Deuteronomy — People, Places & Things
Deep Bible Research Guide
Deuteronomy is the fifth book of Moses and the final book of the Pentateuch. Its Hebrew title is Devarim (“Words”), reflecting Moses’ final speeches to Israel before they enter the Promised Land. The Greek title Deuteronomion means approximately “second law,” though Deuteronomy is better understood not as a replacement law but as a covenant renewal and exposition of the law for a new generation.
Key idea:
Remember the LORD, obey His covenant, love Him wholeheartedly, and possess the land He promised.
Key verse:
“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.” — Deuteronomy 6:5

I. THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY AT A GLANCE
	Category
	Information

	Author
	Moses

	Setting
	Plains of Moab

	Audience
	Second generation of Israel

	Period
	Immediately before Israel entered Canaan

	Main leader
	Moses

	Successor
	Joshua

	Central subject
	Covenant faithfulness

	Major theme
	Love and obey the LORD

	Key command
	“Hear, O Israel”

	Key confession
	The Shema

	Major covenant
	Moab covenant / covenant renewal

	Final event
	Death and burial of Moses

	Final leader
	Joshua


Major sections
1. Deuteronomy 1–4 — Remember the journey 
2. Deuteronomy 5–11 — Remember the covenant 
3. Deuteronomy 12–26 — Covenant laws 
4. Deuteronomy 27–30 — Blessings, curses, covenant renewal 
5. Deuteronomy 31–34 — Joshua commissioned and Moses dies 

II. PEOPLE IN DEUTERONOMY
1. Moses
Moses dominates Deuteronomy.
He is simultaneously:
· prophet 
· covenant mediator 
· teacher 
· shepherd 
· intercessor 
· lawgiver 
· national leader 
· witness 
· fatherly exhorter 
· dying leader preparing the next generation 
Moses' final ministry
Deuteronomy records Moses preparing Israel for life without him.
He teaches:
· Remember what God has done. 
· Do not forget God. 
· Obey God's commandments. 
· Teach God's Word to your children. 
· Destroy idolatry. 
· Do not imitate Canaan. 
· Trust God's promises. 
· Choose life. 
Moses' great failure
Moses reminds Israel that he himself would not enter Canaan.
Deuteronomy 3:23–27
This is extraordinarily important.
The greatest human leader of Israel cannot bring Israel into the land.
Moses can lead them to the border, but another leader must take them in.
That transition points toward:
Moses → Joshua
and ultimately, in Christian interpretation:
Law → fulfillment in Christ

2. Joshua
Joshua is Moses' successor.
Key passages
· Deuteronomy 3:21–22 
· Deuteronomy 31:1–8 
· Deuteronomy 31:14, 23 
· Deuteronomy 34:9 
Joshua's commissioning emphasizes:
“Be strong and courageous.”
Joshua must lead Israel into the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Joshua's significance
Joshua becomes the human instrument through whom God fulfills the land promise.
His Hebrew name, Yehoshua, is related to the name Jesus/Yeshua.
This provides an important biblical-theological connection:
Joshua leads Israel into Canaan; Jesus brings God's people into the ultimate salvation/rest promised by God.
Hebrews 4 develops the significance of Joshua and the concept of rest.

3. Caleb
Caleb appears prominently in Moses' review of Israel's wilderness history.
Deuteronomy 1:34–36
Caleb is remembered because:
· he followed the LORD wholeheartedly 
· he trusted God's promise 
· he was different from the unbelieving generation 
Caleb becomes one of the great biblical examples of faithful perseverance.
Compare:
· Numbers 13–14 
· Joshua 14:6–14 

4. The Twelve Spies
Deuteronomy revisits the famous rebellion at Kadesh-barnea.
Deuteronomy 1:22–46
Israel sent spies into Canaan.
The majority report produced fear.
Israel responded with:
· unbelief 
· complaining 
· rebellion 
· desire to return to Egypt 
The issue was ultimately not military strength.
It was whether Israel trusted God's promise.

