text mentions a Lamb, by which is meant a sacrifice. Under the
Jewish Law, those who had offended brought sacrifices and offered them
to God. These sacrifices were representations of our Lord Jesus Christ
who is, “the Lamb of God.” Listen, my dear Hearer, and I will tell you the
Gospel in a few sentences. As God is just, it is inevitable that sin should
be punished. If He would pardon you, how can this be righteously ac-
complished? Only thus—Jesus Christ, His Son, came to earth and stood
in the place of all those who believe on Him and God accepted Him as the
substitutionary Sacrifice for all those who put their trust in Him. Under
the Jewish Law, the lamb was put to death that the man might not be
put to death and, in like manner, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, suf-
fered the pangs of death by crucifixion and the greater agony of the
wrath of God that we might not suffer the pangs of Hell and the eternal
wrath which is due to sin. There is no other way of salvation under Hea-
ven but this! God cannot relax His Justice and He will by no means clear
the guilty. But He laid upon Christ the full punishment that was due to
sin and smote Him as though He had been the actual offender, and now,
turning round to you, He tells you that if you trust in Jesus, the merits
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of His great atoning Sacrifice shall be imputed to you and you shall live
forever in Glory because Jesus died upon the Cross of Calvary. If any of
you would have your sins forgiven, and so enjoy peace with God, you
must look by faith to that Sacrifice which was offered upon Calvary and
keep your eyes of faith fixed there—and sooner or later you will certainly
receive the blessings of peace into your souls!

But the text not only mentions a Lamb, it says, “Behold the Lamb of
God,” and I draw your special attention to that expression. It is not mere-
ly a Sacrifice to which you are to look, but the Sacrifice that God has ap-
pointed and ordained to be the one and only Sacrifice for sin! This is an
all-important point. “The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all...It
pleased the Lord to bruise Him, He has put Him to grief.” If Christ had
not been sent of God to be the Savior of sinners, our faith would have
had no firm foundation to rest upon. But as God Himself has set forth
Christ to be the Propitiation for human guilt, then He cannot reject the
sinner who accepts that Propitiation! I need not raise any questions as to
whether Christ’s Atonement is sufficient, for God says that it is and as
He is satisfied with the Sacrifice offered by His only-begotten and well-
beloved Son, surely the most troubled conscience may be equally satis-
fied with it! Your offense, my Friend, was committed against God. If,
then, God is content with what Christ has done on your behalf, and so is
willing to pardon you, surely you need not enquire any further, but with
gratitude you should at once accept the reconciliation which Christ has
made! It is “the Lamb of God” whom I have to bid you, “behold.” It is Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God, who died on Calvary, “the Just for the un-
just, that He might bring us to God.” It was God who appointed Him to
die as the Substitute for sinners. It was God who accepted this Sacrifice
when He died and now, Jehovah, Himself, speaking from His Throne of
Glory, says to the sinner, “Believe on My Son whom I have set forth as
the Propitiation for human sin. Trust in Him and you shall be eternally
saved.”

Still further, to bring out the full force of the text, notice the next
words, “Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world.”
When Jesus Christ was put into our place, our sin was laid upon Him
and sin, like anything else, cannot be in two places at one time. If, then,
I, being a Believer in Jesus, know that all my sin was laid upon Christ, it
necessarily follows that [ have no sin left upon me! It has become Christ’s
burden. He has taken it away from me. “Yes,” you say, “but then the sin
is still on Christ.” Ah, but my Hearers, if our Lord Jesus Christ, “Himself
bore our sins in His own body up on the tree,” He there endured all the
punishment that was due to us, or an equivalent for it, and those sins
were by that means put away—that is to say, they ceased to be—so they
do not exist any longer! All my indebtedness to God was transferred to
Christ and He paid all my debts! Then where are my debts now? Why,
there are none! They are all gone forever. This is what Christ does for
everyone who truly trusts in Him—He takes that man’s sins absolutely
out of existence so that they cease to be! Christ has accomplished the
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great work described to Daniel by the angel Gabriel—He has finished the
transgression, made an end of sins—what a strong expression that is!—
made reconciliation for iniquity and brought in everlasting righteousness!
How gloriously He has put sin right away for all who believe in Him! “As
far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgres-
sions from us.” Of all sinners in the whole world who believe in Jesus
Christ, it may be truly said that all their sins are gone past all recall—
God has cast them into the depths of the Red Sea of the Savior’s blood
and they shall not be remembered against them any more forever! It is
thus that the Lamb of God takes or bears away sin!

But whose sin does He take away? The text says, “the sin of the
world.” By this expression I believe is intended the sin not only of the
Jews, but of Jews and Gentiles, alike—the sin not only of a few sinners,
but of all sinners in the whole world who come to Jesus and put their
trust in Him! He has so taken away “the sin of the world” that every sin-
ner in the world who will come to Him and trust in Him, shall have all
his sins put away forever! Whether he is Greek or Jew, circumcised or
uncircumcised, Barbarian or Scythian, bond or free, if he truly believes
in Jesus, it is certain that Christ took all his sins away. Whether he was
born 1800 years ago, or whether he shall be born in the ages that are yet
to come, does not make any difference to this fact—Christ has borne his
sins if he trusts in Jesus as his own Savior. This is the sign and token by
which he may assuredly know that he has a saving and eternal interest
in the precious blood of Jesus—“He that believes on Him is not con-
demned.” The gate of Divine Grace is set very wide open in our text—if it
were not, some poor sinners would be afraid to enter! “Oh,” asks one, “is
this mercy for me? Is it for me?” Well, Friend, I will ask you a question—
will you trust Christ? Will you come to Him this very moment and take
the mercy that He freely presents to all who will accept it? If so, I am
sure that it is yours—as sure as [ am that it is mine!

Possibly someone has come in here tonight hoping to hear something
new, but I have nothing new to tell, nor do I wish ever to have anything
more new than this—“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
Or this, “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
When Dr. Judson went home to America from Burma, there was a large
congregation gathered together and they requested the returned missio-
nary, the veteran of so many years of service, to address the assembly.
He stood up and simply told the story that I have again told you to-
night—the story of Christ suffering in the place of sinners and of Christ
saving all who trust Him. Then he sat down and one who sat next to him
said to him, “I am afraid the friends are rather disappointed—they ex-
pected to hear something interesting from you.” He said, “I have spoken
to them to the best of my ability upon the most interesting subject in the
whole world! What could I have done better than that?” “Yes,” said the
other, “but after having been so long abroad, they thought that you
would tell them some interesting story. They did not think you would
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come all the way from Burma just to tell them only that.” The missionary
then rose and said, “I should like to go home feeling that although I have
come all the way from Burma, I do not know anything that I can tell you
that I think is half as good for you to hear, or half as interesting, as the
story of the love of Christ in dying to save sinners.”

The good doctor was right and I feel just as he did—that there is noth-
ing so interesting as the story of the Cross! You need to hear it, you who
are already saved. And you need to hear it, you who are not yet saved!
You must hear it, for there is no hope of salvation for you except as faith
shall come to you by hearing—and especially hearing that portion of the
Word of God which deals most closely with the Cross of Christ!

One night, a dissolving-view lecture upon the Holy Land was being
given and, as the audience, sitting in darkness, looked at a picture of Je-
rusalem, they were startled by a voice asking, “Where is Calvary?” Ah,
and that is the question that many of you need to ask—“Where is Cal-
vary?” There must you turn your eyes where, between the two thieves,
your Savior died. If you really look to Him as He dies there for guilty sin-
ners, you are saved! And then whatever else you do not know, you know
enough to save you, for you are wise unto eternal life! May the Lord gra-
ciously make you thus wise through the effectual working of His ever-
blessed Spirit! So then, God in human flesh, the Divinely-appointed Sa-
crifice for human guilt, “the Lamb of God,” is what you are bid, in our
text, to “behold.”

II. But now, secondly, WHAT ARE WE TO DO?

How are we to have a part and lot in that great Sacrifice which Christ
offered on Calvary? The answer of the text is, “Behold”™—that is, look to
“the Lamb of God.”—

“There is life in a look at the Crucified One!”
“Behold the Lamb of God” means believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, trust
in Him as your Savior, accept God’s Revelation concerning Him and rely
upon Him to save you. This is the way of salvation!

Notice how opposed this is to the idea that we are critically to under-
stand the Doctrines of the Gospel before we can be saved. How many per-
sons there are who want to know this and to understand that! They come
to us and say, “Here are two texts that do not seem, to us, to square with
one another, and there are those two Doctrines of Divine Sovereignty and
Human Responsibility which do not appear to be consistent with each
other. Must we understand all the mysteries before we can be saved?” O
foolish people! They remind me of one who is shipwrecked and who, as
the lifeboat comes up to the sinking ship, or to the spar upon which he is
floating, says to the captain, “Before I can get on board that lifeboat, I
want to know the exact number of planks there are in it. And I really do
not think that knowing that would content me—I would also like to know
how many rivets and bolts there are in the boat. And I also need to know
what is the theory of the operation of the oars upon the waves and how it
is that boats are propelled.” If a man ever did talk thus, [ am pretty sure
that the captain of the lifeboat would exclaim, “What a fool that man is!
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He is in danger of drowning, yet he talks like this! Come into the boat at
once, or we must leave you to perish!” And I also feel that you uncon-
verted sinners have no business to set yourselves up as critics of the
Word of God! There is something much simpler than that for you to do—
and the text bids you do it—“Behold the Lamb of God.” Do not sit down
to manufacture difficulties—“believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you
shall be saved.” There are various ways of using a piece of bread. One
man may take it and employ it in rubbing out the pencil marks which he
has made upon a sheet of paper. Another man may take it to an analyst
and ask him to see how much alum the baker may have put into it. But
the really hungry man—the one who gets the most good out of the piece
of bread—eats it! And that is what I recommend you to do with the Gos-
pel—not begin to turn it about this way and that, not ask all manner of
questions concerning it—but feed upon it! And the way to feed upon it is
to accept it, believe it and especially to put your trust in Jesus Christ,
who is the very Essence of the Gospel!

“Behold the Lamb of God,” says the text—then that command is op-
posed to the question that troubles so many—uwhether they are elect or not!
That is like wanting to read Hebrew before one has learned to speak Eng-
lish! Such people are not content to learn the A B C, the elements, the
rudiments of the Gospel, first—they first want to know the Gospel’s clas-
sics, or mathematics, or metaphysics—but that cannot be! During the
recent hard frosts I have struck up an acquaintance with a little friend
who, I am afraid, may desert me, by-and-by, but our friendship has been
exceedingly pleasant to each of us thus far. On the little balcony outside
my study windows, I observed a robin frequently coming, so I took an
opportunity, one morning, to put some crumbs there and I have done the
same thing every morning since. And my little feathered friend comes
close up to the window frame and picks up the crumbs. And I do not
perceive that he has any difficulty about whether the crumbs were laid
there for him, or whether I had any electing love towards him in my
heart. There were the crumbs—he needed them and he picked them up
and ate them! And I can tell you that in doing so, he exactly fulfilled my
purpose in putting the crumbs there! I thought that he acted very wisely
and I think that if a poor sinner wants mercy—and he sees that there is
mercy to be had—he had better not pause to ask, “Did God decree me to
have it?” But go on and take it and he will then find that in doing so, he
is fulfilling God’s decree! My little robin friend is very wise in his way, for
he has called a friend of his to join him at the feast on the balcony. How
he did it, I do not know, but he managed to tell a blackbird all about the
crumbs—and he brought him last Friday morning to see them for him-
self. The blackbird was rather shy at first, and stood for a while on the
iron bar of the balcony. But after looking in at the study window, he
happened down and neither he nor the robin asked whether it was my
purpose that the blackbird should have any of the crumbs! But there
were the crumbs and they were both hungry, so they came and fed to-
gether. So, if any of you find Jesus Christ for yourselves and you know
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some poor soul who needs Him, do not begin asking whether it is God’s
purpose or decree that he, also, should find the Savior—go and invite
him to come to Jesus and then both of you come to the Savior together—
and then, just as the robin and blackbird exactly fulfilled my purpose in
throwing out the crumbs, so, when you and your friend come to Christ,
you will rejoice to find that you have, both of you, fulfilled the eternal
purpose of the Divine Decree of the great heart of God! It is not your
business to look into the book of God’s secret purposes, but to look to
Christ, or, as our text puts it, to, “behold the Lamb of God, which takes
away the sin of the world.”

Ah, but this beholding of the Lamb of God is a thing to which men
cannot readily be brought! I know many whose consciences are truly
awakened and who see themselves as sinners in the sight of God, but in-
stead of beholding the Lamb of God, they are continually beholding
themselves! I do not think that they have any confidence in their own
righteousness, but they are afraid that they do not feel their guilt as
much as they ought. They think that they are not yet sufficiently awa-
kened, sufficiently humbled, sufficiently penitent and so on, and thus
they fix their eyes upon themselves in the hope of getting peace with God!
Suppose that yesterday or the day before, you had felt very cold and,
therefore, you had gone outside your house and fixed your gaze upon the
ice and the snow—do you think that sight would have warmed you? Now
you know you would have been getting colder all the time! Suppose you
are very poor and you studiously fix your mind’s eye upon your empty
pocket—do you think that will enrich you? Or imagine that you have had
an accident and that one of your bones is broken—if you think very se-
riously of that broken bone, do you think that your consideration will
mend it? Yet some sinners seem to imagine that salvation can come to
them through their consideration of their lost and ruined condition! My
dear unconverted Hearers, you are lost whether you know it or not! Take
that fact for granted. If you would be saved, look not at yourselves, but
“behold the Lamb of God.” He has been sent by His Father to be the Sa-
vior of sinners and it is by trust in Him that peace and pardon will come
to you! I pray you not to suppose, for a single moment that your repen-
tance, your tears, or your softened heart can prepare you for Christ! Do
not come to Christ because you have a tender heart, but come to Christ
to get a tender heart! Do not come to Him because you are fit to come,
but because you need to be made fit! And remember that—

“All the fitness He requires
Is to feel your need of Him.
This He gives you —
‘Tis the Spirit’s rising beam!”
Give up looking at yourself and “behold the Lamb of God.”

Let me also, dear Friend, warn you against the notion that your prayers
can save you apart from beholding Christ. I believe that it is both the duty
and the privilege of every living soul to pray—but that the first command
to a sinner is to pray, I deny! There first command is, “Believe on the
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Lord Jesus Christ.” And when you have done that, you will soon get to
praying. I think it is stated in McCheyne’s life, that after an earnest ser-
mon, he found a man under deep concern of soul. And after saying a
word or two to him, he said, “I cannot stay longer with you, myself, but
there is one of my elders who will pray with you.” The elder did so and he
prayed in so fervent a fashion that it was remarked that he seemed to be
like Jacob wrestling with the Angel until he prevailed. The man after-
wards came to see Mr. McCheyne and said to him, “I am very thankful
that I was at your Church that night. I feel very happy and I believe I am
saved.” “Well,” said McCheyne, “what makes you feel so happy?” “Oh,” he
said, “I have great faith in that good man’s prayers.” McCheyne at once
said, “My Friend, I am afraid that good man’s prayers will ruin you! If
that is where you are putting your confidence, you are utterly mistaken.”
He was quite right. And your own prayers will be just such an obstacle in
your way if you trust to them instead of trusting to Christ! “I know I
pray,” says one, “and I am very earnest in prayer.” Well, I am glad of that
as far as it goes, but if you have not something better to trust to than
your own prayers, your prayers will ruin you— for the look of faith is not
to be given to prayer, but to Christ! Our text says, “Behold the Lamb of
God.” T have told you what that means—look by faith to the Sacrifice that
Christ made for sinners on the Cross at Calvary—but if you look to any-
thing else for salvation, you will not find it! Even your prayers, apart
from faith in Christ, will not save you from everlasting destruction! O
Sinner, get away from everything else and come to Christ—
“None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good!”

This great Truth of God, that believing is the Divinely-appointed

means of salvation, may be illustrated by the old story of the children of

Israel and the serpent of brass. [Other Sermons by Mr. Spurgeon upon this subject, are
as follows—#153, Volume 3—THE MYSTERIES OF THE BRONZE SERPENT; #285, Volume 5—MAN’S
RUIN AND GOD’S REMEDY and #1500, Volume 25—NUMBER 1500—OR, LIFTING UP THE BRONZE

SERPENT—Read /download all these sermons, free of charge, at http://www.spurgeongems.org.| You
have heard it scores of times, yet I beg you to listen to it once more!
When the people were bitten by the fiery serpents in the wilderness, they
were commanded to look at the serpent of brass that was lifted upon a
pole—and whoever looked, lived. They had nothing to do but look! Moses
lifted up the serpent and pointed to it and cried, “Look! Look! Look! And
be healed.” Possibly there were some who said they were bitten too badly
to look. Well, if they could not or did not look, they would die. They might
think it was a proof of their humility to say, “We are too sick to be
cured,” but if they did so, they would die whether they were humble or
not! O my Hearer, do not be lost through a mock humility which is really
abominable pride! You are not too great a sinner to be saved! I will ven-
ture to say that you will dishonor Christ if you ever think such a thing!
So let not that sinful thought destroy you!

There may have been others who said, “We shall not look to the bronze
serpent for we have only got a mere scratch—it will soon be gone.” But
you know a poison scratch means death and if your sin were only a
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scratch (it is much more than that) it would mean eternal damnation for
you! So look to Jesus, I implore you, just as you are! Look now! Look and
live!

Perhaps there was one who said, “My father had a famous recipe for
serpent bites. It was given to him by a celebrated doctor in Egypt, so we
will mix up the proper ingredients and so get cured.” Well, if any who
were bitten were to act and speak like that, they would all die—the dead-
ly venom would certainly destroy them, whatever ointments they might
use! A look at the bronze serpent gave life, but the refusal to look
brought death.

There may have been some fine gentlemen there who had imbibed
skeptical notions during their life in Egypt. They were so clever that they
thought they knew a great deal more than the Lord’s servant to whom
God had specially revealed the only effectual remedy, so they turned on
their heels and said, “Such a remedy as this is utterly ridiculous! It is not
according to the laws of physics that the mere looking at a piece of brass
can heal people of the bites of snakes!” So they perished. Notwithstand-
ing all their learning and wit, notwithstanding their jeers at the Divinely-
appointed remedy, they perished. And nobody in the whole camp was
healed except those who were simple enough and wise enough to take
God at His word. Then, though they were terribly bitten, though their
blood was set on fire by the poison and though some of them were in a
truly desperate state—when they just looked at the bronze serpent—in a
moment their blood again flowed healthily through their veins and their
strength returned to them in all its former vigor! And, dear Friends, there
shall be no soul saved in the whole world except by looking to the cruci-
fied Christ of Calvary! All trust in christening, (or even in Baptism), in
confirmation, in sacraments, in ceremonies, in priests, popes and rel-
ics—are all lies—but as long as God’s Word remains true, he who looks
by faith to Christ, alone, must and shall be eternally saved! Oh, how can
[ utter this Truth of God so as to make it plainer, or how shall I plead
with you so as to bring you all to trust in Christ? I cannot do this, but I
pray the Holy Spirit to do it, for He can—and then you will believe in Je-
sus and so receive everlasting life!

III. I must not detain you longer, as our time has fled. Otherwise I was
to have answered a third question, WHY SHOULD WE THUS LOOK?

The answer would have been that God has appointed this as the only
way of salvation, that those who obey the command of the text will obtain
immediate salvation and that, being saved, they shall have joy and peace
in believing! But you who neglect or refuse to “behold the Lamb of God”
must, without doubt, everlastingly perish! Of His infinite mercy, may God
graciously grant that none whom I am now addressing may refuse to be-
lieve in Jesus, but may everyone look to Him and live—live now, and live
forever!

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
JOHN 1:1-34.
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Verse 1. In the beginning was the Word. Christ the Word has existed
from all eternity! He is the Eternal Son of the Eternal Father. He is really
what Melchisedec was metaphorically, “having neither beginning of days,
nor end of life.” “In the beginning was the Word.”

1. And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The Word was
as truly God as the Father was God, and as the Spirit was God. “These
Three are One,” and have always been One. “Very God of very God” is
that Jesus whom we trust, love and adore!

2-5. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by
Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was
life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in darkness;
and the darkness comprehended it not. The light of Christ shone many
times amid the darkness that enshrouded the world before His coming to
live here in the flesh, yet comparatively few recognized that light and re-
joiced in it. Christ’s light shines more brightly now, but the dark, be-
nighted soul of man perceives not the brightness of our spiritual Lord
until the Holy Spirit works the mighty miracle of Regeneration and so
gives sight to those who have been blind.

6. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. What a
descent it is from, “The Word of God,” to the “man sent from God, whose
name was John.” Jesus Himself said concerning John, “Among them that
are born of women there has not risen a greater than John the Baptist.”
Yet, from the greatest of Prophets, what a climb it is to get up to Jesus
Christ, the Son of God! “There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John.”

7-9. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all
men through Him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to
bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lights every man
that comes into the world. John could not do that—he could only bear
witness to Christ, the true Light, who alone is able to illuminate, in a
larger or lesser degree, “every man that comes into the world.”

10. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him and the
world knew Him not. Oh, what terrible estrangement sin has caused be-
tween God and man! What dreadful ignorance sin has created in the
human mind! The world was made by Christ, yet “the world knew Him
not.”

11. He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. To those
who were chosen as “His own” out of all the nations upon the earth, to
those to whom He was especially promised of old, to the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—to these Jesus came, yet they “received Him
not.”

