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PREFACE

In sending out fromthe Press these Studies in the Life of Abraham |
amvery sensible of the inadequacy of ny attenpt to conceive, or
portray, one of the greatest characters of History. And yet there is
one thought pervading the entire narrative, which brings it near to
the poorest limmer of its noble outlines. Abraham was great through
his faith. And that faith was at first but a silver thread, a tiny
streak, an insignificant sinew -- not stronger than that which
trenbles in the hunbl est and weakest reader of these |ines.

But wherever faith is, it is the link with Omipotence; the
channel for the Divine conmunications; the wire along which the Fire
of Heaven may travel. And as it is used according to the pronptings
of the Divine Spirit, and in obedience to his conmands, it will grow
It grewin Abraham It will grow in us

To trace the laws of that growh, and its gradual increase,
for the encouragenent of those who by faith are the children of
Abraham and who long with intense desire to enmulate their great
progenitor, until they can renmove nmountains of difficulty and achi eve
apparent inpossibilities, has been the great principle on which these
pages have been prepared.

F. B. Meyer
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CHAPTER ONE

THE HOLE OF THE PI T

"The CGod of glory appeared unto our father Abraham when
he was in Mesopotani a, before he dwelt in Charran; and said
unto him Get thee out of thy country, and fromthy kindred,
and cone into the land which I shall show thee."
-- Acts 7:2-3.
"Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hol e of
the pit whence ye are digged. Look unto Abraham your father."
-- Isaiah 51:1-2.

In the grey dawn of history the first great character that
arrests our attention at any length is that of Abraham who woul d
command our notice for this, if for nothing el se, that he is spoken
of as the "Friend of God." Surely it nmust be well worthy of our
devout consideration to study the inner life, and outward carri age,
of such a man: that we too, in our smaller neasure, may become -- not
servants only, but -- "friends"; the favored confidantes of God --
fromwhomHe will not hide His secrets, to whomHe will make known
Hs will.

Many rays of interest focus in the story of Abraham His
portrait is drawn with such detail, that it |ives before us, with the



same hopes and fears, golden hours and hours of depression, that are
famliar factors in our own lives. Then, also, his life is so
constantly referred to in the Ad Testanment, and in the New, that it
woul d seemas if the right understanding of it is necessary to give
us the clue to many a difficult passage, and many a sacred doctrine
in the succeedi ng pages of the Bible. Nor can it fail to interest us
to di scover the reason why the wild Bedouin of the desert and the
nmodern Engli shman -- the conservative East, and the progressive and
swi ft-noving West; the Muslimand the Christian -- can find in the
tent of the first Hebrew a conmmon neeting ground, and in hinself a
conmon ori gin.

Qur story takes us back two thousand years before the birth
of Christ, and to the ancient city of U. And it may be well, by the
aid of nodern discovery, to consider the earliest conditions and
which this I[ife was cradled. W like to stand in that |one spot anong
the hills, where, am d the bracken and the gorse, or from sone
noss-grown basin of rock, there springs forth the river which drains
a continent, and flows, |aden with navies to the sea. W ask the
bi ographer to tell us sonmething of the scenes amd which a great life
was nurtured; because we think that we can better understand its
color, current, and drift. So would we thank nodern di scovery for
having cast its lantern on the ruins of that old world city, which
was the busy home of |ife when flocks browsed on the seven hills of
Rone; and red deer, light of foot, roamed over the site of St
Paul 's, or canme down to drink the undefiled and pellucid waters of
t he Thames.

We nust look for Ur, not in Upper Mesopotania, where a
m staken tradition has fixed it, but in the ruins of Mugheir, in the
near vicinity of the Persian @ulf. Forty centuries, slowy silting up
the shore, have driven the sea back about a hundred miles. But at the
time of which we speak it is probable -1- that Abrahanmis natal city
stood upon the coast near the spot where the Euphrates poured the
volune of its waters into the ocean waves.

[-1- The site of U is still a matter of discussion, into
which | have no desire to enter. | have adopted the nore recent
suggesti on because the di stance from Charran seens to conport better
with the narrative. The old site assigned to U was only a day or
two's march from Charran, and surely Terah woul d not have broken up
his home for so short a journey.]

"The present remains of the town consist of a series of |ow
mounds di sposed in an oval shape, neasuring about two mles in
extent, and commanded by a | arger nound of seventy feet in height, on
whi ch are the remains of what nust have been once a vast tenple,
dedicated to the Moon." [Professor Rawinson.] In olden days it was
a large and flourishing city, standing on the sea, and possessed of
fleets of vessels, which coasted al ong the shores of the Indian
Ccean, freighted with the products of the rich and fertile soil

It would be foreign to our purpose to attenpt a description
of the luxuriance of that Chal dean |and, watered by its two mghty
streans [ The Euphrates and the Tigris], and in which the grain crop
was of marvel ous abundance, and the date-palmattained to an
extraordi nary growth, repaying richly the scanty | abors of the



peopl e; and where ponegranates and appl es, grapes and tamari sks grow
wild Suffice it to say, that it was a long green strip of

garden-l and, sufficient to attract and maintain vast popul ati ons of
men, and specially suitable for the settlement of those
shepherd-tri bes which required extensive pasture lands for their
herds and fl ocks.

These sons of Hamwere grossly I DOLATROUS. In that clear
transparent atnosphere, the heavenly bodies blazed with extraordi nary
ef ful gence, beguiling the early Chal deans into a system of
Nat ur e- wor shi p, which speedily becane identified with rites of gross
i ndul gence and inmpurity, such as those into which humanity al ways
falls, when it refuses to retain God in its know edge, and gives
itself up to the dictates of its own carnal lusts. The race seened
verging again on the brink of those horrible and unnatural crines
whi ch had al ready necessitated its al nost total destruction; and it
was evi dent that sonme expedi ent nust be speedily adopted to arrest
the progress of noral defilenment, and to save mankind. This
enterprise was undertaken by H m whose delights have ever been with
the sons of men, and who, in after-days, could say, with mjestic
enphasi s, "Before Abrahamwas, | AM" And He acconplished Hi s purpose
then, as so often since, by SEPARATING to Hi nsel f one man, that
t hrough hi mand his descendants, when they had been thoroughly
purified and prepared, He might operate upon the fallen race of man
recalling it to Hinself and elevating it by a noral |ever, working on
a pivot outside itself.

Four centuries had passed away since the Flood; and they nust
have been centuries abounding in em grations. Population nultiplied
nore rapidly than now, and all the world was open where to choose.
Leaving the first seats of life, swarmafter swarm nust have hived
off in every direction. Surging waves of nen, pressed on by hunger
| ove of conquest, or stronger hordes behind, spread outwards over the
wor |l d. The sons of Japeth pushed northwards, to col oni ze Europe and
Asia, and to lay the foundations of the great |ndo-European famly
The sons of Ham pushed sout hwards, over the fertile plains of
Chal dea, where, under the lead of the m ghty Ninrod, they built towns
of baked clay; reared tenples, of which the ruins remain to this day;
and cultivated the arts of civilized life to an extent unknown
el sewhere. They are said to have been proficient in mathematics and
astronony; in weaving, netal-working, and gem engraving; and to have
preserved their thoughts by witing on clay tablets.

Now, it so happened, that into the mdst of this Hamte
col oni zation there had cone a famly of the sons of Shem This clan
under the |ead of Terah, had settled down on the rich pasture |ands
outside U. The walled cities, and civilized arts, and nerchant
traffic, had little attraction for them as they were rather a race
of shepherds, living in tents, or in villages of slightly-constructed
huts. And if Noah's prediction were verified (Genesis 9:26), we my
believe that their religious life was sweeter and purer than that of
t he peopl e anmongst whom we find them

But, alas! the noral virus soon began its work. The cl ose
association of this Shemte famly with the idolatrous and abom nabl e
practices of the children of Ham tainted the purity and sinplicity
of its early faith; and it is certain that a |l evelling-down process



was subtly at work, lowering its standard to that of its neighbors.
Joshua (Joshua 24:15) says distinctly that the fathers of the
children of Israel, who dwelt beyond the flood of the Euphrates,
served ot her gods. And there are traces of the evil in the hone of
Laban, from which Rachel stole the inages (TERAPHI M, the |oss of

whi ch so kindled her father's wath (Genesis 31:19-35). It is a heavy
responsibility for godly people to live am d scenes of notorious
godl essness and sin. If they escape the snare, their children may be
caught in it. What right have we heedl essly to expose young lives to
foul masma, which nmay taint and defile themfor evernore! And if

t hrough the clains of duty we are conpelled to live in any such
bal ef ul and noxi ous at nosphere, let us ask that the fire of Divine
purity may extent |ike a cordon of defense around our hone; and that
our dear ones may dwell in the secret place of the Mst High

Am d such scenes ABRAHAM was born, and grew fromyouth to
manhood. But, fromthe first, if we may credit the traditions which
have lingered in the conmon tal k of the unchangi ng East, he nust have
possessed no ordi nary character. According to those stories, which
if not literally true, are no doubt based on a substratum of fact, as
a young man Abraham of fered an unconprom sing opposition to the evil
practices which were rife, not only in the land, but in his father's
house. He enpl oyed the weapon of sarcasm used so effectively
afterwards by the prophets to his own descendants. He broke the
hel pl ess inages to pieces. He refused to bow before the subtle
element of fire at the bidding of the nonarch, and under the penalty
of martyrdom Thus early was he being detached fromthe quarry of
heat hendom dug from"the hole of the pit," preparatory to being
shaped as a pillar in the house of the Lord.

There is nothing of all this in Scripture, but there is
not hi ng i nconsistent with it. On the contrary, as the peculiar
nmovenments of a pl anet suggest the presence of sone celestial body of
a definite size, which is yet hidden fromview in the depths of
space: so the mature character, the faith, and the ready obedi ence of
this man, when he first conmes under our notice, convince us that
t here nust have been a long previous period of severe trial and
testing. The mushroomis the child of a single night; but the oak
which is a match for the tenpest, is the result of |ong years of sun
and air, of breeze and storm

At last, THE GOD OF GLORY APPEARED UNTO HI M The |ight had
been growing on his vision; and finally the sun broke out fromthe
obscuring clouds. In what formof glory Jehovah reveal ed H nself we
cannot guess; but we nust believe that there was sone outward
mani f estati on whi ch dated an epoch in Abrahamis life, and gave him
unm st akabl e basis of belief for all his future. Probably the Son
who fromall eternity has been the Wrd of God, arrayed Hi nself, as
afterwards on the plains of Manre, in an angel-form or spoke to him
as afterwards to Isaiah, fromthe mdst of the burning seraphim
(Isaiah 6). In any case, the celestial vision was acconpani ed by a
call, like that which in all ages of the world has cone to | oyal
hearts, sunmoning themto awake to their true destiny, and take their
place in the regeneration of the world: "Get thee out of thy country,
and fromthy kindred, and fromthy father's house, unto the |and that
I will show thee" (Genesis 12:1). If we live up to our light, we
shall have nore light. If we are faithful in a very little, we my



have the opportunity of being faithful in much. If we are steadfast

in Chal dea, we nay be called out to play a great part in the history
of the world. God's choice is never arbitrary; but is based on sone

previous traits in those whom He sumtmmons from anongst their fell ows

to Hs aid. "Whom He foreknew, He also did predestinate.™

It is inpossible to tell into whose hands these words may
fall. Young men am d the godless tea-planters of India, or in the
wild bush-life of Australia. Sailors on ship-board, and soldiers in
canp. Lonely confessors of Christ in worldly and vicious societies;
where there is everything to weaken, and nothing to reinforce the
resi stance of the brave but faltering spirit. Let all such take
heart! They are treading a well-worn path, on which the nobl est of
manki nd have preceded them and which was much nore difficult in days
when few were found in it, and specially in that day, when a solitary
man, the "father of many nations,” trod it.

One synptom of being on that path is LONELINESS. "I called
hi m al one" (Isaiah 51:2). It was a loneliness that pressed hard on
the heart of Jesus. But it is a |loneliness which is assured of the
Di vi ne conpani onship (see John 8:16,29; 16:32). And though no eye
seens to notice the struggles, and protests, and endeavors of the
solitary spirit, they are watched with the synpathy of all heaven;
and presently there will be heard a call, like that which started
Abraham as a pilgrim and opened before himthe way into marvel ous
bl essedness.

Despair not for the future of the world. Qut of its heart
will yet come those who shall lift it up to a new level. Sauls are
being trained in the bosom of the Sanhedrin; Luthers in the cloisters
of the Papal Church; Abrahans under the shadows of great heather
tenmpl es. God knows where to find them And, when the times are

darkest, they shall lead forth a host of pilgrimspirits, nunberless
as the sand on the sea-shore; or as the star-dust, lying thick
through the illimtable expanse of space.

@2

CHAPTER TWO

THE DI VI NE SUMMONS

"Cet thee out of thy country, and fromthy kindred, and from

thy father's house, unto the land that I will show thee: and

I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,

and nake thy name great; and thou shalt be a bl essing.™
--Cenesis 12:1-2.

VWi | st Abrahamwas living quietly in U, protesting against
the idolatry of his tines, with all its attendant evils, and
according to tradition, suffering bitter persecution for conscience
sake, "The God of glory appeared unto him and said, Get thee out of
thy country and fromthy kindred, and cone into the |and which
shal |l show thee" (Acts 7:2-3).

This was the first of those marvel ous appearances which
anticipated the Incarnation; and nmarked the successive stages of



CGod's mani festation of Hinself to nen.

VWhen this Divine appearance cane we do not know, it nmay have
been in the still and solemm night, or in the evening hour of
medi tation; or amid the duties of his position: but suddenly there
shone from heaven a great |ight round about him and a visible form
appeared in the heart of the glory, and a voice spoke the nessage of
heaven in his ear. Not thus does God now appear to us; and yet it is
certain that He still speaks in the silence of the waiting spirit,
inmpressing Hs will, and saying, "Get thee out." Listen for that
voice in the inner shrine of thine heart.

Thi s same voice has often spoken since. It called Elijah from
Thi sbe, and Anmpbs from Tekoa; Peter fromhis fishing nets, and Matthew
fromhis toll-booth; Crommell fromhis farmin Huntington, and Luther
fromhis cloister at Erfurt. It ever sounds the perpetual sumons of
God, "Come out from her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues”; "Cone out from anong
them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the uncl ean
thing." Has it not come to you? Strange, if it has not. Yet, if it
has, | et nothing hinder your obedi ence; strike your tents, and foll ow
where the God of glory beckons; and in that word COVE, understand
that He is noving on in front, and that if you would have H s
conpani onshi p, you nust foll ow.

(1) TH'S CALL I NVOLVED HARDSHI P. -- He was a childl ess man
He had sufficient for the supply of his needs. He was deeply attached
to those who were united to himby the close ties of a common nature.
It was no small matter for himto break up his canp, to tear hinself
fromhis nearest and dearest, and to start for a | and which, as yet,
he did not know.

And so nmust it always be. The summons of God will ever
i nvol ve a wench frommch that nature holds dear. W nust be
prepared to take up our cross daily if we would foll ow where He
points the way. Each step of real advance in the Divine life wll
i nvol ve an altar on which sone dear fragnent of the self-life has
been offered; or a cairn beneath which sone cherished idol has been
buri ed.