5. The Kings of the Amorites
Deuteronomy remembers the defeat of:
Sihon
King of Heshbon.
Og
King of Bashan.
Key passages:
· Deuteronomy 2:24–37 
· Deuteronomy 3:1–11 
Their defeat demonstrates that God was already giving Israel victories east of the Jordan.

6. Sihon
Sihon refused Israel passage through his territory.
Israel defeated him.
His kingdom included:
Heshbon and surrounding territory.
Sihon's defeat becomes a recurring testimony of God's power.
Compare:
· Psalm 135:10–12 
· Psalm 136:17–22 

7. Og
Og was king of Bashan.
Deuteronomy gives unusual attention to him.
Deuteronomy 3:11
His enormous iron bedstead/coffin is mentioned.
Og's defeat demonstrates:
Even the strongest apparent obstacle cannot defeat God's covenant purpose.

8. Aaron
Aaron appears primarily in Moses' historical review.
Deuteronomy 9–10
Moses reminds Israel about:
· the golden calf 
· Aaron's leadership 
· God's judgment 
· Moses' intercession 
Aaron's story demonstrates how quickly covenant rebellion can follow covenant revelation.

9. Miriam
Miriam is explicitly mentioned in:
Deuteronomy 24:9
Moses commands Israel:
“Remember what the LORD your God did to Miriam…”
This refers to her punishment for opposing Moses.
The principle is that Israel must remember God's holiness and His dealings with rebellion.

10. Abraham
Abraham is foundational to Deuteronomy's theology.
God's promises to Abraham explain:
· Israel's existence 
· the land 
· multiplication of descendants 
· covenant identity 
See:
· Deuteronomy 1:8 
· 6:10 
· 9:5, 27 
· 30:20 
· 34:4 

11. Isaac
Isaac is included in the patriarchal covenant.
God's promise to Isaac forms part of the reason Israel possesses the land.

12. Jacob
Jacob is repeatedly associated with Israel's covenant identity.
“Jacob” and “Israel” function as both:
· personal name 
· national designation 

13. Esau / Edom
Deuteronomy gives Israel instructions concerning Edom.
Deuteronomy 2:4–8
God had given Mount Seir to Esau.
Israel therefore was not permitted simply to take Edomite territory.
This reveals something important:
God controls the inheritance of nations, not merely Israel's inheritance.

14. Lot's Descendants
Deuteronomy mentions:
· Moab 
· Ammon 
God had given territories to these peoples.
Deuteronomy 2:9, 19
This establishes that Israel was not entitled to every neighboring territory.
God is sovereign over nations and boundaries.

15. Balaam
Although Balaam is not a central character in Deuteronomy, his attempted cursing of Israel is remembered.
Deuteronomy 23:4–5
God turned the curse into blessing.
This is a major biblical principle:
God's covenant blessing cannot ultimately be overturned by human attempts at cursing.
Compare Numbers 22–24.

16. The Levites
The tribe of Levi occupies a special role.
They receive:
· priestly responsibilities 
· teaching responsibilities 
· sacrificial responsibilities 
· cities 
· tithes and provisions 
Deuteronomy 18:1–8
The Levites' inheritance is uniquely described:
“The LORD is their inheritance.”
This is a profound theological concept.
Other tribes receive land.
The Levites receive God Himself as their inheritance.

17. Priests
Priests serve before the LORD.
They have responsibilities concerning:
· sacrifices 
· worship 
· teaching 
· judgment 
· covenant administration 
Deuteronomy 17:8–13
Priests participate in difficult judicial cases.

18. Prophets
Deuteronomy 18 contains one of the most important prophetic passages in Scripture.
Deuteronomy 18:15
“The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear.”
This passage has enormous importance for biblical theology.
Peter explicitly applies it to Jesus:
Acts 3:22–23
Stephen also references it:
Acts 7:37
Thus Deuteronomy anticipates a future prophet resembling Moses.