12. But—This is a blessed, “But.” Though Christ’s own nation, the
Jews, as a whole “received Him not,” there was “a remnant according to
the election of Grace,” there were some who received Him. “But”™—

12. As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name. How came those per-
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sons to receive Him when others rejected Him? There must have been
some great change worked in them to make them different from the rest
of their countrymen. And truly there was, for these were twice-born
men—

13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the

will of man, but of God. [See Sermon #2259, Volume 38—THE SIMPLICITY AND SUBLIMITY
OF SALVATION—Read /download the entire sermon, free of charge, at http://www.spurgeongems.org.]

So that those who receive Christ, those who truly believe on Christ, are
people who have been born, as others have not been born, by a new birth
from Heaven—a supernatural birth, so that they are a people set apart
by themselves as those who have been created twice—first as human be-
ings just like others, and then as new creatures in Christ Jesus!

14-18. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-Begotten of the Father), full of
Grace and Truth. John bore witness of Him and cried, saying, This was He
of whom I spoke, He that came after me is preferred before me: for He was

before me. And of His fullness have we all received, and Grace for Grace
[See Sermons #858, Volume 15—THE FULLNESS OF JESUS THE TREASURY OF SAINTS and #1169,
Volume 20—THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST THE TREASURY OF THE SAINTS—Read/download both

sermons, free of charge, at http://www.spurgeongems.org.] fOT' the Law was given by Mos-
es, but Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ. No man has seen God at
any time; the only-begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father, He
has declared Him. There is no way of knowing God and being reconciled
to God except as we receive Jesus Christ, His Son, into our hearts and
learn of Him all that He delights to reveal to us concerning His Father
through the Holy Spirit’s teaching.

19-23. And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who are you? And he confessed, and
denied not but confessed, I am not the Christ. And they asked him, What
then, Are you Elijah? And he said, I am not. Are you that Prophet? And he
answered, No. Then said they unto him, who are you, that we may give an
answer to them that sent us? What say you of yourself? He said, I am the
voice—Not the Word, but “the voice” by which the Word was to be made
known—“I am the voice”—

23-27. Of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the
lord, as said the Prophet Isaiah. And they which were sent were of the
Pharisees. And they asked him, and said unto him, Why do you baptize,
then, if you are not that Christ, nor Elijah, neither that Prophet? John ans-
wered them saying, I baptize with water: but there stands One among
you, whom you know not. He it is, who coming after me is preferred before
me, whose shoe laces I am not worthy to unloose. See the true humility of
this faithful servant of Christ! He does not dream of putting His own
name side by side with his Master’s. The unloosing of shoe laces was
work for a slave to do, but if we are privileged to perform this work for
Christ, it will make us as kings before Him! To do anything for Christ—to
have even a menial’s place in His palace is better than being an emperor
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among men! May we have the portion of those who are not ashamed to
unloose the laces of Christ’s shoes!

28-31. These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordon, where
John was baptizing. The next day John saw Jesus coming unto him, and
said, Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world. This
is He of whom I said, After me comes a Man which is preferred before me:
for He was before me. And I knew Him not—*When first I saw Him”—

31-34. But that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I
come baptizing with water. And John bore record, saying, I saw the Spirit
descending from Heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him. And I knew
Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto
me, Upon whom you shall see the Spirit descending, and remaining on
Him, the same is He which baptizes with the Holy Spirit. And I saw, and
bare record that this is the Son of God. Since John’s time, many others
have borne similar testimony. We, also, have received Him and rejoice to
say that He has baptized us with the Holy Spirit. All that John said of
Him is true—and much more than John said is also true. He is the Lamb
of God who has taken upon Himself the sin of all who believe in Him and,
therefore, He is able to save unto the uttermost all that come unto God
by Him. Oh, that all men would receive the testimony concerning Him
which we find in this blessed Book—and which we delight to repeat in
His namel!

—Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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THE LAMB OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE
NO. 2329

INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, OCTOBER 8, 1893.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, AUGUST 25, 1889.

“Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. And looking
at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!”
John 1:35, 36.

You all know the old, old story. The world was lost. God must punish
sin. He sent His Son to take our sin upon Him that He might honor the
Law of God and establish God’s government by being obedient to the Law
of God and yielding Himself up to the death penalty. He whom Jehovah
loves beyond all else came to earth, became a Man and, as a Man, was
obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. It is He who is called, in
our text, “the Lamb of God,” the one Sacrifice for man’s sin. There is no
putting away of sin without sacrifice—there is only one Sacrifice that can
put away sin—and that is Jesus Christ, the Righteous. He is Divine, yet
Human—=Son of God, yet Son of Mary. He yielded up His life, “the Just for
the unjust,” the Sinless for the sinful, “that He might bring us to God,”
and reconcile us to the great Father. That is the story and whoever be-
lieves in Him shall live. Any man, the world over, who will trust himself to
Christ, God’s great Sacrifice, shall be saved, for this is our continual wit-
ness, “He that believes on the Son has everlasting life.” “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

Tonight I do not intend so much to preach a sermon as to urge those
who have seen the Lamb of God to look at Him more intently, to study
Him more and especially to plead for the power of the Holy Spirit to reveal
Him to them. I want to entreat men who have looked elsewhere, to now
turn their eyes away from the fruitless search after peace and life, and to
come and, “Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the
world.” May the Spirit of God open their eyes and incline their hearts that,
tonight, even tonight, they may look unto Him and live!

When John saw Jesus Christ on that memorable day, he, first of all,
beheld Him, himself, and then he said to others, “Behold the Lamb of
God.” “Looking at Jesus as He walked,” steadfastly beholding Him, watch-
ing Him, gazing with humble admiration at Him, he said, “Behold the
Lamb of God!” Brethren, we cannot preach what we have not practiced! If
these eyes have never looked to Jesus, how can I bid your eyes look at
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Him? Beholding Him, I found peace to my soul. I, who was disposed, even,
to despair, rose from the depths of anguish to the heights of joy by looking
unto Him! And I, therefore, dare to say to you, “Behold the Lamb of God!”
Oh, that each one of you might believe our testimony concerning Jesus
and look to Him and live!

What did John mean by saying, “Behold the Lamb of God”? Behold, in
the Latin, “ecce,” is a note of admiration, of wonderment, of exclamation.
“Behold the Lamb of God!” There was nothing of greater wonder ever seen
than that God, Himself, should provide the Lamb for the Burnt Offering,
that He should provide His only Son out of His very bosom, that He
should give the delight of His heart to die for us! Well may we behold this
great wonder! Angels admire and marvel at this mystery of godliness—God
manifest in the flesh! They have never left off wondering and adoring the
Grace of God that gave Jesus to be the Sacrifice for guilty men. Behold
and wonder, never leave off wondering—tell it as a wonder, think of it as a
wonder, sing of it as a wonder! Even in Heaven you will not cease to won-
der at this glorious Lamb of God!

I think that John also meant his disciples to consider, when he said to
them, “Behold the Lamb of God!” So we say to you, “Think of Him, study
Him, know all that you can about Him, look Him up and down. He is
God—do you understand that He stood in the sinner’s place? He is Man—
do you know how near akin He is to you, how sympathetic He is—a
Brother born for your adversity? The Person of Christ is a great marvel—
how can God and man be in one Person? It is impossible for us to tell. We
believe what we cannot comprehend and we rejoice in what we cannot
understand! He whom God has provided to be your Savior is both God
and Man—He can lay His hand upon both parties. He can touch your
manhood in its weakness and touch the Godhead in its All-Sufficiency!
Study Christ! The most excellent of all the sciences is the knowledge of a
crucified Savior. He is most learned in the university of Heaven who
knows most of Christ. He who has known most of Him still says that His
love surpasses knowledge. Behold Him, then, with wonder! And behold
Him with thankfulness.

But when John says, “Behold the Lamb of God!” he means more than
wondering or considering. “Looking” is used in Scripture for faith—“Look

unto Me and be you saved.” Therefore we sing—
“There is life for a look at the Crucified One,
There is life at this moment for you!”

Beholding is a steady kind of looking. Believe then, in Christ with a
solid, abiding confidence. Come, you sinners, come, and trust your Savior,
not for tonight, only, but forever! Believe that He is able and willing to

save you and trust Him to do so—
“Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude.”

Take your eyes off everything else and behold the Lamb of God! You
need not see anything else, nothing else is worth seeing, but behold Him.
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See how He takes your guilt, see how He bears it, see how He sinks under
it and yet rises from it, crying, “It is finished!” He gives up the ghost. He is
buried. He rises again from the dead because He is accepted of God and
His redeeming work is done. Trust Him, trust Him, trust Him! “Look and
live,” is now our message—not, “do and live,” but, “live and do!” If you ask
how you are to live, our answer is look, trust, believe, confide, rest in
Christ—and the moment you do so, you are saved!

But, once more, when John said to His disciples, “Behold the Lamb of
God!” it was a hint that they should leave off looking at John and turn
their attention wholly to Jesus and follow Him. Hence we find that John’s
two disciples left him and became the disciples of Christ. Beloved, we who
preach long to have your attention, but when you give your attention to
us, our longing, then, is to pass it on to Christ our Lord. Look on Him and
follow Him, not us! What can we do, poor creatures that we are? Look
unto Him! Mark His footsteps! Walk in them. Do as He bids you! Take Him
for your Lord, become His disciples, His servants. Behold the Lamb of God
and always behold Him! Look to Him, look up to Him and follow where He
leads the way.

Thus I have put the text before you pretty simply. Now I want to talk to
you a little about beholding this Lamb of God, taking a hasty run through
various Scripture references to the lamb. And I will ask you, first, to Be-
hold the Lamb of God in His connections with men. And secondly to Be-
hold the Lamb of God in His benedictions to men.

I. Let us, first, BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD IN HIS CONNECTIONS
WITH MEN.

How was the Lamb of God first seen in the world? It was the case of the
lamb for one man, brought by one man for himself, and on his own behalf.
You all know that I refer to Abel, who was a shepherd, and brought of the
firstlings of his flock, that is, a lamb, and he brought this lamb for him-
self, and on his own account, that he might be accepted of God, and that
he might present to God an offering well-pleasing in His sight. Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground as an offering to God. I think that there
was a difference in the sacrifice, as well as in the man bringing it, for the
Holy Spirit says little about the difference of the man, but He says, “By
faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,” and he
was accepted because he brought a more excellent sacrifice. The one sac-
rifice was bloodless, the fruit of the ground—the other was typical of
Christ, the Lamb of God and was, therefore, accepted. “And the Lord had
respect unto Abel and to his offering.”

Now, Beloved, our first view of Christ usually is here, to know Him for
ourselves. 1 am a sinner and I want to have communion with my God—
how shall I obtain it? I am guilty, | am sinful—how shall I draw near to
the holy God? Here is the answer. Take the Lord Jesus Christ to be yours
by faith and bring Him to God! You must be accepted if you bring Christ
with you! The Father never repelled the Son, nor one who was clothed
with the Son’s righteousness, or who pleaded the Son’s merit. Come you,
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as Abel came, not with fruits of your own growing, but with the sacrifice of
blood— with Christ, the Holy Victim, the spotless Lamb of God—and so
coming, whoever you may be, you shall be acceptable before God by faith.
Now, behold Him, each one of you for yourself!

I know what someone will say, “I hope to do that, by-and-by.” I hope
you do not so deceive yourselfl I have heard that there was once a great
meeting in the den of the arch-enemy and he was stirring up his lackeys
to seek the destruction of men. One of them said, “I have gone forth and I
have told men that there is no God, and no hereafter, and no difference
between sin and righteousness, and that they may live as they like!” And
there was considerable approbation among the evil spirits. But Satan,
himself, said, “You have done small service, for man has a conscience,
and his conscience teaches him better. He knows that there is a God. He
knows that there is a difference between sin and righteousness. He knows
that there must be future punishment. You have done but little.” Then
another stood up, and said, “I have done better, I think, most Mighty
Chieftain, for I have told them that the Bible is a worn-out book, that it
was a fable at the first, and that they need not believe it.” There was a
round of cheers, for they said that he had done splendid service for the
cause of darkness.

But Satan said, “It is in vain that you meddle with the old Book! It has
taken care of itself and it can still do so. There is no shaking it, it is like a
rock. You have done service for a time, but it will soon pass away.” And
scarcely did any of the fallen spirits, after that, venture to bring forward
his boasting in the presence of the terrible master who sat in the midst of
them. But, at last, one said, “I have told men that they have souls, and
that there is a God, and that the Bible is true. I have left them to believe
as they will, but I have whispered in their ears that there is plenty of time
to consider all this.” Then there was a hush—and the great master of de-
mons said, “You have done best of all. This is my great net in which I take
more souls than with any other, this net of procrastination or delay.”

Therefore say I to you, my Hearers, disappoint the fiend! Fly to Jesus.
Fly to Jesus at once! Behold, not tomorrow, but tonight! Behold the Lamb
of God, each man for himself!

Now turn over the pages of this grand old Book and you will find the
Lamb, next, in another connection. Israel was in Egypt and there they had
the lamb for the family—‘In the tenth day of this month they shall take to
them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for
an house.” Oh, I wish that you would all go on to behold the Lamb of God
for your households! “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be
saved.” Why do you stop before you finish the verse? What said the Apos-
tle to the trembling jailor? Not merely all that I have quoted, but more—
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved, and your
house.” Are there not many Believers who do not believe for their house?
Come, now, and believe in this provision of the Lamb for the house! Trust
the Grace of God for that little girl, the last born, and for that boy who is
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still at school, who does not think much of these things as yet—and for
that son of yours who has left home and gone out as an apprentice. Oh,
that the Lamb of God might be for him! Pray for him, tonight, and you
older parents, pray for your sons who are married, and your daughters
who have taken to themselves husbands and are away from you! The
Lamb is for the house, pray for the whole household, tonight—take in
your grandchildren, all you old folks—all of them who are in your house.
Pray that the Lamb may be for the house!

I bless God that I can look upon all my household and rejoice that they
are converted to Christ! My father has this joy, too! And my grandfather
also had that joy! Oh, it is a great bliss to have families, generation after
generation, all brought to Christ without exception! Why should it not be
so? Let us cry for it! Surely we may expect the same blessing that God
gave to His chosen people under the Law and expect it more largely. Grace
does not run in the blood, but Grace often runs side by side with it, so
that Abraham is loved, and Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph, and Ephraim,
and Manasseh. Thus the Covenant blessing goes on from one to another.
Plead with God, tonight, that all in your house may be beneath the sprin-
kled blood of the Lamb and be saved from the destroying angel—and that
all with you may go out of Egypt to have a possession in the land of the
promise!

A little further on, following the Scripture, and asking you to still be-
hold the Lamb, in the 29t chapter of that famous Book of Exodus, at the
38th and 39th verses, we come across God’s command for the lamb for the
people—“Now this is that which you shall offer upon the altar; two lambs
of the first year, day by day, continually. The one lamb you shall offer in
the morning and the other lamb you shall offer at even.” Here is the lamb
for all the chosen people, the lamb for Israel! It began with the unit, it
went on to the family and here the Lord, who “loves the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacob,” makes His Tabernacle to be the central
place where a lamb shall be offered for the whole nation! Think of it with
delight, tonight, that Christ died for all His chosen people! He has re-
deemed them from among men. Though they are as many as the stars for
number, or as the sand on the seashore, innumerable, yet that one Sacri-
fice has redeemed them all! Glory be to God for the blood of the Lamb by
which the whole of Christ’s people are redeemed!

Then let your mind take wing right out of the Old Testament into the
New, for I have not time to trace all the successive steps. Come now to
John, saying, in the 29t verse of this chapter, “Behold the Lamb of God,
which takes away the sin of the world.” Now you have gone beyond the
bounds of Israel, and have come to the Lamb for the world. You have come
to the Lamb of God who dies for Gentiles as well as for Jews, for men in
the isles of the sea, for men in the wilds of Africa, for men of every color
and every race, and every time, and every clime! Oh, glory be to God,
wherever there are men, we may go and tell them of Christ! Wherever
there are men born of Adam’s race, we may tell them of the Second Adam,
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to whom looking, they who look shall live—and in Him they shall find
eternal life! I love to think of the breaking down of the boundaries that
shut in the flow of Grace to one nation! Behold, it flows over all Asia Mi-
nor, at first, and then over all Greece, and then to Rome, and Paul talks of
going to Spain and the Gospel is borne across the sea to England, and
from this country it has gone out unto the utmost ends of the earth!

Well now, take your flight, if you can get beyond that, away to Heaven,
itself, and there you will see the Lamb for all Heaven! Look at Revelation,
the seventh chapter, and the 14th verse. No, you need not look it up, for
you know it. All the saints in Heaven are standing in their glittering ranks,
white-robed, pure as the driven snow. They sing and praise one glorious
name, when one of the elders first asked the question, “What are these
which are arrayed in white robes, and from where did they come?” He,
himself, gave the answer, “These are they which came out of great tribula-
tion, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of

the Lamb.”—

“Round the altar priests confess,
If their robes are white as snow,
‘Twas the Savior’s righteousness,
And His blood that made them so.”

The blood of the Lamb has whitened all the saints who are in Heaven!
They sing of Him who loved them and laved [washed]| them from their sins
in His own blood! I have often wondered why that second word was not
brought into our translation, for it so beautifully fits the language of the
beloved Apostle John—“Unto Him that loved us, and laved us from our
sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests unto God and
His Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” There
is no whiteness in Heaven but what the Lamb has worked, no brightness
there but what the Lamb has bought! Everything there shows the won-
drous power and surpassing merit of the Lamb of God!

If it is possible to think of something more glorious than I have already
described, I think you will find it in the fifth chapter of Revelation, at the
13th verse—“And every creature which is in Heaven, and on the earth, and
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them,
heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power be unto Him
that sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” The day
shall come when, from every place that God has made, there shall be
heard the voice of praise unto the Lamb—there shall be found everywhere
men and women redeemed by blood, angels and glorious spirits, rejoicing
to adore Him who was, and is, and is to come, the Almighty Lamb of God!

I think I have given you something to consider if you turn over the
pages of Scripture and follow the track of the bleeding Lamb.

II. But now, taking you again over the same road a little, I want you, in
the second place, to BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD IN HIS BENEDICTIONS
TO MEN.
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The first blessing of all is that of Abel. He was accepted of God. He of-
fered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain. Well now, let anybody here
who does not know it, try to learn this lesson tonight. You can only be
“accepted in the Beloved.” God loves His Son with such an overflowing
love that He has love enough for you, love enough for me—if we are in
Christ Jesus. He is the great conduit or channel of God’s love and that
love flows through all the pipes to every soul that believes in Jesus. Hide
behind your Lord and you are safe! Trust His name, living and dying, and
nothing can harm you. How many dear hearts, when passing through the
Valley of the Shadow of Death—when grim thoughts have clustered about
them—have been cheered and comforted by the thought of Christ! Re-
member the monk who, as he died, put away the priest, the crucifix and
everything else, and cried, “Tua vulnera, Jesu! Tua vulnera, Jesu!” “Your
wounds, Jesus! Your wounds, Jesus!” | am not saved by what I can do,
but by what He has done—not by what I have suffered, but by what He
has endured. There hangs our everlasting hope—we trust to Christ in life
and in death and we are accepted for His sake! Come, every sinner, bring
the Lamb of God! Put Him on the altar and you shall be accepted at once,
and you may at once begin to praise the name of the Lord!

But then, as we go on, we find this Lamb of God useful, not only for ac-
ceptance, but also for rescue and deliverance. It is a dark and dreadful
night. Egypt shivers and stands aghast. And just at midnight flies forth an
angel, armed with the sword of death. In every house of Egypt there is
heard a wail, for the firstborn is dead, from the firstborn of Pharaoh to the
firstborn of the woman who turns the mill to grind the daily corn. Death is
in every house! No, stop—there are houses wherein there is no death!
What has secured those habitations? The father took a lamb, shed its
blood, dipped a bunch of hyssop in it and smeared the lintel and the two
side posts—and then all sat down and feasted, undisturbed, on the
lamb—calm and happy. They rejoiced to have for food that lamb whose
blood was the ensign of their safety. There was no crying, there, no dying
there! Death could not touch the inhabitants of the house that was
marked with the blood of the paschal lamb. Beloved, you and I are per-
fectly safe if we are sheltered beneath the blood of the Lamb of God! Noth-
ing can harm us, everything must bless us—and we may go to our beds,
tonight, singing—

“Sprinkled afresh with pardoning blood,
I lay me down to rest,

As in the embraces of my God,
Or on my Savior’s breast.”

We may rise tomorrow morning, if we are spared, and go into this busy
world without any fear. The broad arrow of the King is set upon us in the
blood-mark of the atoning Sacrifice, and we are safe, and safe forever.
Glory be to the name of the Lord for this!

Nor was that all. As I have told you, the blood of the paschal lamb was
not only sprinkled for the protection of the house, but its flesh was the
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food of the inhabitants. Oh, Brothers and Sisters, we do not, at first, know
what it is to feed on Christ! We are satisfied to be sprinkled with His
blood, but the Believer, afterwards, finds that Christ is the food of his
soul. His blood is drink, indeed, and His flesh is meat, indeed. Oh, what a
festival have we kept over the Person of our Lord! Sometimes, when faint
and hungry, we have begun to think of the Incarnate God, the bleeding
Lamb, the full Atonement paid, and we have said, “My soul is full, satis-
fied with favor, full of the blessing of the Lord.” I do not know what there
is in the Gospel if you take away the Atoning Sacrifice. It seems to me that
there would be nothing left but chaff which might suit asses and horses,
but would not be fit for men. Look to Jesus Christ dying in our place and
here is something for the soul to feed upon, yes, and to be satisfied with,
as with marrow and fatness!