It is true that the bl essedness which awaits us will nore
than conmpensate us for the sacrifices which we may have to make. And
the prospect of the future may well allure us forward; but still,
when it cones to the point, there is certain anguish as the last |ink
is broken, the last farewell said, and the |ast ook taken of the
recedi ng home of past happy years. And this is God' s w nnow ng-fan
whi ch clearly separates chaff and wheat. Many cannot endure a test so
severe and searching in its demands. Like Pliable, they get out of
t he sl ough by the side nearest to their hone. Like the young nman
they go away sorrowful fromthe One to whomthey had cone with haste.
Shall this be the case with you? WIIl you hear the call of God and
shrink back fromits cost? Count the cost clearly indeed; but, having
done so, go forward in the name and by the strength of H min whom
all things are possible and easy and safe. And in doing so you wll
approve yourself worthy to stand with Christ in the regeneration

Nothing is nore clear than that, in these critical days, God



i s sunmoni ng the whole Church to a great advance, not only in

know edge, and in spiritual experience, but also in the
evangel i zation of the world. Blessed are they who are privileged to
have a share in this subline canpaign

(2) BUT TH'S CALL WAS EM NENTLY WSE. -- It was wise for
ABRAHAM HI MBELF. Not hi ng strengthens us so nmuch as isolation and
transplantation. Let a young nman emigrate, or be put into a
responsi bl e position; let himbe throwm on his own resources -- and
he wi Il devel op powers of which there would have been no trace, if he
had al ways |ived at hone, dependent on others, and surrounded by
[ uxury. Under the whol esonme demand his soul will put forth all her
native vigor.

But what is true of the natural qualities of the soul is
preeminently true of faith. So long as we are quietly at rest amd
favorabl e and undi sturbed surroundi ngs, faith sleeps as an
undevel oped sinew within us; a thread, a germ an idea. But when we
are pushed out fromall these surroundings, with nothing but God to
|l ook to, then faith grows suddenly into a cable, a nonarch oak, a
master-principle of the life.

As long as the bird lingers by the nest, it will not know the
luxury of flight. As long as the trenbling boy holds to the bank, or
toes the bottom he will not |learn the ecstasy of battling with the
ocean wave. As long as nmen cling to the material, they cannot
appreciate the reality of the prom ses of God. Abram coul d never have
become Abraham the father of the faithful, the mghty exenpl ar of
faith, if he had always lived in U . No; he nmust quit his happy hone,
and journey forth into the untried and unknown, that faith may rise
up to all its glorious proportions in his soul

It may not be necessary for us to withdraw from hone and
friends; but we shall have to w thdraw our heart's deepest dependence
fromall earthly props and supports, if ever we are to |learn what it
is to trust sinply and absolutely on the eternal God. It nay be that
He is breaking away just now the shores on which we have been
| eani ng, that the ship may glide down upon the ocean wave.

It was wise FOR THE WORLD S SAKE. On this one man rested the
hope for the future of the world. Had he remained in U, it is
i npossi ble to say whether he woul d have continued true; or whether he
m ght not have been seriously infected by the idolatry around. O,
even if he had been enabled to resist the adverse influences, his
famly, and, above all, his children, mght have failed beneath the
terrible ordeal. Was it not, therefore, wise for the world' s sake,
and for the sake of the Divine purposes, that he should be taken
right away fromhis honme and early associations, to find a fresh
religious starting-point for the human race, on new soil, and under
new condi ti ons?

Was it not thus that, in days of abounding vice and
superstition, God led the PilgrimFathers to cross the seas, and
found a new world, on the inhospitable shores of New Engl and? And has
it not been the plan of the D vine governnent in all ages? It is
i npossible to nove our tinmes, so long as we |ive beneath their spell;
but when once we have risen up, and gone, at the call of God, outside



their pale, we are able to react on themw th an irresistible power.
Archi nedes vaunted that he could lift the world, if only he could
obtain, outside of it, a pivot on which to rest his lever. Do not be
surprised then, if God calls you out to be a people to Hinself, that
by you He may react with bl essed power on the great world of nmen.

Sonetimes, indeed, He bids us stay where we are, to glorify
H mthere. But oftenest He bids us |eave unhall owed conpani onshi ps,
irreligious associations, evil fellowships and partnerships, and at
great cost to get ourselves away into the isolation of a |and which
He prom ses to reveal

(3) THI S CALL WAS ACCOWPANI ED BY PROM SE. -- CGod's commands
are not al ways acconpani ed by reasons, but always by prom ses,
expressed or understood. To give reasons woul d excite discussion; but
to give a prom se shows that the reason, though hidden, is
all-sufficient. We can understand the pronise, though the reason
m ght baffle and confuse us. The reason is intellectual
nmet aphysi cal, spiritual; but a prom se is practical, positive,
l[iteral. As a shell encloses a kernel, so do the Divine commands hide
prom ses in their heart. If this is the command: "Believe on the Lord

Jesus Christ"; this is the promse: "And thou shalt be saved." If
this is the conmand: "Sell that though hast and give to the poor"
this is the prom se: "Thou shalt have treasure in heaven." If this is

t he conmand: "Leave father and nother, houses and | ands"; this is the
prom se: "Thou shalt have a hundredfold here, and everlasting life

beyond.” If this is the conmand: "Be ye separate"; this is the
promse: "I will receive you and be a Father to you." So in this
case: Though thou art childless, I will nmake of thee a great nation
t hough thou art the youngest son, | will bless thee, and nmake thy

nane great: though thou art to be torn fromthine own famly, in thee
shall all the famlies of the earth be bl essed. And each of those
prom ses has been literally fulfilled.

It may seemthat the hardships involved in the sumons to
exile are too great to be borne; yet study well the prom se which is
attached. And as the "Gty which hath foundati ons” | oons on the view,
it wll dwarf the proportions of the U in which you have been
content to spend your days; and you will rise to be gone. Sonetines,
therefore, it seens easier not to dwell on the sacrifice involved,
but on the contents of the Divine and gracious prom se. Bid people
take; and they will give up of thenselves. Let men find in Jesus the
living water, and, |ike the woman of Samaria, they will |eave their
water-pots. Fire the hearts of the young with all the beauty and
bl essedness of the service of Jesus; and they will not find it so
hard to | eave nets, and fishing boats, and friends, to forsake al
and follow Hm "Wen it pleased God to reveal H's Son in ne..

i mediately I conferred not with flesh and bl ood."

St. Francis de Sal es used to say, "Wen the house is on fire,
men are ready to throw everything out of the wi ndow, and when the
heart is full of God's true love, nmen are sure to count all else but
wort hl ess. "

(4) TH S CALL TEACHES US THE MEANI NG OF ELECTION. --
Everywhere we find beings and things nore loftily endowed than others



of the sane kind. This is markedly evident in the religious sphere.
And there is at first a jarring wonder at the apparent inequality of
the Divine arrangenents; until we understand that the superior
endowrent of the fewis intended to enable themthe better to help
and bless the rest. "I will bless thee, and thou shalt be a

bl essing. "

A great thinker feels that his end is approaching; he has
made grand di scoveries, but he has not as yet given themto the
worl d. He selects one of his nost promising pupils, and carefully
i ndoctrinates himwith his system he is very severe on any
i naccuraci es and m stakes; he is very careful to give line on |ine.
Wy does he take all this care? For the sake of the young nan? Not
exclusively for the pupil's benefit; but that he may be able to give
to the world those thoughts which his dying master has confided to
his care. The young disciple is blessed that he may pass the
bl essi ngs on to ot hers.

Is not this a glinpse into the intention of God, in selecting
Abraham and in himthe whole famly of Israel? It was not so nuch
with a viewto their personal salvation, though that was included;
but that they m ght pass on the holy teachings and oracles with which
they were entrusted. It would have been worse than usel ess to have
gi ven such jewels directly to nmankind. As well put a gorgeous banquet
before a hungry babe. To say the | east, there was no | anguage ready
in which to enshrine the sacred thoughts of God. The genius of truth
required that the mnds of nmen should be prepared to apprehend its
sacred | essons. It was needful that definitions and net hods of
expression should be first well learnt by the people, who, when they
had | earnt them m ght becone the teachers of nmanki nd.

The deep question is, whether election has not much nore to
do with our ministry than with our personal salvation. It brings |ess
of rest, and peace, and joy, than it does of anguish, bitterness, and
sorrow of heart. There is no need to envy God's el ect ones. They are
the exiles, the cross-bearers, the martyrs anongst nen; but carel ess
of thenselves, they are all the while |earning God' s deepest | essons,
away fromthe ordinary haunts of nen; and they return to them
presently with discoveries that pass all human thought, and are
i nval uabl e for human life.

(5 TH S CALL G VES THE KEY TO ABRAHAM S LIFE. -- It rang a
clarion note at the very outset, which continued to vibrate through
all his after-history. The key to Abrahamis life is the word
"Separation.” He was fromthe first to | ast a SEPARATED MAN.
Separated fromhis fatherland and ki nsfol k; separated from Lot ;
separated, as a pilgrimand stranger, fromthe people of the |and,;
separated fromhis own methods of securing a fulfillnment of the
prom ses of God; separated fromthe rest of manki nd by special
sorrows, which brought himinto closer fellowship with God than has
ever been reached by man; separated to high and lofty fellowship in
t hought s and pl ans, which God could not hide fromhim

BUT | T WAS THE SEPARATI ON OF FAI TH

There is a form of separation known anongst nmen, in which the
| onely soul goes apart, to secure uninterrupted |leisure for devotion



spendi ng the sl ow passing hours in vigil, fasting, and prayer; hoping
to win salvation as the guerdon of its austerities. This is not the
separation to which God called Abraham or to which we are sunmpned.

Abraham s separation is not like that of those who wish to be
saved; but rather that of those who are saved. Not towards the Cross,
but fromit. Not to nerit anything, but, because the heart has seen
the Vision of God, and cannot now content itself with the things that
once fascinated and entranced it; so that |eaving them behind, it
reaches out its hands in eager longing for eternal realities, and
thus is led gradually and insensibly out and away fromthe seen to
the unseen, and fromtenporal to the eternal

May such separation be ours! May we catch the Divine Call,
irradiated by the Divine Prom se! And as we hear of that fair |and,
of that glorious city, of those Divine delights which await us, may
we | eave and relinquish those | esser and injurious things which have
held us too | ong, spoiling our peace, and sappi ng our power; and,
striking our tents, obey our God's behest, though it may | ead us
whi t her we know not!

@3
CHAPTER THREE
"HE OBEYED"

"By faith Abraham when he was called to go out into a pl ace
whi ch he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed."
--Hebrews 11:8.

Ah, how nuch there is in those two words! Bl essedness in
heart, and hone, and life; fulfilled prom ses; nighty opportunities
of good -- lie along the narrow, thorn-set path of obedience to the
word and will of God. If Abraham had permanently refused obedi ence to
the voice that summoned himto sally forth on his long and | onely
pi |l gri mage, he woul d have sunk back into the obscurity of an unknown
grave in the land of U, |ike nany an Eastern shei kh before and
since. So does the phosphorescent wave flash for a nonent in the wake
of the vessel ploughing her way by night through the southern seas;
and then it is lost to sight for ever. But, thank God, Abraham
obeyed, and in that act laid the foundati on-stone of the noble
structure of his life.

It may be that some will read these words whose |lives have
been a di sappoi ntment, and a sad surprise; |like some young fruit
tree, laden in spring with bl ossom but which, in the golden autumm
stands barren and al one am d the abundant fruitage of the orchard.
You have not done what you expected to do. You have not fulfilled the
prognosti cations of your friends. You have failed to realize the
early prom se of your life. And may not the reason lie in this, that
away back in your life, there rang out a conmand whi ch summoned you
to an act of self-sacrifice fromwhich you shrank? And THAT has been
your one fatal mstake. The wormat the root of the gourd. The little
rot within the tinmber. The fal se step, which deflected the
life-course fromthe King's highway into a blind alley.



Wuld it not be well to ascertain if this be not so, and to
hasten back to fulfil even now the |ong-del ayed obedi ence, supposing
it to be possible? Ch, do not think that it is nowtoo late to repair
the error of the past; or that the Almghty God will now refuse, on
account of your delay, that to which He once sumoned you in the
young, glad years, which have taken their flight for ever. "He is
merci ful and graci ous, slow to anger, and plenteous in goodness and
truth.” Do not use your |ong delay as an argunent for |onger del ay,
but as a reason for imedi ate action. "Wy tarriest thou?"

Abraham as the story shows, at first met the call of God
with a mingled and partial obedi ence; and then for |ong years
neglected it entirely. But the door stood still open for himto
enter, and that gracious Hand still beckoned him until he struck his
tents, and started to cross the mghty desert with all that owned his
sway. It was a partial failure, which is pregnant with inval uabl e
| essons for ourselves.

(1) AT FIRST, THEN, ABRAHAM S OBEDI ENCE WAS ONLY PARTIAL. --
HE TOOK TERAH WTH HM indeed, it is said that "Terah took Abram
his son, and Lot the son of Haran, and Sarai his daughter-in-law and
they went forth with themfrom W of the Chal dees” (CGenesis 11:31).
How Terah was induced to | eave the land of his choice, and the graves
of his dead, where his son Haran slept, we cannot tell. Was Abraham
his favorite son, fromwhom he could not part? Was he dissatisfied
wi th his canping grounds? O, had he been brought to desire an
opportunity of renouncing his idols, and beginning a better life amd
heal t hi er surroundi ngs? W do not know. This, at |least, is clear
that he was not whol e-hearted; nor were his notives unm xed; and his
presence in the march had the disastrous effect of slackening
Abraham s pace, and of interposing a parenthesis of years in an
obedi ence which, at first, prom sed so well. Days which break in
sunlight are not always bright throughout; msts, born of earth,
ascend and veil the sky: but eventually the sun breaks out again,
and, for the remaining hours of daylight, shines in a sky unfl ecked
with cloud. It was so with Abraham

The clan marched leisurely along the valley of the Euphrates,
findi ng abundance of pasture in its broad alluvial plains, until at
| ast Haran was reached; the point fromwhich caravans for Canaan
| eave the Euphrates to strike off across the desert. There they

halted, and there they stayed till Terah died. Was it that the old
man was too weary for further journeyings? Did he Iike Haran too well
to leave it? Did heart and flesh fail, as he | ooked out on that far

expanse of |evel sand, behind which the sun set in lurid glory every
night? In any case, he would go no farther on the pilgrinmge, and
probably for as many as fifteen years, Abraham s obedi ence was
stayed; and for that period there were no further commmands, no
addi ti onal prom ses, no hall owed communi ngs between God and Hi s
child.

It beconmes us to be very careful as to whomwe take with us
in our pilgrimge. W may nake a fair start fromour U; but if we
take Terah with us, we shall not go far. Take care, young pilgrimto
eternity, to whomyou mate yourself in the nmarriage-bond. Beware, man
of business, lest you find your Terah in the man wi th whom you are
entering into partnership. Let us all beware of that fatal spirit of



conprom se, which tenpts us to tarry where bel oved ones bid us to
stay. "Do not go to extremes,” they cry; "we are willing to acconmpany
you on your pilgrimage, if you will only go as far as Haran! Wy
think of going farther on a fool's errand -- and whither you do not
know?" Ah! this is hard to bear, harder far than outward opposition
Weakness and infirmty appeal to our feelings against our better
judgnment. The plains of Capua do for warriors what the arns of Rone
failed to acconplish. And, tenpted by the bew tching allurements,

whi ch hold out to us their syren attractions, we inmtate the sailors
of U ysses, and vow we will go no farther in quest of our distant
goal

"Wien his father was dead, He renoved himinto this |and"
(Acts 7:4). Death had to interpose, to set himfree fromthe deadly
i ncubus which held himfast. Terah nust die ere Abrahamw || resune
the forsaken path. Here we may get a solution for nysteries in God's
dealings with us, which have |ong puzzled us; and understand why our
hopes have wi thered, our schemes have m scarried, our inconme has
dwi ndl ed, our children have turned against us. Al these things were
hi nderi ng our true devel opnent; and, out of nercy to our best
i nterests, God has been conpelled to take the knife in hand, and set
us at liberty. He loves us so much that He dares to bear the pain of
inflicting pain. And thus Death opens the door to Life, and through
the grave we pass into the glad world of Hope and Pronise which lies
upon its farther side.

