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Introduction


This work is a study on the doctrine of the Trinity. In this work I have also addressed issues for those who are Muslims reading it. Although I am no expert in Muslim thought, there are issues within Islam that reject the Trinity doctrine, and these I will address, showing that the Bible teaches the doctrine of the Trinity. Islam clearly rejects the Trinity but believes that the Bible is a holy Book, a true message from God. The issue boils down to either believing God and the Bible, or accepting the conflict between the Koran and the Bible. In this, Muslims attack





The word “Trinity” is not in the Bible


Many people do not understand the Trinity. There are groups like the Universalists, the Jehovah's Witnesses, even Muslims which denounce the Trinity as a false teaching. They point to the fact that the word “Trinity” is not mentioned in the Bible, and therefore they conclude that the Trinity is not a biblical concept. Nothing could be farther from the truth. The words “Bible,” “theology”, “monotheists”,  “monotheism” and “Mohammed” don't occur in the Bible, but that does not mean these concepts are any less true. Psa 14:1 talks about the atheist, but never actually uses the word “atheist”. Does not using the word make the fact that it is a concept found in the Bible untrue? Just because some historical figure is not mentioned in the Bible, does that mean he didn't exist?


For example, the Jehovah's Witnesses often use this argument against the Trinity, but consider their special vocabulary in which not a one of these words are found in the Bible: theocracy, millenium, rapture, centralized world organization, Watchtower organization, Kingdom hall, ministerial servants, Circuit Assemblies, ministry school... So whether a word representing a biblical concept (or unbiblical concept) is found in the Bible or not, the concept is not proven nor disproven by the term being found in the Bible or not.


Around 220 after Christ, Tertulian was the first person to use the term “Trinity”, but the doctrine of the Trinity reaches all the back into the beginning of the Old Testament. The teaching of the Trinity is very often misunderstood, so we need to lay the proper foundations before we can understand it correctly.


Knowing God is the key to being saved.


John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.  The knowing of God, like a person knows his friend, is how God defines eternal life. This knowing of God is through knowing Jesus Christ, the “sent one” from God. Jesus is always presented as the mediator between God and man, and his validity as such is because he is fully God, and fully man.


Deut 4:35 Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is none else beside him. Part of the key to truly understanding salvation is to understand the uniqueness of the person of God. God is alone in so many ways. There is no one like Him. There are no other Gods apart from Him.


Where did the doctrine come from?


The doctrine of the Trinity is an explanation of the biblical evidence gathered about the doctrine of God. This evidence is difficult to understand (whether you believe in the Trinity or some other explanation). When we study God in the Scriptures (the Bible) we find things that are difficult to understand about God. Among these teachings, there are some that stand out as being “monumental” teachings, pillars of Christianity. Some of these monumental teachings have to do with the person of God, and from there we find the foundations for the doctrine of the Trinity.


1. There is only one God.


2. This singular God has persons associated with him: God the Father, God the Son or Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of God.


3. Each of these persons is fully God in himself, apart from the other two, but there is still only one single God.


While these pillars do seem to conflict between themselves, we find that they can be compatible (if we accept the doctrine of the Trinity). Therefore we look at each one of this pillars in the light of the Bible. We must insist that the Bible is a divine book, inspired by God, therefore we insist also that there must be harmony in all that is the divine message to man. God never contradicts himself, therefore the rest of Scripture must reflect what we conclude about the Trinity. This further proves our conclusions and ideas about the Trinity either right or wrong.


We will examine first of all the definition of the Trinity, and then go through many topics to see if the Bible is in harmony with this definition and understanding.


Misunderstanding the names and terms of God.


Part of the problem in truly understanding God is our limited and faulty understanding of how the Bible uses names and terms for God. For example, “church” is a singular concept (God's true church is a single thing), but within that concept there are many people, or “persons” involved. At times these names for God are speaking of one of the persons of God (of the Trinity), and at times they are speaking of all three as a single unit “God”, and God is acting in unity.


In many places in Scripture, we find just the term, “God”, and in reality, we can see that it often addresses God the Father. But in other places, it is obviously speaking of God in his earthly life, death, etc. (like Zech 12:10 “God” being pierced in his human body), and we know that this has to be speaking of God the Son, the one of the Trinity that has a human body (he incarnated himself in humanity). If you deny the Trinity, this verse becomes cryptic and unknowable. It confuses and makes an impossible statement, that God which is pure spirit should have a body, much less should God be attacked and wounded.


When we look at the actual Hebrew word for God, “Elohim”, we see that this comes from the word “El”, or “Elah”, and Elohim has the plural suffix on it, making a literal translation, “Gods”. Because we understand that God's Word is perfect, inspired, and without error, then we see that this is what God wanted to say. The concept of Elohim has inherent in it an idea of pluralidad. But consider the irony of this verse: Deut 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God (Elohim, or “Gods”) is one LORD (Jehovah). There is a plurality within the singularity of this strong statement that God is one. There is both a “singularity” (one Jehovah, and there is not beside Him or like Him), and within this one Jehovah, there is “Elohim” or literally Gods (plural). If a person had no concept of the Trinity teaching of Scripture, they would not have a clue as to how or why God speaks this way. On another note, we can clearly see that the Trinity is just not made up by men, but that it is a basic understanding of Scripture, being woven throughout Scripture into all things.


We all should mention the term “Jehovah” (“LORD” in all caps in many KJV Bibles). This term is similar to the word “God” in that we see a generalized (all three, the Trinity) being represented at times, and at times only Jesus, God the Son.


Chapter 1. God is One (Monotheism).


Deut 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 


We see a clear statement for monotheism (one God). This means that God is singular, that there is no other true “gods” in existence besides “God”. This concept is very confused by those who oppose the Trinity, because the Trinity doctrine has only a one single God, and they cannot grasp this. Notice that actually this verse defines “God” as being “one Lord”, which means a united master (Lord). The word for LORD is Jehovah. But first of all, we need to examine Holy Scripture, and we find that Scripture speaks of “gods” at various places, so there are other gods, but these are considered “false gods.” Polytheism is a false doctrine under Scripture, and the Trinity doctrine is not polytheism. It is very different.


Monotheism is the belief that there is one God, who is personal and transcendent (that God is independent of creation and beyond the laws that government the universe), and is opposed to polytheism (many gods) and pantheism (everything is god) God and creation are the same thing. What Christianity also teaches is that God is not some impersonal force, causing good and evil without purpose, thought, or reason. God has a plan, and his will directs his plan. God desires a one to one personal relationship between himself and each man or woman. This is called “salvation”, which is the ultimate goal of God's working. Jesus came to complete this plan of salvation, and in summary, Jesus appeased the wrath of God by dying in man's place. This is a fact, and it is accomplished, but God only applies this appeasing or atonement if the individual personally receives Jesus as his own Savior.


What does “god” mean?