I pointed you, a little further on, to the lamb in the wilderness, the
lamb offered up every day. That brings us to another point in our Lord’s
work. We have had Christ for acceptance, Christ for safety, and Christ for
food, now we have Christ for perpetual resort. The Lamb of God in the
morning! Oh, blessed be God for a Savior in the morning! If the night has
gathered anything of evil, He does then disperse it, as the sun dispels the
darkness. But oh, what a precious thing to also have the Lamb of God in
the evening! If in the day we have soiled our feet in traversing this busy
world, here we come to the Fountain and we are made clean through the
blood of the Lamb! Perpetual merit, perpetual intercession, perpetual life-
giving, perpetual salvation flow from Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God! He is
not slain twice. His one wonderful offering has finished transgression and
made an end of sin, but its efficacy continues as though He were sacri-
ficed often, always supplying us with merit, so that, in effect, His wounds
continually bleed. He is always a new Savior for me every morning, always
a new Savior every night and yet always the same Savior, the same Christ!
There is no getting weary of Him, there is nothing “stale” in Him. They
may talk about “a new view of the Atonement.” I have no view of the
Atonement but this—“Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” “Who His
own Self bore our sins in His own body on the tree.” And that old view of
the Atonement is always fresh and always new to the heart and con-
science!

Well now, Beloved, when we again come to John, following our former
run of thought, we find the Lamb of God useful for guidance, for when
John said, “Behold the Lamb of God,” the two disciples followed Jesus and
we read of some, “These are they which follow the Lamb wherever He
goes.” The Lamb is our Guide. The Lord is a Shepherd as well as a Lamb,
and the flock following in His footsteps is safely led. My Soul, when you
need to know which way to go, behold the Lamb of God! Ask, “What would
Jesus do?” Then do what Jesus would have done in such a case and you
can not do amiss.

Further on we find such a passage as this, telling us of victory through
the Lamb of God—“They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.” The
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Lamb is a great Warrior—there is none like He. Is He not the Lion of the
tribe of Judah? Though He is gentle as a lamb, yet against sin and inig-
uity He is fiercer than a young lion when it roars on its prey. If we follow
Him, hold fast His Truth, believe in His Atonement and perpetually pro-
claim His Gospel, we shall overcome all error, all sin and all evil!

Well now, this blessed Lamb—it is not easy to leave off talking about
Him when one once begins—one is so blessed that you may well behold
Him, for all happiness comes through Him. In Heaven you will see nothing
without Him. “Nothing,” you ask? No, nothing—here is a proof of my
words. “The city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in
it, for the Glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.”
All the light, the knowledge, the joy, the bliss of Heaven come through the
Atoning Sacrifice of Christ! Not Jesus only, but Jesus slain, Jesus the
Lamb of God is the very Light of Heaven!

And what do you think is the joy-day of Heaven, the time for the high-
est exultation? Why, the joyous day when all the golden bells shall peal
out their glorious melodies, and all the silver trumpets shall ring out their
jubilant notes will be the day of the marriage of the Lamb! It is the Heaven
of Heaven, the climax of ineffable delight!! And the voice of the great multi-
tude, as the voice of many waters and as the voice of mighty thunder,
sings, “Alleluia: for the Lord God Omnipotent reigns. Let us be glad and
rejoice and give honor to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and
His wife has made herself ready.” So that, at the topmost round of the
ladder of eternal bliss, there you find the Lamb! You cannot get beyond
Him. He gives you all He has, even Himself. Behold Him, then, and go on
beholding Him throughout the countless ages of eternity!

I would to God that you had all beheld Him, and I pray you to behold
Him tonight. It is but a little while and the death-film will gather about
your eyes—and if you have not seen the Lamb while yet you have mortal
eyes, you will see Him, you will certainly see Him—but your vision will be
like that of Balaam. “I shall see Him, but not now: I shall behold Him, but
not near.” If it is with you, “not now,” it may be, “not near.” It will be an
awful thing to see the Lamb with a gulf between yourself and Him, for
there is a great, impassable gulf fixed in the next world—and when you
see Him across that gulf, how will you feel? Then shall you cry to the
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that
sits on the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb!” Jesus will still be a
Lamb, even to the lost—it is “the wrath of the Lamb” that they will dread!
The Lamb is always conspicuous. He may be neglected, rejected, refused
tonight, but He will be beheld in eternity and beheld to your everlasting
confusion and unutterable dismay if you refuse to behold Him now. Let it

not be so with any of you—
“You sinners, seek His face,
Whose wrath you cannot bear!
Fly to the shelter of His Cross,
And find salvation there.”
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Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
JOHN 1:1-37.

John is the majestic Evangelist. He is the high-soaring eagle with pierc-
ing eyes. His is the Gospel of the Son of God!

Verses 1-3. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was
made. We cannot describe the Deity of Christ in clearer language than
John uses. He was with God. He was God. He did the works of God, for
He was the Creator. If any doubt His Deity, they must do so in distinct de-
fiance of the language of Holy Scripture!

4, 5. In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light
shines in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. Christ is still
not understood. Jesus is still not known. How should darkness under-
stand the Light of God? It opposes the Light of God—it has to flee before
light, but it does not, it cannot understand the Light of God! O God, work
a miracle in our dark hearts and fill them with the Light of Christ!

6, 7. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through Him
might believe. That is our business, too. We who are ministers sent from
God bear witness of the Light, that all men through Him may believe. Oh,
how often we go home and cry, “Who has believed our report?” We do not
ask you to believe in us—no, but in our Master, whose heralds we are. If
we can lead you to faith in Him, we shall be glad, indeed! But, if not, we
will sorrow because we have missed our mark and failed in our purpose.

8, 9. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
That was the true Light, which lights every man that comes into the world.
If any man has saving Light, true Light, he gets it through Christ. There is
no other Light—all other light is but darkness visible. The Light in which
we see God comes from Jesus.

10. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the
world knew Him not. Strange was it that the Creator came to His own
earth and yet He was unknown. Men mistook Him, they hated Him, they
crucified Him whom they ought to have entertained with sacred hospital-
ity and worshipped with holy loyalty.

11, 12. He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as
many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His name. All men are not the sons of God!
The doctrine of the universal Fatherhood is utterly untrue! They only be-
come the sons of God who receive Christ and believe on His name. Other-
wise they are heirs of wrath, even as others—

“To them gave He power to become the sons of God.”

10 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 39



Sermon #2329 The Lamb of God in Scripture 11

13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God. There is another birth beside the natural one—
never does the birth of the flesh make us Christians! If our ancestry
should be a line of saints, yet are we born sinners—we must be born
again if we are to become saints. If we could trace our pedigree to a perfect
man, if such there is, yet the birth by the flesh would not avail us. Sons of
God are, “born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.”

14. And the Word was made flesh. Here was the Incarnation of Him
who made all things. He that is God, “was made flesh.”

14. And dwelt among us, (and we—The Apostles

14. Beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-Begotten of the Father), full
of Grace and truth. Oh, all you who would know Christ, learn that He is
worth the knowing! He is full of Grace for your sinnership and full of truth
for your ignorance! He can cleanse and He can teach. There is everything
in Him that you need. You shall not be deceived, for He is full of the Truth
of God—you shall not be rejected, for He is full of Grace.

15-18. John bore witness of Him and cried, saying, This was He of
whom I spoke, He that comes after me is preferred before me: for He was
before me. And of His fullness have all we received, and Grace for Grace.
For the Law was given by Moses, but Grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ. No man has seen God at any time. He is too high, too spiritual to be
perceived by human senses.

18. The only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He has
declared Him. What of God we need to know, we may see in Christ—
enough to save us, enough to sanctify us, enough to make us all like the
only-begotten Son of the Father.

19, 20. And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who are you? And he confessed, and
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. With indignation he must
have repelled the idea that he was the Messiah—

“I am not the Christ.”
21-23. And they asked him, What then? Are you Elijjah? And he said, I am
not. Are you that Prophet? And he answered, No. Then said they unto him,
Who are you? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What say
you of yourself? He said, I am the voice—Humbly he reduces himself to a
voice, but he was not “a voice and nothing more.” There was much that
was mighty and wise in that voice.

23-27. Of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the
Lord, as said the Prophet Isaiah. And they which were sent were of the
Pharisees. And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptize you, then,
if you are not that Christ, nor Elijah, neither that Prophet? John answered
them, saying, I baptize with water: but there stands One among you, whom
you know not; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose
shoelaces I am not worthy to unloose. How John hides himself behind his
Master! He was a most worthy man, a truly great man, but he counted
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himself unworthy of the most menial service for Christ and felt honored by
filling the office of a slave to unloosen His Master’s shoelaces. It is better
to be the slave of Christ than to rule vast empires! He who truly serves
Him is glorified thereby.

28, 29. These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where
John was baptizing. The next day John saw Jesus coming unto Him, and
says, Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world. Now
is he bringing out his message! Now is he pointing out his Master.

30, 31. This is He of whom I said, After me comes a Man which is pre-
ferred before me: for He was before me. And I knew Him not. John knew
Jesus very well, but he did not know Him as the Sent One of God, the
Messiah, till after he had received the sign and token at His baptism. “I
knew Him not.”

31-34. But that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore have I
come, baptizing with water. And John bore record, saying, I saw the Spirit
descending from Heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him. And I knew
Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me,
Upon whom you shall see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the
same is He which baptizes with the Holy Spirit. And I saw and bare record
that this is the Son of God. Jesus and John must have been well ac-
quainted with one another—they were closely related—but John was not
to know anybody as the Messiah till he received the token from God.
When he saw that token, then he officially knew and he bore instant wit-
ness—“This is the Son of God.”

35, 36. Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. And
looking at Jesus as He walked. With holy reverence, with loving awe, gaz-
ing upon this extraordinary Person—“as He walked”—

36, 37. He said,” Behold the Lamb of God!” And the two disciples heard
him speak, and they followed Jesus. This is our one business tonight, to
cry, “Behold the Lamb of God!”

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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BEHOLD THE LAMB!
NO. 1060

A SERMON DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, JULY 14 1872,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Behold the Lamb of God!”
John 1:36.

IT IS the preacher’s principal business—I think I might say, his only
business—to cry, “Behold the Lamb of God!” For this reason was John
born and sent into the world, and such were the prophecies which went
before concerning him. If he had been the most eloquent preacher of re-
pentance. If he had been the most earnest declaimer against the sins of
the times, he would, nevertheless, have missed his lifework if he had for-
gotten to say, “Behold the Lamb of God.” He did well when he baptized the
repenting crowd. He spoke nobly when he faced the Pharisees and was a
true hero when he rebuked Herod. But above all his chief errand was to
herald the Messiah, to bear witness to the Son of God!

What we have said of John we may say of every God-sent minister—he
is sent to bear witness to the Christ of God and whatever else he may do,
if he does not this continually, habitually, earnestly—he is not fulfilling
the errand for which his Master sent him, but has turned aside to baser
ends. When any one of us who are called ministers shall die and come be-
fore the Lord to give our account, it will be a sorry thing for us if we can
only say, “Lord, I have preached the dogmas of the Church to which I be-
longed,” unless we can also add that we have directed men to the living
Savior.

Vain will it be to have argued with accurate logic and persuaded with
lofty rhetoric unless we have uplifted Christ among the people. It will be
idle to say, “I have preached against the skepticism of the times. I have
rebuked the sins which raged around me and have proclaimed what I
knew of the glory of God in Nature and in Providence,” for our chief and
distinguishing work is to declare the name of the Lord Jesus and the
power of His precious blood. As the stars called “the Pointers” always
point to the Pole star, so must we always point to the Redeemer.

I think the minister who has failed to cry, “Behold the Lamb of God,”
may expect at the last to be cut in pieces and to have his portion with the
tormentors. I can scarcely conceive a doom too terrible for the man who
dazzled his hearers with oratorical fireworks when he ought to have lifted
up the Cross, or mocked immortal souls with the carved stone of his elo-
cution when they were starving for the Bread of Heaven. Sermons without
Christ condemn the preacher and delude the hearer. Sermons which do
not point to Christ in them will be as hard to answer for as blasphemy or
murder when the Judge is on His great white throne. It is cruel to amuse
with trifles those whose souls are in jeopardy of eternal fire! Playing with
men’s souls is murderous work and truly, if the Lamb of God is not
preached, the ministry is playing with souls, if not worse.
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John, however, most thoroughly discharged his lifework, for he was
ever saying, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Notice in the text the attitude of
the preacher, for it is very instructive. “Looking upon Jesus as He
walked,” John said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” The preacher’s eyes should
be upon his Master while he points to his Master. They preach Christ best
who see Him best. John had his own eyes fastened upon Jesus and there-
fore he did, by his own example as well as by his words, say, “Behold the
Lamb of God.”

If you will take your place in a crowded street and stand for a few min-
utes looking at a certain object in the heavens, or gaze upward as if some-
thing were there to be seen, you will soon find that without asking others
to do the same, a company will gather round you and begin to look in the
same direction. Indeed, a vast crowd might be collected by no other action
than by your gazing intently into the air! So John, in addition to his say-
ing, “Behold the Lamb of God,” was doing the best thing to attract others
to behold Him—when he fixed his own eyes on Jesus—with a fixed won-
dering, admiring, adoring gaze.

John had no eyes for anyone but “the Lamb of God that takes away the
sin of the world,” and therefore his words had point and power in them.
And note that John’s eyes were upon Christ not only when Christ was
coming to him, but as He walked by him! Well may the preacher have his
Master before him when his Master is cheering him with His fellowship
and honoring him with His Presence. But on this occasion Jesus was
walking alone, as though in meditation, with His eyes probably bent upon
the ground. It was not meet that He should always be coming to John—He
had done that once and so had put an honor upon His servant.

But this time He came not to him lest men should think that He had a
dependence upon John—He walked in quiet musing as though His
thoughts were otherwise occupied. Nevertheless the Baptist had not for-
gotten his Lord, but again pointed Him out. If the Lord denies to the
preacher His comfortable Presence; if no light of fellowship shines forth
from the brow of the Crucified, it is still ours whenever and wherever we
preach to let the eye of faith realize Christ as present and still to cry to
others with a heart that palpitates in union with our words, “Behold the
Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world.”

Even when I preach in chains I would labor to honor Jesus, looking to
Him as the End and Object of every word I utter! It is mine to preach a
Savior in whom I believe, whom having not seen, I love. I am looking to
Him now for everything, even as I would have you do. I see in Him super-
lative beauties which I wish you to see and I worship a Divinity in Him
which I desire you to worship. I preach not to you an unknown God or an
untried Savior! There is something notable in our text as to the hearers.
This was a brief but weighty sermon, worthy to be preached a thousand
times. Nobody needs a new sermon when, “Behold the Lamb of God,” is
the old one!

John had delivered this same discourse before an assembled crowd,
but now he had only two hearers and those two were not unconverted
persons—they were his own disciples—and they were at least very near to
the kingdom if not already in it. Yet to the solitary two and those already
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discipled he had only the same message to deliver, “Behold the Lamb of
God.” He was a man of rich mind and ready utterance yet he kept to this
one point in all companies. It is thought that if we go into the theater to
preach to the mob, we must be sure to preach Christ—let me ask you
what subject would be fitter for an assembly of saints? I pray you tell me!

It has been said that he who preaches in the street ought to confine
himself to the simple Gospel—my Brothers, in what place would that sub-
ject be inappropriate or unprofitable? Paul knew nothing among the Corin-
thians save Jesus Christ and Him crucified—the resolve is a safe one for
all companies. In this respect some preachers know too much and the
sooner they join the holy know-nothings the better. Christ is appropriate
as a subject for two disciples as well as for a thousand scoffers, for while
He is the Resurrection to those who are dead, He is also the Life of those
who have been already quickened.

No subject is more sweet, more refreshing, more inspiriting, more sanc-
tifying to the saint than the Cross of our dying Lord! The sinner needs it if
he would be saved, but the saint requires it that he may persevere, ad-
vance, conquer and attain perfection. Give me that harp and let my fin-
gers never leave its strings—the harp whose strings resound the love of
Christ alone! To harp upon the name of Jesus is the blessed monotony of
a true ministry—a monotony more full of variety than all other subjects
besides. When Jesus is the first, the midst, and the last, yes, All in All,
then do we make full proof of our ministry. We do well when we are able
to say, “of the things which we have spoken, this is the sum, we have
such an High Priest who is set on the right hand of the Throne of the Maj-
esty in the heavens.” May Christ be “All in All” in all our ministries, for so
shall we prove that God has called us to testify concerning His Son Jesus!

This may serve as an introduction to our subject. Now let us take the
text itself. John says, “Behold the Lamb of God.” And first let us behold
Jesus and know Him to be the Lamb of God. It will be well to be fully as-
sured upon that point and heartily to accept the witness of God concern-
ing His Son. When we have done so, let us secondly behold Him—that is
contemplate Him and humbly and attentively view Him as the great Propi-
tiation, the true Sacrifice for sin. Then thirdly, beholding Him again, let us
gather instruction from the Redeemer’s appearance as the Lamb of God.
And fourthly, let us behold Him, that is, reverently adore Him in His
blessed capacity as the Lamb slain.

I. First, then, let us behold our Lord and LEARN THAT HE IS THE
LAMB OF GOD. What does the term, “the Lamb of God,” mean? The He-
brews are accustomed that a thing is “of God” when they mean that it is
the greatest, the noblest, the chief of the kind. For instance, they call the
cedars, “trees of God,” and the thunder is the “voice of God.” Therefore we
may understand, in the first place, by the expression, “the Lamb of God,”
that Jesus is the chief of all sacrifices, the first of all offerings by which
atonement is made to God for sin.

And truly He is so. He stands above all others because He contains all
others. All other sacrifices of God’s ordaining were but pictures, represen-
tations, symbols and shadows of Himself. There is only one Sacrifice for
sin—there never was another and there never can be. All those offerings
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under the Aaronic priesthood which were presented because of sin were
only representations of the one Sacrifice—they were that and nothing
more. Jesus far excels them all. Beloved, if you need to see the Lamb that
Abel offered on the altar, the lamb because of which God accepted his
faith and had respect unto him, you must see Jesus Christ, for we are ac-
cepted only in the Beloved.

God has respect unto any man who brings this Sacrifice—but unto any
who bring a bloodless sacrifice, such as the priests of Rome foolishly do
when they offer the unbloody sacrifice of the mass, unto them God has no
respect and never can have. The blood of Jesus once presented has for-
ever put away sin and no further sin-offering can be brought. Whoever
rests in Jesus as the true and only Sacrifice is accepted in his faith. If you
desire to see the Lamb which Noah offered when he came out of the ark,
together with other sacrifices of which it is said that, “The Lord smelled a
sweet savor of rest,” you must look to Jesus Christ—for the bullocks,
rams and lambs of Noah all pointed to the one sweet savor offering of
Christ Jesus offered upon the Cross, where God and the souls of all Be-
lievers meet in blessed union and find sweetest rest.

This, Beloved, is the Lamb of which Abraham spoke when he said to
Isaac, “My son, God will provide Himself a Lamb.” And today if you would
understand the paschal supper, first of all, spread on that dread night
when the destroying angel went through Egypt and smote the first born of
all her land—if you would know who it is whose blood is the true Passover
when it is sprinkled upon the conscience and whose flesh is meat, indeed,
when it is fed upon by the children of God—you must look to Jesus, for
He is the Lamb of God’s Passover.

And if, pursuing your studies, your thoughts should turn into the tab-
ernacle of old, or into Solomon’s Temple and you should see each morning
a lamb slaughtered and its blood poured out, and each evening the same
sacrifice repeated—if you desire to know what was intended by the morn-
ing and evening lambs you will find that they were but lambs of men,
lambs presented by men, but they pointed to the Lamb of God in whom
their teaching is all summed up. He is the Substance of that of which they
were but the shadow. Jesus is the Lamb of the morning slain from before
the foundation of the world and He is the Lamb of the evening offered up
in these last days for His people.

Thus might we speak of all other sacrifices and show that in Jesus they
are all fulfilled. Atonement for sin is truly and in very deed to be found in
the Son of God. In Him, alone, is there remission, for in His blood, alone,
is there efficacy to satisfy the Law of God. Stern as the Truth of God is, we
ought never to flinch from repeating it—that sin cannot be put away un-
der the moral government of God without punishment. This is a rule from
which there is no variation and there should be none, for if justice is left
unsatisfied, the foundations of society are out of course.

Infinite Wisdom has found for us a door of escape by the way of a vi-
carious Sacrifice, but that way does not violate justice. Seeing that we
originally fell by the sin of another, namely, our representative Adam, God
has seen fit that we should rise through the righteousness and sufferings
of another, namely, Jesus, the second Adam. Because Jesus was one with
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His people, and their federal Head, it was just to allow Him to suffer in
their place and He has so done. Apart from this, every man must bear his
own burden of sin and punishment. The only possible way by which a
man can be forgiven his sin is by that sin being punished in his legal Rep-
resentative—the Lord Jesus.