"dory to God, 'to God,' he saith.
Know edge by suffering entereth,
And life is perfected through death."

(2) ABRAHAM S OBEDI ENCE WAS RENDERED POSSI BLE BY HI'S FAI TH.
- -- "So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him And he took
Sarai his wife, and Lot, his brother's son, and all their substance
that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran
and they went forth" (Genesis 12:5). No easy matter that! It was
bitter to | eave the kinsfol k that had gathered around him for Nahor
seens to have followed his old father and brother up the valley to
their new settlenent at Haran, and we find his famly living there
afterwards. [Conpare Cenesis 11:29; 22:20-30; 24:10; 27:43.] There
was no overcrowding in those anple pastures. And to crown the whol e,
the pilgrimactually did not know his destination, as he proposed to
turn his back on the Euphrates, and his face towards the great
desert. Do you not suppose that Nahor would make this the one subject
of his attack?

"What do you want nore, by brother, which you cannot have
her e?"

"I want nothing but to do the will of God, wherever it may
lead nme."

"Look at the dangers: you cannot cross the desert, or go into
a new country wi thout arousing the jeal ousy of sonme, and the cupidity
of others. You would be no match for a troop of robbers, or an arny
of freebooters.™

"But He who bids ne go nust take all the responsibility of



that upon Hnself. He will care for us."

"Tell me, only, whither you are going, and where you propose
to settle.”

"That is a question | cannot answer; for, indeed, you know as
much about it as | do nyself. But | amsure that if | take one day's
march at a tinme, that will be nmade clear -- and the next -- and the
next -- until at last | amable to settle in the country which God
has selected for nme sonewhere."

This surely was the spirit of many a conversation that nust
have taken place on the eve of that nenorable departure. And the
equi valents to our words, "Enthusiast,"” "Fanatic," "Fool." would be
freely passed fromnouth to nmouth. But Abraham would quietly answer:
"God has spoken; God has pronised; God will do better for nme than
ever He has said.” At night, as he walked to and fro beneath the
stars, he may have sonetinmes been inclined to give up in despair; but
then that sure prom se canme back again on his nmenory, and he braced
hi nself to obey. "BY FAI TH Abraham when he was called to go out into
a place, which he should after receive for an inheritance, OBEYED
(Hebrews 11:8). Wiither he went, he knew not; it was enough for him
to know that he went with God. He | eant not so rmuch upon the pronise
as upon the Prom ser: he | ooked not on the difficulties of his lot --
but on the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wi se God; who
had dei gned to appoint his course, and would certainly vindicate
Hi nsel f.

And so the caravan started forth. The camels, heavily | aden
attended by their drivers. The vast flocks mngling their bleatings
with their drovers' cries. The denonstrative sorrow of Eastern wonen
mngling with the grave farewells of the nen. The forebodings in many
hearts of inmm nent danger and prospective disaster. Sarah nmay even
have been broken down with bitter regrets. But Abraham faltered not.
He staggered not through unbelief. He "knew whom he had believed, and
was persuaded that He was able to keep that which he had committed to
H m agai nst that day." "He was fully persuaded that what God had
prom sed, He was able also to perform"”

Mor eover, the sacred witer tells us that already sone
glinpses of the "city which hath foundations,” and of the "better
country, the heavenly,” had | oomed upon his vision; and that fair
vi sion had | oosened his hold upon nuch which ot herwi se woul d have
fascinated and fastened him

Ah, glorious faith! this is thy work, these are thy

possibilities! -- contentnment to sail with seal ed orders, because of
unwavering confidence in the | ove and wi sdom of the Lord High
Admiral: willinghood to arise up, |leave all, and follow Christ,

because of the glad assurance that earth's best cannot bear
conmparison with heaven's | east.

(3) ABRAHAM S OBEDI ENCE WAS FI NALLY VERY COWPLETE. -- "They
went forth to go into the | and of Canaan, AND | NTO THE LAND OF CANAAN
THEY CAME" (CGenesis 12:5). For many days after |eaving Haran, the eye
woul d sweep a vast nonotonous waste, broken by the scanti est
vegetation; the canels treading the soft sand beneath their



spreadi ng, spongy feet; and the flecks finding but scanty nutrinent
on the coarse, sparse grass.

At one point only would the travellers arrest their course.
In the oasis, where Damascus stands today, it stood then, furnishing
a wel cone resting-place to weary travellers over the waste. A village
near Damascus is still called by the patriarch's name. And Josephus
tells us that in his tinme a suburb of Damascus was called "the
habi tati on of Abrahant. And there is surely a trace of his slight
sojourn there in the name of his favorite and nost trusted servant,
El i ezer of Damascus, of whom we shall read anon

But Abraham woul d not stay here. The | uxuriance and beauty of
the place were very attractive; but he could not feel that it was
CGod's choice for him And, therefore, ere long he was again on the
sout hern track, to reach Canaan as soon as he could. Qur one aimin
life nmust ever be to followthe will of God, and to walk in those
ways in the which He has pre-ordained for us to wal k. Many a Damascus
oasis, where ice-cold waters descendi ng from nountain ranges spread
through the fevered air a delicious cool ness, and tenper the
scorching heat by abundant verdure, tenpts us to tarry. Many a Peter,
wel | - neani ng but m staken, lays his hand on us, saying "This shal
not be unto thee: spare thyself." Many a conspirator within the heart
counsel s a general mutiny against the lonely, desolate will. And it
is well when the pilgrimof eternity refuses to stay short, in any
particul ar, of perfect consecration and obedience to the extrene
demands of God. When you go forth to go into the I and of Canaan, do
not rest until into the |Iand of Canaan you cone. Anything short of
conpl ete obedience nullifies all that has been done. The Lord Jesus
must have all or none; and H s demands nust be fulfilled up to the
hilt. But they are not grievous.

VWhat a glorious testinony was that which our Master uttered
when He said, "The Father hath not |left Me alone; for | do al ways
those things that please Hm" Wuld that it mght be true of each of
us! Let us henceforth give to Christ our pronpt and unlimted
obedi ence; sure that, even if He bids us ride into the valley of
death, it is through no blunder or m stake, but out of some sheer
necessity, which forbids Hmto treat us otherw se, and which He will
ere long satisfactorily explain.

"Qurs not to make reply,

Qurs not to reason why,

Qurs but to do and die."
@4
CHAPTER FOUR
THE FI RST OF THE PI LGRI M FATHERS

Genesis 12:4-9

" Abr am departed" (Verse 4). | " Abram passed t hrough" (Verse 6).

"Abram went forth" (Verse 5). | " Abram renoved" (Verse 8).
" Abram j our neyed" (Verse 9).



"He went out, not know ng whither he went." -- Hebrews 11:8.

Al through the history of mankind there has been a little band of
men, in a sacred and unbroken successi on, who have confessed that
they were pilgrins and strangers upon earth. Not nore certainly does
t he scal l op-shell on the nmonunent of the cathedral aisle indicate

t hat he whose dust |ies beneath once went on pilgrimge beyond the
seas, than do certain indications, not difficult to note, betray the
pilgrinms of the Unseen and Eternal. Sonetines they are found afar
fromthe haunts of nen, wandering in deserts and in nountains,
dwelling in the dens and caves of the earth -- to which they have
been driven by those who had no synmpathy with their other-

wor I dl i ness, and hated to have so strong a light thrown on their own
absorption in the concerns of the earth, and tinme, and sense. But
very often they are to be found in the narket-places and hones of
men, distinguished only by their sinpler dress; their girded |oins;
their restrained and abstem ous appetite; their |oose hold on gold;
their independence of the maxi ns and opi ni ons and appl ause of the
wor |l d around; and the far-away | ook which now and again gl eans in
their eyes, the certain evidence of affections centered, not on the
transitory things of tinme and earth, but on those eternal realities
whi ch, lying beneath the veil of the visible, are only revealed to
faith.

These are the pilgrinms. For themthe annoyances and trials of
life are not so crushing or so difficult to bear; because such things
as these cannot touch their true treasure, or affect their rea
interest. For themthe royalties and glories; the honors and rewards;
t he delights and indul gences of nen -- have no attraction. They are
children of a sublimer realm nenbers of a greater comonwealth,
burgesses of a nobler city than any upon which the sun has ever
| ooked. Foreigners may nulct an Englishman of all his spendi ng noney;
but he can well afford to lose it, if all his capital is safely
i nvested at hone, in the Bank of England. How can a dukedomin sone
petty principality present attractions to the scion of an enpire, who
is passing hastily through the tiny territory, as fast as steam and
weal th can carry him to assune the suprenme authority of a mghty
nmonar chy? The pilgrimhas no other desire than to pass quickly over
the appointed route to his honme -- a track well trodden through al
ages -- fulfilling the duties, nmeeting the clains, and di scharging
faithfully the responsibilities devolving upon him but ever
renenbering that here he has no continuing city, and seeks one which
is to cone.

The imortal dreanmer, who has told the story of the pilgrins
in words which the world will never let die, gives three marks of
t hei r appearance:

First: "They were clothed with such kind of rainment as was
di verse fromthe rainment of any that traded in that fair. The peopl e,
therefore, of the fair nmade a great gazing upon them sone said they
were fools, some they were Bedl ans; and sone they were outl andi sh
men. "

Secondl y: "Few coul d understand what they said, they
natural ly spoke the | anguage of Canaan: but they that kept the fair



were the men of this world; so that fromone end of the fair to the
ot her they seened barbarians to each other."

Thirdly: "But that which did not a little amuse the
mer chandi sers was, that these pilgrins set very light by all their
wares; they cared not so nmuch as to | ook upon them and if they
called on themto buy, they would put their fingers in their ears,
and cry, TURN AWAY M NE EYES FROM BEHOLDI NG VANI TY, and | ook upwar ds,
signifying that their trade and traffic was in heaven.™

Evidently this type of nman was wel |l known when the great
dreaner dreant -- and |long before. For the Apostle Peter wote to
scattered strangers (1_Peter 1:1), and rem nded t hem AS STRANGERS AND
PILGRIMS, to abstain fromfleshly lusts. And | ong before that day, in
t he sunni est period of Jew sh prosperity, David, in the nane of his
peopl e, confessed that they were STRANGERS AND SQJOURNERS AS WERE ALL
THEI R FATHERS; and that their days on earth were as a shadow on the
hills, now covering |ong | eagues of |andscape, and then hasting away,
chased by glints of brilliant sun

We left the patriarch nmoving | eisurely southward; and thus he
continued to journey forward through the Iand of prom se, making no

permanent halt, till he reached the place of Sichem or Shechem in
the very heart of the land, where our Lord in after-years sat weary
by the well. There was no city or settlenent there then. The country

was sparsely popul ated. The only thing that marked the site was a
vener abl e oak, whose spreading arns in |ater ages were to shadow the
excesses of a shaneful idolatry [see Judges 9:27-46; 1 Kings 12:25].
Beneath this oak on the plain of Sichem the canmp was pitched; and
there, at last, the long silence was broken, which had | asted since
the first sumons was spoken in Chal dea, "And the Lord appeared unto
Abram and said, Unto thy seed will | give this land: and there

buil ded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto hinf (Cenesis
12: 7).

He did not, however, stay there permanently, but noved a
little to the south, to a place between Bethel and Ai; where,
according to Dr. Robinson, there is now a high and beautiful plain,
presenting one of the finest tracts of pasturage in the whole
country.

Three things then engage our thought: the Tent, the Altar
and the Pronise

(1) THE TENT. -- When Abraham | eft Haran his age was
seventy-five. Wien he died he was one hundred and seventy-five years
old. And he spent that intervening century noving to and fro,
dwelling in a frail and flinsy tent, probably of dark canel's hair,
like that of the Bedouin of the present day. And that tent was only a
befitting synbol of the spirit of his life.

He held hinself aloof fromthe people of the |land. He was
anong them but not of them He did not attend their triba
gat herings. He carefully guarded against inter-marriage with their
children, sending to his own country to obtain a bride for his son
He woul d not take fromthe Canaanites a thread or a sandal -thong. He
i nsisted on paying full market value for all he received. He did not



stay in any permanent |ocation, but was ever on the nove. The tent
whi ch had no foundations; which could be erected and struck in
hal f -an-hour -- this was the apt synmbol of his life.

Frequently may the tenptation have been presented to his mnd
of returning to Haran, where he could settle in the town, identified
with his famly. Nor were opportunities to return wanting (Hebrews
11:15). But he deliberately preferred the wandering Iife of Canaan to
the settled hone of Charran; and to the end he still dwelt in a tent.
It was froma tent that he was carried to |lie beside Sarah in
Machpel ah' s rocky cave. And why? The question is fully answered in
that maj estic chapter which recounts the triunphs of faith. "Abraham
dwelt in tents, because he | ooked for the City which hath the
foundati ons” (Hebrews 11:9 RV). Precisely so: and the tent-life is
the natural one for those who feel that their fatherland |ies beyond
the stars.

It is of the utnost inportance that the children of God
should live this detached life as a testinony to the world. How wil|l
peopl e believe us, when we tal k about our hope, if it does not wean
us from excessive devotion to the things around us? If we are quite
as eager, or careworn; quite as covetous or grasping; quite as
dependent on the pl easures and fascinations of this passing world --
as thensel ves: may they not begin to question whether our profession
be true on the one hand; or whether after all there be a real city
yonder on the ot her

W& nust not go on as we are. Professing Christians are too
much taken up in business cares, in pleasure-seeking, in |uxury, and
sel f-indul gence. There is a slight difference between the children of
t he ki ngdom and the children of this generation. The shrewdest
observer could hardly detect any in their homes, in the education of
their children, in their dress, or in their methods of doing
busi ness. They eat, they drink; they buy, they sell; they plant, they
build; they marry, they give in marriage -- though the flood in
al ready breaking through the crunbling barriers to sweep them al
away.

Yet howis it to be altered? Shall we denounce the present
practice? Shall we inveigh against the reckless worldliness of the
times? This will not effect a permanent cure. Let us rather paint
with glowing colors that City which John saw. Let us unfold the
glories of that world to which we are bound. Let us teach that even
here, the sel f-denying, resolute, and believing spirit may daily
tread the gol den pavenent, and hear even the synphoni es of ange
harps; and surely there will cone into many a |life a separateness of
heart and wal k which shall inpress men with the reality of the
unseen, as no sernon could do, however |earned or el oquent.

(2) THE ALTAR -- \Werever Abraham pitched his tent, he built
an altar. Thus the Pilgrim Fathers, on the shores of the New Wrld,
set up their altars of worship even before they reared their hones.
And long after the tent was shifted, the altar stood to show where
the man of God had been

Ah, it would be a blessed token of our religious fervor if we
could set up altars in every house where we pass the night, and in



every locality where it might be our hap to live, setting the exanple
of private and famly prayer, which would live long after we had
passed away. If we would only dare to do it, the very Canaanites
woul d cone to revere the spot where we had knelt, and woul d hand on
the sacred tradition, stirring com ng generations to kneel there

al so, and call upon the nanme of the Lord.

Let us also renenber that the altar neans sacrifice, whole
burnt-offering, self-denial, and self-surrender. In this sense the
altar and the tent nust ever go together. W cannot |ive the detached
tent-life without some anount of pain and suffering, such as the
altar bespeaks. But it is out of such alife that there spring the
nost i ntense devotion, the deepest fellowship, the happiest
conmmuni on.