If we delve deeper into the matter, we have to ask ourselves what does the word “god” mean? “God” is someone who has dominion over a person. God tells others what to do, and impresses his will on others. False gods also fit this definition. The Bible presents that there is a “god of mammon” (Mat 6:24) which is the idea of riches presenting themselves as the first priority in a person's life. Although this “god” is not really a person (nor the true God), it does have the possession of many people in this world. This god of riches is what “owns” and “controls” these people's lives (cp. With the true God Luke 6:46 why call ye me, Lord, Lord and do not the things which I say?). In Exo. 32:1-35 the children of Israel made for themselves gods like unto a golden calf. 2Cor 4:4 also says that there is a “god of this age” which we understand to be Satan. God has given Satan power to rule this world before he fell from heaven, his first estate, and now he seeks to control and dominate men, thus qualifying himself to be “a god” of sorts, though not the true God. Likewise in the Old Testament each nation seemed to have their own distinct gods, and God warns against following them (Deu 12:30-31).


We find verses like Exodus 20:3, “thou shalt have no other gods before me”, and what this verse shows us is that God, the true God, considers these other gods (false gods) as competition for our worship and devotion, and God flatly states that we are not to have or permit other gods into our life, so that they demand, order, and dominate us. Anything that takes that place of our true God in our life is a sin, and is “idolatry”, which is placing something, or somebody as more important that Jehovah God. This is seen in money, drugs, alcohol, pleasure, fun, etc. being gods.


So a God is anything that you let dominate and control your life. To make the one and only true God “your God” is what salvation is about. 


Footnote on Psa 82:6 “ye are gods”.


Ps 82:6 I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High. 


This passage of Scripture has been poorly understood for much time, and for example, the Mormons use this to teach that each Mormon follower will become God when they die (at least the men will).


The correct interpretation of the passage hinges on the fact of understanding that people who decide the fate and life of others are called “gods”. That being the case, rulers, for example, the Pharoahs of Egypt, are thus considered to be “gods” in some sense within the scope of the biblical use of the word “god.” Satan, in the garden of Eden, first proposed this idea of humans taking upon themselves the powers of deity. While we understand Jesus spoke and used this use of “gods” in Psa 82:6 to stop the Pharisees in John 10:34-36, human rulers share only a very limited power to decide in the lives of others. Their powers are limited, and if you study this Psalm, that is the exhortation of God to these civil rulers. Also note that Exodus 22:9 speaks of fraud and robbery, and talks of presenting the persons caught before the judges, but in the Hebrew the word for “judge” is actually Elohim (“gods”). Compare with Psa 138:1; Exodus 21:6; 22:28.


The point of Psalm 82 is that while men may think themselves so powerful over the lives of others that they consider themselves equal to God Almighty, there is still a God Almighty that will one day judge them and their acts of righteousness or sin.


What does “one” mean?


Although the short answer here is that it is a number, meaning 1, and no more, nor any less than one. In Scripture and common use, we understand it to mean more than that. When we say “the founding fathers of the United States were one”, we do not mean that there was only a single founding father, but rather that they were united into a single being, or force. Likewise, the term one in Scripture speaks of number or unity as both being valid understandings of “one”.


Within this concept of God being “one”, we must split the concept into what could be its meanings, and examine each one individually in the light of Scripture, to see if they apply, or could apply to the concept of “God”.


We need to understand that within many false religions that they teach a plurality of gods like the Greek and Roman gods. This teaching is greatly different from the Bible's teaching. In this “pantheon” of gods, they show competition and rivalry between the gods. There is no unity nor “oneness”. Each one has different purposes, ideas, goals, and works in different directions to do their own will. The idea is that there are many or multiple gods.


The doctrine of the Trinity constantly declares that there is a single God (Elohim), but that he exists in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The difference here is that there is only three, and that there is three, and yet between the three, they are so unified as to act as one single person at times, and they blend into being invisibly “God”. Their will is God the Father's will, their mission of salvation is done by God the Son, and their actually changing man's nature to be holy is done by the Holy Spirit. Holy is abundant in all of them. The Son becomes visible to man as both a missionary and a moral pattern to follow (a physical man with examples of actual action, speech, etc.), while the Spirit works in “spiritual ways or means” doing his work in attitude, hidden forms, and non-physical ways. In other words, the three persons are not three gods, three people totally unrelated, each with his own divergent personally. They are interrelated to such a degree that each takes tasks upon himself, and their personality is highly linked with the task that they individually have to do.


In Islam, they clearly declare that Allah is one, but again they miss the mark completely. Yes God is singular, the only one in his category of “God”. There are no other “gods” equal to or like Him. But the Bible does not speak of God as being just one in number, but shows another “oneness”, that of unity of purpose, thought, action, attitude, etc. Holiness saturates God. But God has a singularity of purpose and method. Allah has no real purpose. The purpose of saving man's soul from his sins is lost in Islam. It is not there as the central thought like it is in the Bible. 


What Islam declares is that God is only one, but not that God is united in his purposes, actions, etc. This is religion without purpose. God's central reason of giving us revelation (the Bible) is to make it possible for us to know God's salvation and to be saved. Islam replaces Jesus Christ (God incarnate) and his work of salvation with a non-deity Jesus, and just “be good”. Therefore Allah is not the Bible's God, and the Koran is sorely defective in saving men from their sins. Allah is very distinct and different, being more chaotic, whatever happens happens kind of monarch.


God is alone, i.e. there is no other “god” like our God


That is, idols are not true Gods.


1Cor 8:4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one. 5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. 7 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. 


The idea here is that these “other gods” that we see rising up against our one and true God are not true gods. They are inferior gods, making them “non-gods” or “not God” gods. This means that these “other gods” don't measure up to the greatness of the true God. This greatness is seen in the persons of God, the love of the Father in sending the Son, and the obedience of the Son to the Father he loves in dying on the cross.


I have to insist here that Paul is comparing false gods to the one true God, and Paul's idea of the one true God is God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The mention of Jesus in this context is a proof of his being God.


The Holy Spirit's greatness (not mentioned in the verse) comes in the extremeness of holiness that he imposes on all things that both Father and Son does, and yet, demanding absolute holiness, he worked in Jesus to become our sin to make it possible for us to be saved.


1Cor 8:4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.


Isa 43:10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. 


Isa 44:6 Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God (Elohim). Isa 44:8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God (Eloah) beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any. (See later in this work where “first and last” is identified with Jesus Christ.) Isa 45:21; 46:9 Hosea 13:4; Joel 2:27; Mark 12:29-34; John 17:3; Rom 3:30; Gal 3:20; Eph 4:6; 1Tim 1:17; 2:5; James 2:19.


Neh 9:6 “God even thou are alone”; Psa 86:10; Isa 37:16, 20.