Jesus has borne, Himself, what every believing sinner ought to have
borne, or an equivalent for it, sufficient to recompense the injury done to
eternal justice. No other person could be a Substitute for our sin, for no
other is our Head and Representative before God, and yet Himself inno-
cent. There is none other name given under Heaven by which we may be
saved. The Lord Jesus is of God appointed and provided to be the one vi-
carious Sufferer, the true bearer away of the sin of the world by enduring
its penalty in His own Person so that whoever believes in Him is redeemed
from the punishment of sin. That is the Gospel!

I would sooner state it in the most simple language than have the
power to deliver an impromptu poem, though it should excel the produc-
tions of Homer or Milton. There is more of precious truth and priceless
learning in that faithful saying that, “Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners” than in the most profound discourse, or the most stately
epic. Be thankful that you have heard it! Be thankful that there is forgive-
ness with God because Jesus Christ has become the Savior of men. O fel-
low Sinner, you may approach your God without being plunged into suf-
fering yourself, or needing to bring a victim with you, for Jesus Christ has
been brought as a lamb to the slaughter and His soul has been made an
offering for sin! Tremble not, but receive the reconciliation effected by the
Lamb of God! Come boldly, for the way is open and man is invited to ap-
proach his God.

Moreover, our Savior is called the Lamb of God, not only, par excel-
lence, because He is, beyond all others such, but, secondly, because He is
the Lamb of God’s appointing. God from all eternity appointed the Lord
Jesus! He was chosen and ordained to be the great Sacrifice for Sin. So
was it decreed and written of Him in the volume of the Book, that oldest of
books, “I delight to do Your will O God.” In the fullness of time Jesus came
to do the Father’s will and therefore it is plain that there was such a will
to do, such a decree to fulfill. Jesus is elect, precious!

Peter tells us that the Lord Jesus is “a Lamb without blemish and with-
out spot, who verily was foreordained from before the foundation of the
world.” Jesus is the choice of the Father. Our hearts rejoice that it is so,
for when we rely upon Jesus Christ to save us, we trust in One whom God
has appointed to save His people. If, as a poor guilty sinner, I leave my sin
upon Christ, the Lamb of God, I leave it where God has bid me cast it,
namely, on the appointed Scapegoat. I rest in a Sacrifice which God, Him-
self, ordained of old to be the Sacrifice for sin. O Soul, there can be no
question that if you come to the Father in the way in which He, Himself,
appoints, you come acceptably!

For if you were not accepted, you might well say, “O God, You have set
forth Christ as a Savior and yet You do not save men through Him. You
have bid Him say, ‘Him that comes to Me I will in no wise cast out,’ yet I
have come and You have cast me out! This is far from You, Lord.” Such an
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event shall never happen. No human lips shall utter such a complaint.
God’s appointment is the guarantee of the acceptance of everyone that be-
lieves in Jesus.

Thirdly, Christ is called the “Lamb of God” because He is of God’s pro-
viding. The Father not only appointed His Son to be the Sacrifice for sin,
but He gave Him freely to be such. Out of the bosom of God came Jesus
Christ as love’s richest blessing. He is the Father’s only begotten, God’s
dear Son, and to us, “His unspeakable gift.” “He spared not His own Son,
but freely delivered Him up for us all.” “Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the Propitiation of our
sins.”

Men were bid to provide the sacrifice under the Law, but the one Sacri-
fice of the Gospel is the gift of God. “This is the record that God has given
to us, eternal life, and that life is in His Son.” It endears Jesus to us to
know that He is the dearest pledge of Jehovah’s love to His chosen. And
then, fourthly, He is not only of God’s appointing and God’s giving, but He
is of God’s offering. Let us never forget that Jesus Christ was not pre-
sented to God by a human priest—there might, then, have been some mis-
take in the sacrifice. It was not left to the sons of Aaron to offer up this
true sacrifice to God. We may be quite sure that the Offering was pre-
sented in fit order and in an acceptable way—it is written, “It pleased the
Father to bruise Him, He has put Him to grief. The Lord has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all.”

God Himself had a hand in the sufferings of His Son! What does that
cry mean, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” but that God,
Himself, had turned away from Him and so had brought His soul into the
extremity of woe? What do the Scriptures say? Is it not the Father’s voice
which says, “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the Man
that is My Fellow”? Oh, Beloved, when I think of this, that God chose His
Son to be the Atonement, that He gave His Son—and then, Himself, did,
as it were, like another Abraham, offer up His own Isaac—I feel that the
Sacrifice must be acceptable and all sufficient, so that he who rests in it
need not have a shadow of a doubt but that his soul is saved!

One other reflection here—this Sacrifice is also of God’s setting forth to
the sons of men. Remember the text, “Whom God has set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in His blood to declare His righteousness for
the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.”
When we, as God’s ambassadors, tell you of Jesus Christ, we do not so in
our name but we do our Lord’s bidding and God Himself, by us, is setting
Christ forth, showing Him, revealing Him, exhibiting Him and bidding you
come to Him. “Behold,” says God “I have given Him for a Covenant to the
people, a Leader and Commander to the people.”

This is God’s will, that Christ should be made known to the ends of the
earth! Everywhere Jesus is to be preached, whether men will bow before
Him or not. We are quite sure we are doing God’s will when we are setting
forth Christ, for we are bid to go into all the world and preach Him to
every creature. Assuredly, what the Lord thus sets forth He intends to give
to those who seek it. There are no mockeries with God! He does not ex-
hibit bread and refuse it to the hungry, or set garments before the naked
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and refuse it to them. Happy are the men who see Jesus set forth mani-
festly crucified among them, for they have good ground to hope in Him!

Now then, Sinner, look at this. You want to be rid of your sin. You are
conscious of it this morning, and you do confess it with shame. Well then,
God’s way of pardoning you is that your sin be laid on Jesus. As far as
you are concerned, you can obtain all the merit of the great Atonement of
Calvary by a simple act of faith. As of old the Jew laid his hands upon the
victim and then the victim was his substitute, so if you do but lay your
trembling hands upon Christ, He suffered for you! He was an Atonement
for you, and what a blessed Atonement! Let us rehearse that point again—
He is the Chief of all sacrifices, the Sacrifice of God’s ordaining, of God’s
bestowing, of God’s presenting, and now of God’s setting forth to youl!

What more would you have? In order that all things might be of God in
this matter, from first to last, Jesus is the Lamb of God—is not this well?
Jesus is God’s own chosen Savior—what can be better? On what surer
ground would you wish to rest? O that you were led to receive Him now to
be yours forever! Jesus is my All, and I am a man as you are! Why should
He not be your All, also? I feel as if I could tarry here just a minute and
pass round among all this audience this one solemn question for each one
to answer—will you accept Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, to be unto
your soul the Lamb of God which takes away your sin? Come, what do
you say?

It is ours to point to Him and to bear our witness—will you accept our
testimony? Truly He is a great God and a Savior! We have trusted in Him
and we are not confused. Oh, if the Spirit of God sweetly leads you, now,
to say from your heart—

“My faith does lay her hand
On that dear head of Yours

While like a penitent I stand,
And there confess my sin”—

it is indeed well with you both for time and eternity . Be of good cheer—
your sins, which are many, are forgiven you! Go your way, you are ac-
cepted in the Beloved! Your iniquities are blotted out like a cloud—not one
of them shall be mentioned against you any more forever! O blessed Spirit
of God, out of Your great mercy grant that many and many a heart may
lay hold upon the Lord Jesus at this hour!

II. But now we most pass on to a second point. “Behold the Lamb of
God,” that is, let us CONTEMPLATE JESUS UNDER THAT CHARACTER.
Let us meditate upon Him for a few minutes and then let us constantly fix
our thoughts upon Him. Jesus Christ, as the atoning Sacrifice, ought to
be the principal Object of every Believer’s thoughts. There are other sub-
jects in the world which we must think of, for we are yet in the body—but
this one Subject ought to engross our souls, and, as the birds fly to their
nests so ought we, whenever our minds are let loose—to fly back to Jesus
Christ.

He should be the main Topic of each day’s consideration and of each
night’s reflection. We might, with truthfulness, transfer the words of the
first Psalm, and say, “Blessed is the man whose delight is in the Christ of
God and who meditates in Him both day and night; for he shall be as a
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tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth his fruit in his sea-
son; his leaf also shall not wither, and whatever he does shall prosper.”

To meditate much upon the Lamb of God is to occupy your minds with
the grandest Subject of thought in the universe! All others are flat com-
pared with Him! What are the sciences but human ignorance set forth in
order? What are the classics but the choicest of Babel’s jargon when com-
pared with His teachings? What are the poets but dreamers, and philoso-
phers but fools in His Presence? Jesus alone is wisdom, beauty, eloquence
and power! No theme for contemplation can at all equal this noblest of all
topics—God allied to human nature! Just think—God the Infinite—
Incarnate among sons of men! Marvel at God in union with humanity tak-
ing human sin--out of stupendous love condescending to be numbered
with the transgressors and to suffer for sin that was not his own!

O Wonder and Romance, if men desire you, they may find you here! O
Love, if men seek you, here alone, they may behold you! O Wisdom, if men
dig for you, here shall they discover your purest ore! O Happiness, if men
pine for you, you dwell with the Christ of God and they enjoy you who live

in Him. O Lord Jesus, You are all we need!—
“Such as find You find such sweetness
Deep, mysterious and unknown;
Far above all worldly pleasures,
If they were to meet in one.”

You may search the heavens above and the earth beneath. You may pene-
trate the secret mysteries to find out the callow principles and the begin-
nings of things, but you shall find more in the Man of Nazareth, the equal
with God, than in all else besides!

He is the Sum and Substance of all truth, the Essence of all creation,
the Soul of life! He is the Light of light, the Heaven of heavens, and yet He
is greater, far, than all this, or all else that I could utter! There is no sub-
ject in the world so vast, so sublime, so pure, so elevating, so Divine! Give
me to behold the Lord Jesus and my eyes see every precious thing! Broth-
ers and Sisters, no subject so well balances the soul as Jesus, the Lamb
of God! Other themes disturb the mental equilibrium and overload one
faculty at the expense of others.

I have noticed in theology that certain Brethren meditate almost exclu-
sively upon doctrine, and I think it is not severely critical to say that they
have a tendency to become hard, rigid, and far too militant. It is to be
feared that some doctrinalists miss the spirit of Christ in fighting for the
words of Christ. God forbid I should speak against earnestly contending
for the true faith, but still, without fellowship with the living Savior we
may, through controversy, become ill-developed and one-sided.

I think I have noticed that Brethren who give all their thoughts to ex-
perience are also somewhat out of square. Some of them dwell upon the
experience of human corruption until they acquire a melancholy tem-
perament and are at the same time apt to censure those who enjoy the
liberty of the children. Other Brethren turn all their attention to the
brighter side of experience and these are not always free from the spirit of
carnal security which leads them to look down upon trembling and anx-
ious hearts as though they could not possess true faith in God. I think,
also, that I have noticed that those who pay all their homage at the shrine
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of practical theology have a tendency to become legal and to exchange the
privileges of Believers for the bondage of servants. This also is a grievous
fault.

But when a man takes Christ Jesus crucified to be his mind’s main
thought he has all things in one—doctrine, experience and practice com-
bined! As Canaan contained Carmel, and Sharon, and Eshcol, and Her-
mon, so Jesus comprehends all good things. If “the Lamb of God that
takes away the sin of the world” is the object of our thoughts we have
wine and milk, butter and honey, the fat of the kidneys, wheat and oil out
of the rock, all in one. “A bundle of myrrh is my beloved unto me,” “a clus-
ter of camphor in the vineyards of Engedi.”—

“All human beauties, all Divine
In my Beloved meet and shine.”

Beloved, this, indeed, is the most necessary Subject of contemplation that
can be brought before you! You may forget many other things without se-
rious damage, and even upon important matters you may somewhat err
and yet be safe—but you must live upon Christ, your souls must meditate
on Him—or else you have left the bread from the feast and missed the wa-
ter from the well! The crucified Savior is as necessary for our meditation
as the air is for our breathing. The blood of Jesus is the life-blood of true
religion—a bloodless faith is a lifeless faith.

I stood yesterday by the little open grave of one of our orphans and it
said far more to me than I could say to those who mourned around it, for
it reminded me that there is nothing worth living for beneath the sky,
since all things are as a dream. Then I thought within myself, as I looked
on the poor orphan lads around me—yes, there is something to live for—to
help the poor and train the young, and to make men holier and happier.
But then I remembered that they, too, like myself, were dying creatures
and therefore even the benefit received by them would also pass away. To
live, then, for men is, as far as eternity is concerned, an unsatisfactory
thing unless there is some higher light in which to view it.

But when the heart lives for Jesus it is not less philanthropic, for it
loves men for His sake, but its object melts into the Divine, for we love
God when we love Jesus since He is very God of very God. Beloved, this
leads me to the very marrow of the matter—to believe in Jesus as Divine is
essential to real Christianity—and one of the distinguishing subjects of
faith which separate Christians from other men. Individuals are to be
found who possess great admiration for the Prophet of Nazareth but they
know Him not as the Son of God, or as the Lamb of God. They deny His
Divinity and reject His Atonement.

With fair words and oily speeches they compliment His Character and
bedaub His name with their worthless praises. Yet they are not Christians
and the name is dishonored when they wear it! Of late we have heard den-
iers of our Lord’s Divinity spoken of as Christian Brethren. Now my com-
mon sense does not enable me to see how a man can be called a Christian
who rejects Christ! Charity by all manner of means, but not falsehood!
Union certainly, but not union in deadly error! Confederacy with those
who do not believe Jesus Christ to be God and deny His atoning Sacrifice?
It is treason to the Lord of Glory!
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Such persons may be excellent Muslims, or Jews, or pure Theists, but
they are not Christians! And if they wrongly assume that title we ought
not to concede it to them. In this matter he that is not with our Lord is
against Him, and he that gathers not with Him scatters abroad. Without a
distinct and hearty recognition of our Lord’s Deity and Atonement, how
can a man be a partaker of Christ at all? True Christians have no ques-
tions about these Truths of God—Jesus is to them the Lamb of God that
takes away the sin of the world, and the Son of God whom the world shall
yet adore!

III. Now let us pass on to a third run of thought, but indulge in it very
briefly. Let us behold the Lamb of God, that is, GATHER INSTRUCTION
FROM JESUS UNDER THAT ASPECT. I beg you to gather some doctrinal
instruction. If the Sacrifice provided by God for human sin must be none
other than the Son of God Himself, then sin is a gigantic evil, and neces-
sarily the punishment of sin is stupendous, too.

I observe with pain the attempt that is made to lower the meaning of
Scripture upon the subject of the penalty due to sin. It has been usually
believed to be everlasting, but this is now denied—denied in the teeth of
express Scriptures! Now the moment we begin to mitigate our thought of
Hell’s terrors, we also lower our idea of sin’s evil—and with it we also de-
crease our estimate of the Savior. All things in the temple of Truth are to
scale. If you take the inch scale which now seems to be getting popular
you diminish the dimensions throughout! A little Hell involves a little
Atonement. But, to be consistent, grant a Divine Savior an infinite Sacri-
fice and you grant the infinite demerit of sin and then the eternity of fu-
ture punishment is seen to be consistent.

All these Truths in Scripture lean the one upon the other and your
judgment upon every other will be affected by your opinion of any one. Do
not err, I pray you. Uplift the Christ of God and believe in the Lamb of God
as none other than “very God of very God” and have Him in high reverence
whatever that reverence may involve. What though your inmost soul is
awed with the deepest dread and made to tremble at the fate of those who
reject the Savior and perish in their sins, yet seek not to save your feelings
at your Savior’s cost.

Moreover, what a conception of the love of God the gift of the Lord Je-
sus for our salvation gives us. Despite the terrible wrath of God against
sin, He loved the sinner so much that He gave His only son to die for his
redemption! Here is love! Let us infer from that gift His willingness to an-
swer prayer. “He that spared not His own Son but freely delivered Him up
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things.” Let us
also see here sure proof of the security of the saints, for if Christ is the
Lamb of God and no less than Divine, how shall they perish for whom
such a Sacrifice was offered? If it is the blood of the Son of God which has
bought us, we must be most effectually redeemed beyond all fear of per-
ishing. So far you get doctrinal Truth from beholding the Lamb of God.

Now, if you desire experimental aid look to the Lamb of God, also. Is
there a heart here troubled with sin? Do not meditate upon your sin hop-
ing to find comfort from any consideration connected with it—as well look
for Heaven in Hell! Do not look to your own resources for consolation—as
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well search the Arctic ocean for tropical heat! “Behold the Lamb of God!”
Sin vanishes when the Savior appears. Are you tormented with the power
of sin? Beloved, if you long to conquer sin within you, behold the Lamb of
God! Crucified, your sin shall be upon that Cross where Jesus died. Con-
templations of the Savior are the death of sin—no other weapon will de-
stroy them.

If you suffer today from personal affliction and need fresh strength to
bear it, “Behold the Lamb of God!” His way was much rougher and darker
than yours—pluck up courage, He will bear you through it! He is familiar
with all your griefs, His pitying eyes behold your sorrows. And oh, if you
are getting weary in the battle of life and tired of serving God, “Behold the
Lamb of God!” wrestling unto blood, and your courage will return! Reaper
in the summer’s heat, see Him as He grasps with that pierced hand the
sickle! What strides He makes! How untiringly He labors till His bloody
sweat falls on the ground. Up and do your reaping, too, working at His
side!

Builder in the House of God, if you don’t see the temple rising as you
desire, do not lay down your trowel or the mallet, but see the Master-
Builder standing there with indefatigable perseverance following out His
glorious design! Let not self-denial or self-sacrifice be difficult when the
Lamb of God is before you. Let not perseverance be difficult, or shame, or
scorn be hard to endure—or defeat, or death itself be impossible to tri-
umph in—when the Lamb of God is before them! He conquered upon Gol-
gotha, perhaps you will conquer there. Only keep your eye upon the Lamb
of God and this will make you strong to do and to endure!

I might thus continue urging children of God to their profit to look to
the Lamb of God, but I shall only add this, that if at any time we grow dis-
couraged about God’s work and are afraid that it will not succeed and so
on, the very best encouragement for us is to Behold the Lamb of God! You
are afraid that sin will conquer in your soul—how can it, when Jesus died
for you? Sin seemed to win the day when Christ was dead, but He rose
again and so shall you rise, and you shall be more than a conqueror!

And in this world is it not a very weary business to be a minister of
Christ today? If I might have my choice I would sooner follow any avoca-
tion, so far as the comfort of it is concerned, than this of ministering to
the sons of men! For we beat the air and this deaf generation will not hear
us! What is this perverse generation the better for after years and years
and years of preaching? This land is going back to the foul doctrines
which its fathers would not bear—those who know better are in concert
and continue in fellowship with the priests of Rome! The world is not
worth preaching to—we have piped unto it and it has not danced! We have
mourned unto it, but it has not lamented! It needs an Elijah, a man of fire
and thunder to deal with such an age as this!

But for all that, there is no room for discouragement, for the Truth of
God will win the day! It is in the hands of One who cannot fail or falter. He
shall not fail or be discouraged till He has set judgment in the earth and
the isles wait for His Law. The fight may seem to hang in the scales today,
but the conquest is sure to come unto Him whose right it is. He shall
gather all the scepters of kings beneath His arm in one mighty sheaf and
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take their diadems from off their brows, and be Himself crowned with
many crowns, for God has said it, and Heaven and earth shall pass away
but every promise of His must and shall be fulfilled!

Push on, then, through hosts of enemies, you warriors of the Cross!
Fight up the hill, you soldiers of Christ, through the smoke and through
the dust! You may not see your banner just now, neither do you hear the
trumpet that rings out the note of victory, but the mist shall clear away
and you shall gain the summit of the hill—and your foes shall fly before
you, and the King Himself shall come and you shall be rewarded who have
continued steadfast in His service.

IV. Now the last thought was to be this. Behold the Lamb of God WITH
REVERENCE. I will not dwell upon it for I have not time. Lift up your eyes
and worship Him now. He exists, He is as truly there in Heaven as He was
here on earth. Behold Him! Worship Him! Trust Him! Love Him, for be this
remembered, He will come before long and that which we shall have to
dread if we are unbelievers will be the wrath of the Lamb!

Read through the book of Revelation and you shall find there, I think,
more than 20 times the Lord described as a Lamb. The song is the “song
of Moses and of the Lamb.” Worship is given “unto the Lamb, for He is
worthy.” He it is that takes the book and looses the seven seals, and it is
the Lamb that shall come “to judge the quick and the dead.” “Therefore
kiss the Son lest He be angry and you perish from the way while His
wrath is kindled but a little.” Worship Him at this hour for He comes be-
fore long! As the Lord lives before whom I stand, He will summon every
one of you to His bar. Take heed that He is not an object of terror to you
as He will be if you continue in unbelief, but turn unto Him that He may
be your joy and gladness in the day of His appearing! Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.
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THE FIRST FIVE DISCIPLES
NO. 570

DELIVERED ON SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 15, 1864,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And the two disciples heard him speak and they followed Jesus.
Then Jesus turned and saw them following and said unto them,
What do you seek? They said unto Him, Rabbi, (which is to say,

being interpreted, Master), where do You dwell? He said unto
them, Come and see. They came and saw where He dwelt
and abode with Him that day for it was about the tenth
hour. One of the two which heard John speak and followed
Him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own
brother, Simon, and said unto him, We have found the Messiah,
(which is, being interpreted, the Christ). And he brought him to
Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, He said, You are Simon the
son of Jona: you shall be called Cephas, (which is by interpretation,
A Stone). The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee and find
Philip and say unto him, Follow Me. Now Philip was of Bethsaida,
the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said
unto him, We have found Him, of whom Moses in the Law and
the Prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.
And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing
come out of Nazareth? Philip said unto him, Come and
see. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him and said of
him, Behold an Israelite, indeed, in whom is no
guile. Nathanael said unto Him, Why do You
know me? Jesus answered and said unto him,
Before that Philip called you, when you were under
the fig tree, I saw you. Nathanael answered and said
unto Him, Rabbi, You are the Son of God, You are the King
of Israel. Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said
unto you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe?
You shall see greater things than these, And He
said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Hereafter you shall see Heaven open and
the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man.”
John 1:37-51.