If your private prayer has been lately hindered, it may be
that you have not been living enough in the tent. The tent-life of
separation is sure to produce the altar of self-denial and of
heavenly fell owshi p. Confess that you are a stranger and a pilgrimon
the earth; and you will find it pleasant and natural to call on the
nane of the Lord. W do not read of Abraham building an altar, so
long as he dwelt in Charran; he could not have fellowship with God
whilst living in open disobedience to Hm or as |long as he was
ensconced confortably in a settled life. But out of the heart of the
real pilgrimlife there sprang |ongings, desires, and aspirations,
whi ch could only be satisfied by the altars which marked his progress
fromplace to place

But Abrahami s altar was not for hinself alone. At certain
peri ods the whol e clan gathered there for conmon worship. A notley
group that, in which slaves bought in Egypt or U mngled with those
born in the canp; in which children and parents, young and ol d, stood
in silent awe around the altar, where the patriarch stood to offer
their comon sacrifice and worship. "I know Abraham " said God, "that
he will conmand his children and his household after hinm (CGenesis
18:19). He, in whomall fanmlies of the earth were to be bl essed,
practised famly religion; and in this he sets a striking exanple to
many Christians whose honmes are altar-less. Wuld that Christians
m ght be stirred by the exanple of the patriarch to erect the famly
altar, and to gather around it the daily circle of their children and
dependents, for the sweetening and ennobling of their famly life!
Many an evil thing, |like the gargoyles on the cathedral towers, would
be driven forth before the hallow ng influence of praise and prayer.

(3) THE PROMSE. -- "Unto thy seed will | give this [ and"
(CGenesis 12:7). As soon as Abraham had fully obeyed, this new pronise
broke upon his ear. And it is ever thus. Disobey -- and you tread a

path unlit by a single star. Qoey, live up to the clains of God --
and successive prom ses beamout from heaven to |ight your steps,
each one richer and fuller than the one before. Hitherto God had

pl edged Hi nself only to show the | and: now He bound Hi nself to give
it. The separated pilgrimlife always obtains prom ses.

There was no natural probability of that prom se being
fulfilled. "The Canaanite was then in the land." Powerful chieftains
i ke Mantre and Eschcol; flourishing tows |Iike Sodom Salem and
Hebron; the elenents of civilization -- all were there. The



Canaanites were not wandering tribes. They had settled and taken
root. They built towns, and tilled the I and. They knew the use of
money and writing; and adm nistered justice in the gate. Every day
built up their power, and made it nore unlikely that they could ever
be di spossessed by the descendants of a childl ess shepherd.

But God had said it; and so it cane to pass. "The counsel of
the Lord standeth fast for ever; the thoughts of H s heart to al

generations" (Psalm33:11). | know not what prom se may be
over-arching your life, nmy reader, with its bow of hope; but this is
certain, that if you fulfil its conditions, and live up to its

demands, it will be literally and gloriously fulfilled. Look not at
the difficulties and inprobabilities that block the path, but at the
m ght and faithful ness of the Prom ser. "Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but H's words shall not pass away." Not one jot or tittle shal
fail (Mark 13:31; Matthew 5:18; Luke 16:17). And prom se after

prom se shall light your life, like safety |ighthouses at night al ong
a rocky coast, which pass the vessel onward, till at the last the
rays of the rising sun shine full on the haven where the nariner
woul d be.

@5
CHAPTER FI VE
GONE DOMN | NTO EGYPT

" Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the fam ne
was grievous in the land [of Canaan]." -- CGenesis 12:10.

The path of the separated man can never be an easy one. He
must be willing to stand alone; to go outside the canp; and to forego
the aid of many of those supplies on which other nmen freely draw, It
isalife, therefore, which is only possible to Faith. Wen Faith is
strong, we dare cut ourselves adrift fromthe nmoorings which coupled
us to the shore; and | aunch out into the deep, depending only on the
character and word of H mat whose command we go. But when Faith is
weak, we dare not do it; and, |eaving the upland path, we herd with
the men of the world, who have their portion in this life, and who
are content with that al one. Ah, how can we say enough of Hi s tender
mercy, who, at such tinmes, bends over us, with infinite conpassion
waiting to Iift us back into the old heroic life!

"And there was a famne in the land." -- A fam ne? A fam ne
in the Land of Proni se? Yes, as afterwards, so then; the rains that
usually fall in the latter part of the year had failed; the crops had

become burnt up with the sun's heat before the harvest; and the

her bage, whi ch shoul d have carpeted the uplands with pasture for the
flocks, was scanty, or altogether absent. If a simlar calamty were
to befall us now, we could still draw sufficient supplies for our
support from abroad. But Abraham had no such resource. A stranger in
a strange | and; surrounded by suspicion and hostil e peopl es; weighted
with the responsibility of vast flocks and herds -- it was no trivia
matter to stand face to face with the sudden devastati on of fam ne

Did it prove that he had made a mi stake in com ng to Canaan?
Happily the prom se which had lately cone to himforbade his



entertaining the thought. And this may have been one principal reason
why it was given. It cane, not only as a reward for the past, but as
a preparation for the future; so that the man of God m ght not be
tenpt ed beyond what he was able to bear. Qur Savior has H's eye on
our future, and sees fromafar the eneny which is gathering its
forces to attack us, or is laying its plans to beguile and entrap our
feet. Hs heart is not nore careless of us than, under simlar
circunstances, it was of Peter, in the darkening hour of his trial
when He prayed for himthat his faith mght not fail, and washed his
feet with an inexpressible solemity. And thus it often happens that
atine of special trial is ushered in by the shining forth of the

Di vi ne presence, and the declaration of some unprecedented prom se.
Happy are they who gird thensel ves with these Divine preparations,
and so pass unhurt through circunstances which otherw se would crush
themwi th their inevitable pressure.

How often do professing Christians adopt a hurt and injured
tone in speaking of God's dealings with them They | ook back upon a
sunny past, and conplain that it was better with them before they
entered the w cket gate and commenced to tread the narrow way. Since
that nmoment they have nmet with nothing but disaster. They had no
famnes in U or Charran; but now, in the Land of Prom se, they are
put to sore straits and are driven to their wits' end. The trader has
met with bad debts, which sorely enbarrass him the capitalist has
been di sappointed in several of his nost promising investnents; the
farmer has been di sheartened by a succession of bad seasons. And they
conpl ain that the service of God has brought them m sfortune rather
than a bl essi ng.

But is not this the point to be borne in mnd on the other
side? -- These m sfortunes woul d probably have come in any case; and
how much | ess tol erabl e would they have been had there not been the
new sweet consciousness that God had now become the refuge of the
soul! Besides this, God our Father does not undertake to repay H s
children in the base coin of this |lower world. Spiritual grace wll
ever be its own reward. Purity, truth, gentleness, devotion, have no
equivalent in the ore drawn fromthe mnes of Peru, nor in the pearls
of the sea; but in the happy consci ousness of the heart at peace with
God, and rejoicing in Hs smle. Had God pl edged H nself to give H's
servants an unbroken run of prosperity, how many nore counterfeit
Christians would there be! Wll is it that He has nade no such
prom se; though it is certainly true that "godliness has the prom se
of the life that nowis, and of that which is to cone.” Do not be
surprised if a fam ne neets you. It is no proof of your Father's
anger, but is permitted to conme to test you -- or to root you deeper
as the whirlwi nd nakes the tree grapple its roots deeper into the
soil .

"And Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there." -- \Wat a
marvel ous history is that of Egypt, |inking successive centuries.
Full of mystery, wonder, and deep thinking on the destiny of man. The
| and of Pyram d and Sphinx, and m ghty dynasties, and of the glorious
Nil e. W need not wonder that Egypt has ever been one of the
granaries of the world, when we recall the periodic inundation of
that marvel ous river, which preserves the long narrow strip of green
bet ween far-reachi ng wastes of sand. Thither in all ages al
countries have cone, as Joseph's brethren did, to buy grain. The ship



in which the Apostle Paul was conveyed to Rone was a grain ship of
Al exandria, bearing a freight of wheat for the consunption of Rome.

In the figurative | anguage of Scripture, Egypt stands for
alliance with the world, and dependence on an armof flesh. "We to
themthat go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses; and trust in
chariots because they are many; and in horsemen because they are very
strong; but they | ook not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek
the Lord!" (lsaiah 31:1)

There were occasions in Jewi sh story when God Hi nsel f bade
H s servants seek a tenporary asylumin Egypt. Wil st Jacob was
halting in indecision on the confines of Canaan, longing to go to
Joseph, and yet reluctant to repeat the m stakes of the past, Jehovah
said, "I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into
Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: | will go down
with thee into Egypt" (Cenesis 46:3-4). And, in |later days, the angel
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream saying, "Arise, and take
the young child and his nother, and flee into Egypt" (Matthew 2:13).
There may be tinmes in all our lives when God may clearly indicate
that it is Hs will for us to go out into the world, with a view of
acconpl i shing sone Divine purpose with respect to it. "CGo, shine as
lights,” He seens to say. "Arrest corruption, even as salt does.
Wtness for M where My nane is daily blasphened.” And when God sends
us, by the undoubted call of H's providence, He will be as sure to
keep and deliver us as He did Jacob and his seed, or the Holy Child.

But it does not appear that Abrahamreceived any such Divine
direction. He acted sinply on his own judgnment. He | ooked at his
difficulties. He becane paralyzed with fear. He grasped at the first
means of deliverance which suggested itself, much as a drowni ng man
will catch at a straw. And thus, wthout taking counsel of his
heavenly Protector, he went down into Egypt.

Ah, fatal mstake! But how many nmake it still. They may be
true children of God; and yet, in a nonment of panic, they will adopt
nmet hods of delivering thensel ves which, to say the |east, are
guesti onabl e; and sow the seeds of sorrow and disaster in life after,
to save thenselves from sone minor enbarrassnment. Christian wonen
plunge into the marriage bond with those who are the enemes of Cod,
in order that they may be carried through sone financial difficulty.
Christian merchants take ungodly partners into business for the sake
of the capital they introduce. To enable themto stave off the
pressure of difficulties, and to maintain their respectability,
Christian people of all grades will court the help of the world. Wat
is all this -- but going down to Egypt for hel p?

How nmuch better would it have been for abrahamto have thrown
the responsibility back on God, and to have said, "Thou hast brought
me here; and Thou nust now bear the whol e weight of providing for ne
and mne: here will | stay till I clearly know what Thou wilt have ne
to do." If any should read these |ines who have cone into positions
of extreme difficulty, through follow ng the sinple path of
obedi ence, let themnot | ook at God through difficulties, as we see
the sun shorn of splendor through a fog; but let them | ook at
difficulties through God, Let them put God between thensel ves and the
di sasters which threaten them Let them cast the whole responsibility



upon Hm Has He not thus brought you into difficulties, that He may
have an opportunity of strengthening your faith, by giving sone
unexanpl ed proof of H's power? VWait only on the Lord, trust also in
Hm H's name is Jehovah-jireh; He will provide.

SEE HOW ONE SIN LEADS TO ANOTHER. -- When Abraham | ost his
faith, and went down into Egypt, he also |lost his courage, and
persuaded his wife to call herself his sister. He had heard of the
licentiousness of the Egyptians, and feared that they m ght take his
life, to get possession of Sarah; who, even at the age which she had
reached, must have been possessed of very considerabl e charns.

There was an elenment of truth in the statenment that Sarah was
his half-sister; but it was neant as a lie; and it certainly msled
the Egyptians, "for she was taken into Pharaoh's house.” It was a
mean and cowardly act on Abrahanmis part, which was utterly
i ndefensible. It was a cruel wong to one who had faithfully foll owed
his fortunes for so long. And it endangered the prom sed seed. Yet so
it happens; when we |ose our faith, and are filled with panic for
oursel ves, we becone regardless of all and every tie, and are
prepared to sacrifice our nearest and dearest, if only we may escape.

The world may entreat us well (12:16), but that will be a
poor conpensation for our |osses. There is no altar in Egypt, no
fellowship with God, no new prom ses; but a desol ated home, and a
wr et ched sense of wong. Wen the prodigal |eaves his Father's house,
though he may win a brief spell of forbidden pleasure; yet he |oses
all that nakes life worth living, and brings hinself down to the
level of the swine. In such a case there is no resource, save to
retrace the way that we have cone, to "do the first works,"” and like
Abrahamto go up out of Egypt to the place of the altar where we were
"at the first" (13:4). Abrahanmis failure in Egypt gives us an insight
into the original nature of the patriarch, which was by no neans
heroi c; and betrays a vein of duplicity and deceit, simlar to that
whi ch has so often re-appeared in his posterity.

How t hankful should we be that the Bible does not shrink from
recording the story of the sins of its noblest saints! Wat a proof
of its veracity is here, and what encouragenent there is for us! --
for if God was able to make His friend out of such material as this,
may we not aspire to a like privilege, though we, too, have
grievously violated the high calling of faith? The one thing that God
requires of His saints is inplicit obedience -- entire surrender
VWere these are present, He can still make Abrahans out of us,
t hough, by nature, the soil of our being is prone to barrenness and
weeds.

@6

CHAPTER SI X

SEPARATED FROM LOT
"I's not the whole | and before thee? Separate thyself, | pray
thee, fromne. If thou wilt take the left hand, then I wll

go to the right; or, if thou depart to the right hand, then
Il will go to the left.” --Genesis 13:09.



In our last, we saw sonething of the original stuff of which God
makes H s saints. By nature Abraham was not superior to the genera
run of Orientals, who do not hesitate to lie, in order to gain a
point or to avert a disaster. Conmpared with an average Englishman

Abr aham woul d have cone off a bad second. The faith which one day was
to do business in the ocean waves could not swimacross a tiny creek
It is hard to imagi ne such a man woul d ever arrive at a stature of
noral greatness so commanding as to overtop all his contenporaries,
and | ook across the ages to see the day of Christ. Yet so it was. And
fromthat thought we may take courage

Qur God does not need noble characters, as the ground-work of
H s masterpi eces. He can raise up stones as children. He can turn
thorns into fir trees, briars into nyrtle trees. He can take
fishernen fromtheir nets, and publicans fromtheir toll-booths,
maki ng theminto evangelists, apostles, and martyrs. W are not nuch
by nature -- wild, bad bl ood may be flowi ng in our veins; but God
will be the nore magnified, if fromsuch stones He can raise up
children unto Abraham The miracle of H's grace and power will bring
nore conspicuous glory to H's holy Name, in proportion to the
unpromnmi sing character of the materials on which He worKks.

" Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that
he had, and Lot with him into the south."”

Very marvel ous this! Judging as nen, we mght have thought
that he woul d never recover fromthat sad m stake, that disastrous
failure and sin. Surely he will reap as he has sown! He will never
see his faithful w fe again, but must bear for ever on his conscience
the brand of coward treachery! O if, indeed, she be given again to
him he will never extricate hinself fromthe nmeshes into which he
has thrown hinself! Irritated and decei ved, Pharaoh will surely find
sonme met hod of avenging the wong with which the foreigner has repaid
hi s generous hospitality!

But no. Contrary to all human anticipation, Jehovah appears
on the behalf of his nost unworthy servant. In after-years the
Psal mi st gives us the very words, which He uttered in the heart of
the king: "Touch not Mne anointed, and do My prophets no harnt
(Psal m 55:15). \Wat a marvel of tenderness! God does not cast us away
for one sin. "He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded
us according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the
earth, so great is His mercy toward themthat fear H nm' (Psal m
53:10-11). And thus, notwi thstanding repeated falls and shortcom ngs,
He lovingly pursues Hi s Divine purpose with the soul in which the
"root of the matter” is found, until He sets it free fromits
clinging evils, and lifts it into the Iife of faith, and power, and
famliar friendship with Hi nself. "Rejoice not against ne, O nine
eneny: when | fall, | shall arise; when | sit in darkness, then the
Lord shall be a light unto me" (Mcah 7:8).