1Chr 17:20 O LORD, there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 


More verses: 1Sam 2:2; 2Sam. 7:22; 1Ki 8:60; 2Ki 19:15; 1Ch 17:20; Neh 9:6; Isa 37:20. Also note that this “singular God” concept has God identifying himself with being “The Rock” (Isa 44:8; 45:5, 18, 21-22; 46:9; Psa 18:1-2, 31; Deu 32:4, 15) That Rock is defined as being Jesus (rejected by the builders Mat 21:42; Psa 118:22; is Jesus 1Cor 10:1-4). He is also the “Savior” (Jude 1:25; Mat 1:21; Titus 2:13). We will investigate more of these later on in this work.


That is, that our God is the only one we are to worship


This point is the same point as above, but stated in the positive (above in the negative). POSITIVE: Our true God is the greatest that there is. NEGATIVE: There is nobody like our God, and no other stands up to his greatness and magnificence


Exod 8:10 ...that thou mayest know that there is none like unto the LORD our God. �Deut 32:39 See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand. (The unique powers, abilities, character, actions, etc. of our God make Him in a class by himself.) 2Sam 22:32 “for who is God, besides Jehovah?”


More verses: Deu 4:35, 39; 6:4; 32:39; 2Sam 7:22; 1Ki 8:60; 2Ki 5:15; .


God is unified, one


In this concept, the statement in Deu 6:4, “God is one (Heb. echad)” says God is unified and in complete harmony in himself. This meaning can be understood that God is not “at cross purposes”. At times we want one thing, and then another, and we “work against ourself”. For example, we may want to have a happy family, but then in dealing with our spouse, we want our own way, and the two things end up making us at cross purposes within ourselves. God is never at cross purposes within himself. God is one.


This also can very easily mean that God exists as three a plurality of persons, and they are fully united, perfectly one in purpose and action. One Nation In Judges 20:1 “the children of Israel came out... as one man.” Here we see a multitude of people acting in complete unity, and being called “one”. One Family This is the sense of the word one in Gen 2:24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. The family is one singular family composed of two persons. But the Bible says “they are one”. One Church In Gal 3:28 Paul argues that we “are all one in Christ Jesus”, infering that the many members of the Church are really united. 1Cor 12:12 “the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.” So this concept of more than one being in “oneness” or unity can legitimately be applied toward God's being.


Jesus claims oneness with the Father


Note that in John 10:30 I and my Father are one. 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus was not saying that he is the same person as the Father, but that they shared a unity that is only possible if both are equally God, and the two are “one God”. The Jews understood that Jesus' claiming perfect unity with the Father would also affirm Jesus' equality with God the Father as being fully God. Another similar passage is in John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. The Jews clearly understood what Jesus was saying, that he is fully equal with God. What God is, he is that. See also John 10:36.


Either Jesus is a prophet of God, and therefore his words are true, or Jesus is a false prophet, and his words are not true. We must insist that Jesus is a true prophet of God, that was sent on a mission by God to save humanity, and part of his requirement for this mission is that it must be “God with us” (Emmanuel), or God actually coming to earth to complete this mission. The entire Bible points repeatedly to Jesus as the special one from God. Jesus is true in his teachings and statements.


Conclusions on God's “oneness”


What we can conclude here is several important “foundational” understandings. First of all, monotheism is biblical, there is only one God. Secondly, teachings like the Mormon's each Mormon man becoming a God of his own universe is in error. Thirdly, we see the Jehovah's Witnesses' declaration is wrong that there are two Gods, God Jehovah the Father, and the “Son of God”, Jesus, which is not part of nor equal with the Father. They set up a system of two different legitimate Gods, and this cannot be. Fourthly, when we see God's oneness being taught in Scripture, at first glance this appears to contradict declarations of Jesus' being fully God, and of the Holy Spirit being also God. But the truth is that in the Trinity doctrine, there is only one true God, and he exists in three persons, Father, Son, and Spirit.


Chapter 2. Why God is one, but has to be three persons in that one God: Love needs three people


1John 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 


What most anti-Trinity people do not understand is that the Trinity is bound and woven into “the very fabric and being of God”, that is, the very essence of God demands a Trinity. This is seen first off in the character of God, or His essence in that He is love. We admit that one can love one's own self, and this is always condemned in the Bible, and replaced with service towards others. The selfish love is not a noble, biblically commended love. Selfless love, that agape love, is what God commands us to emulate.


To have love, you need three things, you need the person who is doing the loving (John 5:20), the person who is the object of that love (Mat 3:17), and then you still need a manifestación of that love between them (Gal 4:6).


What we understand from this is that God needs to be three persons in order to fully comprehend his essential nature as being love. Without three “parts” or persons, there is no love. God is love, and in being an essential part or explanation of the essence and nature of God, this makes the three persons of the Godhood an eternal aspect of God, i.e. God has always in eternity past and future and the present been three persons. God loved the world, another secondary manifestation of God's nature, but the world did not exist in eternity past except in God's mind. But God, being love, had to have always had this “love essence” and therefore God has always had three persons.


No one is really saved unless they see, understand, and embrace the being and character of God. To “accept Jesus into your heart” is trite, and often misleading. To be saved you must first understand the being of God, that God is love, God is good, God is beneficial. But this love is a person to person thing, and it must be established between two people. Love, even among two humans, is a difficult thing to quantify and explain, although we see it and do it all the time. It is a relationship of trust and commitment between two persons. Salvation, true salvation, is to receive this love of God (seen in Jesus' death on the cross) and to love God back. God reveals his love for us in the act of sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. If you do not “understand” that, you are not saved. To “understand” it means that you see God's love, and understand that God acted from the most deepest part of his being (his essence and nature of being love), and this is because he loves and desires you. But love is as fragil as it is sturdy. If you do not respond to that love, you will not enter into the sturdy and rugged part of that love experience. No man and woman will be married and have kids and a lifetime together if they do not initially respond to each other's love, one towards the other. This is the same with your relationship with God based in love.


To respond is to believe, trust, and commit yourself to God. This is much more than praying a prayer. It is committing your life and being to God. This is where sanctification comes into the picture. Receiving Christ is what saves you, but in reality, our salvation is a moral commitment to reproducing or imitating the moral pattern of God in our lives (sanctification or being “holy”). This is the “follow-through” when a couple commits to each other, and then get married and live happily ever after. It shows how real their trust and commitment are to each other.


So the understanding of God is at the foundation of salvation. If God was only one person, and Jesus and the Holy Spirit were not valid, eternal persons of the Godhead, then would God have existed for eternity past in his essence of love? How could he be love if he was alone. Only God has existed eternally in the past, before creation.


From this understanding of “God is love”, and love needs at least two people, and its manifestion, we understand salvation, and we see the absolute need of the Trinity in order to understand God and our salvation.


John 17:26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 


John 17:23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 


Rom 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 


Salvation is clearly understanding the nature of God, and from this nature “flows” the truth of Jesus as the Christ. “Christ” (Greek) or “Messiah” (Hebrew) means the anointed one, the specially selected one by God. This is essentially “specially selected to be God's missionary, doing God's task”. 