III. PLACES IN DEUTERONOMY
1. Plains of Moab
This is the primary geographical setting.
Israel is east of the Jordan, preparing to cross into Canaan.
The plains of Moab provide the setting for Moses' final speeches.

2. Mount Sinai / Horeb
Deuteronomy frequently looks backward to Horeb.
Deuteronomy 5
The Ten Commandments are rehearsed.
Horeb represents:
revelation + covenant + responsibility.

3. Kadesh-barnea
This location is associated with Israel's rebellion after the spies' report.
Deuteronomy 1:19–46
Kadesh becomes a symbol of:
unbelief at the threshold of promise.

4. Mount Seir
Associated with Esau/Edom.
Israel passed around this territory.

5. Arnon
The Arnon River marked part of the territory Israel conquered from Sihon.
Deuteronomy 2:24

6. Heshbon
Capital of Sihon.
Israel conquered it.
It becomes part of Israel's inheritance east of Jordan.

7. Bashan
The kingdom of Og.
Known for:
· strong cities 
· fortified places 
· fertile territory 
· Og's formidable reputation 

8. Mount Hermon
Deuteronomy 3:8–9
The territory conquered east of Jordan extended toward Hermon.
The mountain represents the northern extent of Israel's Transjordan victories.

9. Jordan River
The Jordan represents a major theological boundary.
Israel is:
outside Canaan → standing at the threshold → preparing to enter.
Moses sees the land but does not cross.
Joshua will lead Israel across.

10. Mount Nebo
Deuteronomy 34
Moses ascends Mount Nebo.
From there God allows him to see the Promised Land.
Then Moses dies.
Nebo becomes one of the most poignant places in the Pentateuch.
Moses sees the promise but does not personally enter it.

11. Mount Pisgah
Associated with Moses' view of the land.
Deuteronomy 3:27
God tells Moses to go up to Pisgah and look westward.

12. The Promised Land
Deuteronomy describes Canaan as:
“a good land”
Characteristics include:
· water 
· valleys 
· hills 
· wheat 
· barley 
· vines 
· fig trees 
· pomegranates 
· olive oil 
· honey 
Deuteronomy 8:7–10
The land is fundamentally a gift of God.

IV. THINGS IN DEUTERONOMY
1. The Ten Commandments
Deuteronomy 5 repeats the Decalogue.
The Ten Commandments establish foundational covenant obligations.
The commandments concern:
1. No other gods 
2. No idols 
3. God's name 
4. Sabbath 
5. Parents 
6. Murder 
7. Adultery 
8. Theft 
9. False witness 
10. Coveting 

2. The Shema
Perhaps the most famous passage in Deuteronomy.
Deuteronomy 6:4–5
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!”
Then:
“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”
The Shema establishes:
exclusive loyalty + wholehearted love + covenant obedience.
Jesus identifies this as the greatest commandment.
See:
· Matthew 22:37 
· Mark 12:29–30 
· Luke 10:27 

3. Teaching Children
Deuteronomy 6:6–9
God's Word must move from:
book → heart → home → children → daily life.
Israel is commanded to teach God's Word:
· when sitting 
· walking 
· lying down 
· rising 
· throughout ordinary life 
Biblical education is therefore not merely institutional.
It is generational discipleship.

4. Phylacteries and Doorposts
Deuteronomy 6:8–9 speaks of God's words being bound on the hand and between the eyes and written on doorposts.
This later becomes associated with:
· tefillin 
· mezuzah 
The physical symbols communicate:
God's Word must govern thought, action, home, and life.

5. Idolatry
Idolatry is one of Deuteronomy's greatest concerns.
Israel is repeatedly warned:
Do not forget the LORD.
Why?
Because prosperity can produce forgetfulness.
Deuteronomy 8:11–14
The danger is:
blessing → prosperity → self-sufficiency → forgetting God → idolatry → judgment.

6. High Places and Pagan Worship
Israel must not worship God in the same manner as pagan nations.
Deuteronomy 12
Worship must be centered according to God's revealed instructions.