Warned by this Divine voice, and restrained by a power which
suffered himnot to do God's servant harm Pharaoh had conmanded his
men concerning him and they had "sent himaway, and his wife, and
all that he had." This is howit cones to pass that we find them
again traversing the uplands of Southern Pal estine on their way back



to Bethel, unto the place where they had halted on their first
entrance into Palestine. So conplete was the delivering power of Cod,
that the Egyptian nonarch did not even take back the gifts which he
had bestowed as a dowy for Sarah. The "sheep, and oxen, and
he-asses, and nen-servants, and mai dservants, and she-asses, and
canels," still remained in Abrahaml s possession. And we are,
therefore, prepared to learn, that "Abramwas very rich, in cattle,
in silver, and in gold.” That visit to Egypt beyond doubt laid the
foundati on of the inmense wealth of the famly in after-tine; and it
was out of this that the next trouble sprang. A trouble it seened at
first; but God marvel ously overruled it for drawing H s child yet
closer to Hinself, and severing the netal to a further extent from
the alloy which had clung to it too long. Htherto, we have been told
repeatedly, "and Lot went with him" This record will not be nmade
agai n.

(1) WHO WAS LOTr? -- The son of Abraham s dead brother, Haran
He had probably succeeded to his father's inheritance. He may have
come with his uncle across the desert in the secret hope of bettering
his condition; but we will hope that he was pronpted by worthier
notives. He seens to have been one of those nen who take right steps,
not because they are pronpted by obedi ence to God, but because their
friends are taking them Around himwas the inspiration of an heroic
faith, the fascination of the untried and unknown; the stir of a
great religious novenent: and Lot was swept into the current, and
resolved to go too. He was the Pliable of the earliest Pilgrims
Progress. He may have thought that he was as nmuch in earnest as
Abraham may have thought that he was as much in earnest as Abraham
but it was a great m stake. He was sinply an echo; a dimafterglow a
chip on the bosomof a mghty current.

In every great religious novenent there always have been, and
always will be a nunber of individuals who cast in their lot withit,
wi t hout knowi ng the power which inspires it. Beware of thent They
cannot stand the stress of the life of separation to God. The nere
excitement will soon die away fromthem and, having no principle to
take its place, they will becone hindrances and di sturbers of the
peace. As certainly as they are harbored in the canmp, or their
principles are allowed within the heart, they will |ower the
spiritual tone; allure to worldly policy; suggest nethods which woul d
not ot herw se occur to us; and draw us towards the Egypt-world.

Not hi ng but suprene principle can carry any one through the
real, separated, and surrendered life of the child of God. If you are
prompted by anything | ess, such as excitenent, enthusiasm fashion
cont agi ous exanple -- you will first be a hindrance, and end by bei ng
a failure. Exam ne yourselves, whether ye be in the faith. Prove your
own selves. And, if you are consciously acting froma | ow and sel fish
notive, ask God to breathe into you H's own pure |ove. Better act
froman inferior notive, if only it be in the right direction; but
covet earnestly the best.

(2) THE NECESSI TY OF SEPARATION. -- That recent failure in
connection with Egypt may have been due, to a | arger extent than we
know, to the baneful influence of Lot. Had Abraham been left to
hi nsel f, he m ght never have thought of going down to Egypt: and, in
that case, there woul d have been anot her paragraph or passage in the



Bi bl e describing the exploits of a faith which dared to stand to
God' s prom se, though threatened by disaster, and hemmed in by
famne; waiting until God should bid it nove, or nmake it possible to
stay. There is sonething about that visit to Egypt which savors of
the spirit of Lot's after-life. In any case, the tinme had cone, in

t he provi dence of God, when this |ower and nmore worldly spirit nust
go its way; |eaving Abrahamto stand al one, w thout prop, or adviser
or ally; thrown back on the counsel and help of God al one.

The outward separation of the body fromthe world of the
ungodly is inconplete, unless acconpani ed and suppl enented by the
i nner separation of the spirit. It is not enough to | eave U, Haran
and Egypt. W nust be rid of Lot also. Though we lived in a
nmonastery, shut away fromthe homes and haunts of men, with no sound
to break upon the ear but the sunmoning bell of worship, and the
sol emm chant; yet so long as there was an alien principle in our
breast, a Lot in our heart-life, there could not be that separation
to God which is the condition of the growh of faith, and of al
t hose higher forns of the true life which make earth nost |ike
heaven. Lot nust go. "Know that the Lord hath set apart himthat is
godly for Hinself" (Psalnms 4:3). No other foot then must intrude
wi thin the encl osure of the Divine proprietorship.

O soul s that sigh for saintliness as harts pant for
wat er - br ooks, have ye counted the cost? Can ye bear the fiery ordeal ?
The manufacture of saints is no child s play. The bl ock has to be
entirely separated fromthe nmountain bed, ere the Divine chisel can
begin to fashion it. The gold nmust be plunged into the cleansing
fire, ere it can be nolded or hamered into an ornanent of beauty for
t he King.

As Abraham was separated fromone after another of nature's
resources, so nmust it be with all aspirants for the inner chanbers of
t he pal ace of God. W nust be prepared to die to the world with its
censure or praise; to the flesh, with its anbitions and schenes; to
the delights of a friendship which is insidiously |lowering the
tenperature of the spirit; to the self-life, in all its nyriad subtle
and overt manifestations; and even, if it be God's will, to the joys
and consol ati ons of religion.

Al this is inpossible to us of ourselves. But if we wll
surrender ourselves to God, willing that He should work in and for us
t hat which we cannot do for ourselves, we shall find that He will
gradual Iy and effectually, and as tenderly as possible, begin to
di sentwi ne the clinging tendrils of the poisoning weed, and bring us
into heart-union with Hi nself.

It may be that Abraham had already felt for hinself the il
ef fect of association with Lot, and may have | onged to be free from
him w thout knowi ng how t he emanci pation could be effected. In any
case, somewhat akin to this may be the condition of sone who shal
read these words. Entangled in an alliance which you seem powerl ess
to break off, your only hope is to bear it quietly till God sets you
at liberty. Meanwhile guard your will, by God's grace, from sw nging
round, as a boat with the tide. Declare to God continually your eager
desire to be emanci pated. By prayer and faith get honey out of the
l[ion's carcass. Wait patiently till God's hour strikes, and H s hand



opens the fast-locked door, and bids you be free. That time will cone
at length; for God has a destiny in store for you, so great that
neither He nor you can allow it to be forfeited for any light or
trivial obstacle.

(3) HOW THE SEPARATI ON WAS BROUGHT ABQUT. -- The vall eys
around Bet hel, which had been quite adequate for their needs when
first they came to Canaan, were now altogether insufficient. The
herdsnen were always wangling for the first use of the wells, and
the first crop of the pastures. The cattle were continually getting
m xed. "The |l and was not able to bear them that they m ght dwell
t oget her. "

Quarrel s between servants have a habit of travelling upwards,
and enbroiling their masters. And so Abraham and Lot would be told by
t heir head-nen of what was happeni ng; and each would be tenpted to
feel irritated with the other

Abr aham saw at once that such a state of things nmust not be
allowed to go on: especially as "the Canaanite and the Perizzite
dwelt then in the land." For if those warlike neighbors heard of the
di ssensions in the canp, they would take an early opportunity of
falling upon it. United they stood; divided, they nust fall. Besides,
there was the scandal of the thing, which mght work prejudicially on
t he nane and worship of that God to whom Abraham was known to bow the
knee. Would that the near presence of the world mght have the sane
whol esone effect of checking di ssension and di spute anmong the
children of the sane Fat her

And so Abrahamcalled Lot to him and said, "Let there be no
strife between nme and thee, and between ny herdsnmen and thy herdsnen:
for we be brethren. Is not the whole | and before thee? Separate
thyself, | pray thee, fromne. If thou wilt take the |left hand, then
I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I
will go to the left" (13:8-9).

The proposal was very WSE. He saw that there was a cause for
t he di sturbance, which would lead to simlar troubles continually. If
he spoke sharply to Lot, Lot would answer in the same spirit, and a
breach woul d be nade at once. So he went to the root of the matter
and proposed their separation.

H's line of action was very MAGNANI MOUS. As the elder and the
| eader of the expedition, he had the undoubted right to the first
choice. But he waived his right in the interests of reconciliation

But, above all, it was BASED ON FAITH. His faith was
beginning to realize its true position; and, like a fledgling, to
spread its wings for further and still further flights. Had not God

pl edged Hi nself to take care of him and to give himan inheritance?
There was no fear, therefore, that Lot could ever rob dimof that

whi ch was guaranteed to himby the faithful ness of God. And he
preferred, a thousand times over, that God should choose for him
than that he shoul d choose for hinself.

The man who is sure of God can afford to hold very lightly
the things of this world. God Hinself is his inalienable heritage;



and, in having God, he has all. And, as we shall see, the man who
"hedges" for hinself does not do so well in the long run as the man
who, having the right of choice, hands it back to God, saying: "Let
ot hers choose for thenselves, if they please; but as for nyself, Thou
shalt choose mine inheritance for ne."

"Not mine -- not mne the choice
In things or great or small

Be Thou nmy @uide, ny Quard, ny Strength,
My Wsdomand nmy "All"."
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CHAPTER SEVEN
THE TWO PATHS

"I's not the whole | and before thee? Separate thyself, |
pray thee, fromnme." -- Cenesis 13:9.

Abr aham and Lot stood together on the heights of Bethel. The Land of
Prom se spread out before themas a map. On three sides at | east
there was not nuch to attract a shepherd's gaze. The eye wandered
over the outlines of the hills which hid fromviewthe fertile
val l eys nestling within their enbrace. There was, however, an
exception in this nmonotony of hill, towards the south-east, where the
waters of the Jordan spread out in a broad valley, before they
entered the Sea of the Plain.

Even fromthe distance the two nen could discern the rich
[ uxuriance, which may have recalled to themtraditions of the garden
once planted by the Lord God in Eden, and have remn nded t hem of
scenes which they had lately visited together in the valley of the
Nile. This specially struck the eye of Lot; eager to do the best for
hi nsel f, and determ ned to make the fullest use of the opportunity
whi ch the unexpected magnanimity of his uncle had thrown in his way.
Did he count his relative a fool for surrendering the right of
choice? Did he vow that he nust allow no fal se feelings of delicacy
tointerfere with his doing what he could for hinself? Did he fee
strong in the keenness of his sight, and the qui ckness of his
j udgnment ? Perhaps so. For he had little synmpathy with the pilgrim
spirit.

But the tine would conme when he would bitterly rue his
choi ce, and owe everything to the man of whom he was now prepared to
t ake advant age.

"Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan
that it was well-watered everywhere... as the garden of the Lord.
Then Lot chose himall the plain of Jordan" (13:10-11). He did not
ask what God had chosen for him He did not consider the prejudicial
ef fect which the norals of the place m ght exert upon his children
and hinmself. H's choice was entirely determ ned by the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. For the nmen of
Sodom were "sinners before the Lord exceedingly."



How many have stood upon those Bethel heights, intent on the
same errand as took Lot thither! Age after age has poured forth its
crowds of young hearts, to stand upon an exceedi ng hi gh nount ai n,
whi | st before them have been spread all the kingdons of this world,
and the glory of them the tenpter whispering, that for one act of
obei sance all shall be theirs. In assurance and sel f-confidence;
eager to do the very best for thenselves; prepared to consider the
nmoralities only in so far as these did not interfere with what they
held to be the main chance of life -- thus have succeeding
generations | ooked towards the plains of Sodomfromafar. And, al as!
like Lot, they have tried to make stones into bread; they have cast
t hensel ves down fromthe nmountain side, for angels to catch; they
have knelt before the tenpter, to find his prom se broken, the vision
of power an illusion, and the soul beggared for ever -- whilst the
tenpter, with hollow | augh, has di sappeared, |eaving his dupe
standing alone in the mdst of a desolate wil derness.

Let us not condemm Lot too nuch because he chose wi t hout
reference to the noral and religious conditions of the case; lest, in
judging him we pronounce sentence on ourselves. Lot did nothing nore
than is done by scores of professing Christians every day.

A Christian man asks you to go over and see the place which
he is about to take in the country. It is certainly a charm ng pl ace:
the house is spacious and well-situated; the air bal nmy; the garden
and paddock | arge; the views enchanting. Wen you have gone over it,
you ask how he will fare on Sunday. You put the question not from
feelings of curiosity, but because you know that he needs strong
religious influences to counteract the effect of absorbing business
cares, from Monday norning till Saturday night; and because you know
that his children are beginning to evince a deepening interest in the
things of God. "Well," says he, "I really have never thought of it."
O perhaps he answers, "l believe there is nothing here |ike we have
been accustoned to; but one cannot have everything: and they say that
the society here is extrenely good." Is not this the spirit of Lot,
who bartered the altar of Abrahamis canp for the plains of Sodom
because the grass | ooks green and plentiful ?

Have not hers, professing Christians, never gone into society
where evangelical religion is held in contenpt, for no other reason
than to make a good match for their daughters, so far, at |east, as
the world is concerned? Ah, the world is full of breaking hearts and
wr ecked happi ness, because so many persist in lifting up their eyes
to choose for thenselves, and with sole reference to the nost sordid
consi derati ons.

I f Abraham had renonstrated with Lot, suggesting the m stake
he was naki ng, do you not suppose that he woul d have answered
petul antly: "Do you not think that we are as eager as you are to
serve the Lord? Sodom needs just that w tness which we shall be able
to give. Is it not befitting that the Iight should shine in the
darkness; and that the salt should be scattered where there is
putrefaction?" Abraham m ght not be able to contest these assertions,
and yet he woul d have an inner conviction that these were not the
consi derati ons which were determ ning his nephew s choice. O course,
if God sends a nan to Sodom He will keep himthere; as Daniel was
kept in Babylon: and nothing shall by any nmeans hurt him He shall be



kept as the eye is kept: guarded in its bony socket from viol ence,
and by its delicate veil of eyelid sheltered fromthe dust. But if
God does not clearly send you to Sodom it is a blunder, a crine, a
peril to go.

Mark how Lot was swiftly swept into the vortex; first he saw
then he chose; then he separated hinself from Abraham then he
journeyed east; then he pitched his tent toward Sodony then he dwelt
there; then he becane an al derman of the place, and sat in the gate.
H s daughters married two of the nmen of Sodonm and they probably
ranked anmong the nost genteel and influential famlies of the
nei ghbor hood. But his power of w tness-bearing was gone. O if he
lifted up his voice in protest against deeds of shanel ess vice, he
was | aughed at for his pains, or threatened with violence. H's
ri ghteous soul mght vex itself; but it met with no synpathy. He was
carried captive by Chedorlaoner. H's property was destroyed in the
overthrow of the cities. Hs wife was turned into a pillar of salt.
And the blight of Sodomleft but too evident a brand upon his
daughters. Wetched, indeed, nust have been the | ast days of that
hapl ess man, cowering in a cave, stripped of everything, face to face
with the results of his own shanmeful sin.

It is, indeed, a terrible picture; and yet some such
retribution is in store for every one whose choice of hone, and
friends, and surroundings, is dictated by the lust of worldly gain,
or fashion, or pleasure, rather than by the will of God. If such are
saved at all, they will be saved as Lot was -- so as by fire. Now,
let us turn to a nore inviting theme, and further consider the
dealings of the Alm ghty God with Abraham the one nman who was bei ng
educated to hold fellowship with Jehovah as a friend.