[F it is true that “Order is Heaven’s first law,” I think it must be equally
true that variety is the second law of Heaven. The line of beauty is not a
straight line but always the curve. The way of God’s procedure is not uni-
form but diversified. You see this with a glance, when you look at the
creation around us. God has not made all creatures of one species but He
has created beasts, birds, fishes, insects, reptiles. All flesh truly is not the
same flesh, neither are all bodies of the same order. The dull dead earth,
itself, is full of variety. Gems sparkle not all with the same ray. The
grosser and less precious rocks are marked and veined. Each one accord-
ing to its own fashion. In the vegetable world what a variety of plants,
shrubs, herbs, flowers and trees we have about us! In any one of the
kingdoms of Nature, whether it is the animal, vegetable, or mineral, you
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shall find so many subdivisions that it would need a long schooling to
classify them and a lifetime would not suffice to understand them all.

Consider the winged creatures which flit through the air—what a diver-
sity there is between the tiny humming bird, which seems to be but a liv-
ing mass of gems, and the eagle which, with soaring wings ascends to the
sky and sports with the lighting! The whole world is full of marvels and no
two marvels alike. You shall never be able to find God repeating Himself.
This great Master may often paint two pictures which seem alike, but
investigated with the microscope, what differences at once are revealed!

Even those stars which seem to shine with rays of the same brilliance
are discovered by the aid of the telescope to be of different colors, forms
and orbits. No, even the very clouds are piled in varied forms and the
masses of nebulae which make up the Milky Way are distinguishable from
each other. God, in no instance that we can ever find, has used the same
mold a second time. He is so affluent of designs, so abundant in the wis-
dom that devises, so prolific in plans that even when He would accomplish
the same end He chooses to take another road to it. And that new road is
quite as direct as those by which He has formerly reached His purpose.

Certainly this observation holds good in Providence. What strange di-
versity there has been in the dealings of God with His Church! When He
has chastened His people He has scarcely ever made use of the same rod
twice. At one time Midianites shall come up and devour the land of Israel.
Another day the Philistines with their giants shall invade the country.
Then shall come the Babylonians and the Assyrians. Later the Roman
power shall tread Judea under foot. And as the rods of His chastisement
have been always different on the great scale, so you have found it on the
little scale.

God has seldom chastened you twice in the same way. You could trace
diversities either in the manner of the blow or the instrument you were
struck with, or in the part of your mind which seemed to be the most af-
fected by His chastisements. In deliverers, again, how great a variety—you
scarce find two alike! God raises up a Gideon, but Jephthah is not like
Gideon and Samson is not like Jephthah, nor is David to be compared to
Samson or Gideon. They are all diverse. And their weapons are varied,
too. One man has to use an ass’ jawbone, another must use a sling and a
stone—one shall be content with the ox goad, while another must draw
the dagger.

Different methods God ordains as well as different forms of man. And
He delivers His people just according to His own will, but ever in a differ-
ent form. Well may Providence be so diverse when you consider that men
themselves whom God uses to be His principal instruments are so unlike
each other. There are not merely the great differences of race and of na-
tionality, nor even the differences of birth and education, but we are all
different in constitution—no two minds being alike. There is an individual-
ity about every one of us which will prevent our ever being mistaken for
anyone else.

We might by accident be undistinguished, but let us be known and very
soon important differences will be discovered. God is ever the God of vari-
ety and He will be so to the end of the chapter. He will do new things be-
fore He rolls up the book of history—we shall see new acts of the Lord—He
will fight His battles after fresh methods, raise up deliverers different from
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any who have come before and will exalt and glorify His name upon new
instruments of music. Let us expect it. He is the God of variety, both in
Nature and in Providence.

My text is a very clear illustration that the same law applies in the work
of Grace. There is ever the same kind of operation and yet ever a difference
in the manner of operation. There is always the same Worker in the con-
version of the soul and yet different methods for breaking the heart and
binding it up again are continually employed. Every sinner must be
quickened by the same life, made obedient to the same Gospel, washed in
the same blood, clothed in the same righteousness, filled with the same
Divine energy and eventually taken up to the same Heaven. And yet in the
conversion of no two sinners will you find matters precisely the same.

From the first dawn of the Divine life to the day when it is consum-
mated in the noontide of perfect sanctification in Heaven, you shall find
that God works this way in that one, and that way in the other, and by
another method in the third—for God still will be the God of variety. Let
His order stand fast as it may, still will He ever be manifesting the variety,
the many-sidedness of His thoughts and mind. If, then, you look at this
narrative—somewhat long, but I think very full of instruction—you may
notice four different methods of conversion. And these occur in the con-
version of the first five who formed the nucleus of the college of Apostles—
the first five who came to Christ and were numbered among His disciples!

It is very remarkable that there should be among five individuals four
different ways of conversion! Were you, however, to examine any five per-
sons, I suppose you would find similar disparity. Pick out five Christians
indiscriminately and begin to question them how they were brought to
know the Lord. You will find methods other than those you have here. And
probably quite as many as four out of the five would be distinct from the
rest.

I. The first case we have in the text is THE CONVERSION OF THE TWO
DISCIPLES. One was probably John. We cannot speak with absolute cer-
tainty, but it was very probably John. We know it to have been the habit
of this Evangelist to omit his own name whenever he could. Sometimes he
speaks of “that other disciple,” when he means himself. And now and then
he puts it, “that disciple whom Jesus loved.”

His love nurtured in him a kindly esteem of others, but an humble es-
timate of himself. While, therefore, he never omits to record the need of
praise others obtained from the lips of Christ, as often as he can he omits
his own name. It is supposed then—and I think rightly—that one was
John. The other was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. The first two disci-
ples are the fruits of preaching.

May we not expect to find that the major part of our conversions are the
result of the public ministry? “The two disciples heard him speak and they
followed Jesus.” Let us offer a few words concerning this first matter. We
expect, Beloved, to see a great number of souls brought to God by the
preaching of the Truth of God. The preaching of the Cross may be and it
actually is to those who perish, foolishness. But unto us who are saved, it
is the power of God and the wisdom of God. Wherever there is the most
Gospel preaching, you will find the most conversions.

Many of our societies for carrying the Gospel to the heathen forget their
main work. And while setting up colleges, translating Bibles and publish-

Volume 10 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 3



4 The First Five Disciples Sermon #570
ing tracts, they neglect to use this great hammer of God, this mighty bat-
tering ram which is to dash down strongholds. The preaching of the
Cross, the crying of, “Behold the Lamb of God!”—this is God’s appointed
agency. Other labors are to be entered into, but this is the main and chief
agency for the conversion of souls.

Observe in the case before us, the preacher. He was a man Divinely il-
luminated. Jesus Christ came to John’s Baptism, but at first the Baptist
did not know Him. After awhile, however, when the descending Spirit
marked out the Messiah, John then knew to a certainty that this was He
of whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets did write. Ever afterwards
John’s testimony was clear and bold. Though he ended his ministry with
the loss of his head, he never lost the honesty of his purpose or the lucid-
ness of his testimony. He continued faithfully to declare that the Messiah
had come.

Brethren, it is of importance in the work of the ministry that the
preacher be a God-illuminated man. Not that education is to be de-
spised—on the contrary, we cannot expect the Spirit of God in these days
to give to men the knowledge of languages if they can acquire that knowl-
edge by a little perseverance. It is never the Divine rule to work a super-
fluous miracle. With the faculties and powers we possess, we must yield
up our members unto God as instruments of righteousness. So far, then,
as the education of the man is concerned, we believe God leaves that with
us, for if we can do it there is no need that any miracle should be worked.

But let the man be educated ever so well, he is then but as the lump of
clay—God must breathe into his nostrils the breath of spiritual life as a
preacher, or else he will be of no service—just a dead weight upon the
Church of God. What shall we say, then, of those men who enter into a
pulpit because the family living is vacant, or because, indeed, being too
great fools for either the army or the law, they must needs be put where
their livelihood can be more easily obtained—in the Church? How crying
is this sin in our times, that men should have Episcopal hands laid upon
them, declaring that they are moved to the ministry by the Holy Spirit,
when they know not whether there is a Holy Spirit, so far as any experi-
mental knowledge of His power upon their own hearts is concerned!

The day, I hope, is passing away when men shall be more skilled at
hunting the fox than at fishing for souls. And on the whole, God is raising
up in this land a spirit of decision upon this point—that the Christian
minister must be a man who knows experimentally in his own soul the
Truths of God which he professes to preach. God may convert souls, it is
true, by a bad preacher. Why, if the devil preached, I should not wonder
at souls being converted—if only the devil preached the Truth. It is the
Truth and not the preacher. Ravens, unclean birds though they are,
brought Elijah his bread and his meat—and unclean ministers may some-
times bring God’s servants their spiritual food. But for all that, unto the
wicked, God says, “What have you to do to declare My statutes?” The min-
ister must be a God-taught man whose eyes have been opened by the Holy
Spirit. This, at least, is the standing rule—whatever exceptions may be
pleaded.

Then, mark you, granted that this is the case we must not expect his
ministry to be alike successful at all times, for in the present instance, on
one occasion the Baptist gave a very clear testimony for Christ, but none
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of his disciples left him to follow Jesus. The next time he preached he was
successful, for two of his disciples joined the Master, though on the for-
mer occasion we read not that one of his hearers was led to declare him-
self on the Lord’s side.

My Brethren, God suffers His ministers to cast the net sometimes on
the wrong side of the ship. Even a whole night they may toil and take
nothing. They may sow upon the barren ground, upon the highway and
among the thorns. They may cast their bread upon the waters, and as yet
they may not find it, for the promise speaks of “many days.” Still the min-
ister must persevere. If souls are not saved today, they may be tomorrow.
I was wondering, as I read this passage, whether there were some who
heard last Sunday in vain, who perhaps would hear to profit today. I was
lifting up my heart in prayer to God that these words, “the next day after,”
might come true to some here.

Whereas, the other day, I cried, “Behold the Lamb!” and you did not see
Him or trust Him, I will repeat the cry, “Behold the Lamb!” again today. O
that you may be led to follow Jesus! When you have well considered the
preacher and his success, I would have you observe his Subject. How
short the sermon!—a rebuke to our prolixity. How plain it was—no diffi-
cult phrases—no high-flown elocutionary embellishments—no feats of
oratory here! It is just, “Behold the Lamb!” But observe the Subject—John
preaches of Jesus Christ, of nothing else but Christ. And of Christ, too, in
tha]‘g 1position and in that form in which He was most needed but least pal-
atable.

The Jews accepted Christ the Lion. They looked for the mighty Hero of
the Tribe of Judah who should break their bonds. Such Jesus was. But
John did not preach Him as such. He preached Him as Christ the Lamb—
the Lamb of God, the suffering, despised, meek, and patient Sacrifice. The
Baptist held Him up to the sons of men on this occasion as the great Sin
Bearer. He seems to have brought out most prominently in his own
thoughts and before the minds of the people the picture of the paschal
lamb and of the scapegoat. He dwelt upon this, that Jesus was the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world.

If there are to be many conversions worked in any place, the preacher
must be a man taught of God and he must persevere, even though he has
been unsuccessful. But he must see to it that this is the staple of all his
sermons, the raw material out of which he makes every discourse—“Jesus
and Jesus the Lamb! Jesus the Sin Bearer.” He must ever be crying, “You
Sinners, see your sins laid on Him! You guilty, look to Him! Trust Him!
There is life in a look at Him. He has taken your sins and carried your
sorrows—look to Him!” Let the preacher stammer here and he is undone.
Let him be unsound on the Atonement. Let him speak in feeble strains, as
though he apologized for so old-fashioned a doctrine and you shall hear of
no conversions from January to December.

But let him hold this to be the first and most important Truth—that Je-
sus Christ came into the world to be a Sin Bearer for sinners, even the
chief, and there must be conversions! God were not true to His promise,
the Truth were no longer the potent thing it has proved itself to be in the
olden times if souls were not quickened and turned to God by such a min-
istry as this! O you who preach the Gospel, keep close to this, “Behold the
Lamb of God!” You young men who stand up in the streets, make this
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your topic! And you who minister to the Church of God, give them all the
doctrines of the Gospel, but still always come back to this as the needle
comes to its pole—“Behold the Lamb of God which takes away the sin of
the world!”

In these two conversions by public ministry it is interesting to observe
the process. Carefully notice the narrative. A spirit of enquiry was stirred
up in Andrew and his companion and they began to follow Christ, not ex-
actly as disciples as yet, but as searchers. If I may say so, they followed
Christ’s back. They had not come to see His face yet, or to sit at His feet.
They followed His back as some do who, being impressed under the Word,
have a desire after Christ and intend to set about an honest investigation
of His claims to their faith. While they are following behind Christ, He
turns round and faces them.

Oh, what a blessed turning for them! It was a blessed turning for Peter
when the Lord turned and looked upon him! And in this case while they
are, as it were, following His back, He turns and He looks upon them. I
cannot tell you how much love there was in His eyes. The love of a mother
to her first child may perhaps picture the love of Jesus Christ to these,
His first disciples. He was God, He was Man, He was God’s own Son. But
He had never been a Master of disciples till that moment. Now He springs
to a rank which He had not obtained before. Now He has some who will
call Him “Rabbi,” and will be willing to be guided by His teaching. He
looks round upon them. Even so, when enquiry is excited by the ministry,
and men begin to search, Jesus Christ looks upon them. With an eye of
earnest affection He regards them and assists them in their search.

Jesus put to them the question, “What do you seek?”—a very modest
question. Notice it. It is the first word of Christ’s ministry. It is the first
word [ find Christ speaking at all in public—“What do you seek?” And was
not it a very comprehensive question? “What is that you seek?” If there are
any honest enquirers here after salvation, He puts the same question to
you this morning—“What do you seek?” Are you seeking pardon? You
shall find it in Me. Are you seeking peace? I will give you rest. Are you
seeking purity? I will take away your sin. A new heart will I give you and a
right spirit will I put within you. What are you seeking? Some solid resting
place for your soul upon earth and a glorious hope for yourself in Heaven?
Whatever you seek, it is here.

What a text this might be for a missionary when first consulted by
some of the awakened heathen, when he should say, “You are on the
search after Truth. Now what is it you really want? What do you seek?
What is it? Because whatever it is that the human heart in its right state
can possibly seek after—all that is to be found in Christ.” Christ meets the
man who is in an enquiring frame of mind by suggesting to him further
enquiry. He stirs up the heart. While the soul’s fire is burning He puts fuel
to the flame.

They say, “Master, where do you dwell?” And His answer to them is,
“Come and see.” This is just how the process of conversion is worked in
men’s hearts. They want to know more of Christ and He says to them,
“Come and see.” You would have peace—come and see whether I can give
it to you. I tell you that if you trust Me, your peace shall be like a river
and your righteousness like the waves of the sea. “Come and see.” You say
you want purity—just try now the effect of the obedience of faith. See if it
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does not change your heart and renew your spirit. “Come and see.” O you
who are seeking and asking questions about Christ and about His Gospel
and His Person and His pedigree, “Come and see.”

The best way to be convinced of the potency of our holy Gospel is to try
it for yourselves. If you are honest seekers, if the Grace of God has made
you so, then come and test and try! “Blessed is every man that trusts in
Him.” This is our witness and our testimony. But if you want to be sure of
it for yourselves, “Come and see.” They took Christ at His word. They
came and they saw. We are not told what they saw, but we are told what
was the result—they stopped with Him that night and they remained with
Him all His days and became His faithful disciples.

O my dear Friend, if you would but come and see Christ! If by humble
earnest prayer you would give your heart up to Him and then trust in Him
implicitly to be your Guide, you would never lament the decision! If Jesus
proves a liar to you, then desert Him! If His promises are not true, then
stand no longer numbered with His disciples. But give Him a trial—

“O make but trial of His love!

Experience will decide how blest are they and only they,
Who in His Truth confide.”

You see, then, the way in which God’s Grace works through the Word—it
excites a spirit of enquiry, then a still further enquiry, then the test of ex-
perience—and afterwards leads to the giving up of the heart to Christ.

II. The next case is a very different one. The third of Christ’s disciples,
one Simon Peter, was brought in by PRIVATE INSTRUMENTALITY and not
by the public preaching of the Word. Observe the forty-first verse, “Andrew
first finds his own brother Simon, and says unto him, We have found the
Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.” This case is but the pat-
tern of all cases where spiritual life is vigorous. As soon as ever a man is
found by Christ, he begins to find others.

The word “first” implies that he did not give it up afterwards—he first
found his own brother Simon! How many he found afterwards I cannot
tell, but I will be bound to say that Andrew continued to be a fisher of
men till he was taken up to the third Heaven. He found very many after he
had found Peter. The first instinct of the new-born life is to desire the good
of others. I will not believe that you have tasted of the honey of the Gospel
if ymf can eat it all yourself. True Grace puts an end to all spiritual mo-
nopoly.

I know there are some who think there is no Grace beyond their own
Chapel. They believe that God never works beyond the walls of their own
tabernacle. Beyond the range of the voice of their minister everything is
unsound, unorthodox, pretensions perhaps, but still fatally delusive. They
hold that all others are out of the bond of the Covenant and, not unlike
those ancient wranglers in the land of Uz, they say, “We are the men and
wisdom will die with us.” Surely God’s people never talk in that fashion, or
if they do, they are then speaking the language of Ashdod and not the
speech of the child of Israel, for the Israelite’s tongue drops with love and
his speech is full of the anxious desire that others may be brought in!

Look at our Apostle Paul. You shall never find stronger predestinarian-
ism than you read in the ninth chapter of Romans, and yet what does he
say? His heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be
saved. He had heaviness of heart, he says, for his Brethren, his kinsmen
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according to the flesh. There was no man more anxious to convert souls
than Paul, though there was no man more sound in the doctrine of the
election of God. He knew it was not of him that wills, nor of him that runs,
but yet he could say as Samuel did, “God forbid that I should sin against
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you.”

See, then, that the first desire of a Christian man is to endeavor to
bring others to the Savior. Relationship has a very stern demand upon our
first individual efforts. Andrew, you did well to begin with Simon. I do not
know, my Brethren, whether there are not some Christians giving away
tracts at other people’s houses who would do well to give away a tract at
their own. I wonder whether there are not some going out to the villages
preaching who had better remain at home teaching their own children—or
whether even in the Sunday school there may not be those who come be-
fore God to perform one duty, while their hands are stained blood-red with
the murder of another duty. Your first business is at home. You may have
a call to teach other people’s children—that may be—but certainly you
have an imperative call to teach your own. You may or you may not be
called to look after the people of a neighboring town or village, but cer-
tainly you are called to see after your own servants, your own kinsfolk and
acquaintances. Let your religion begin at home.

We have heard of some people who export their best commodities—
many traders do—I do not think the Christian should imitate them in
that. At least let the Christian have all his conversation everywhere of the
best savor, but let him have a care to put forth the sweetest fruit of spiri-
tual life and testimony at home and in the circle of his own kinsfolk and
acquaintances. Andrew, you did well, first, to find your brother Simon.
When he went to find him he may not have thought of what Simon would
become. Why, Simon was worth ten Andrews, as far as we can gather
from the Evangelists! Peter was a very prince among the Apostles! And
with that ready tongue of his and that bold, dashing, daring spirit—with
that confident, resolute soul—there were none of them a match for Peter!

John might excel in love, but still Peter was verily a leader among the
Apostles, and Andrew would but little compare with him. You may be
yourself but very deficient in talent and yet you may be the means of
bringing a great man to Christ. Ah, dear Friend, you little know the possi-
bilities which are in you! You may but speak a word to a child and in that
child there may be slumbering now a great heart which shall stir the
Christian Church in years to come. Andrew has only two talents, but then
finds Peter. Andrew’s testimony to Peter is worthy of remark. There was
great modesty in it and that, I dare say, commended it to Peter.

He did not say, “I have found the Messiah”—he says, “We.” Whoever
was the other disciple, he gives him his share of the discovery. Our speech
never loses force by losing pride but generally increases its power in pro-
portion to its modesty, though that modesty must never interfere with
boldness. His testimony was very plain and very positive. He did not beat
around the bush or hesitate, but it is just this—“We have found the Mes-
siah.” Plain and unadorned was the statement, very positive. He did not
say, “I think we have,” or, “I trust we have,” but, “we have.” And this was
just the thing for Simon Peter.

Peter wanted positive and plain dealing and he was a man who wanted
it pushed home by a brother’s friendly voice, or else it had little availed
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him to speak of Christ at all. When he was brought to Jesus, observe the
process of conversion. Jesus describes to him his present state. He said,
“You are Simon, son of Jona.” Some interpret this, “You are Simon, the
son of the timid dove.” He explains to him what he was—shows that He
knew him—that He understood both his boldness and his cowardice—
both his rashness and his constancy. And then, when He had told him
what he was, Jesus gave him a new name indicative of the nature which
His Grace would give—“You shall be called Cephas, a stone.”