7. Sacrifices
Deuteronomy regulates:
· burnt offerings 
· sacrifices 
· tithes 
· firstborn 
· festival offerings 
Sacrifice is connected with:
worship + thanksgiving + covenant fellowship + atonement.

8. Passover
Deuteronomy 16:1–8
Passover recalls Israel's deliverance from Egypt.
The feast ensures that Israel's identity remains rooted in:
redemption.

9. Feast of Weeks
Deuteronomy 16:9–12
Later associated with Pentecost.
It celebrates God's provision and calls Israel to rejoice.

10. Feast of Booths
Deuteronomy 16:13–17
Israel remembers God's provision and rejoices before Him.

11. Tithing
Deuteronomy contains extensive teaching concerning tithes.
Tithing supports:
· Levites 
· worship 
· feasts 
· needy people 
See Deuteronomy 14 and 26.

12. Firstfruits
Deuteronomy 26:1–11
Israel brings the firstfruits and confesses God's covenant faithfulness.
The offering becomes a theological testimony.
Israel essentially says:
“What we have came from God.”

13. Debt Release
Deuteronomy 15
Every seventh year includes release concerning debts.
This protects Israel from permanent economic bondage.

14. Slavery / Servitude
Deuteronomy regulates Hebrew servants and commands generous treatment.
Deuteronomy 15:12–18
The theological basis is Israel's own experience:
You were slaves in Egypt.
Israel's treatment of others must be shaped by remembered redemption.

15. The Poor
The poor must not be ignored.
Deuteronomy 15:7–11
God commands generosity.
The economic ethic of Deuteronomy is therefore deeply covenantal.

16. Justice
Deuteronomy 16:18–20
“Justice, justice you shall pursue.”
Justice must not be corrupted by:
· bribery 
· partiality 
· political power 
· wealth 

17. Cities of Refuge
Deuteronomy 19
Cities of refuge protect a person who accidentally causes death.
This distinguishes:
murder from accidental killing.
It demonstrates the biblical concern for both:
· justice 
· mercy 

18. Witnesses
Deuteronomy 19:15
A single witness is insufficient to establish serious wrongdoing.
The principle of multiple witnesses becomes important throughout Scripture.

19. Kingship
Deuteronomy 17:14–20
Deuteronomy anticipates Israel eventually having a king.
But the king is not above God's law.
The king must:
· write a copy of the law 
· read it 
· fear God 
· obey God's commandments 
· avoid pride 
This is remarkable:
Israel's king is under God's Word.

20. The Future Davidic Kingdom
Deuteronomy does not give the full Davidic covenant—that comes later in 2 Samuel 7—but its kingship legislation establishes important foundations for Israel's monarchy.
The king must rule under divine covenant authority.

21. False Prophets
Deuteronomy 13
Israel must reject anyone who attempts to lead them away from the LORD—even if signs or wonders occur.
This establishes an important principle:
Miracles do not authenticate a message that contradicts God's revelation.

22. True Prophets
Deuteronomy 18:20–22
A true prophet speaks in God's name and does not speak falsely.
Deuteronomy therefore gives criteria for discerning prophetic claims.

23. Witchcraft and Occult Practices
Deuteronomy 18:9–14
Israel must reject:
· divination 
· sorcery 
· witchcraft 
· mediums 
· spiritists 
· necromancy 
Why?
Because God's people are to seek revelation from God, not occult powers.

24. Covenant
Covenant is perhaps the central theological concept of Deuteronomy.
The book repeatedly speaks in covenant language:
· God chose Israel 
· God redeemed Israel 
· God gave promises 
· Israel must obey 
· blessings follow obedience 
· judgment follows rebellion 

25. Blessings
Deuteronomy 28:1–14
Blessings include:
· fruitful crops 
· victory 
· prosperity 
· protection 
· national exaltation 
But the blessings are covenantally conditioned.