(1) GOD ALWAYS COVES NEAR TO HI S SEPARATED ONES. -- "And the
Lord said unto Abram AFTER THAT LOT WAS SEPARATED FROM H M " It nmay
be that Abraham was feeling very lonely. Lot and he had been const ant
and cl ose conpani ons: and when the |ast of the canp-foll owers had
nmoved of f, and Lot had di sappeared into the |ong distance, a cold
chill may have envel oped him as a Novenber fog does the man who has
ari sen before the dawn to see his friend away by the early mail. Then
it was that God spake to him

W all dread to be separated from conpanions and friends. It
is hard to see them stand al oof, and drop away one by one; and to be
conpel led to take a course by oneself. The young girl finds it hard
to refuse the evening at the theatre, and to stay al one at hone when
her gay conpani ons have gone off in high spirits. The young city
clerk finds it hard to refuse to join in the "sweepstake,"™ which is
bei ng got up on the occasion of sone annual race. The nerchant finds
it hard to withdraw fromthe club or society with which he has |ong
been identified, because there are practices creeping in which his
consci ence refuses to sanction. The Christian teacher finds it hard
to adopt a course which isolates himfrombrethren with whom he has
had sweet fellowship, but agai nst whose views he is obliged to
prot est.

And yet, if we really wish to be only for God, it is
inevitable that there should be many a |ink snapped; many a
conpani onshi p forsaken; many a habit and conventional i sm dropped:



just as a savage nust gradually and necessarily abjure nost of his
past, ere he can be admitted into the society and friendship of his
Eur opean teacher.

But let us not stand | ooking on this aspect of it -- the dark
side of the cloud. Let us rather catch a glinpse of the other side,
illum nated by the rai nbow prom se of God. And let this be
under st ood, that, when once the spirit has dared to take up that life
of consecration to the will of God to which we are called, there
break upon it visions, voices, confortable words, of which the heart
could have forned no previous idea. For brass He brings gold, and for
iron silver, and for wood brass, and for stone iron. Violence is no
nmore heard, nor wasting, nor destruction. The sun is no nore needed
for the day, nor the moon for the night. Because the Lord has becone
the everlasting light of the surrendered and separate heart, and the
days of its nourning have passed away for ever.

"Conme out from anong them and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and I will receive you, and
will be a Father unto you; and ye shall be My sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almghty. Having, therefore, these prom ses, dearly
bel oved, let us cleanse ourselves fromall filthiness of the flesh
and spirit" (2_Corinthians 6,7).

(2) GOD WLL DO BETTER FOR THOSE WHO TRUST H M THAN THEY
COULD DO FOR THEMSELVES. -- Twice here in the context we neet the
phrase -- "lifting up the eyes." But how great the contrast! Lot
lifted up his eyes, at the dictate of worldly prudence, to spy out
his own advantage. Abrahamlifted up his eyes, not to discern what
woul d best make for his nmaterial interests, but to behold what Cod
had prepared for him How nuch better it is to keep the eye
steadfastly fastened on God till He says to us! -- "Lift up now thine
eyes, and | ook fromthe place where thou art -- northward, and
sout hward, and eastward, and westward: for all the |land which thou
seest, to thee will | give it, and to thy seed for ever" (13:14-15).

God honors themthat honor Hm He withholds "no good thing
fromthemthat wal k uprightly."” He "nmeets himthat rejoices and works
ri ghteousness.” If only we will go on doing what is right, giving up
the best to our neighbor to avoid dispute, considering God' s
interests first, and our own | ast, expending ourselves for the coni ng
and glory of the kingdom of heaven, we shall find that God wil |
charge Hinself with our interests. And He will do infinitely better
for us than we could. Lot had to ask the men of Sodomif he m ght
soj ourn anong them and he had no hold on the land; but it was all
gi ven unasked to Abraham including that verdant circle on which Lot
had set his heart. "Blessed are the neek, for they shall inherit the
earth.”

It is difficult to read these gl ow ng words, NORTHARD, AND
SOUTHWARD, AND EASTWARD, AND WESTWARD, wi t hout bei ng rem nded of "the
| ength, and breadth, and depth, and height, of the |love of Christ,

t hat passeth know edge." Much of the | and of Canaan was hi dden behi nd
the ranparts of the hills; but enough was seen to ravish that

faithful spirit. Simlarly, we may not be able to conprehend the |ove
of God in Christ, but the higher we clinb the nore we behold. The
upper cliffs of the separated life command the fullest view of that



nmeasur el ess expanse.

In sone parts of the Western Highlands, the traveller's eye
is delighted by the clear and sunlit waters of a loch -- an arm of
the sea, running far up into the hills. But as he clinbs over the
heat hery sl opes, and catches sight of the waters of the Atlantic,
bathed in the light of the setting sun, he alnost forgets the fair
vi sion which had just arrested him Thus do growi ng el evati on and
separation of character unfold ever richer conceptions of Christ's
infinite | ove and character

CGod's prom ses are ever on the ascending scale. One | eads up
to another, fuller and nore blessed than itself. In Mesopotam a, CGod
said, "I will showthee the land.” At Bethel, "This is the land,"
Here, "I will give thee all the land, and children i nnunmerable as the
grains of sand."” And we shall find even these eclipsed. It is thus
that God allures us to saintliness. Not giving anything till we have
dared to act -- that He may test us. Not giving everything at first
- -- that He may not overwhel mus. And al ways keeping in hand an
infinite reserve of blessing. Ch, the unexplored remai nders of Cod!
VWho ever saw His last star?

(3) GOD BIDS US APPROPRI ATE HHS A FTS. -- "Arise, walk
through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it." This
surely means that God wi shed Abrahamto feel as free in the land as
if the title-deeds were actually in his hands. He was to enjoy it; to
travel through it; to ook upon it as his. By faith he was to act
towards it as if he were already in absol ute possession

There is a deep | esson here, as to the appropriation of
faith. "Be strong and very courageous” was addressed six severa
times to Joshua. "Be strong"” refers to the strength of the wists to
grasp. "Be very courageous” refers to the tenacity of the
ankl e-joints to hold their ground. May our faith be strong in each of
these particulars. Strong to lay hold, and strong to keep

The di fference between Christians consists in this. For us
all there are equal stores of spiritual blessing laid up in our Lord;
but some of us have |earnt nore constantly and fully to appropriate
them We walk through the land in its |l engths and breadths. W avai
ourselves of the fullness of Jesus. Not content with what He is for
us in the counsel of God, our constant appeal is to Hmin every
nonment of need.

W& need not be surprised to |learn that Abraham renoved to
Hebron (which signifies fellowship), and built there an altar to the
Lord. New Mercies call us to deeper fellowship with our A mghty
Friend, who never |eaves or forsakes H's owmn. And, as the result of
his dealings with us, let us build fresh altars, and nmake a new
dedi cation of ourselves and all we have to H s bl essed service.

@8
CHAPTER EI GHT

REFRESHVENT BETWEEN THE BATTLES



"Four kings with five." -- CGenesis 14:09.

The strife recorded in Genesis 14 was no nere border foray. It was an
expedi tion for chastisenment and conquest. Chedorl aoner was the
Attila, the Napoleon of his age. His capital city, Susa, |ay across
the desert, beyond the Tigris, in Elam Years before Abraham had

ent ered Canaan as a peaceful em grant, this dreaded conqueror had
swept sout hwards, subduing the towns which lay in the Jordan Vall ey,
and thus possessing hinself of the master-key to the road between
Damascus and Menphis. Wien Lot took up his residence towards Sodom
the cities of the plain were paying tribute to this mghty nonarch

At last the nen of Sodom and Gonorrah, of Admah and Zeboiim
became weary of the Elamte yoke and rebell ed, and Chedorl aoner was
conpel l ed to undertake a second expedition to chastise their revolt
and regain his power. Conbining his own forces with those of three
vassal and friendly rulers in the Euphrates Valley, which lay in his
way, he swept across the desert, and fell upon the wild tribes that
harbored in the nmountains of Bashan and Mbab. Hi s plan was evidently
to ravage the whol e country contiguous to thous Jordan towns before
actual ly investing them

At last the allied forces concentrated in the nei ghborhood of
Sodom where they encountered fierce resistance. Encouraged by the
pitchy nature of the soil, in which horsenen and chariots woul d nove
with difficulty, the townsfolk risked an engagenent in the open. In
spite, however, of the bitunen pits, the day went against the
ef fem nate and di ssolute nen of the plain, in whose case, as in nmany
ot hers, social corruption proved itself the harbinger of politica
overthrow. The defeat of the troops was followed by the capture and
sack of those wealthy towns; and all who could not escape were
manacl ed as sl aves, and carried off in the train of the victorious

arny.

Sated at length with their success, their attention engrossed
by their rich booty and their vast host of captives, the foreign host
began slowy to return along the Jordan Valley on its homeward march
"And they took Lot, Abramis brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom and
hi s goods, and departed.” Then one of the survivors of that fatal day
clinmbed the hills, and nmade for Abrahami s encanprent, which he may
have known in earlier days, when, as one of Lot's many servants, he
lived there. "And when Abram heard that his brother was taken
captive, he arned his trained servants... and divided hinself agai nst
t henm' (14:14-15).

(1) HERE IS THE UNSELFI SH AND SUCCESSFUL | NTERPOSI TI ON OF A
SEPARATED MAN, ON THE BEHALF OF OTHERS. -- Hi dden in the
configuration of the country, and confederate with his friends,

Abr aham had wat ched the novenents of the devastators fromafar. "But
they had not come nigh him only with his eyes had he beheld and seen
the reward of the w cked" (Psalm41:8). Comon prudence woul d have
urged himnot to enbroil hinself. "Be thankful that you have escaped,
and do not neddle further in the business; |est you nmake these mghty
ki ngs your foes."

But true separation never argues thus. Ganted that the
separated one is set apart for God, yet he is set apart that he may



re-act nore efficiently on the great world over which God yearns, and
towards whi ch He has entertai ned great purposes of mercy, in the

el ection of the few GCenuine separation -- an unattachedness to the
things of time and sense, because of an ardent devotion to the unseen
and eternal -- is the result of faith, which always works by |ove;

and this love tenderly yearns for those who are entangled in the
meshes of worldliness and sin. Faith makes us independent, but not
indifferent. It is enough for it to hear that its brother is taken
captive; and it will arminstantly to go in pursuit.

Ah, brothers and sisters, have there never cone to you the
tidings that your brothers are taken captive? How, then, is it that
you have not started off long ago for their deliverance? Is this
separ ati on genui ne, which stands unconcernedly by while there is such
need for imedi ate and unsel fish action?

But Abrahamis interposition was as SUCCESSFUL as it was
unsel fish and pronpt. The force with which he set out was a very
sl ender one; but his raw recruits nmoved quickly, and thus in four or
five days they overtook the self-reliant and encunbered host amd the
hills where the Jordan takes its rise. Adopting the tactics of a
ni ght attack, he fell suddenly on the unsuspecting host, and chased
themin headl ong panic, as far as the ancient city of Damascus. "And
he brought back all the goods, and al so brought again his brother
Lot, and his goods, and the wonen al so, and the people" (14:16).

@9
CHAPTER NI NE
MELCHI ZEDEC

"This Mel chi zedec, King of Salem priest of the Mst High
God." -- Hebrews 7:1.

Christ is herel The passage is fragrant with the ointnent of H's
nane. Qur hands drop with nyrrh, and our fingers with sweet-snelling
myrrh, as we lay them upon the handles of this | ock (Song of Sol onbn
6:5). Let us get aside fromthe busy rush of life, and think |ong,
deep thoughts of Hmwho is the Al pha and Onega of Scripture, and of
saintly hearts. And let us draw fromthe unsearchabl e depths of H s
nature, by the bucket of this nysterious record touchi ng Mel chi zedec,
the King of Sal em

There is a sense in which Christ was nmade AFTER THE ORDER COF
MELCHI ZEDEC, but there is a deeper sense in which Ml chizedec was
made AFTER THE ORDER OF THE SON OF GOD. The writer to the Hebrews
tells us that Melchi zedec was "made |ike unto the Son of God"
(Hebrews 7:3). Christ is the Archetype of all; and fromall eternity
has had those qualities which have made H m so nmuch to us. It would
seemas if they could not stay to be nmanifested in the full ness of
t he ages; they chafed for expression. Fromof old H s delights were
with the sons of nmen. And so this nysterious royal priest was
constituted -- reigning in his peaceful city, amd the storm and
wreckage of his tines -- that there m ght be given anbngst nmen sone
premoni tion, sone anticipation, of that glorious |ife which was



al ready being lived in Heaven on man's behal f, and which, in due
course, would be nmanifested on our world, and at that very spot where
Mel chi zedec lived his Christ-like Iife. Ch that we, too, m ght be
priests after the order of Ml chizedec in this respect, if in no
other, that we are made as |like as possible to the Son of God!

MELCHI ZEDEC WAS A PRI EST. -- The spiral columm of snoke
climbing up into the clear air, in the fragrant norn, and at the dewy
eve, told that there was one heart at |east which was true in its
al l egi ance to the Most High God: and which bore up before H mthe
sins and sorrows of the clans that clustered near. He seens to have
had that quick synpathy with the needs of his times which is the true
mark of the priestly heart (Hebrews 4:15). And he had acquired
t hereby so great an influence over his neighbors that they
spont aneousl y acknow edged the clains of his special and uni que
position. Man nust have a priest. H's nature shrinks from contact
with the All Holy. What is there in common between vil eness and
purity, darkness and light, ignorance and the know edge whi ch needs
no telling? And in all ages, men have selected fromanong their
fell ows one who should represent themto God, and God to them It is
a natural instinct. And it has been net in our glorious Lord, who,
while He stands for us in the presence of God, face to face with
uncreated Light, ever making intercessions, at the sane tine is
touched with the feeling of our infirmties, succors us in our
tenptati ons, and has conpassi on on our ignorance. \Wy need we travel
farther afield? Wiy imtate Mcah in setting up for ourselves a
pri est whom hurman hands have made? (See Judges 17:10). Wy permt any
other to bear this sacred nanme, or to intrude on this holy office?
None but Christ will satisfy or nmeet the requirenments of God, or
"become us" with unutterable needs (Hebrews 7:26).

TH S PRI ESTHOOD CAME OF GCD, AND WAS RATI FI ED BY AN QATH. --
The priests of the house of Levi exercised their office after "the
| aw of a carnal conmandnent” (Hebrews 7:16). They assuned it, not
because of any inherent fitness, or because specially sumoned to the
wor k by the voice of heaven, but because they had sprung fromthe
speci al sacerdotal tribe. The Priesthood of Christ, on the other
hand, is God's best gift to nen -- to thee, ny reader, and to ne;
nore necessary than spring flowers, or light, or air. Wthout it our
soul s woul d wander ever in a Sahara desert. "Christ glorified not
H nself to be nmade a H gh Priest"” (Hebrews 5:5), but He was called of
God to be a H gh Priest after the order of Melchizedec (ver.10). And
such was the solemity of His appointnent, that it was ratified by
"the word of the oath.” "The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou
art a Priest for ever after the order of Ml chizedec" (Hebrews
7:21-28). Here is "strong consol ati on" indeed. No unfaithful ness or
i ngratitude can change this priesthood. The eternal God will never
run back fromthat word and oath. "Eternity" is witten upon the High
Priest's brow "for evernore" rings out, as He noves, fromthe chine
of Hi s golden bells: "an unchangeabl e Priesthood" is the law of H's
gl orious being. Hallelujah! The heart may well sing, when, amd the
fluctuation of earth's change, it touches at length the prinmeval rock
of God's eternal purpose. He is "consecrated" Priest "for evernore."