The eternal nature of love conquerering


1Cor 13:4 (love) suffereth long, and is kind; (love) envieth not; (love) vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 8 (love) never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is (love). 


Without being trite, love is a superpower! Love is a divine force that can overcome any opposition. When we understand that this is where God in himself draws his strength from and that this is in his very nature and essence, we understand a tremendous amount about the Bible and why God has acted as he has. Why God has commanded us to have love and show love to our spiritual brethren, and to the world.


God the Father loves


John 5:20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. 


John 3:35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 


The fact that the Father loves the Son is very apparent from these declarations. What is not so apparent is if the Father loves the Son, why did he plan, send, and permit Jesus to come to earth and die on the cross? The answer is that the Father's love includes exalting the Son by this Messiah Mission. Jesus becomes the exalted one that is the focus of Scripture and God's glory, because he is the Christ, the Savior of the world. The Father's love towards his Son is seen in the Father's exaltation into a place of extreme glory, because of what the Son has accomplished pertaining to salvation.


God the Son is the Beloved


Heb 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: 11 They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; 12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. 


This passage clearly addresses Jesus, the Son of God, as “God” eternal. Hebrews 1 expresses the relationship between God the Father and God the Son, and it is very clear in this passage that Jesus is fully God.


John 14:31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do...


John 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 


This aspect of God the Son is that true love responds to love with obedience or submission (pleasing the other). The Son imitates his Father (his morality). This is seen in human father-son relationships, but it also explains the divine interrelationship.


John 5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 


This is not a weakness is Jesus that he cannot act alone without orders from the Father. Rather this is again the definition of the divine trinity relationship coming to surface again. Jesus loves the Father, and therefore he defines his life as whatever pleases the Father, he does. This is their relationship. John 10:30 I and my Father are one. You cannot separate the Son from the Father, because they are one in unity, one in being and essence, one in mind-set, and only different in their persons and tasks that they undertake (one loving, one responding to that love). This basically is focusing on their unity, not on Jesus' inferiority as not being fully God.


God the Holy Spirit is the manifestation of this divine love


John 3:34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 


Gal 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 


The Holy Spirit is highly linked with Jesus throughout his ministry. The love of the Father is seen towards his son(s) because God the Father sends the Holy Spirit into them. Gal 4:6 seems to be a rule here. The Holy Spirit's work is to work “behind the scenes” to produce the same moral image as the Father in the son. Jesus is fully God, but in coming to earth, he set aside the outward manifestation of his deity in order to take upon himself a form of a servant, a man, or human being. Likewise Jesus set aside the use of his divine power, and lived as we live. This is because Jesus is our example, and solely by Jesus' dependence upon the Holy Spirit (like we have to do) did he do everything he did.


The Holy Spirit is a divine resource given to us, and by this divine power, we are able to accomplish God's will, and please God. This is the divine security which makes our pleasing God a reality.


Chapter 3. Other Considerations that God has to be three persons


The Bible clearly teaches a single God (Godhood) that exists in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Although Islam clearly refutes this “out of hand”, this is the truth.


Sura 2:116 - "They say: "God has begotten a son". Glory be to Him. No, to Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on earth: everything renders worship to Him." 


Sura 9:30 - "The Christians say the Messiah is the Son of God, that is a saying from their mouths." 


Consider that God presents us with our problematic situation, i.e. all mankind sins and offends a personal God. This personal offense causes God to proclaim a divine judgment against sinners, and they suffer a spiritual death, as well as a physical death. This spiritual death is the second death, happening after their physical death. We see this in Luke 16:19-41, of the rich man and Lazarus. Obviously Jesus taught that after physical death, there are two options, one being this second death, or eternal punishment. We should receive Jesus to bypass this spiritual death and go to heaven.


Plurality of the Godhead


If the Muslim accepts the Bible as the authoritative word of God, then there must be harmony between ALL divine revelation between God and man. The Bible maintains this divine harmony in the inspiration of Scripture (the Bible), but the Koran doesn't. The Koran refutes the Bible in various points. 


The Bible speaks in such a way as to indicate the divine trinity. Consider:


Elohim (God) is in itself a plural form. Some say this is plural like the Queen of England speaks of “we” when she says she will make a trip to some place. This is the royal use of the plural, and even though she alone is queen, she would speak in this way. This is a possibility, but it is not the case actually. A plural of royalty never specifically identifies other individuals within it. In the Bible God speaks of himself in the plural, and then there are verses that speak of these persons within God, and they even speak one to another.


Gen 1:1-2 “God created the heaven and the earth... the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” This statement indicates that “God” created. This would be “Allah” in the Koran (actually “Allah” corresponds more to “Eloah” or “El” of the Hebrew Bible).  But clearly God is the Creator of all that is.


Gen 1:26 “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness... 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.” The Trinity doctrine is not some doctrine made up by man, but it is an explanation of what Scripture teaches. Notice that the Bible speaks of God making man in the image of God, but uses the plural pronouns “let us... our image... our likeness”. This is not in the image of God and the angels of heaven, but “in the image of God created he him”. Gen 9:6 “Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.” Man was not created in the image of any other creature, but in the image of God alone. So Scripture easily moves between God speaking in the plural of himself, and then back into the singular. This truth of Scripture is what causes us to seek to explain it, and the trinity doctrine is but an explanation of the truths we have in Scripture.


Surah 38.5. "Has he made the âliha (gods) (all) into One Ilâh (God—Allâh). Verily, this is a curious thing!"


It would appear that the Koran teaches the same plurality of persons within the unity of one Allah, if people would have an open heart to receive it! But Islam “accepts” the Bible as the Word of God, but at times agrees with it, and at times contradicts it.


Surah 31:11 “This is the creation of Allah. So show Me that which those (whom you worship) besides Him have created. Nay, the Zalimun (polytheists, wrongdoers and those who do not believe in the Oneness of Allah) are in plain error.” 


This is the error of Islam and the Koran, it does have true harmony like the Word of God, the Bible. These kinds of contradictions are not found in the Bible.


Gen 3:22 “And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil...” 11:7 “come, let us go down and there confuse their language...”  


Isa 6:8 “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.” Again God speaking in reference to himself uses “we” and “us”.


Understanding this point, that our singular one God exists in three persons help us understand other difficult Scriptures. 


Ps 45:6 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 7 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. Cited in Heb 1:8 But unto the Son he (God the Father) saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 


How can God have a relationship with God? He cannot. But this verse reveals much introspection into the Trinity. God the Father is the planner, and His Divine Will is the plan. Although there is an equality of divine essence between the three persons of the Trinity, there is a submission of the two persons (Son and Holy Spirit) to God the Father's plan. That is the Father's participation, His Divine Will. Again this explains and illustrates Christian great truths. Jesus submits to the Will of God the Father. This submission is the voluntary submission of an equal to an equal. It is not because Jesus is somehow inferior or “less God” than God the Father. But again, Jesus has taken on the mission of being the perfect example of a “child of God”, and Jesus' excessive seeking and submission to the Father's will is what teaches us and encourages us to be obedient to God.