26. Curses
Deuteronomy 28:15–68
The curses are extensive.
They include:
· famine 
· disease 
· defeat 
· exile 
· oppression 
· destruction 
· scattering 
The length and intensity of the curses emphasize the seriousness of covenant rebellion.

27. Exile
Deuteronomy remarkably anticipates Israel's future exile.
Deuteronomy 28:64
Israel will be scattered among nations because of disobedience.
This becomes important for understanding:
· Assyrian exile 
· Babylonian exile 
· restoration 
· prophetic theology 

28. Repentance and Restoration
Deuteronomy does not end with judgment.
Deuteronomy 30:1–10
After exile, Israel can:
· return to God 
· obey Him 
· experience restoration 
· receive mercy 
God promises to restore His people.

29. Circumcision of the Heart
One of Deuteronomy's deepest theological statements:
Deuteronomy 30:6
God will:
“circumcise your heart”
This moves covenant theology from merely external identity toward internal transformation.
Compare:
· Jeremiah 4:4 
· Jeremiah 31:31–34 
· Romans 2:28–29 
· Colossians 2:11 

30. Life and Death
Deuteronomy 30:15–20
Moses sets before Israel:
life and death
blessing and cursing.
Then comes the appeal:
“Therefore choose life.”
This is one of Deuteronomy's great theological climaxes.

V. MAJOR THEMES
1. Remember
“Remember” is one of Deuteronomy's controlling ideas.
Israel must remember:
· Egypt 
· wilderness 
· manna 
· God's miracles 
· covenant 
· rebellion 
· God's faithfulness 
The opposite is:
forgetting God.

2. Do Not Forget
Deuteronomy repeatedly warns:
“Do not forget the LORD.”
The danger is especially strong after prosperity arrives.

3. Love God
Obedience is not presented merely as mechanical law-keeping.
The foundation is love.
Deuteronomy 6:5
Love produces obedience.

4. Hear
The opening command of the Shema is:
Hear.
Biblical hearing means more than receiving information.
It involves:
hearing → believing → obeying.

5. Obey
Deuteronomy repeatedly connects:
hearing God's voice + obeying God's commandments.

6. Teach the Next Generation
One generation is dying.
Another generation is entering Canaan.
Therefore Deuteronomy is profoundly concerned with generational faithfulness.

7. Holiness
Israel must not become like the surrounding nations.
Their identity is determined by:
God's presence + God's covenant + God's Word.

8. Exclusive Worship
There is only one LORD.
Therefore Israel must reject all rival gods.

9. Land
The land is:
promise + gift + responsibility.
Israel does not receive Canaan because it is inherently righteous.
Deuteronomy 9:4–6
Moses explicitly destroys Israel's self-righteousness.

10. Grace
Deuteronomy is not merely a book of law.
Grace comes first.
God:
1. chose Israel 
2. loved Israel 
3. redeemed Israel 
4. brought Israel through the wilderness 
5. gave Israel the covenant 
6. then commanded Israel to obey 
Grace precedes obedience.

VI. DEUTERONOMY AND JESUS CHRIST
Deuteronomy is one of the most important Old Testament books for understanding Jesus.
1. Jesus quotes Deuteronomy extensively
During His temptation in the wilderness, Jesus answers Satan from Deuteronomy.
Matthew 4
Jesus quotes:
Deuteronomy 8:3
“Man shall not live by bread alone…”
Then:
Deuteronomy 6:16
“You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”
Then:
Deuteronomy 6:13
“You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.”
Jesus responds to temptation by the very book that describes Israel's wilderness testing.

2. Jesus and the Greatest Commandment
Jesus quotes:
Deuteronomy 6:5
Love God with all your heart, soul, and strength.
This becomes central to Jesus' teaching.

3. Jesus as the Greater Prophet
Deuteronomy 18:15
“A Prophet like me…”
The New Testament explicitly connects this promise with Jesus.
Acts 3:22–23
Jesus is therefore understood as the ultimate Prophet like Moses—but greater than Moses.