TH S PRI ESTHOOD WAS ALSO CATHOLI C. -- Abraham was not yet
circunctised. He was not a Jew, but a Gentile still. It was as the
father of many nations that he stood and worshi pped and received the



benedi cti on from Mel chi zedec's saintly hands. Not thus was it with
the priesthood of Aaron's line. To share its benefit a man must needs
become a Jew, submitting to the initial rite of Judaism None but
Jewi sh nanes shone in that breastplate. Only Jewi sh wants or sins
wer e borne upon those consecrated |lips. BUT CHRIST I S THE PRI EST OF
MAN. He draws ALL MEN unto Hi nself. The one sufficient claimupon Hm
is that thou bear the nature which He has taken into irreversible

union with H's own -- that thou art a sinner and a penitent pressed
by consci ous need. Then hast thou a right to Hm which cannot be
disallowed. He is thy Priest -- thine own; as if none other had claim

on Hmthan thou. Tell Hmall thy story, hiding nothing,

ext enuati ng, excusing nothing. Al kindreds, and peoples, and

nati ons, and tongues, converge in Hm and are welcone; and all their
nmyri ad needs are satisfactorily met.

TH S PRI ESTHOOD WAS SUPERI OR TO ALL HUMAN ORDERS OF PRI ESTS.
- -- If ever there were a priesthood which held undi sputed suprenacy
anong the priesthoods of the world, it was that of Aaron's line. It
m ght not be as ancient as that which mnistered at the shrines of
Ni neveh, or so |earned as that which was exercised in the silent
cloisters of Menphis and Thebes; but it had about it this
unapproachable dignity -- in that it had emanated, as a whole, from
the Wrd of God. Yet even the Aaronic must yield obeisance to the
Mel chi zedec Priesthood. And it did. For Levi was yet in the |oins of
Abr aham when Mel chi zedec nmet him and he paid tithes in Abraham and
knelt in token of subm ssion, in the person of the patriarch, beneath
the blessing of this greater than hinself (Hebrews 7:4-10). Wy then
need we concern ourselves with the stars, when the sun has arisen
upon us? What have we to do with any other than with this mghty
Medi ator, this Daysman, who towers aloft above all rivals; Hinself
sacrifice and Priest, who has offered a solitary sacrifice, and
fulfils a unique nnistry!

TH S PRI ESTHOOD PARTOOK OF THE MYSTERY OF ETERNITY. -- W
need not suppose that this nystic being had literally no father, or
not her, begi nning of days, or end of life. The fact on which the
inspired witer fixes is -- that no information is afforded us on any
of these points. There is an intention in the golden silence, as well
as in the golden speech of Scripture. And these details were
doubt| ess shrouded in obscurity, that there mght be a still clearer
approxi mati on of the type to the glory of the Antitype, who abides
continually. He is the Ancient of Days; the King of the Ages; the
AM The Sun of His Being, like H's Priesthood, knows nought of dawn,
or decline fromneridian zenith, or descent in the western sky. "He
is made after the power of an endless life." "He ever liveth to nake
intercession." If, in the vision of Patnos, the hair of H's head was
white as snow, it was not the white of decay, but of incandescent
fire. "He continueth ever, and hath an unchangeabl e priesthood.” "He
is the same yesterday, today, and for ever." He does for us now what
He did for the world's grey fathers, and what He will do for the | ast
si nner who shall claimH s aid.

TH S PRI ESTHOOD WAS ROYAL. -- "Mel chi zedec, King of Salem
Here again there is no analogy in the Levitical priesthood.

priest.

The royal and priestly offices were carefully kept apart.
Uzzi ah was struck with the which brand of |eprosy when he tried to



unite them But how marvelously they blended in the earthly life of
Jesus! As Priest, He pitied, and hel ped, and fed nen: as King, He
ruled the waves. As Priest, He uttered His subline intercessory
prayer: as King, He spoke the "I will" of royal prerogative. As
Priest, He touched the ear of Ml chus: as the di sowned King, to whom
even Caesar was preferred, He was hounded to the death. As Priest, He
pl eaded for Hi s murderers, and spake of Paradise to the dying thief:
whil st His Kingship was attested by the proclamation affixed to Hi s
cross. As Priest, He breathed peace on H's disciples: as King, He
ascended to sit down upon Hi s throne.

He was FIRST "King of Righteousness,"” and after that al so
King of Salem which is King of Peace (Hebrews 7:2). Mark the order.
Not first Peace at any price, or at the cost of R ghteousness, but
Ri ght eousness first -- the righteousness of H's personal character
the righteous neeting, on our behalf, of the just demands of a Divine
and holy law. And then founded on, and arising from this solid and
i ndestructible basis, there sprang the Tenple of Peace, in which the
soul s of men may shelter fromthe shocks of time. "The work of
ri ght eousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness,
qui et ness and assurance for ever. And My people shall dwell in a
peaceabl e habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet
resti ngpl aces" (lsaiah 32:17-18).

Ah, souls, what is your attitude towards H n?? There be plenty
who are willing enough to have Hmas Priest, who refuse to accept
Hmas King. But it will not do. He nust be King, or He will not be
Priest. And He nust be King in this order, first naking thee right,
then giving thee H's peace that passeth all understandi ng. Waste not
precious time in paltering, or arguing with Hm accept the situation
as it is, and let thy heart be the Salem the city of Peace, where
He, the Priest-King, shall reign for ever. And none is so fit to rule
as He who stooped to die. "In the mdst of the throne stood a Lanb as
it had been slain" (Revelation 5:6). Exactly! The throne is the
befitting place for the Man who | oved us to the death.

THI S PRI ESTHOOD RECEI VES TI THES OF ALL. -- "The patriarch
Abr aham gave a tenth of the spoils" (Hebrews 7:4 RV). This ancient
custom shames us Christians. The patriarch gave nore to the
representative of Christ than many of us give to Christ Hi nself.
Conme, if you have never done so before, resolve to give your Lord a

tithe of your tine, your incone, your all. "Bring all the tithes into
H s storehouse.” Nay, thou glorious One, we will not rest content
with this; take all, for all is Thine. "Thine is the greatness, and

the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for al
that is in the heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the

Ki ngdom O Lord, and Thou art exalted as King above all. Now,
therefore, we thank Thee and praise Thy gl ori ous nane."

@o

CHAPTER TEN

THE FI RMNESS OF ABRAHAM S FAI TH

"He staggered not at the prom se of God through unbelief; but



was strong in faith, giving glory to God." -- Romans 4: 20.

In this chapter (Cenesis 15), for the first time in Scripture, four
stri king phrases occur; but each of themis destined to be frequently
repeated with many charm ng variations. W may speak then of this
preci ous paragraph as of sone upland vale where stream ets take their
rise which are to fl ow seawards, naking glad the | ow and pasture

| ands on their way. Now, first, we neet the phrase, "the word of the
Lord cane." Here, first, we are told that "the Lord God is a shield."
For the first time rings out the silver chinme of that Divine
assurance, "Fear not!" And now we first neet in human history that
great, that mghty word, "believed." Wat higher glory is there for
man than that he should reckon on the faithful ness of God? For this
is the neaning of all true belief.

The "word of the Lord" cane to Abraham about two distinct
matters.

(1) GOD SPOKE TO ABRAHAM ABOUT H S FEAR. -- Abraham had j ust
returned fromthe rout of Chedorlaonmer and the confederate kings in
the far north of Canaan; and there was a natural reaction fromthe
| ong and unwonted strain as he settled down again into the placid and
uneventful course of a shepherd' s life. In this state of m nd he was
nost susceptible to fear; as the enfeebled constitution is nost
susceptible to di sease

And there was good reason for fear. He had defeated
Chedorl aoner, it is true; but in doing so he had made himhis bitter
foe. The armof the warrior-king had been | ong enough to reach to
Sodonmy why should it not be I ong enough and strong enough to avenge
his defeat upon that one lonely man? It could not be believed that
the m ghty nonarch would settle down content until the nenory of his
di sastrous defeat was wi ped out with blood. There was every reason
therefore, to expect himback again to inflict condign punishnent.
And, besides all this, as a night wind in a desert |and, there swept
now and again over the heart of Abrahama feeling of |onely
desol ati on, of disappointnent, of hope deferred. More than ten years
had passed since he had entered Canaan. Three successive pronises had
ki ndl ed his hopes, but they seened as far fromrealization as ever.
Not one inch of territory! Not a sign of a child! Nothing of all that
God had foretold!

It was under such circunstances that the word of the Lord
canme unto him saying, "Fear not, Abram | amthy shield, and thy
exceedi ng great Reward." Ah, our God does not always wait for us to
come to Hm He often comes to us; He draws near to us in the | ow
dungeon; He sends His angel to prepare for us the cruse of water and
t he baked cakes, and on our souls break H s tender assurances of
confort, nore penetrating than the roar of the surge, "Be of good
cheer; it is |; be not afraid.”

But God does not content Hinself with vague assurances. He
gives us solid ground for confort in some fresh revel ati on of
H nself. And oftentines the very circunmstances of our need are chosen
as a foil to set forth sone special side of the Divine character
which is peculiarly appropriate. Wat could have been nore
re-assuring at this noment to the defenseless pilgrim wth no



stockade or walled city in which to shelter, but whose flocks were
scattered far and wi de, than to hear that God Hi nself was around him
and his, as a vast, inpenetrable, though invisible shield. "I amthy
Shield."

Manki nd, when once that thought was given, eagerly caught at
it; and it has never been allowed to die. Again and again it rings
out in prophecy and psalnms, in tenple anthemand fromretired
musi ngs. "The Lord God is a sun and shield." "Thou art ny
hi di ng- pl ace and ny shield.” "Behold, O God, our shield; and | ook
upon the face of thine Anointed.” "H s truth shall be thy shield and
buckler.™ It is a very hel pful thought for sonme of us! W go every
day into the mdst of danger; nen and devils strike at us; nowit is
the overt attack, and now the stab of the assassin; unkind
i nsi nuations, evil suggestions, taunts, gibes, threats; all these
things are against us. But if we are doing God's will and trusting in
CGod's care, ours is a charned life, |like that of the man who wears
chain arnor beneath his clothes. The Divine environnent pours around
us, rendering us inpervious to attack, as the streamof electricity
may surround a jewel-case with an atnosphere before which the
stoutest attack of the nost resolute felon is foiled. "No weapon that
is formed agai nst thee shall prosper” (lsaiah 54:17). "Thou shalt not
be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by
day; nor for the pestilence that wal keth in darkness; nor for the
destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy
side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not cone nigh
thee." Happy are they who have learnt the art of abiding within the
i nviolable protection of the eternal God, on which all arrows are
blunted, all swords turned aside, all sparks of malice extinguished
wi th the hissing sound of a torch in the briny waters of the sea.

Nor does God only defend us fromw thout, He is the REWARD
and the satisfaction of the lonely heart. It was as if He asked
Abraham to consi der how nuch he had in having H nself. "Cone now, ny
child, and think; even if thou wert never to have one foot of soil,
and thy tent were to stand silent, amd the nmerry |aughter of

childi sh voices all around -- yet thou woul dest not have left thy
land in vain, for thou hast Me. Amnot | enough? |I fill heaven and
earth; cannot | fill one lonely soul? Amnot | 'thy exceedi ng great

reward' ; able to conpensate thee by My friendship, to which thou art
called, for any sacrifice that thou mayest have made?"

Qur God, who is love, and love in its purest, divinest
essence, has given us nuch, and prom sed us nore; but still H's best
and greatest gift is Hs owm dear self; our reward, our great reward,
our exceeding great reward. Hast thou naught? Is thy life bare? Have
| over and friend forsaken thee? Art thou |lonely and forsaken of al
t he conpani ons of earlier, younger days? Well, answer this one
guestion nore, Hast thou God? For if thou hast, thou hast all Iove
and life, all sweetness and tenderness, all that can satisfy the
heart, and delight the mind. Al lovely things sleep in Hm as al
colors hide in the sunbeanmis ray, waiting to be unravelled. To have
God is to have all, though bereft of everything. To be destitute of
God is to be bereft of everything, though having all.

(2) GOD SPOKE TO ABRAHAM ABOUT HI S CHI LDLESSNESS. -- It was
ni ght, or perhaps the night was turning towards the norning, but as



yet nyriads of stars -- the watchfires of the angels; the choristers
of the spheres; the flocks on the wi de pasture |ands of space -- were
sparking in the heavens. The patriarch was sleeping in his tent,

when God cane near himin a vision;, and it was under the shadow of
that vision that Abrahamwas able to tell God all that was in his
heart. We can often say things in the dark which we dare not utter
beneath the eye of day. And in that quiet watch of the night, Abraham
poured out into the ear of God the bitter, bitter agony of his
heart's life. He had probably long wanted to say sonmething like this;
but the opportunity had not conme. But now there was no | onger need
for restraint; and so it all canme right out into the ear of his

Al mghty Friend, "Behold, to ne Thou hast given no seed: and, |o, one
born in my house is mne heir." It was as if he said, "I prom sed for
nysel f something nore than this; | have conned Thy prom ses, and felt
that they surely prognosticated a child of ny own flesh and bl ood;

but the slowy noving years have brought ne no ful fillnment of ny
hopes; and | suppose that | m stook Thee. Thou never intendest nore
than that nmy steward should inherit nmy name and goods. Ah, ne! it is
a bitter disappointnment; but Thou hast done it, and it is well."

So we often mistake God, and interpret H s del ays as denial s.
VWhat a chapter might be witten of God' s del ays! Was not the life of
Jesus full of them fromthe nonment when He tarried behind in the
Tenpl e, to the nonent when He abode two days still in the same place
where He was, instead of hurrying across the Jordan in response to
the sad and agoni zed entreaty of the sisters whomHe |oved. So He
delays still. It is the nystery of the art of educating human spirits
to the finest tenper of which they are capable. Wat searchings of
heart; what anal yzing of notives; what testings of the Wrd of Cod;
what upliftings of soul -- searching what, or what manner of tine.
the Spirit of God signifies! All these are associated with those
weary days of waiting, which are, nevertheless, big with spiritua
destiny. But such delays are not God's final answer to the soul that
trusts HHm They are but the winter before the burst of spring. "And,
behol d, the word of the Lord cane unto him saying, This shall not be
thine heir; but thine own son shall be thine heir. Look now toward
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to nunber them So shal
thy seed be" (Genesis 15:4-5). And fromthat nonment the stars shone
wi th new nmeaning for him as the sacranents of Divine prom se

"AND HE BELIEVED IN THE LORD." What wonder that those words
are so often quoted by inspired men in after ages; or that they lie
as the foundation stone of sone of the greatest arguments that have
ever engaged the m nd of man! (See Romans 4:3; (Galatians 3:6; Janes
2:23.)

HE BELI EVED BEFORE HE UNDERWENT THE JEW SH RI TE OF
CIRCUMCI SION. -- The Apostle Paul |ays special enphasis on this, as
showi ng that they who were not Jews mght equally have faith, and be
nunbered anongst the spiritual children of the great father of the
faithful (Romans 4:9-21; Glatians 3:7-29.) The pronise that he
shoul d be the heir of the world was nmade to him when as yet he was
only the far-travelled pilgrim and so it is sure to all the seed,
not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of
the faith of Abraham who is the father of us all.

HE BELI EVED I N FACE OF STRONG NATURAL | MPROBABI LI TI ES. - -



Appear ances were dead agai nst such a thing as the birth of a child to

that aged pair. The experience of many years said, "It cannot be."
The nature and reason of the case said, "It cannot be." Any counci
of human friends and advisers would have instantly said, "It cannot
be!"™ And Abraham quietly considered and wei ghed themall "w thout

bei ng weakened in faith" (Romans 4:19 RV). Then he as carefully

| ooked unto the prom se of God. And, rising fromhis consideration of
t he conparative weight of the one and the other, he elected to
venture everything on the word of the Eternal. Nay, that was not all;
as shock foll owed shock, and wave succeeded wave, boom ng with crash
of thunder on his soul, he staggered not; he dod not budge an inch
he did not even trenble, as sonetinmes the wave-beat rock shivers to
its base. He reckoned on the faithful ness of God. He gave glory to
God. He relied inplicitly on the utter trustworthiness of the Divine
veracity. He was "fully assured that what He had prom sed He was able
also to perform"™ Ah, child of God, for every look at the

unl i kel i hood of the prom se, take ten |looks at the promise: this is
the way in which faith waxes strong. "Looking unto the prom se of
God, he wavered not through unbelief, but waxed strong"” (Ronmans 4:20

RV).