God the Father is the program maker with His Divine Will


The Bible presents a different picture of God than the Koran. In the Koran, God's anger and then His own solution to his anger through a payment is not apparent. In the Bible, God works the divine plan of salvation. In this plan God the Father is always represented as living or residing in heaven until after the last events of Revelation when God makes a new heavens and earth, God's residence (heaven) descends to reside on earth with man for the rest of eternity.


But we note that God the Father is the person of God that always has the divine plan for creation and mankind, and no man has seen God the Father. This is because God the Father exists in heaven in unbridled holiness, that is, without veiling himself to interact with his Creation directly. Jesus veiled himself in the incarnation, and the Holy Spirit (because of his particular essence, a manifestation of love between Father and Son) is etheral, spiritual, or non-visible usually.


Jesus and the Holy Spirit are the missionaries


Isa 48:16 “Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.” 


Jesus, God the Son, is the emissary or missionary which is that “messenger of God” “the Word” which God has sent from heaven in a human, incarnated form of God and man. Jesus is not a created being, but fully God, because Jesus is God's Son. While the Koran directly declares this not to be so, it is affirmed by the Bible. 


Surah 9:30 The Jews call 'Uzair a son of Allah, and the Christians call Christ the son of Allah. That is a saying from their mouth; (in this) they but imitate what the unbelievers of old used to say. Allah's curse be on them: how they are deluded away from the Truth! 


Surah 19:34-35 Such (was) Jesus the son of Mary: (it is) a statement of truth, about which they (vainly) dispute. 35 It is not befitting to (the majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son. Glory be to Him! when He determines a matter, He only says to it, "Be", and it is.


The problem here is that again, Islam misunderstands the teaching of the Bible. Jesus was not a being that came after the existence of God the Father, being a son birthed by some kind of relationship between the Father and the Holy Spirit as an “always” eternal relationship. Jesus always existed equal to God the Father. In Proverbs 8, God the Son is personified as Wisdom, and Pro. 8: 22-31 speak directly of this “Wisdom” as co-habiting in eternity past before Creation with the LORD (Jehovah). Particularly verses 22 (the Lord possessed wisdom before his works of old) and 30 “then I was by him, as one brought up with him... always before him”. In Hebrew the words reflect the idea of twins, two beings that count their age as being identical. Also note how Jesus' “always (being) before the Father” is also reflected in John 1.


John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 


The declarations here is that the Word, “was with God” (twins or facing off before each other on a forever basis). The idea is face to face before God the Father. This speaks of eternity past, before anything was created. Jesus, the Son of God, created EVERYTHING that is a creature or creation. Verse 14 clarifies that this “Word” is the very same Jesus.


Surah 3.59 The similitude of Jesus before Allah is as that of Adam; He created him from dust, then said to him: "Be". And he was.


Surah 39.46. Say (O Muhammad): "O Allâh! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All-Knower of the Ghaib (unseen) and the seen. You will judge between your slaves about that wherein they used to differ."


So was “the Word” (Jesus) always before God (“with God”) or was he created? If he was created, did he create himself (because Jesus created everything that was created and he is the Creator (v3)?


The Koran affirms the inspiration and authority of the Bible, "And to thee have have sent down the Book of the Koran with truth, confirmatory of previous Scriptures, and their safeguard." (Sura 5:52). But in itself, the Koran contradicts these same Scriptures that they proclaim as having come from God.


Islam like the Jehovah's Witnesses present “God created”, but God used a created agent, Jesus. They say Jesus is an angel that was created by God, and then God endowed Jesus with the power and task of creating everything else.


From John 1:3 we see that this is not what the Bible states. From Surah 39:46 we also see that the Koran doesn't teach that, but rather that Allah is the Creator of all. But when we examine the Bible we find that God Jehovah, and God alone created everything.


Isa 44:24 Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; 


How does this work then if Jesus is a created being, and then endowed with creation powers (which really only belong to very God)?


Col 1:16 For by him (Jesus) were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 


The right conclusion is that Jesus is fully God. The Jehovah's Witnesses manipulate the text here in their own Bible (because no true Bible scholar would sign off on a version of the Bible contradicting the text), and they add, “Jesus created all [other] things”. While there is no Greek text which says this, and the Greek does not permit it either, they are faced with the contradiction that Jesus is very God. Islam likewise insists that Allah alone is the very God, and they believe the Bible (supposedly), but when the Bible clearly refutes the statements of Mohamed, then they begin with a propoganda war that says the Bible has been corrupted. They too are simply wrong, and cannot accept their own statement that the Bible is God's Word.


Jesus as our moral pattern


Another consideration here supporting our belief in the Trinity is that God gives us specific teaching about our moral duties before Him. God makes direct declarations (like the 10 commandments). These are moral obligations upon us. But these become burdensome, and man, inherently weak in spirit, complains that keeping these moral obligations is impossible. As such God has given us a much more inspirational help, that of the Jesus Christ. Jesus is God, and he came to earth to die on the cross to effect the propitiation of God's wrath on man's sin. But God did not choose to send Jesus to earth just the week before his crucification, but rather sent him through an incarnation of God into a human body. Jesus' human body began with the Holy Spirit moving upon the Virgin Mary. Note that God the Father did not do this, and as such is not indicated as the direct cause Jesus the Son of God's physical body or physical entrance into the world.


Jesus' life is an actual example of the morality of God put in place in a real person's actual life. This is to encourage us and teach us. But this moral example actually living among humans is exactly the point, Jesus is “God with us”, or the physical being of God actually living as a man among men. While this took place, some 33 years of time, God the Father sat on the throne of heaven. The idea that God would come to earth, and leave heaven without God on the throne would have opened heaven to Satan taking the throne of God. In this, we see that God the Father is always represented as having occupied this seat of government over creation. 


Indwelling of the Holy Spirit


Another consideration here is that after Jesus effected the salvation of men's souls by dying on the cross and rising from the dead after 3 days, he ascended into heaven, and apparently entered the holy place in heaven (of which the OT holy place is a copy), and appeased the wrath of God for man's sin. This parallels the OT high priest doing the same in symbol each year. But after that, God promises an “indwelling” of God in each particular man (every child of God), and this parallels the Holy Spirit in the OT descending to dwell in the OT temple. Today every child of God is a temple of God, and the Holy Spirit dwells within them. 1Cor 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 1Cor 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? Again we see that God the Father has the plan of God and works this plan from the throne of heaven, but that God the Son and God the Holy Spirit both are God interacting directly with man in a physical way.


Theophanies and “No man has seen God”


There are a great many apparent contradictions in Scripture to the foolish eye, but these contradictions disappear when a person studies Scripture and believes God. This is seen by the theophanies (God appearances) versus “No man has seen God.”