Now this is the general plan of conversion. It is the plan in every case,
really, though not apparently. Nature is discovered and Grace is 1mparted
The old name we are taught to read with sorrow and a new name is given
to us and we rejoice in it. There may be some here who have not been
converted to God under the ministry but under the words of a Sunday
school teacher, or a sister, or a friend. Thank God and take courage. It
does not matter how you are converted, so long as you are resting upon
Jesus only!

If you have not been a searcher of the Word, if Christ has never seemed
to say to you, “Come and see,” yet if your nature has been changed and
you have received a new name—if there is a radical change in the rest—
you are a child of God. That you are brought into the fellowship of the
saints is an illustration of the unity of God’s purpose. That there should
be distinctive marks in your conversion is quite in harmony with the di-
versity of His operations.

III. “The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee and find Philip
and say unto him, Follow Me.” The fourth disciple is called without either
the public Word or private instruction—he is called directly BY THE
VOICE OF JESUS. Now in truth all men are so called, for the voice of
John or the voice of Andrew is really the voice of Jesus Christ speaking
through their instrumentality. But in some cases no apparent instrumen-
tality is used. We have known some who on a sudden have felt impres-
sions, from where they came or where they tended they did not know.

In the midst of business we have known the workman suddenly check
his plane—a great thought has entered into his brain—where it came from
he could not tell. We have known a man wake up at midnight—he could
not tell why, but a holy calm was upon him and as the moon was shining
through the window there seemed to be a holy light shining into his soul
and he began to think. We have known such things to occur—surprising
cases—when men have been planning deeds of vice.

Was it not so with Colonel Gardner—that very night about to perpetrate
a crime and yet stopped by Sovereign Grace upon the very brink of it,
without any apparent instrumentality? We can not tell, Brethren, when
God may regenerate His elect, for though we are to use means and cry to
God to send forth laborers into the vineyard, yet the Sovereign Lord of All
will frequently work without them. The Word which has been heard in
years gone by. The Scripture which was known in childhood may, by the
direct power of the Holy Spirit, without any immediate apparent means,
turn the man from darkness to Light. Jesus Christ spoke but two words,
but those words were enough—“Follow Me”—and Philip at once obeyed.
What preparation of heart there had been before, I cannot tell. What still
small voice had been speaking before this in Philip’s ear, we do not know.
Certainly the only outward means was this voice of Christ, “Follow Me.”
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And there may be in this House some who will be converted this
morning. You do not know why you are here. You cannot tell why you
strayed in. But yet it may be—God knows—Christ would have you come
here because He would come here Himself. Is not there something which
invites a pause in that word, “would,” as we read it in this verse?—“The
day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee.” Is not there something of
the Divine necessity which we have often noticed in another place?—“He
must needs go through Samaria.” Did not He feel instinctively that there
was a soul there which He must meet with and He must go after it and
speak the all-commanding, sin-subduing Word?

Perhaps this morning Jesus would come to the Tabernacle! Jesus
would come here because He knows that Philip is come here, too. Philip,
where are you? You may have lived in sin and despised Christ, but if He
says, “Follow Me,” I beseech you obey His word and follow Him! To follow
Christ is the picture of Christian discipleship in every form. Follow Christ
in your doctrines—believe what He teaches! Follow Christ in your faith—
trust Him implicitly with your soul! Follow Him in your actions—let Him
be your example and Guide! Follow Him in ordinances—in Baptism follow
Him and at His Table follow Him!

To every deed of daring, to every place of spiritual communion, to the
mountain of secret prayer, or to the crowd in open ministry, follow Him!
According to your measure tread in the footsteps of your Lord and Master.
And this, I say, may be directed to one who has had no other instrumen-
tality used upon him, but just the mysterious voice of Christ— “Follow
Me.” It was so with the third case. Perhaps of the three this experience is
the highest. The first two were told, “Come and see,” and they came to
understand the value of Christ. But this one is made to follow—he carries
out practically that which the others did but see.

The second conversion before us attains a higher degree than the first.
But this is the highest of all when the change of nature, as in the case of
Peter, now leads to a change of action, as in the case of Philip, who arises
and follows Christ.

IV. I hope I have not wearied you, for there is yet the fourth case of the
fifth disciple, which differs from them all—Nathanael. What shall we say of
Nathanael? Was he converted by ministry? It does not appear so. Was he
converted by PRIVATE INSTRUMENTALITY? He was partly so. Philip finds
Nathanael, but Philip’s finding of Nathanael was not quite so effectual as
Christ’s finding of Philip. When Christ found Philip, Philip believed. But
when Philip found Nathanael, Nathanael would not believe. He said, “Can
there any good thing come out of Nazareth?”

Philip is partly the instrument, but there is something more. Jesus
Christ Himself shows His own power BY TELLING TO NATHANAEL THE
SECRETS OF HIS HEART. But still, Nathanael’s conversion to Christ
seems to me to be PARTLY OWING TO THE STATE IN WHICH HE THEN
WAS. He was already in some sense a saved man—he was a devout Israel-
ite. He was a true seeker of the Messiah beneath the fig tree. Well, then,
there were these things put together—there was a preparation of heart
which was doubtless worked of God.

But this preparation did not bring him to Christ, though it made him
ready for Christ. It brought him to God in prayer, but it did not bring him
yet to the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Then came
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Philip’s instrumentality and then came Christ’s Divine Word which con-
vinced Nathanael and led him to put his trust in the Messiah. This is a
sort of composite case and doubtless there are many in the Church of
God, who, if you should ask them, “How were you converted?” would be
somewhat puzzled to give the answer.

We find in our Church Meetings a very large proportion of people who
say, “Well, I cannot trace my conversion to any one sermon—many Ser-
mons have impressed me—indeed, most do. I cannot say, Sir, that [ was
converted when I was a child, but I sometimes think I was, ‘for even at
that time I was the subject of many impressions and I certainly did offer
prayer. Yet there was a time,” they will tell you, “there was a time when I
seemed to come out more distinctly into the Light. And when I could say
of Christ, ‘You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel,” but I cannot
say exactly when the sun rose.”

Now this, I think, was Nathaniel’s case. Perhaps trained and brought
up by godly parents, he had been in the habit of prayer—that prayer was
somewhat ignorant—but it was very sincere. He sought the solitude of his
shady garden and under the fig tree poured out his heart unto the Lord.
That man is not saved. No! But there is a great part of the work done. Do
not tell me that that man in his prayer has nothing in him more than the
blasphemer. I tell you that he needs as much as the blasphemer does to
have an effectual Word from Christ, but still there is a preparatory work in
this man which there is not even in Philip, or in Simon Peter. There is a
something, not meritorious, but still preparatory to the reception of the
Gospel of Christ.

And when you labor for the conversion of such a man as this—and I do
hope there may be some in this crowd—then it does not matter whether it
is the ministry, or whether it is private instrumentality—there is sure to
be good result because there is good ground to begin with. God has al-
ready furrowed and plowed the soil and so when the seed is scattered,
there may be a little objection at first, but ultimately it will take root. Be
looking out then, dear Friends, you who know how to talk to others about
their souls! And wherever you see anything like devotion, even if it is mis-
taken and ignorant, look at that case! Be especially hopeful about it and
try, if you can, to inform that person, “We have found Him of whom Moses
in the Law and the Prophets did write.”

Introduce Christ, talk of Jesus, bring these Nathanaels to Jesus—these
who are like the honest and good ground, these men without guile or
cunning—bring them to Jesus! Still, mark you, their prayers and your in-
strumentality will not be enough unless Christ shall meet them with some
startling, soul-discovering Word and shall say, “Before that Philip called
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Ah, you seeking Soul,
Christ sees you! Before you came here this morning Jesus saw you! Before
you hear the challenge, “Look to Christ,” Christ has looked upon you. If
you are truly seeking in the loneliness of that upper room, or in that field
behind the hedge, Jesus sees you!

When you are by the wayside and your heart is going up, “Lord, save
me, or I perish,” Jesus sees you! One of you has been writing to me this
morning, and you say, “Pray for me that I may be saved, for I want to be
saved.” Ah, my Friend, if you want to be saved, Jesus wants to save you
and so you are both agreed on that point! You, like Nathanael, are seeking
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Him. And I come this morning, like Philip and I long to bring you to Je-
sus, my Master. Oh, how I pray Him to speak to you and if so, He will tell
you that He knew you when you were dead in sin and loved you, notwith-
standing all!

And therefore He brought you to this House to hear His Word. Mark
you, Nathanael’s is the best case of the whole! He was favored above
many. Who was the first man that ever had a promise from Christ? It was
Nathanael! What was that? Why, that promise seems to me to be the sum
of the Gospel—or rather the token-promise of the Gospel—which every
Christian should carry in his hand. Jesus said, “Because I said unto you,
I saw you under the fig tree, believe you? You shall see greater things than
these.” Nathanael was the first man who ever received a promise from the
lips of the Lord Jesus when He was here on earth!

O you seeking Nathanaels, I think this is a promise for you—*“You shall
see greater things than these”™—you shall see yourself pardoned! You shall
see your prayers ascending Jacob’s ladder and blessings coming down
from God to rest upon your soul! I had hoped to have brought out many
more points, but indeed, the chapter is too full for any to handle in so
brief a time. You will observe, however, that I have given you just a glance
at the surface of it which will suffice to show that the means of conversion
and the general tenor of conversion will be found to differ in each case.
Perhaps Nathanael’s is the highest of all—he receives Christ in a fuller
way than any of the others and he enjoys greater promises than they do.

But still they are all genuine, though they are not one of them like the
other, except that John and Andrew may be put together. Judge not,
therefore, your conversion by its means or by its particular form, but
judge it by its fruit. Does it bring you to Jesus? Are you depending upon
Him now? If so, go your way—your sins, which are many, are forgiven
you! Eat the fat and drink the sweet, for God accepts you—therefore re-
joice! But and if you have had a thousand conversions, if you are not rest-
ing on Jesus this morning, tremble, for your refuge is a refuge of lies! Your
hope is a spider’s web—God deliver you from it and bring you now to rest
upon the finished work and the perfect Sacrifice of the Lord Jesus! And
then, with Andrew and Peter and John, and Philip and Nathanael you
shall meet before the Throne to praise Him who is the Son of God and the
King of Israel! The Lord bless you, for Christ’s sake. Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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“And he brought him to Jesus.”
John 1:42.

WE have a most intense desire for the revival of religion in our own
midst and throughout all the Churches of our Lord Jesus. We see that er-
ror is making great advances and we would gladly lift up a banner for the
cause of the Truth of God. We pity the mighty populations among whom
we dwell for they are still godless and Christless and the things of their
peace are hidden from their eyes. Therefore we would gladly behold the
Lord performing miracles of Divine Grace. Our hope is that the set time to
favor Zion is come and we intend to be importunate in prayer that God
will reveal His arm and do great things in these latter days.

Our eager desire, of which our special services will be the expression, is
a right one. Challenge it who will, it is ours to cultivate and prove by our
zeal for God that the desire is not insincere or superficial. But, my Broth-
ers and Sisters, it is very possible that in addition to cultivating a vehe-
ment desire for the revival of religion, we may have been daydreaming and
forecasting in our minds a conception of the form which the Divine visita-
tion shall take. Remembering what we have heard of former times of re-
freshing, you expect a repetition of the same outward signs and look for
the Lord to work as He did with Livingstone at the Kirk of Shotts, or with
Jonathan Edwards in New England, or Whitefield in our own land.

Perhaps you have planned in your mind that God will raise up an ex-
traordinary preacher whose ministry will attract the multitude, and while
he is preaching, God the Holy Spirit will attend the Word so that hun-
dreds will be converted under every sermon and other evangelists will be
raised up of a like spirit and from end to end this island shall hear the
Truth and feel its power. Now it may be that God will so visit us. It may be
that such signs and wonders as have frequently attended revivals may be
again witnessed—the Lord may rend the heavens and come out and make
the mountains to fall down at His feet!

But it is just possible that He may select quite another method. His
Holy Spirit may reveal Himself like a mighty river swollen with floods and
sweeping all before its majestic current. But if He so wills, He may rather
unveil His power as the gentle dew which, without observation, refreshes
all the earth! It may happen unto us as unto Elijah when the fire and the
wind passed before him, but the Lord was not in either of those mighty
agencies—He preferred to commune with His servant in a still, small
voice. Perhaps that still, small voice is to be language of Divine Grace in
this congregation. It will be useless, then, for us to be mapping out the
way of the eternal God! It will be idle for us to be rejecting all the good
which He may be pleased to give us because it does not happen to come in
the shape which we have settled in our own minds to be the proper one.
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Idle, did I say? Such prejudice would be wicked to the extreme! It has
very frequently happened that while men have been sketching out imagi-
nary designs they have missed actual opportunities! They would not build
because they could not erect a palace—they therefore shiver in the win-
ter’s cold. They would not be clothed in homespun, for they looked for
scarlet and fine linen—and before long they were not content to do a little
and therefore did nothing! I want, therefore, to say, this morning, to every
Believer here, it is vain for us to be praying for an extensive revival of re-
ligion and comforting each other in the hope of it, if, meanwhile, we allow
our zeal to effervesce and sparkle—and then to be dissipated.

Our proper plan is, with the highest expectations and with the greatest
longings, to imitate the woman of whom it is written, “She has done what
she could,” by laboring diligently in such holy works as may be within our
reach, according to Solomon’s precept, “Whatever your hands find to do,
do it with all your might.” While Believers are zealously doing what God
enables them to do, they are in the high road to abundant success. But if
they stand all the day idle, grasping after wonders, their spiritual need
shall come upon them as an armed man. I have selected the text before us
in order that I may speak upon matters which are practical and efforts
within the reach of all. We shall not speak of the universal triumph of the
Gospel, but of its victory in single hearts. Nor shall we deal with the efforts
of an entire Church, but with the pious fervor of individual disciples.

If the Christian Church were in a proper and healthy state, the mem-
bers would be studious of the Word of God and would themselves have so
much of the Spirit of Christ that the only thing they would need in the
great assemblies, over and above worship, would be a short encouraging
and animating word of direction addressed to them, as to well-drilled and
enthusiastic soldiers who need but the word of command and the deed of
valor is straightway performed. So would I speak and so would I have you
hear at this hour.

Coming then, to the subject. Andrew was converted by Christ to be-
come His disciple. Immediately he sets to work to recruit the little army by
discipling others. He finds his brother, Peter, and he brings him to Jesus.

I. First, I shall call your attention, this morning, to THE MISSIONARY
DISCIPLE. Andrew is the picture of what all disciples of Christ should be!
To begin, then. This first successful Christian missionary was himself a
sincere follower of Jesus. Is it necessary to make that observation? No,
rather, will it ever be needless while so many make a profession of a faith
which they do not possess? While so many will wantonly thrust them-
selves into the offices of Christ’s Church, having no concern for the Glory
of His kingdom and no part or lot in it, it will always be necessary to re-
peat that warning, “Unto the wicked, God says, What have you to do to
declare My statutes?”

Men who have never seen the beauties of Emmanuel are not fit persons
to describe them to others. An experimental acquaintance with vital godli-
ness is the first necessity for a useful worker for Jesus. That preacher is
accursed who knows not Christ for himself! God may, in infinite sover-
eignty, make him the means of blessing to others, but every moment that
he tarries in the pulpit he is an impostor! Every time he preaches he is a
mocker of God and woe unto him when his Master calls him to his dread
account! You unconverted young people who enter upon the work of Sun-
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day school instruction and so undertake to teach others what you do not
know yourselves, place yourselves in a position of unusual solemnity and
of extraordinary peril! I say, “of extraordinary peril,” because you do, by
the fact of being a teacher, profess to know and will be judged by your
profession—and, I fear, condemned out of your own mouths!

You know only the theory of religion and of what use is that while you
are strangers to its power? How can you lead others along a way which
you yourself refuse to tread? Besides, I have noticed that persons who be-
come active in Church work before they have first believed in Christ are
very apt to remain without faith, resting content with the general repute
which they have gained. O dear Friends, beware of this! In this day hypoc-
risy is so common and self-deceit is so easy that I would not have you
place yourselves where those vices become almost inevitable. If a man
voluntarily puts himself where it is taken for granted that he is godly, his
next step will be to mimic godliness and by-and-by he will flatter himself
into the belief that he really possesses that which he so successfully imi-
tates.

Beware, dear Hearers, of a religion which is not true—it is worse than
none! Beware of a form of godliness which is not supported by the fervor
of your heart and soul. This age of shams presents but few instances to
self-examination, therefore am I the more earnest that every one of us, be-
fore he shall seek to bring others to Christ, should deliberately ask him-
self, “Am I a follower of Christ myself? Am I washed in His blood? Am I re-
newed by His Spirit?” If not, my first business is not in the pulpit, but on
my knees in prayer! My first occupation should not be in the Sunday
school class, but in my closet, confessing my sin and seeking pardon
through the atoning Sacrifice!

Andrew was earnest for the souls of others, though he was but a young
convert. So far as I can gather, he appears to have beheld Jesus as the
Lamb of God one day and to have sought after his brother, Peter, the next.
Far be it from us to forbid you who but yesterday found joy and peace, to
exert your new-born zeal and youthful ardor! No, my Brothers and Sisters,
delay not, but make haste to spread abroad the Good News which is now
so fresh and so full of joy to you! It is right that the advanced and the ex-
perienced should be left to deal with the captious and the skeptical, but
you, even you, young as you are, may find some with whom you can
cope—some brother like Simon Peter, some sister dear to you who will lis-
ten to your unvarnished tale and believe in your simple testimony.
Though you are but young in Divine Grace and but little instructed, begin
the work of soul-winning, and—

“Tell to sinners round
What a dear Savior you have found!”

If the religion of Jesus Christ consisted in abstruse doctrines, hard to
be understood. If the saving Truths of Christianity were metaphysical
points, difficult to handle—then a matured judgment would be needed in
every worker for God and it would be prudent to say to the young convert,
“Hold back till you are instructed.” But, since that which saves souls is as
simple as A, B, C. Since it is nothing but this, “He that believes and is
baptized, shall be saved,” he that trusts the merits of Christ shall be
saved! You who have trusted Him know that He saved you and you know
that He will save others! And I charge you before God, tell it, tell it right
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and left, but especially tell it to your own kinsfolk and acquaintances that
they, also, may find eternal life!

Andrew was a disciple, a new disciple and I may add, a commonplace
disciple, a man of average capacity. He was not at all the brilliant charac-
ter that Simon Peter, his brother, turned out to be. Throughout the life of
Jesus Christ Andrew’s name occurs, but no notable incident is connected
with it. Though in later life he, no doubt, became a most useful Apostle,
and according to tradition, sealed his life’s ministry by death upon a
cross, yet at the first Andrew was, as to talent, an ordinary Believer—one
of that common standard and nothing remarkable. Yet Andrew became a
useful minister and thus it is clear that servants of Jesus Christ are not to
excuse themselves from endeavoring to extend the boundaries of His
kingdom by saying, “I have no remarkable talent, or singular ability.”

I very much disagree with those who decry ministers of slender gifts,
sneering at them, as though they ought not to occupy the pulpit at all. Are
we, after all, Brethren, as servants of God, to be measured by mere ora-
torical ability? Is this after the fashion of Paul, when he renounced the
wisdom of words lest the faith of the disciples should stand in the wisdom
of man and not in the power of God? If you could blot out from the Chris-
tian Church all the minor stars and leave nothing but those of the first
magnitude, the darkness of this poor world would be increased sevenfold!
How often the eminent preachers, which are the Church’s delight, are
brought into the Church by those of less degree, even as Simon Peter was
converted by Andrew!

Who shall tell what might have become of Simon Peter if it had not
been for Andrew? Who shall say that the Church would ever have pos-
sessed a Peter if she had closed the mouth of Andrew? And who shall put
their finger upon the brother or sister of inferior talent and say, “These
must hold their peace”? No, Brother, if you have but one talent, the more
zealously use it! God will require it of you—Ilet not your Brethren hold you
back from putting it out to interest. If you are but as a glowworm’s, lamp,
hide not your light, for there is an eye predestinated to see by your light, a
heart ordained to find comfort by your faint gleam. Shine, and may the
Lord accept you!

I am saying all this in this way that | may come to the conclusion that
every single professor of the faith of Christ is bound to do something for
the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom. I would that all the members of
this Church, whatever their talents were, would be like Andrew in prompt-
ness. He is no sooner a convert than he is a missionary! He is no sooner
taught than he begins to teach! I would have them like Andrew, persever-
ing, as well as prompt. He first finds Peter—that is his first success—but
how many afterwards he found, who shall tell? Throughout a long life of
usefulness it is probable that Andrew brought many stray sheep to the
Redeemer’s fold, yet certainly that first one would be among the dearest to
his heart.

“He first finds Peter"—he was the spiritual father of many sons, but he
rejoiced most that he was the father of his own brother Peter—his brother
in the flesh, but his son in Christ Jesus! Could it be possible for me to
come to every one of you personally and grasp you by the hand, I would
with most affectionate earnestness—yes, even with tears—pray that you,
by Him to whom you owe your souls, would awake and render personal
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service to the Lover of your souls! Make no excuse, for no excuse can be
valid from those who are bought with so great a price! Your business, you
will tell me, requires so much of your thoughts—I know it does—then use
your business in such a way as to serve God in it.