4. Jesus and the Law
Jesus does not treat Deuteronomy as obsolete.
He fulfills the Law.
Matthew 5:17 is important:
“I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”

5. Curse and Christ
Deuteronomy 21:23 says that one hung on a tree is under God's curse.
Paul applies this to Christ:
Galatians 3:13
Christ became a curse for us.
This is one of the most profound Christological connections in Deuteronomy.
Deuteronomy's covenant curse → Christ bearing the curse → redemption.

6. Deuteronomy 30 and Christ
Paul quotes Deuteronomy 30 in Romans 10.
The language concerning God's Word, faith, and salvation becomes part of Paul's explanation of righteousness by faith.

VII. DEUTERONOMY'S MOST IMPORTANT CHAPTERS
Deuteronomy 1
Wilderness history.
Deuteronomy 4
Call to obedience and warning against idolatry.
Deuteronomy 5
Ten Commandments.
Deuteronomy 6
Shema and love for God.
Deuteronomy 7
Chosen people and holy separation.
Deuteronomy 8
Remember God in prosperity.
Deuteronomy 9
Israel's rebellion and Moses' intercession.
Deuteronomy 10
Circumcision of the heart and covenant renewal.
Deuteronomy 12
Centralized worship.
Deuteronomy 15
Debt release and care for the poor.
Deuteronomy 16
Three major annual festivals.
Deuteronomy 17
Judges and kings.
Deuteronomy 18
Priests, Levites and Prophet like Moses.
Deuteronomy 19
Justice and cities of refuge.
Deuteronomy 21
Covenant laws and the cursed one hung on a tree.
Deuteronomy 24
Social justice.
Deuteronomy 26
Firstfruits confession.
Deuteronomy 27
Covenant curses.
Deuteronomy 28
Blessings and curses.
Deuteronomy 29
Covenant renewal.
Deuteronomy 30
Repentance, restoration, circumcision of the heart, life and death.
Deuteronomy 31
Joshua commissioned.
Deuteronomy 32
Song of Moses.
Deuteronomy 33
Blessing of the tribes.
Deuteronomy 34
Death of Moses.

VIII. DEUTERONOMY'S GREAT "PEOPLE, PLACES & THINGS" CONNECTIONS
PEOPLE
Moses → Joshua → Israel
PLACES
Egypt → Sinai/Horeb → Wilderness → Kadesh → Moab → Jordan → Canaan
THINGS
Covenant → Law → Shema → Worship → Land → Blessing → Curse → Exile → Restoration

IX. THE BIG THEOLOGICAL MOVEMENT
Deuteronomy can be summarized as:
REDEMPTION
↓
God brings Israel out of Egypt
COVENANT
↓
God establishes His relationship with Israel
REMEMBRANCE
↓
Israel must remember what God has done
OBEDIENCE
↓
Israel must love and obey God
LAND
↓
God gives the promised inheritance
WARNING
↓
Don't forget God
BLESSING / CURSE
↓
Covenant faithfulness has consequences
EXILE
↓
Rebellion ultimately brings judgment
REPENTANCE
↓
Israel returns to God
RESTORATION
↓
God restores His people
HEART TRANSFORMATION
↓
God circumcises the heart
LIFE
↓
“Choose life”

X. THE CENTRAL MESSAGE OF DEUTERONOMY
If the entire book were reduced to one theological sentence:
The God who redeemed His people calls them to remember His grace, love Him exclusively, obey His Word, teach His truth to the next generation, and remain faithful to His covenant.
And one of the deepest paradoxes of the book is this:
Israel needs more than an external law.
Deuteronomy ultimately points toward the need for God to transform the heart.
That is why Deuteronomy 30:6 is so important.
The final answer to Israel's covenant problem is not merely:
“Try harder.”
It is:
God must change the heart.
That theme becomes enormously important in Jeremiah's new covenant prophecy and ultimately in the New Testament's teaching about regeneration and the work of the Holy Spirit.
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