No man has seen God. 


Exo. 33:20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 1Tim 6:16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. John 6:46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father. 


This teaching is very clear and forthright. Nobody can see God and live. It is thought that this is because God, in his holiness, would not permit any human to see God unveiled in pure holiness and live, because of man's sinfulness. The holiness of God would immediately kill him. But as forceful as that is, the Bible reveals that many people “saw God” and lived to talk about it Acts 7:30-32; Exo. 3:2; Gen 3:8; Exo 24:9-11. 


This presents a logical contradiction. Can man see God and live, or not? The answer is that God is a Trinity, and no man can see God the Father and live. But at the same time, many people have seen both God the Son and God the Holy Spirit and have lived. This is because within the three persons of the Godhead, each takes a different role in the Creation and salvation, and Jesus is God veiled, as God veiled himself in smoke on Mount Sinai when he dealt with man.


Theophanies: Man seeing God


Study these verses that speak of theopanies. A theopany is God presenting himself to man. Gen 17:1 “the Lord appeared to Abraham”; Gen 18:1 “the Lord appeared to him”; Exo. 6:2-3 “God spoke further to Moses, I am the LORD (Jehovah)...I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty”; Exo 24:9-11 “they saw the God of Israel... they beheld God”; Exo 33:11 “thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend...”; Num 12:6-8 “with my servant Moses... with him I speak mouth to mouth, even openly”; Acts 7:2 “the God of glory appeared to our father Abraham”.


God speaking as Jehovah (LORD) explains his name to Moses, Exo 3:14 “God said to Moses, 'I AM WHO I AM'... 'I AM has sent me to you'” 


Zech 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. This verse identifies who is speaking as the Lord and as God (v8)


No man has seen God the Father


Note that Jesus himself gives us the solution clearly. John 6:46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father. John 14:7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? The answer to this riddle is that no man has ever seen the father directly. What they saw was Jesus, God the Son. But note that in the above verses of “men seeing God”, there was no distinction made, THEY “SAW GOD”, and apparently they saw Jesus, God the Son. Zech 12:10 brings that out very strongly.


Also note that Jesus cohabited eternity past with God the Father, and John 6:46 states “Not that any man hath seen the Father, save (except) he which is of God, he hath seen the Father.” If Jesus was “just a man (human)” and nothing more, then Jesus would not have been able to see God the Father either. Jesus is God, so this is not a problem. John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 


Chapter 4. God the Father is God


The fact is rarely challenged. It is mostly accepted that when the Bible talks about God, it is referring to the Father. In actuality, the word “God” refers to the Supreme Being that decides our lives for us, i.e. what will take place good or bad. In refering to the being, “God” is like “man”. It is a special word for one man, and it can be used more as a generic word for “the class of manhood”, i.e. “Godhood”. In this sense it is talking about the supreme being, being a single entity or the Trinity.





Chapter 5. Jesus is God


The doctrine of the Trinity hinges on a very simple “problem”. God the Father is clearly “God”, and yet Jesus the Son is also attributed the characteristics of God, and is called God. Close comparison of Scripture shows that Jesus the Son has to be equal with God. This would normally present a contradiction in Scripture unless we examine the concept of God as we did in chapters 1 and 2 and see that the Bible teaches a plurality of persons in a singular God.


Jehovah's Witness' One God, but Two Classes of God, God Father, and inferior “god” the Son


The Jehovah's Witnesses teach that Jesus is a type of God (a “son” god not fully equal with the “Father-Jehovah” God). This opens a tremendous amount of problems because teaching that there are two separate classes of God and god contradicts that there is only one God. Note that the key issue here is that Scripture attributes “God” to Jesus without any qualifying adjective. Many times (44 times) the phrase is “the Son of God”, but this is not a sub-class of God, something inferior to God the Father, but is the corresponding phrase to “God who is the Father” and so this “God who is the Son” identifies Jesus in his relation to the Father. With the many references to Jesus simply as “God”, this is clear, that Jesus is God without any degradation, he is fully equal with God in every way. The Trinity doctrine teaches that there is a single God that exists in three separate persons. 


First of all, let's look at some clear declarations of Jesus' divinity.


Clear Declarations of Jesus' Divinity.


Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  The reference is to Jesus' return, and Paul speaks of “the glorious appearing of the great God”. This can only be Jesus which is coming, which is clearly identified at the end of this verse. 


John 20:28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  It is important to understand that Thomas' statement attributed full deity to Jesus, and Jesus did not rebuke nor correct him in any way for that.


1Jn 3:16 “hereby perceive we the love of GOD, because HE LAID DOWN HIS LIFE for us.” In the context of the Bible, who laid down his life for mankind? Jesus.


Acts 7:59 “and they stoned Stephen, calling upon GOD, and saying, LORD JESUS, receive my spirit.” Stephen understood Jesus as being God.


Isa 40:3 “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” This prophecy is about John the Baptist preparing the way for God. This is applied to John's preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ. 


Col 2:9 For in him (Christ) dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. If we “resolve” the biblical difficulty with saying somehow Jesus is an inferior version of the one true God, God the Father-Jehovah, then this verse would refute that teaching. The “type” of God that Jesus is, is full God as is God the Father.


Heb 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. God the Father is speaking to/about God the Son, and he clearly states “to the Son he saith, Thy throne O God is forever and ever”. Why is there doubt about Jesus being fully God, when God the Father directly calls his Son “God”. Should there be any doubt? No.


Matt 1:23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. The incarnation of Jesus into a human body is specially “God coming to dwell among men”, so Jesus is God. This person of Jesus is declared to be the “mighty God, the everlasting Father”. 1Tim 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. Luke 7:16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his people. These statements have to be locked on Jesus Christ, and he is “God manifest in the flesh”. “God (Jesus) has visited his people.” To twist these verses to mean something else does injustice to them.


John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” No matter how people like the Jehovah's Witnesses twist and turn this verse, the essential teaching of the verse remains the same, this thing, “the Word”, is God, and “the Word” is Jesus. Jesus is God. The existence of “the Word” “with God” or before (facing before) God is clearly a co-existence of two separate beings, God, and the Word, with both fully being God. This is the same pattern that we have in Hebrews 1.


Heb 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; What this passage expresses is simply a dialog between God the Father and God the Son. Verse 3 declares that the Son is “an exact image of” the Father, and mentions his own inherent power as God. Heb 1:6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. This is not the Father creating Jesus, but Jesus as God has an introduction into the world as the Son, the Messiah, the Christ. We see that God the Father commands all the angels of God to worship the Son. First of all, we are reminded in Matthew 4:1 that Jesus himself pointed out (valid) that worship is only to the Lord God, and to none other. But why would God the Father order the angels to worship Jesus if he was not fully God?