Still there must be some scraps of time which you could devote to holy
service. There must be some opportunities for directly aiming at conver-
sions. I charge you to avail yourselves of such occasions lest they be laid
to your door. To some of you the excuse of “business” would not apply, for
you have seasons of leisure. Oh, I beseech you, let not that leisure be
driveled away in frivolities, in mere talk, in sleep and self-indulgence! Let
not time slip away in vain persuasions that you can do nothing, but now,
like Andrew, hasten at once to serve Jesus! If you can reach but one indi-
vidual, let him not remain unsought. Time is hastening and men are per-
ishing! The world is growing old in sin! Superstition and idolatry root
themselves into the very soil of human nature!

When, when will the Church become intent upon putting down her
Master’s foes? Possessing such little strength, we cannot afford to waste a
jot of it. With such awful demands upon us we cannot afford to trifle. O
that I had the power to stir the heart and soul of all my fellow Christians
by a description of this huge city wallowing in iniquity—by a picture of the
graveyards and cemeteries fattening on innumerable corpses—by a por-
trayal of that lake of fire to which multitudes yearly descend! Surely sin,
the grave, and Hell are themes which might create a tingling even in the
dull cold ear of Death! O that I could set before you the Redeemer upon
the Cross dying to ransom souls! O that I could depict the Heaven which
sinners lose and their remorse when they shall find themselves excluded!

I wish I could even set before you in vivid light the cases of your own
sons and daughters, the spiritual condition of your own brothers and sis-
ters without Christ and therefore without hope! Unrenewed and therefore
“heirs of wrath even as others”! Then might I expect to move each Believer
here to an immediate effort to pluck men as brands from the burning.

II. Having described the missionary disciple, we shall now speak briefly
in the second place upon a GREAT OBJECT. The great object of Andrew
seems to have been to bring Peter to Jesus. This, too, should be the aim of
every renewed heart—to bring our friends to Jesus—not to convert them
to a party. There are certain unbrotherly sectarians, called “Brethren,”
who compass sea and trod land to make proselytes from other Christian
Churches. These are not merchants seeking goodly pearls in a legitimate
fashion, but pirates who live by plunder. They must not excite our wrath
so much as our pity, though it is difficult not to mingle with it something
of disgust

While this world remains as wicked as it is, we need not be spending
our strength as Christian denominations in attacking one another—it will
be better for us to go and fight with the Canaanites than with rival tribes
which should be one united Israel! I should reckon it to be a burning dis-
grace if it could be said, “The large Church under that man’s pastoral care
is composed of members whom he has stolen away from other Christian
Churches.” No, but I value beyond all price the godless, the careless who
are brought out from the world into communion with Christ! These are
true prizes—not stealthily removed from friendly shores—but captured at
the edge of the sword from an enemy’s dominions!
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We welcome Brethren from other Churches if, in the Providence of God
they are drifted to our shores, but we would never hang out the wrecker’s
beacon to dash other Churches in pieces in order to enrich ourselves with
the wreck! Far rather would we be looking after perishing souls than cajol-
ing unstable ones from their present place of worship. To recruit one regi-
ment from another is no real strengthening of the army—to bring in fresh
men should be the aim of all. Furthermore, the object of the soul-winner
is not to bring men to a merely outward religiousness. Little will you have
done for a man if you merely make the Sabbath-breaker into a Sabbath-
keeper and leave him a self-righteous Pharisee. Little will you have done
for him if you persuade him, having been prayerless, to be a mere user of
a form of prayer, his heart not being in it.

You do but change the form of sin in which the man lives—you prevent
him being drowned in the salt water, but you throw him into the fresh.
You take one poison from him, but you expose him to another. The fact is,
if you would do real service to Christ, your prayer and your zeal must fol-
low the person who has become the object of your attention till you bring
him absolutely to close with Divine Grace and lay hold on Jesus Christ
and accept eternal life as it is found in the atoning Sacrifice!l Anything
short of this may have its usefulness for this world, but must be useless
for the world to come. To bring men to Jesus—O, be this your aim and de-
sirel—not to bring them to Baptism, nor to the Meeting House, nor to
adopt our form of worship, but to bring them to His dear feet who alone
can say, “Go in peace. Your sins which are many are all forgiven you.”

Brothers and Sisters, as we believe Jesus to be the very center of the
Christian religion, he who gets not to Christ gets not to true godliness at
all. Some are quite satisfied if they get to the priest and obtain his absolu-
tion. They are fine if they get the “sacraments” and eat bread in the
church—if they get to prayers and pass through a religious routine—but
we know that all this is less than nothing and vanity unless the heart
draws near to Jesus. Unless the soul accepts Jesus as God’s appointed
Sin-Offering and rests alone in Him, it walks in a vain show and disquiets
itself in vain. Come then, Brethren, nerve yourselves to this point, that
from this day forth let your one ambition be in dealing with your fellow
men, to bring them to Jesus Christ Himselfl Be it determined in your
spirit that you will never cease to labor for them till you have reason to be-
lieve that they are trusting in Jesus, loving Jesus, serving Jesus and
united to Jesus in the hope that they shall be conformed to the image of
Jesus and dwell with Him, world without end.

But some will say, “We can very clearly understand how Andrew
brought Peter to the Lord, because Jesus was here among men and they
could walk together till they found Him.” Yes, but Jesus is not dead and it
is a mistake to suppose that He is not readily to be reached. Prayer is a
messenger that can find Jesus at any hour. Jesus is gone up on high as
to His body, but His spiritual Presence remains with us. And the Holy
Spirit, as the Head of this dispensation, is always near at hand to every
Believer. Intercede, then, for your friends! Plead with Christ on their ac-
count! Mention their names in your constant prayers! Set apart special
times in which you plead with God for them. Let your dear sister’s case
ring in the ears of the Mediator. Let your dear child’s name be repeated
again and again in your intercessions.
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As Abraham pleaded for Ishmael, so let your cry come up for those
who are round about you, that the Lord would be pleased to visit them in
His mercy. Intercession is a true bringing of souls to Christ and this
means will prevail when you are shut out from employing any other. If
your dear ones are in Australia, in some settler’s hut where even a letter
cannot reach them, prayer can find them out! No ocean can be too wide
for prayer to span, no distance too great for prayer to travel. Far off as
they are, you can take them up in the arms of believing prayer and bear
them to Jesus and say, “Master, have mercy upon them.” Here is a valu-
able weapon for those who cannot preach or teach—they can wield the
sword of all-prayer. When hearts are too hard for sermons and good ad-
vice is rejected, it still remains to love to be allowed to plead with God for
its wayward one. Tears and weeping are prevalent at the Mercy Seat and if
we prevail there, the Lord will be sure to manifest His prevailing Grace in
obdurate spirits.

To bring men to Jesus you can adopt the next means, with most of
them, namely, that of instructing them, or putting them in the way of be-
ing informed concerning the Gospel. It is a very wonderful thing that
while, to us, the light of the Gospel is so abundant, it should be so very
partially distributed in this country. When I have expounded my own hope
in Christ to two or three in a railway carriage, I have found myself telling
my listeners perfect novelties! I have seen the look of astonishment upon
the face of many an intelligent Englishman when I have explained the doc-
trine of the substitutionary Sacrifice of Christ. I have even met with per-
sons who have attended their parish Church from their youth up who
were totally ignorant of the simple truth of justification by faith!

Yes, and I have known some who have been to dissenting places of wor-
ship who do not seem to have laid hold of the fundamental Truth of God
that no man is saved by his own doings, but that salvation is procured by
faith in the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ. This nation is
steeped up to the throat in self-righteous doctrine, and the Protestantism
of Martin Luther is very generally unknown. The Truth is held by as many
as God’s Grace has called, but the great outlying world still talk of doing
your best and then hoping in God’s mercy—of legal self-confidence, and I
know not what beside—while the master doctrine that he who believes in
Jesus is saved by Jesus’ finished work, is sneered at as enthusiasm, or
attacked as leading to licentiousness.

Proclaim it, then! Proclaim it on all sides! Take care that none under
your influence shall be left in ignorance of it! I can bear personal witness
that the statement of the Gospel has often proved, in God’s hand, enough
to lead a soul into immediate peace. Not many months ago I met with a
lady holding sentiments of almost undiluted popery and in conversing
with her I was delighted to see how interesting and attractive a thing the
Gospel was to her. She complained that she enjoyed no peace of mind as
the result of her religion and never seemed to have done enough. She had
a high idea of priestly absolution, but it had evidently been quite unable
to yield repose to her spirit. Death was feared. God was terrible—even
Christ an object of awe rather than love.

When I told her that whoever believes on Jesus is perfectly forgiven and
that I knew I was forgiven—that I was as sure of it as of my own exis-
tence—that I feared neither to live nor to die, for it would be the same to
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me, because God had given me eternal life in His Son—I saw that a new
set of thoughts were astonishing her mind! She said, “If [ could believe
that, 1 should be the happiest person in the world.” I did not deny the in-
ference, but claimed to have proved its truth and I have reason to believe
that the little simple talk we had has not been forgotten. You cannot tell
how many may be in bondage for lack of the simplest possible instruction
upon the plainest Truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Many, too, may be brought to Christ through your example. Believe me,
there is no preaching in this world like the preaching of a holy life! It
shames me, sometimes, and weakens me in my testimony for my Master,
when I stand here and recollect that some professors of religion are a dis-
grace not only to their religion, but even to common morality. It makes me
feel as though I must speak with bated breath and trembling knees when
I remember the damnable hypocrisy of those who thrust themselves into
the Church of God and by their abominable sins bring disgrace upon the
cause of God and eternal destruction upon themselves!

In proportion as a Church is holy, in that proportion will its testimony
for Christ be powerful. Oh, were the saints immaculate, our testimony
would be like fire among the stubble! Like the flaming firebrand in the
midst of the sheaves of corn! Were the saints of God less like the world,
more disinterested, more prayerful, more godlike, the tramp of the armies
of Zion would shake the nations and the day of the victory of Christ would
surely dawn! Freely might the Church barter her most golden-mouthed
preacher if she received in exchange men of Apostolic life! I would be con-
tent that the pulpit should be empty if all the members of the Church
would preach Jesus by their patience in suffering, by their endurance in
temptation, by exhibiting in the household those Graces which adorn the
Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Oh, so live, I pray you, in God’s fear and by the Spirit’s power, that they
who see you may ask, “From where has this man this holiness?” and may
follow you till they are led by you to Jesus Christ to learn the secret by
which men live unto God! You can bring men to Jesus by your example,
then. And once again, let me say, before I close this point, our object
should be to bring men to Jesus—having tried intercession and instruction
and example—by occasionally, as time and opportunity may serve us, giv-
ing a word of importunate entreaty. Half-a-dozen words from a tender
mother to a boy who is just leaving home for an apprenticeship, may drop
like gentle dew from Heaven upon you. A few sentences from a kind and
prudent father given to the daughter, still unconverted, as she enters
upon her married life, and to her husband, kindly and affectionately put,
may make that household forever a house for God.

A kind word dropped by a brother to a sister. A little letter written from
a sister to her brother, though it should be only a line or two, may be
God’s arrow of Divine Grace. I have known even such little things as a tear
or an anxious glance work wonders. You perhaps may have heard the
story of Mr. Whitefield, who made it his wish wherever he stayed to talk to
the members of the household about their souls—with each one person-
ally. But stopping at a certain house of a Colonel, who was all that could
be wished except a Christian, he was so pleased with the hospitality he
received and so charmed with the general character of the good Colonel
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and his wife and daughters, that he did not like to speak to them about a
decision as he would have done if they had been less amiable characters.

He had stopped with them for a week and during the last night, the
Spirit of God visited him so that he could not sleep. “These people,” he
said, “have been very kind to me and I have not been faithful to them. I
must do it before I go. I must tell them that whatever good thing they
have, if they do not believe in Jesus they are lost.” He arose and prayed.
After praying he still felt contention in his spirit. His old nature said, “I
cannot do it,” but the Holy Spirit seemed to say, “Leave them not without
warning.” At last he thought of a device and prayed God to accept it. He
wrote upon a diamond-shaped pane of glass in the window with his ring
these words:—“One thing you lack.”

He could not bring himself to speak to them, but went his way with
many a prayer for their conversion. He had no sooner gone than the good
woman of the house, who was a great admirer of his, said, “I will go up to
his room—I want to look at the very place where the man of God has
been.” She went up and noticed on the window pane those words, “One
thing you lack.” It struck her with conviction in a moment. “Ah,” she said,
“l thought he did not care much about us, for I knew he always pleaded
with those with whom he stopped and when I found that he did not do so
with us, I thought we had vexed him, but I see how it was—he was too
tender in mind to speak to us.”

She called her daughters up. “Look there, girls,” she said, “see what Mr.
Whitefield has written on the window, ‘One thing you lack.” Call up your
father.” And the father came up and read that, too, “One thing you lack,”
and around the bed where the man of God had slept they all knelt down
and sought that God would give them the one thing they lacked. And be-
fore they left that chamber they had found that one thing and the whole
household rejoiced in Jesus! It is not long ago that I met with a friend, one
of whose Church members preserves that very pane of glass in her family
as an heirloom.

Now, if you cannot admonish and warn in one way, do it in another!
But take care to clear your soul of the blood of your relatives and friends,
so that it may never crimson your garments and accuse you before God’s
bar. So live and so speak and teach, by some means or other, that you
shall have been faithful to God and faithful to the souls of men.

ITII. I must now take you to a third point. We have had the missionary
disciple and his great object. We have now, thirdly, HIS WISE METHODS.
I have touched upon this subject already, but I could not help it. Andrew,
being zealous, was wise. Earnestness often gives prudence and puts a
man in the possession of tact, if not of talent. Andrew used what ability he
had. If he had been as some young men are of my acquaintance, he would
have said, “I would like to serve God. How I would like to preach! And I
would require a large congregation.”

Well, there is a pulpit on every street in London—there is a most wide
and effectual door for preaching in this great city of ours beneath God’s
blue sky. But this young zealot would rather prefer an easier berth than
the open air, and, because he is not invited to the largest pulpits, does
nothing. How much better it would be if, like Andrew, he began to use the
ability he had among those who are accessible to him, and from there
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stepped to something else and from that to something else, advancing
year by year!

Sirs, if Andrew had not been the means of converting his brother, the
probabilities are that he never would have been an Apostle. Christ had
some reason in the choice of His Apostles to their office and perhaps the
ground of His choice of Andrew as an Apostle was this—“He is an earnest
man, he brought me Simon Peter. He is always speaking privately to indi-
viduals. I will make an Apostle of him.” Now, you young men, if you be-
come diligent in tract distribution, diligent in the Sunday school, you are
likely men to be made into ministers. But if you stop and do nothing until
you can do everything, you will remain useless—an impediment to the
Church instead of being a help to her!

Dear Sisters in Jesus Christ, you must, none of you, dream that you
are in a position in which you can do nothing at all. That is such a mis-
take in Providence as God cannot commit. You must have some talent en-
trusted to you and something given you to do which no one else can do.
Out of this whole structure of the human body, every little muscle, every
single cell has its own secretion and its own work. And though some phy-
sicians have said this and that organ might be spared, I believe that there
is not a single thread in the whole embroidery of human nature that could
well be spared—the whole of the fabric is required.

So in the mystical body, the Church, the least member is necessary.
The most uncomely member of the Christian Church is necessary for its
growth. Find out, then, what your sphere is and occupy it! Ask God to tell
you what is your niche and stand in it, occupying the place till Jesus
Christ shall come and give you your reward! Use what ability you have
and use it at once! Andrew proved his wisdom in that he set great store by
a single soul. He bent all his efforts at first upon one man. Afterwards,
Andrew, through the Holy Spirit, was made useful to scores, but he began
with one. What a task for the mathematician, to value one soul! One soul
sets all Heaven’s bells ringing by its repentance. One sinner that repents
makes angels rejoice! What if you spend a whole life pleading and laboring
for the conversion of that one child? If you win that pearl it shall pay you
your life’s worth. Be not, therefore, dull and discouraged because your
class declines in numbers, or because the mass of those with whom you
labor reject your testimony.

If a man could earn but one in a day he might be satisfied. “One what?”
asks one. I meant not one penny, but 1,000 pounds. “Ah,” you say, “that
would be an immense reward.” So if you earn but one soul you must
reckon what that one is—it is one for numeration, but for value it exceeds
all that earth could show. What would it profit a man if he gained the
whole world and lost his soul? And what loss would it be to you, dear
Brother, if you did lose all the world and gained your soul and God made
you useful in the gaining of the souls of others? Be content and labor in
your sphere, even if it is small, and you will be wise.

You may imitate Andrew in not going far afield to do good. Many Chris-
tians do all the good they can five miles off from their own house, when
the time they take to go there and back might be well spent in the vine-
yard at home. I do not think it would be a wise regulation of the parochial
authorities if they required the inhabitants of St. Mary, Newington, to re-
move the snow from the pavement of St. Pancras and the inhabitants of
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St. Pancras to keep the pavement of St. Mary, Newington, clean. It is
best and most convenient that each householder should sweep before his
own door—and so it is our duty, as Believers, to do all the good we can in
the place where God has been pleased to locate us and especially in our
own households.

If every man has a claim upon me, much more my own offspring. If
every woman has some demand upon me as to her soul, so far as my abil-
ity goes, much more such as are of my own flesh and blood. Piety must
begin at home as well as charity. Conversion should begin with those who
are nearest to us in ties of relationship. Brothers and Sisters, during this
month I stir you up—not to be attempting missionary labors for India, not
to be casting eyes of pity across to Africa, not to be occupied so much with
tears for popish and heathen lands—as for your own children, your own
flesh and blood, your own neighbors, your own acqualntances Lift up
your cry to Heaven for them and then afterwards you shall preach among
the nations!

Andrew goes to Cappadocia in his later life, but he begins with his
brother. And you shall labor where you please in years to come, but first
of all your own household! First of all those who are under your own
shadow must receive your guardian care. Be wise in this thing. Use the
ability you have and use it among those who are near at hand. Perhaps
somebody will be saying, “How did Andrew persuade Simon Peter to come
to Christ”? Two or three minutes may be spent in answering that enquiry.
He did so, first, by narrating his own personal experience. He said, “We
have found the Messiah.”

What you have experienced of Christ tell to others. He did so next by
intelligently explaining to him what it was he had found. He did not say he
had found someone who had impressed him, but he knew not who He
was. He told him he had found Messiah, that is, Christ. Be clear in your
knowledge of the Gospel and your experience of it and then tell the Good
News to those whose soul you seek. Andrew had power over Peter because
of his own decided conviction. He did not say, “I hope 1 have found
Christ,” but, “I have found Him.” He was sure of that! Get full assurance
of your own salvation. There is no weapon like it. He that speaks doubt-
ingly of what he would convince another, asks that other to doubt his tes-
timony. Be positive in your experience and your assurance, for this will
help you.

Andrew had power over Peter because he put the good news before him
in an earnest fashion. He did not say to him, as though it were a com-
monplace fact, “The Messiah has come,” but no, he communicated it to
him as the most weighty of all messages with becoming tones and ges-
tures, I doubt not, “We have found the Messiah, which is called Christ!”

Now then, Brothers and Sisters, to your own kinsfolk tell your belief,
your enjoyments, and your assurance! Tell all judiciously, with assurance
of the truth of it, and who can tell whether God may not bless your work?

IV. My time is past. I meant to have spoken of THE SWEET REWARD
Andrew had. His reward being that he won a soul—won his brother’s
soul—won such a treasure! He won no other than that Simon who at the
first cast of the Gospel net, when Christ had made him a soul-fisherman,
caught 3,000 souls at a single haul! Peter, a very prince in the Christian
Church! One of the mightiest of the servants of the Lord, in all his later
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usefulness, would be a comfort to Andrew. I should not wonder but what
Andrew would say in days of doubt and fear, “Blessed be God that He has
made Peter so useful! Blessed be God that ever I spoke to Peter! What I
cannot do, Peter will help to do. And while I sit down in my helplessness, I
can }fleel thankful that my dear brother, Peter, is honored in bringing souls
to Christ.”

In this house today there may sit an unconverted Whitefield! In your
class this afternoon there may be an unsaved John Wesley, a Calvin, and
a Luther—mute and inglorious—yet who is to be called, by God’s Grace,
through you. Your fingers may yet wake to ecstasy the living heart that up
till now has not been tuned to the praise of Christ! You may kindle the fire
which shall light up a sacred sacrifice of a consecrated life to Christ! Only
be up and doing for the Lord Jesus! Be importunate and prayerful! Be
zealous and self-sacrificing. Unite with us, during this month, in your
daily prayers!

Constantly, while in business, let your hearts go up for the blessing,
and I make no doubt of it, that, when we have proved our God by prayer,
He will pour us down such a blessing that we shall not have room to re-
ceive it! The Lord make it so, for His name’s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—John 1:19-51.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.
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FOUND BY JESUS—AND FINDING JESUS
NO. 2375

A SERMON INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S DAY, AUGUST 26, 1894.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, JUNE 24 ,1888.

“The day following, Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and He found
Philip, and said to him, Follow Me. Now Philip was of Bethsaida,
the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and said
to him, We have found Him, of whom Moses in the Law, and
the Prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
John 1:43-45.

FOR a soul to come to Jesus is the grandest event in its history! It is
spiritually dead till that day, but it then begins to live—and a saved man
may reckon his age from the time in which he first knew the Lord. That
day of first knowing Christ is important in the highest degree because it
affects all the man’s past life. It sheds another light on all the years that
have gone by. If he has lived in sin, as no doubt he has, the transaction
of that day blots out all the sin. The day in which a man comes to
Christ—that very day—his transgressions and iniquities are blotted out,
even as the thick clouds are driven from the sky when God’s strong wind
chases them away! Is not that a grand day, in which our sins are cast
into the depths of the sea so that from then on it can be said of them,
“They may be sought for, but they shall not be found; yes, they shall not
be, says the Lord”?

I say that the day in which a soul comes into contact with Christ is the
greatest day of its history because all the past is changed by it! And, as
for the present, what a different life does a man begin to live on the day
in which he finds the Lord! He commences to live in the Light of God in-
stead of being dead in the darkness! He begins to enjoy the privileges of
liberty, instead of suffering the horrors of slavery! He is started on the
way to Heaven, instead of continuing on the road to Hell! He is such a
new creature that he cannot tell how changed he is. One said to me, “Sir,
the change in me is of this kind—either the whole world is altered, or else
[ am.” So is it when we are brought to know Christ—it is a real, total,
radical change.

With many, it is a most joyous alteration. They feel like the man who
had been lame, and who, when Peter spoke to him in the name of Jesus,
and lifted him up so that his feet and ankle bones received strength, was
not satisfied with walking, for we read, “He, leaping up, stood and
walked, and entered with them into the Temple, walking, and leaping,
and praising God.” He was walking, leaping and praising God! Do you
wonder at it? If you had lost the use of your legs for a while, you would
feel like leaping and praising God when you had them all rlght agaln'
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And thus is it with a soul when it first finds the Savior. Oh, happy,
happy day when the miraculous hand of Christ takes away the infirmi-
ties of the soul and makes the lame man to leap as a hart, and causes
the tongue of the dumb to sing!

The day in which a man comes to Christ is also a wonderful day in its
effect upon all his future. It is as when the helm of a ship is put right
about—the man now sails in a totally different direction. His future will
never be what his past was. There may be faults. There may be infirmi-
ties and shortcomings, but there will never be the old love of sin any
more. “Sin shall not have dominion over you.” This is God’s own promise
to us, given through His servant, Paul. When Christ comes to our soul,
He so breaks the neck of sin, that though it lives a struggling, dying life
and often makes a deal of howling in the heart, yet it is doomed to die.
The Cross of Christ has broken its back and broken its neck, too, and die
it must! Henceforth the man is bound for holiness and bound for Heaven!

Now, dear Friends, have any of you come to Christ? I know that you
have, the great mass of you, and I bless God, and so do you, that it is so
with you. But if there are any of you who have never come to the Savior, I
wish that this might be the night when you should find Him. I am but a
poor lame preacher—you are not often troubled with the sight of one sit-
ting down and preaching—yet I think that if I had lost my legs and had
always to lie on my back, I would like, even then, to preach Christ Cruci-
fied, and to—

“Tell to sinners round,
What a dear Savior I have found.”

I do pray that some of you, tonight, made to think all the more by the in-
firmity of the preacher, may be led to seek and to find the Savior. And
then it shall be a happy day, indeed, for you, as it has been for so many
more.

I am going to talk to you about Philip’s conversion and first, I ask you
to notice, in our text, the convert’s description of it— “Philip found Na-
thanael and said to him, We have found Him, of whom Moses in the Law,
and the Prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” That
is Philip’s description of it—“We have found Jesus.” It was a true descrip-
tion, but it was not all the truth, so, in the second place, we will notice
the Holy Spirit’s description of it— “The day following Jesus would go forth
into Galilee, and He found Philip.” Philip’s account of the incident is that
he found Christ, but the Holy Spirit’s record of it is that Christ found
Philip. They are both true, however, although the latter is the fuller. We
will talk a little about both descriptions of Philip’s conversion.

I. First then, THE CONVERT’S DESCRIPTION OF HIS COMING TO
CHRIST is given in these words, “We have found...Jesus,” and what he
says is perfectly true.

If any of you is saved, it will be by finding Christ—by your personally
making a discovery of Him, as that man did who found the treasure that
was hid in the field. There must be a search for Christ, but if there is a
search for Him, we may be certain of this one thing—there will first be a
consciousness of needing Him.
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Philip had sought Christ, or else he would never have said that he had
found Him, but, before that, Philip knew that there was need of a Mes-
siah. When he looked round about on the world and on the Church, he
said to himself, “Oh, that the promised Messiah would come! There is
great need of Him. The people need Him, the Church needs Him, the
world needs Him.” When Philip looked into his own heart, he said, “Oh,
for the coming of the Messiah! I feel that I need Him! I have urgent need
of Him.”

Dear Hearer, do you feel that you need a Savior? You never will seek
Him until you feel your need of Him. You must recognize that there is sin
in you, sin for which you cannot make Atonement, sin that you cannot
overcome. You must realize that you need another and a stronger arm
than your own, that you need Divine help, that you need One who can be
your Brother to sympathize with you, and be patient with you, and yet
who can be the Mighty God to conquer all your sin for you! You need a
Savior—that is the first thing that will prompt you to search for Him.

Needing a Messiah, Philip read the Scriptures concerning Him. He
speaks about Moses and the Prophets and of what they had written con-
cerning the promised Deliverer. O my dear Hearers, if you need to find
Christ, you must search the Scriptures, for they testify of Him! Oh, that
you did search the Scriptures, more, with the definite objective of finding
the Savior! Probably the great majority of unconverted people never read
their Bibles at all, or they read only just enough to satisfy their curiosity,
or their conscience. Perhaps they read the Bible as a part of literature
which cannot be quite ignored, but they do not take down the Holy Book
and read it carefully and prayerfully, saying, “Oh, that I might find holi-
ness, here! Oh, that [ might find Christ, here!” If they did, it would not be
long before they found Jesus. Well does Dr. Watts sing—

“Laden with guilt and full of fears,

I fly to You, my Lord,

And not a glimpse of hope appears

But in Your written Word!

The volume of my Father’s Grace

Does all my griefs assuage,

Here I behold my Savior’s face

Almost on every page.”
He who reads the Bible with the view of finding Christ will not be long be-
fore some passage of Scripture will seem to leap up to attract his atten-
tion, as though it were set on fire—and then it will speak to him of Jesus,
whispering to him of the great Sacrifice on Calvary and speaking to his
heart of Divine Love and Mercy. Philip was a searcher after Christ in the
place where Christ loves to be—in the pages of Scripture—and you must
be the same if you desire to find Jesus!

But then Philip also gave himself to prayer. We are not told so, but we
feel sure of it. He asked the Lord to reveal Christ to him, to guide him to
where the Christ would be, to let him know the Christ. Oh, if you want to
be saved, be much in prayer! I do not mean merely saying prayers—what
is the good of that? I do not mean simply saying fine words of your own,
merely for the sake of uttering them. Prayer is communing with God! It is
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asking the Lord for what you really feel that you need. What wagon loads
of sham prayers are shot down at God’s door, as if they were so much
rubbish thrown away! Let it not be so with your prayers, but speak to the
Lord out of your very soul when you come to the Throne of Grace. I can-

not give you a better prayer than the one we have been singing—
“Gracious Lord, incline Your ear,
My requests vouchsafe to hear!
Hear my never ceasing cry—
Give me Christ, or else I die!
Lord, deny me what You will,
Only ease me of my guilt.
Suppliant at Your feet I lie,
Give me Christ, or else I die!
You freely save the lost.
Only in Your Grace I trust:
With my earnest suit comply—
Give me Christ, or else I die!
You have promised to forgive
All who in Your Son believe—
Lord, I know You cannot lie
Give me Christ, or else I die!”

With the open Bible before you to guide your understanding, kneel down
and say, “O God, graciously reveal Christ to me by Your Holy Spirit.
Bring me to know Him! Bring me, this day, to find Him as my own Sav-
ior!”

It is certain, also, that Philip realized that he might claim the Messiah
for himself. One of the things that every man, who would find the Savior
must do is to make sure of his right to come and take the Savior. The
question that puzzles many is, “May | have the Savior?” My dear Friends,
every sinner in the world is permitted to come and trust the Savior, if he
wills to do so. “Whoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” “But,”
asks some troubled soul, “will Christ have me?” That is not the ques-
tion—the question is, “Will you have Christ?” He says, “Him that comes
to Me I will in no wise cast out.” It is you who cast out the Savior, not the
Savior who casts you out! The bolt to the door is on the inside—it is you
who have bolted it and it is you who must undo the bolt and invite the
Savior to enter your heart. He is willing enough to come in—wherever
there is a soul that wants Him, He comes at once! Therefore, do not raise
any quibbling questions about whether a sinner may come to Christ, or
may not come! Is he not commanded to come? We are told to preach the
Gospel to every creature, and He who gave us our great commission also
added, “He that believes and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieves not shall be damned.”

Philip accepted Christ as the Messiah. Do you ask, “What am I to do
that I may find the Savior?” Well, what you have to do is, practically,
this—accept Him! If you were sick and the doctor stood before you with
the medicine ready prepared, you would not say, “What am I to do with
this medicine, Sir? Am I to rub my hand on the outside of the bottle?”
You know very well that there are certain directions as to how much is to
be taken and how often. What you have to do with the medicine is to take
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it! “But I cannot make that medicine work for my restoration.” Who said
you could? All you have to do is to take it. It is just this that you have to
do with Christ—take Him, accept Him, receive Him. Remember the 12th
verse of this chapter out of which our text is taken—“As many as re-
ceived Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name.”

That is it, you see, receive Him, believe on His name. “But surely | am
to do some good works.” Certainly, you will do good works after you have
received Christ. But for your soul’s salvation, you are to do no good
works, but simply to receive Christ. “Oh, but I must lead a holy life!” Yes,
and you will lead a holy life after you have received Christ. But in order
to the leading of a holy life you must have a new heart—and to get a new
heart—you have to receive Christ! He will change you, He will renew you,
He will make you a new creature in Himselfl What you have to do is to
receive Him and to believe on His name. O my dear Hearers, I trust that I
am speaking to some, this evening, who will understand what I am say-
ing! I fear that I am addressing many who will not believe, though I may
put the Truth of God as plainly as it can be preached. You know that you
may hold a candle right against a blind man’s eyes and yet he will not
see, even then. The Holy Spirit must open your eyes to see what is meant
by this receiving Christ, or else you will not understand what you are to
do. You are not to give anything to Christ—you are to take all from Him!
You are not to bring anything to Christ—you are to come to Him just as
you are—and He will bring to you everything that you need. Then, when
you have accepted Him by the simple act of faith, you will say with
Philip, “We have found Jesus!” That is the convert’s description and a
very good one, too—“We have found Jesus.”

II. But now, secondly, what is THE HOLY SPIRIT’S DESCRIPTION? I
will read to you the very words again. Here they are—“The day following
Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and He found Philip.” Jesus finds
Philip before Philip finds Jesus. Philip finds Jesus because Jesus has
found Philip.

Now, notice, that this is the previous work. It came before Philip’s own
finding. Jesus would go forth into Galilee to find Philip. Dear Friends, I
remember very well that after I had found the Lord, I did not, at first,
fully understand the Doctrines of Grace. I had heard them preached, but
I had not comprehended them. I think at the time I would have been very
much puzzled with the Doctrine of Election if anybody had spoken to me
about it. But I was sitting down, one day, gratefully reflecting on what
God had done for me. I knew that my sins were pardoned, I knew that I
was accepted in Christ Jesus and I knew that I was renewed in heart—
and in one moment the revelation came to me—“All this is the work of
God!” The instant I saw that Truth of God, I said to myself, “Yes, that is
the fact, and God be glorified for it! But why has this great work been
worked in me?”

I knew that there was no merit in me before the Lord had dealt in
mercy with my soul, so I said to myself, “This is the effect of Sovereign,
Distinguishing Grace.” Then I understood in a moment how it is that God
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begins with us and that it is God’s will and God’s eternal purpose, which,
after all, lie deeper down than our will or our purpose—and God’s will and
God’s eternal purpose must have the Glory! What a revelation it was to
me! I saw the Doctrines of Grace immediately and I think that anybody
who has been brought to find the Savior and who, prayerfully studies the
reasons for his salvation, can see the same Truths of God that the Lord
revealed to me.

Because, first of all, you began to be thoughtful, did you not? Who
made you thoughtful? You would never have found the Savior if you had
not become thoughtful instead of careless and indifferent. Who made you
think of Divine things? What influence was it which worked upon you
and caused you to feel that you must think about eternity, and Heaven,
and Hell? Surely it was God the Holy Spirit going forth, in the name of Je-
sus Christ, and dealing with you in mercy!

Then you had a sense of your need and of your sinfulness. There was
a time when you had no such sense. Who gave it to you? Where do you
think that repentance, that sorrow for sin, that desire after Christ came
from? Did all that grow in your own fallen human nature? Ah, believe
me, that dunghill never brought forth such fair flowers as these! No, it
was Christ who sowed the good Seed in your soul—it was He who made
you feel your need of Him!

Next, when you read the Bible, you understood it. You perceived that
Jesus was the only Savior of sinners. You saw His fitness to meet your
case and you understood the plan of salvation. Who made you under-
stand it? I know that it is plain enough for a child to comprehend, but no
one ever understands spiritual things except by the operation of the
Spirit of God! It was the Holy Spirit who gave you the spiritual power by
which you were able to grasp the simple Truth concerning the way of sal-
vation.

Then you began to pray. I have already spoken of that matter. But who
taught you to pray? You had not been accustomed to real prayer—you
had often had great mouthfuls of words—that was all. But now you be-
gan to cry, “God be merciful to me, a sinner!” Oh, the groaning of your
spirit and the anguish of your heart as you cried to God! Who gave you
that anguish? Who broke you all to pieces and made every broken bone
cry out for mercy? Who, indeed, but Christ who worked mightily in your
soul by the power of the Holy Spirit?

And when you yielded yourself up to Christ, when you believed in Je-
sus and found salvation, where did that faith come from? Is it not always
the work of the Spirit of God? Is not faith the gift of God and do you not
confess that it is so in your case? Once, when I was a little child, I
thought I saw a needle moving across the table and I would have been
wondering who made the needle march as it did, but I was old enough to
understand that somebody was moving a magnet underneath the table
and the needle was following the magnet which I could not see. Thus the
Lord, with His mighty magnet of Grace, is often at work upon the hearts
of men, and we think that their desire after God and their faith in Christ
are of themselves. In a sense, the desire and the faith are their own, but
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there is a Divine Force that is at work upon them, producing these re-
sults! It is Jesus finding Philip, though Philip does not know it. Philip
thinks that he is finding Jesus, but behind the veil it is Jesus finding
Philip! This was the previous work.

And, dear Friends, this was very delightful work for the Lord Jesus
Christ. Notice how it is put—“The day following Jesus would go forth into
Galilee, and He found Philip.” O my blessed Lord, how He will go forth to
find a soul! A journey is never too long for Him and He never wastes a
day. “The day following Jesus would go forth, and He found Philip.” Oh,
may my Lord delight to come forth and find some of you! You are, to-
night, in a place where He has found a good many. I pray that He may
find some of you. Perhaps you do not know how it was that you came
here. You did not mean to come out, tonight, but here you are in this
crowd, in the thick of this great throng. My Lord has found many a pre-
cious jewel here—to itself it seemed nothing but a poor pebble, but to
Him it was a diamond of the first water! O my Master, find some more of
Your jewels tonight! Lord Jesus, come and find Philip, and find Mary,
and then let Philip and Mary declare that they have found Youl!

When our dear Master goes forth to find a soul, it is very effectual
work. He said to Philip, “Follow Me,” and Philip at once followed Him.
Christ did not need to preach a long sermon. His discourse contained
only two words, “Follow Me.” I will gladly end my sermon here if my Mas-
ter will preach to some of you His two-worded sermon, “Follow Me,” “Fol-
low Me,” “Follow Me!” “Come, poor Soul, you do not know the way! ‘Fol-
low Me.” You need someone to go before you, to be your leader, ‘Follow
Me.” You need someone to be your shelter, your companion, your all,
‘Follow Me.” That is what you have to do, good woman. You have been
worrying about what you have heard from different preachers. Christ
says to you, “Follow Me.” That is what you have to do, young man! You
have been reading those modern thought books till you do not know
whether you are on your head or on your heels. Burn them! Jesus says,
“Follow Me.” I know that some of you have been distracted with all sorts
of silly talk—Ilet that go to the dogs. Jesus says, “Follow Me.” The cruci-
fied Savior says, “Follow Me.” Take Him for your Atonement! The risen
Savior says, “Follow Me.” Take Him for your life! The Savior on the
Throne of God says, “Follow Me.” Take Him for your joy! The Savior com-
ing in Glory hereafter says, “Follow Me.” Take Him to be your hope! “Fol-
low Me.” “Follow Me”—that is the text for tonight—and that is the ser-
mon, too! Jesus said to Philip, “Follow Me,” and Philip followed Him, di-
rectly. And he not only followed Christ, but he immediately began to try
to get others to follow Him!

Please notice, also, that Philip was found by Christ in a very different
way from the other disciples. Two of them had been found through the
teaching of John the Baptist, but Philip had apparently had no teaching.
Another of the little company had been found through the private call of
his brother. Philip may not have had any relative or friend to speak to
him, but the Savior just said to him, “Follow Me,” and he followed Him!
Dear Friends, do not begin comparing your conversion with somebody
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else’s. If the Lord Jesus Christ calls you and says to you, “Follow Me,”
and you follow Him, if there never was another soul converted in exactly
the same way, it does not matter at all! If you have come to Him, if you
have trusted in Him, you are saved.

The pith of all that I have to say is this. Do not get to worrying your-
selves, as some of you do, about God’s eternal purpose and about the se-
cret working of the Holy Spirit—and about how this can be consistent
with your following Christ when He bids you. They are perfectly consis-
tent! Some persons have asked me, at times, to reconcile these two
things, and I have said to them, “Very well, tell me the difficulties, and I
will reconcile them.” It would be quite as easy to state them as to meet
them, for, in fact, there are none! “Oh, but,” says one, “you tell me to be-
lieve in Christ and yet you constantly preach that faith is the work of the
Spirit of God!” I know that I do. “You say that God has a chosen people.”
Yes, I do. “And yet you say that men are to choose Christ?” I do. “Well,
how do you reconcile those two things?” Show me that there is any diffi-
culty about the two things and then I will reconcile them. You imagine
the difficulty, for there is none in reality! There does not exist any in
practical life!

I believe that God has predestinated whether I am going down to the
Lord’s Supper at the close of this service, but I shall go down as well as
my legs can carry me. “Oh,” you say, “you make it out to be a matter of
your own free will?” Yes, I do. “And yet you believe it to be God’s eternal
purpose?” Yes, I do. “Well, then, reconcile the two things.” Again I say
that there is no difficulty in the case! There is nothing to be reconciled,
for both statements are true! You might as well ask me to reconcile the
land and the water, or to reconcile the dog-star, Sirius, and a farthing
rushlight. There is no quarrel between them and I have no time to waste
on needless argument. Come to Christ! And if you do, it will be because
the Holy Spirit draws you! If you find the Savior, it will be because the
Savior first found you! Perhaps, in Heaven, you may see some difficulties
and get them explained. Down here you need not see them and you need
not ask to have them explained. Salvation is all of God’s Grace, from first
to last—yet is it true that the Grace of God leads men to do what Moses
did, according to our subject this morning [See Sermon #2030, Volume
34—Moses—His Faith and Decision—Read/download entire sermon at
http:/ /www.spurgeongems.org .| to make a choice and to choose rather
to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a season. God grant that you may make an equally wise choice!

I have done when I have said this one thing more. Philip, Peter and
Andrew were all of Bethsaida—“Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of
Andrew and Peter.” These three good men, these three Apostles, were all
of Bethsaida. That ought to be some comfort to many of you, my dear
Hearers, because there are numbers of you who are here, tonight, who
are of Bethsaida. Sitting all round me, I see people who, I believe, are of
Bethsaida. “Oh,” you say, “we were never there in all our lives!” Listen.
Bethsaida was one of the places in which Christ had done many of His
mighty works and you remember that when the people repented not, Je-
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sus uttered over them that sad lamentation, “Woe unto you, Chorazin!
Woe unto you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in
you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long
ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable
for Tyre and Sidon at the Day of Judgment than for you. And you,
Capernaum, which are exalted unto Heaven, shall be brought down to
Hell: for if the mighty works which have been done in you, had been done
in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say unto you,
That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the Day of Judg-
ment, than for you.”

Now, there are some of you here who have heard the Gospel for many
years and have seen the power of the Grace of God in your families—and
it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, and for Sodom and Gomor-
rah in the Day of Judgement, than it will be for you, inasmuch as you
have rejected the Savior! But, as there were these three men—Philip and
Peter and Andrew who were of Bethsaida—and I should think that the
home of James and John was not very far off from the same place—why
should you not come to Christ? Why should you not become members of
His Church and, if it is the Lord’s will, preachers of His Word? God grant
that it may be so!

Oh, how I long in my soul for the salvation of every one of you! Many
of you who have come here, tonight, are strangers to me. I trust that you
will not be strangers to my Master! Tonight, I pray you, here in the very
heat of midsummer, before the harvest shall be past and the summer
shall be ended, “Seek you the Lord while He may be found! Call you upon
Him while He is near! Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighte-
ous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and He will
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.”
Receive Christ! Trust in Him! God grant that you may do so, for Jesus’
sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
John 1:29-51

Verse 29. The next day—This chapter is a record of the events that
occurred on different days. Sometimes God does great things in a sin