Jesus' Divine Attributes


One of the factors pressing strongly upon us to conclude that the Trinity doctrine is the only answer to Scripture's teaching is that Jesus is definitely not a created angel, and he is definitely not just a righteous man, although he is both an angel (messenger between God and man) and also was incarnated as a man. We saw above that if we could sum up Jesus' being and essence as “just a human man”, then there is no way he existed before Creation, and there is no way he could have always stood before (face-to-face with) God the Father. He would have summarily died/been killed by God, because no mere man can see God the Father an live. When Jesus said no “man” has seen God the Father and lived, Jesus saw the Father, but not as a man, but as God.


John 10:30-33 “I and the Father are one... the Jews took up stones again to stone him... because you, being a man, make yourself God.” Jesus clearly taught that he was fully God in his own teachings, sermons, and statements. There is not doubt about this, and from the reactions of the Jews, they clearly understood this. Either Jesus was a false prophet (teaching false doctrine through malice), deceived (teaching false doctrine through self-deception), or Jesus is God. Jesus is God.


Phil 2:5 ?Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: His “form”, or the appearance of his being, is that he is God. Above we noted that before the world began, the Son was face to face with the Father “as God”. Here he was incarnated, i.e. took on flesh, or a fleshly form as a man. Moreover, “being God” was not like Satan who is not God, but seeks to rob the position of God with man. Jesus being God, is not taking that position without due authority and right to it. He is fully God, and he has all right to being God.


This forces the student of Scripture into a position of either Jesus' teaching stands as truth, or Jesus was a liar and false prophet. This position is also impossible to hold because very simply, the entire Bible focuses on Jesus as the true servant who had the mission of saving men from their sins. The exalted position of Jesus cannot be possessed by a liar or teacher of false doctrines.


Omnipresence


Matt 28:20 “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Jesus' presence with us (believers) ALL UNTIL THE END OF THE WORLD forces us to conclude only God can be with all believers at the same time.


Eternal


John 17:5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. Clearly Jesus understood and knew of his past existence before creation. Only God existed before creation.


Mic 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. God is referred to as “being from everlasting” Hab 1:12


The phrase “the First and the Last” as well as “Alpha and Omega” refer to an expansion that encompasses all. God alone is this, and this means basically that God is before anything that exists, and equally, if there is a possibility of something existing after God and his creation, then He is that also. 


This concept of being eternal, always having existed is expressed in different ways, but always there is this “always I have existed” idea. The root meaning of Yahweh (Jehovah) is some form of “I exist”, or “I am”. This comes from Exod 3:14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you, where God declared to Moises that He is the eternal “I AM”. According to John 8:24, if you do not believe that Jesus is this eternal God, then you will die in your sins. So this doctrine is not of minor importance.


John 8:24 “believe that I AM he”. John 8:58 “before Abraham was, I AM” 


Rev 1:8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. Again the Jehovah's Witness wants to steal Christ's deity from him. The passage is clearly Jesus Christ talking, and he is called “the Almighty”. They want to separate “Almighty” into meaning God the Father-Jehovah, and just “mighty” as being Jesus the Son, an inferior class of God.


Receives Worship as God


Heb 1:6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. cp. Mat 4:10 This passage is the strongest because God the Father commands the angels to worship God the Son.


John 5:17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. 18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.  Here, the Jews understood that Jesus' teaching was that he and the Father are equal in power as God, same nature, same essence. That is why they wanted to kill him.


John 5:23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. The issue here is very simply, as a great rabbi-teacher, Jesus could demand respect and honor, but no human teacher could claim rights to the same honor and respect that men give to God (worship to his self). This is what infuriated the Jews with Jesus.


Again we see examples of men worshipping Jesus, and Jesus did not prohibe, rebuke, or even comment on it in any way to correct it, but just received it. If Jesus is not God, then he would be accepting invalid worship to a creature (as Jesus himself said that we are to only worship God Mat 4:10). But yet in Mat 14:33; 28:9; John 9:35-38, men worshipped Jesus without any rebuke from Jesus. Moreover we see from the divinely inspired narrative, men worshipped him as a child (Mat 2:2, 11), and again no correction by God. 


Luke 19:38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. In this passage the Jews rebuke Jesus because the people praised and worshipped Jesus. Jesus says this worship and praise is due him. 


Why did these events not provoke a divine rebuke, or at least a comment or correction if Jesus is not God? Again we must insist, that worshipping Jesus is correct because Jesus is fully God! God the Father ordered the angels to worship Jesus in Hebrews 1:6.


Surah 5.72. Surely, they have disbelieved who say: "Allâh is the Messiah ['Iesa (Jesus)], son of Maryam (Mary)." But the Messiah ['Iesa (Jesus)] said: "O Children of Israel! Worship Allâh, my Lord and your Lord." Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allâh, then Allâh has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his abode. And for the Zâlimûn (polytheists and wrong�doers) there are no helpers.


Surah 5.73. Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allâh is the third of the three (in a Trinity)." But there is no ilâh (god) (none who has the right to be worshipped) but One Ilâh (God -Allâh). And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will befall the disbelievers among them.


Heb 1:5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? 6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. 


So again we see that the Koran contradicts the Bible. In the Koran, Allah sends all who worship anyone other that Allah to hell. Nobody has the right be worshipped except Allah. But God the Father himself commanded the angels to worship Jesus.


Jesus receives prayers


Just as only God receives worship, we should not pray to or call upon humble human beings as we do to God. Yet Scripture is complete with examples of men praying to Jesus. 


Acts 7:55-60 Stephen prays to Jesus to receive his spirit. �1Cor 1:1-2 Paul calls on the name of Jesus Christ.�Rom 10:13-14 call on the name of the Lord will be saved, quoted from Joel 2:32, where “LORD” is Jehovah.


Jesus is the Holy One; God is the Holy One.


God is the Holy One: Psa 16:10; 71:22; 78:41; 89:18; Isa 10:20. 


Jesus is the Holy One: Acts 2:27; 3:13-14; 13:34-35.


Jesus is Creator; God is the only Creator.


The Jehovah's Witnesses teach that God the Father is the only true God, and that his first creation was Jesus son of god (lowercase because they teach that Jesus is an inferior “god” the son, an angel). Then through the Son, God created everything else. The key verse here is Isa 44:24 Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself. The Lord (Jehovah) is stated to have create “all things” specifically heaven and earth “by myself”. The Creator is the Supreme Being. Other verses clarify that Jesus specifically created heaven and earth and all things.


John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. This verse pretty much leaves this false theory without any possibility of being right. Jesus made “everything that was made”. Did Jesus auto-make himself? That is impossible.


Col 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: Again, Jesus is the creator of all things.


Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 


Jesus is Saviour; God is the only Savior.


Jesus Christ is clearly declared to be the only Savior.


Jude 1:25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. If there is only one God and Savior, then how is it that Jesus is Savior and yet he is not God? This is a contradiction which is solved only by understanding Jesus to be fully, very God.


Jesus is the only Savior: Luke 2:11; 1Jn 4:14; 2Pe 1:1; 3:18; John 4:42; 2Tim 1:10; Titus 1:4; 2:13; 3:6. 


Note: In Titus 1:4, Jesus is mentioned with God the Father, and Jesus is distinguished as being the Savior. See also Acts 4:12; 2Tim 2:10; Heb 2:10; 5:9.


God almighty, Jehovah of the OT is also declared to be the only Savior.


Isa 43:10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD (Jehovah), and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. 11 I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour. So this one God Jehovah is the only God that there is. Jehovah is the Savior. Jehovah is a term like “God” in that there is a plurality within Jehovah, but none other is equal to Jehovah.


Sura 43:59 states “Jesus was no more than a mortal whom Allah favored and made an example to the Israelites. They are unbelievers who say God is Messiah, Mary’s son.” 


The Bible only has a few times in which it mentions “the Messiah” (Dan 9:25,26). But see this important verse on that topic, John 4:25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias (Messiah) cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. The word “Messiah” (Hebrew) is the same word “Christ” (Greek). Who is the Christ? Jesus. The Christ-Messiah is also fully God. Mat 1:16; 2:4; 16:16, etc.


God is our only Savior: Titus 2:10, 1Tim 4:10, Luke 1:47.


Jesus Forgives Sins; God alone forgives sins.


Psa 103:2-3 and Mark 2:7 God alone forgives sins.


Mark 2:5 Jesus forgives sin.


Jesus is the Redeemer; God is the only Redeemer.


This same dynamic (Jesus/God is Savior) exists with the concept of Redeemer. The concept of a Redeemer is somebody who personally pays the price to redeem another from some kind of bondage or enslavement (or punishment). 


Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. If the reference is to “God”, and then God is defined further as the one who paid for man's sin “with his own blood”, then “God died on the Cross”, i.e. proving Jesus Christ is very God. Compare this with Rev 1:5-6 (Jesus Christ) “washed us from our sins in his own blood”; Rev 5:8-9 “for thou was slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood” Again we see that Scripture teaches Jesus is very God. Jesus redeemed us “to God” with his own blood, but Acts 20:28, God himself purchased us with his own blood. 


Isa 44:6 Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. This verse declares two persons “the Lord of Israel” and “the Redeemer” and then shifts into first person, “I” which is the first and last, and then declares that there is no other God. Compare with 2Pet 1:1 ...to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: Again the Redeemer is declared to be God, and also linked to being Jesus.


1Pet 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.... 


Jehovah only shares his glory with no one, but does share it with Jesus.


Isa 42:8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images. The point here is that God does not share his glory with beings that are inferior to him, or that are not very God. Isa 48:11 is similar “and I will not give my glory unto another”. 


But Jesus spoke of the glory that he (Jesus) comparted with God the Father before the world was made in John 17:5. Father and Son could share glory because they both are God.





Chapter 6. The Holy Spirit is God.


Looking at “God is love” as a self explanation of God's own being, we understand the need for the two persons necessary to have true love, (he who loves, and he who is loved). But there can be no concept of love between two persons that just exist side by side without that love relationship showing through real evidence. The existence of two people is not love. Love is defined as the activity/relationship of trust, care, service, sacrifice, etc. from one person to the other, and the other sends the same back. This transit of emotional and spiritual things back and forth between the two people is what defines the presence of real love.


A boy that says he loves a girl, but never shows it in any way, well, he does not love that girl. She can justly complain against him as “not loving her” because there is no evidence of it. Thus we come into a biblical frame of mind towards the Holy Spirit. 


The Holy Spirit is a manifestation of the person of God. In reality he has the less “person” attributes of any of the three, because he is a “spirit” or etheral manifestation. At the same time the Holy Spirit is clearly identified as being a full person, just as the other three. If you can excuse my next illustration, but it is like when a husband and wife love each other, and then their love produces a baby. The baby is not just a third person that joined the love relationship between the two, but the baby is a real product (evidence) of the loving the two do between themselves. Although this gives us some idea of Holy Spirit's “spiritual nature”, the illustration fails, because a baby comes after the love between the father and mother, and we know that God is eternal in the past, and the nature and essence of God (love) must be eternal also. Also Jesus is not feminine, so there are problems with the illustration, but love between Father and Son demands the Holy Spirit as evidence. 


The Holy Spirit is part of the Godhead, and he exists eternally, especial in the past. Additionally the Holy Spirit is etheral, or not having a body. His existence is somewhat different from the Father and the Son, because their persons are predominant, and then their character is seen in their person. The Holy Spirit is the opposite, because his character of holiness is first, then after that he his person. In other words the character of Holy supercedes his presentation of his person. Being a person is still fully there, but Holiness is the primary focus instead of Father or Son.





Chapter 7. Unacceptable Explanations of the Trinity


Examining the evidence of a single God in three persons, various theories have been promoted as answers, but we must reject them because they do not have the support of Scripture. For a theory to be acceptable, it must maintain a clearly distinct “single, one God”, and it must maintain God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit as each having full deity.


Polytheism


A polytheistic view here would be that there are three Gods, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These would be God #1, God #2, and God #3. This theory is unsustainable, because of the many verses, such as Deu 6:4 that declare that God is one, and the verses which state there is no other beside God. Although we understand and accept that this Deu 6:4 statement both applies to God being singular, and that God being united, the declaration that there are three legitimate Gods is untenable.


Moreover, if there were three separate gods, then we would find ourselves with something similar to the Greek and Roman many gods, which among themselves fighting and striving for superiority and imposing their independent wills one over the other, and this is not what Scripture presents. Remember, God the Father is always represented as imposing his will (the plan) upon creation, and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit as totally submissive to that will. There is no striving one against the other between the three.


Modalism


Where as Polytheism fails in that it proposes three gods when Scripture indicates that there is only one true God, Modalism violates the three persons of the Trinity. It says that there is only one true God, but that he shifts from one person to another, much like a single person that would put on three different hats, one for each person. 


While this solves the three gods problem, it opens a tremendous amount of other problems, because how can the same person talk to himself as two separate persons? Most people would consider this a sign of an unsound mind (talking to yourself as though you had various persons inside you). Likewise how can God be one person, and one of those persons stay in heaven (the Father), another (Jesus) come to earth, and then return to heaven to send another (the Spirit) back to earth? That “solution” is more problematic that help.


Trinity


The doctrine of the Trinity is that the Bible teaches a one God concept, which God exists in three persons.


Chapter 8 Conclusion


While we see that the only viable answer is that there is a single God, and he exists in three persons, we must understand that the Bible's teaching about God demands us to see God as a person with which to deal. If a person does not have Jesus Christ as his personal Savior, understanding that Jesus is fully God sent on a mission to die for our sins and save us, that person cannot be saved. Salvation is defined as having a personal relationship with the Savior. Scripture declares that the Savior is God.
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