H' S FAI TH WAS DESTI NED TO BE SEVERELY TRIED. -- If you take
to the | apidary the stones which you have collected in your sumer
ranble, he will probably send the bulk of themhone to you in a few
days, with scanty marks of having passed through his hands. But sone
one or two of the nunmber may be kept back, and when you inquire for
them he will reply: "Those stones which | returned are not worth
much: there was nothing in themto warrant the expenditure of ny tine
and skill; but with the others, the case is far otherw se: they are
capabl e of taking a polish and of bearing a discipline which it may
take nmont hs and even years to give; but their beauty, when the
process is conplete, will be all the conpensation that can be
wi shed. "

Some men pass through life without nmuch trial, because their
natures are light and trivial, and incapabl e of bearing much, or of
profiting by the severe discipline which, in the case of others, is
all needed, and will yield a rich reconpense, after it has had its
perfect work. God will not let any one of us be tried beyond what we
are able to bear. But when He has in hand a nature |ike Abrahanis
which is capable of the loftiest results, we nust not be surprised if
the trial is long continued, alnost to the last limt of endurance.
The patriarch had to wait fifteen years nore, making five-and-twenty
years in all, between the first promse and its fulfillnment in the
birth of Isaac.

H'S FAI TH WAS COUNTED TO H M FOR RI GHTEQUSNESS. -- Faith is
t he seed-germ of righteousness; and, when God sees us possessed of
the seed, He counts us as also being in possession of the harvest
which lies hidden in its heart. Faith is the tiny seed which contains
all the rare perfumes and gorgeous hues of the Christian life,
awaiting only the nurture and benedi ction of God. Wien a nman
believes, it is only a matter of education and tine to devel op that
which is already in enbryo within him and God, to whomthe future is
al ready present, accounts the man of faith as dowered with the fruits
of righteousness, which are to the glory and praise of God. But there
is a deeper neaning still than this -- in the possession through



faith of a judicial righteousness in the sight of God.

The righteousness of Abrahamresulted not from his works, but
fromhis faith. "He believed God; and it was reckoned unto himfor
ri ghteousness.” "Now it was not witten for his sake alone, that it
was reckoned unto hinm but for our sake also, unto whomit shall be
reckoned, who believe on HHmthat raised Jesus our Lord fromthe
dead" (Gal atians 3:6; Romans 4:23-24 RV). Ch, nmiracle of grace! if we
trust ever so sinply in Jesus Christ our Lord, we shall be reckoned
as righteous in the eye of the eternal God. W cannot realize al
that is included in those marvel ous words. This only is evident,
that faith unites us so absolutely to the Son of God that we are ONE

with Hmfor evernore; and all the glory of His character -- not only
what He was when He becane obedi ent unto death, but what He is in the
maj esty of His risen nature -- is reckoned unto us.

Sonme teach inputed righteousness as if it were sonething
apart from Christ, flung over the rags of the sinner. But it is truer
and better to consider it as a matter of blessed identification with
H mthrough faith; so that as He was one with us in being nmade sin,
we are one with Hmin being nade the R ghteousness of God. In the
counsels of Eternity that which is true of the glorious Lord is
accounted al so true of us who, by a living faith, have becone nenbers
of His body, of His flesh, and of H s bones. Jesus Christ is nade
unto us Righteousness, and we are accepted in the Bel oved. There is
nothing in faith, considered in itself, which can account for this
marvel ous fact of inputation. Faith is only the link of union; but
i nasmuch as it unites us to the Son of God, it brings us into the
enjoyment of all that He is as the Al pha and Onega, the Begi nning and
the End, the First and the Last.

asi

CHAPTER ELEVEN

WATCHI NG W TH GOD
(GENESI S 15: 7)

"The vision is yet for an appointed tine, but at the end it
shal | speak, and not lie. Though it tarry, wait for it;
because it will surely cone; it will not tarry."

- - Habakkuk 2: 3.

"It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait
for the salvation of the Lord." -- Lanmentations 3:26.

"I'f we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience
with patience wait for it." -- Romans 8:25.

It is not easy to watch with God, or to wait for Hm The orbit of
H s providence is so vast. The stages of Hi s progress are so w de
apart. He holds on His way through the ages; we tire in a few short
hours. And when Hi s dealings with us are perplexing and nysterious,
the heart that had boasted its unwavering loyalty begins to grow
faint with m sgivings, and to question -- \Wien shall we be able to



trust absolutely, and not be afraid?

In human rel ati onshi ps, when once the heart has found its
rest in another, it can bear the test of distance and delay. Years
may pass without a word or sigh to break the sad nonotony. Strange
contradictions may baffle the understandi ng and confuse the m nd
Oficious friends may delight in putting unkind and fal se
constructions on conduct confessedly hard to explain. But the trust
never varies or abates. It knows that all is well. It is content to
exi st without a token, and to be quiet without attenpting to explain
or defend. Ah, when shall we treat God so? Wen shall we thus rest in
H m trusting where we cannot understand? Can any education be too
hard which shall secure this as its final and crowning result? Surely
t hat were heaven, when the heart of man could afford to wait for a
m |1 enni um unstaggered by del ay, untinged by doubt.

At this stage, at |east, of his education, Abraham had not
learnt this lesson. But in that grey dawn, as the stars which
synmbol i zed his posterity were beginning to fade in the sky, he
answered the Divine assurance that he should inherit the |and of
whi ch he as yet did not owmn a foot, by the sad conplaint: "Lord Cod,
whereby shall | know that | shall inherit it?"

How human this is! It was not that he was absolutely
i ncredul ous: but he yearned for sonme tangi ble evident token that it
was to be as God had said; sonething he could see; sonething which
shoul d be an ever-present sacranent of the com ng heritage, as the
stars were of the future seed. Do not wonder at him but rather adore
the | ove which bears with these human frailties, and stoops to give
t hem st eppi ng-stones by which to cross the sands to the firmrock of
an assured faith.

(1) WATCH NG BY THE SACRIFICE. -- In those early days, when a
witten agreenent was very rare, if not quite unknown, nen sought to
bi nd one another to their word with the nost solem religious
sanctions. The contracting party was required to bring certain
ani mal s, which were slaughtered and divided into pieces. These were
laid on the ground in such a manner as to | eave a narrow | ane
bet ween; up and down which the covenanting party passed to ratify and
confirmhis solem pl edge.

It was to this ancient and solem rite that Jehovah referred,
when he said, "Take Me an heifer of three years old, and a she-goat
of three years old, and a ramof three years old, and a turtle-dove,
and a young pigeon. And he took unto himall these, and divided them
in the mdst, and | aid each pi ece one agai nst another” (CGenesis 15:8,
10).

It was still the early norning. The day was young. And
Abr aham sat down to watch. Then there came a | ong pause. Hour after
hour passed by; but God did not give a sign or utter a single word.
Judgi ng by appearances, there was neither voice, nor any to answer,
nor any that regarded.

H gher and ever higher the sun drove his chariot up the sky,
and shone with torrid heat on those pieces of flesh lying there
exposed upon the sand; but still no voice or vision cane. The uncl ean



vultures, attracted by the scent of carrion, drew together as to a
feast, and demanded i ncessant attention if they were to be kept away.
Did Abraham ever permt hinself to inmagine that he was sitting there
on a fool's mssion? Did not the thought instil itself into his mnd
that perhaps after all he had been led to arrange those pieces by a
freak of his own fancy, and that God would not cone at all? Did he
shrink fromthe curious gaze of his servants, and of Sarah his wife,
because hal f-consci ous of having taken up a position he could not
justify?

We cannot tell what passed through that much-tried heart
during those long hours. But this, at |east, we recognize; that this
isinaline with the discipline through which we all have to pass.
Hours of waiting for God!Days of watching! N ghts of sleepless vigil!
Looki ng for the outposts of the relief that tarries! Whndering why
the Master comes not! Clinbing the hill again and again, to return
wi t hout the expected vision! Watching for sone | ong-expected letter,
till the path to the Post Ofice is trodden down w th constant
passing to and fro, and wet with nmany tears! But all in vain! Nay,
but it is not in vain. For these |ong waiting hours are building up
the fabric of the spirit-life, with gold, and silver, and precious
stones, so as to beconme a thing of beauty, and a joy for evernore.

Only let us see to it that we never relax our attitude of
pati ence, but wait to the end for the grace to be brought unto us.
And let us give the unclean birds no quarter. W cannot help them
sailing slowy through the air, or uttering dismal screans, or
circling around us as if to pounce. But we CAN help them settling
dawn. And this we must do, in the nane and by the help of God. "If
the vision tarry, wait for it."

(2) THE HORROR OF A GREAT DARKNESS. -- The sun at |ast went
down, and the swift Eastern night cast its heavy veil over the scene.
Wrn out with the nental conflict, the watchings, and the exertions
of the day, Abrahamfell into a deep sleep. And in that sleep his
soul was oppressed with a dense and dreadful darkness; such as al nost
stifled him and lay like a nightmare upon his heart. "Lo, a horror
of great darkness fell upon him"

Do ny readers understand somet hing of the horror of that
dar kness? When one who has been brought up in a traditional belief,
which fails to satisfy the instincts of maturer life, supposes that
inletting go the creed, there nust also be the renunciation of al
faith and hope, not seeing that the formmy go, whilst the essenti al
substance may renmai n: when one, m staking the nature of sin and the
mercy of CGod, fears that there has been commtted an unpardonabl e
sin, or that the bounds of repentance have been overstepped for ever:
when sone terrible sorrow which seens so hard to reconcile with
perfect |ove, crushes down upon the soul, winging fromit all its
peaceful rest in the pitiful ness of God, and launching it on a sea
unlit by a ray of hope: when unkindness, and cruelty, and nonstrous
i njustice browbeat, and nock, and maltreat the trusting heart, till
it begins to doubt whether there be a God overhead who can see and

still permt -- these know sonething of the horror of great darkness;
and what weird and frightful visions will in that darkness pass one
after another before the spirit, |ike the phantons of a drunkard's

deliriumor the apparitions of an unheal thy brain.



It was a |l ong and dark prospect which unfolded itself before
Abraham He beheld the history of his people through com ng
centuries, strangers in a foreign |land, enslaved and afflicted. D d
he not see the anguish of their soul, and their cruel bondage beneath
the task-master's whips? Did he not hear their groans, and see
not hers weepi ng over their babes, doomed to the insatiable Nile? Did
he not witness the building of Pyramd and Treasure-city, cenented by
bl ood and suffering? It was, indeed, enough to fill himw th darkness
that could be felt.

And yet the sonmbre woof was crossed by the warp of silver
t hreads. The enslaved were to cone out, and to come out with great
subst ance, their oppressors being overwhel ned with crushing judgnent.
They were to conme into that |and again. Wilst, as for hinself, he
should go to his fathers in peace, and be buried in a good old age.

It is thus that human life is made up: brightness and gl oom
shadow and sun; |ong tracks of cloud, succeeded by brilliant glints
of light. And amd all, Divine justice is working out its own
schenmes, affecting others equally with the individual soul which
seens the subject of especial discipline. The children of Abraham

must not inherit the Land of Promise till the fourth generation has
passed away, because the iniquity of the Arorites had not yet filled
up the neasure of their doom Only then -- when the reformation of

that race was inpossible; when their condition had becone

i rremedi abl e, and their existence was a nenace to the peace and
purity of mankind -- was the order given for their extermnation, and
for the transference of their power to those who mght hold it nore
worthily.

Ch, ye who are filled with the horror of great darkness
because of CGod's dealings with mankind, learn to trust that
infallible wi sdomwhich is co-assesor with immutable justice, and
know t hat He who passed through the horror of the darkness of
Calvary, with the cry of forsakenness, is ready to bear you company
t hrough the valley of the shadow of death, till you see the sun
shining upon its further side. "Who is anong you that wal keth in
dar kness, and hath no light? Let himtrust in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his CGod."

(3) THE RATI FI CATI ON OF THE COVENANT. -- \Wen Abraham awoke,
the sun was down. Darkness reigned suprene. "It was dark." A solemm
stillness brooded over the world. Then cane the awful act of
ratification. For the first time since man left the gates of Eden
t here appeared the synbol of the glory of God; that awful |ight which
was afterwards to shine in the pillar of cloud, and the Shekinah
gl eam

In the thick darkness, that nysterious light -- a [ anp of
fire -- passed slowy and majestically between the divided pieces;
and, as it did so, a voice said: "Unto thy seed have | given this
land, fromthe river of Egypt unto the great river, the river
Euphrates" (CGenesis 15:18).

Renenber that prom se: nade with the nost sol enm sancti ons,
never repeal ed since, and never perfectly fulfilled. For a few years



during the reign of Sol onon the dom nions of |Israel alnost touched
these limts, but only for a very brief period. The perfect
fulfillment is yet in the future. Sonehow the descendants of Abraham
shall yet inherit their own |and, secured to them by the covenant of
God. Those rivers shall yet formtheir boundary lines: for "the nouth
of the Lord hath spoken it."

A foreign power forbids their entrance yet; and Jerusalemis
trodden down of the Gentiles. But we may be entering on a series of
events, which shall shatter the decrepit enpire of the unspeakabl e
Turk, and rel ease Egypt and Pal estine fromhis blighting sway, so
that the [and which awaits the people, and the people which awaits
the Iand, may be reunited beneath the bl essing of H mwho, by word
and oath, gave strong consolation to H s nuch-tried servant Abraham

As we turn fromthis scene -- in which God bound Hinsel f by
such sol emm sanctions, to strengthen the ground of His servant's
faith -- we may carry with us exalted conceptions of H s great

goodness, which will hunble itself so lowin order to secure the
trust of one poor heart. By two immutable things, Hs word and oath,
God has given strong assurance to us who are nenaced by the storm
drawi ng us on to a rock-bound shore. Let us, by our Forerunner, send
forward our anchor, Hope, within the vail that parts us fromthe
unseen: where it will grapple in ground that will not yield, but hold
until the day dawn, and we follow it into the haven guaranteed to us
by God's inmutabl e counsel (Hebrews 6:19-20).

@z2
CHAPTER TWELVE
HAGAR, THE SLAVE G RL

"Now Sarai, Abramis wife, had a handmai d, an Egyptian, whose
nane was Hagar." -- Cenesis 16: 1.

We none of us know all that is involved when we tear ourselves from
the fam liar scenes of our Harans to follow Cod into the | ands of
separation which Iie beyond the river. The separated |ife cannot be
an easy one. W may dimy guess this as we step out into the untried
and unknown; but God graciously veils fromour eyes that which would
needl essly startle and daunt us; unfolding to us H's requirenents,
only as we are able to bear them

The difficulties of the separated life arise, not from any
arbitrary appoi ntnents of Divine Providence, but fromthe persistent
mani festation of the self-life inits many Protean forns. It is
absurd to say that it dies once for all in some early stage of the
Christian life; and it is perilous to lead nen to think so. Wien nen
think or boast that it is dead, it peeps out in their very
assertions, and |laughs at the success of its efforts to blind themto
its presence. This is the masterpiece of its art: to cajole its dupes
into thinking that it is dead. Bands of thieves always |like to secure
the insertion of a paragraph in the newspapers, announcing that they
have | eft the nei ghborhood, because in the false security which is
i nduced by the announcenent, they are nore able to carry out their



pl ans of pill age.

We say, in the first nonments of consecration, that we are
eager, not only to be reckoned dead in the sight of God, so far as
our self-life is concerned, but to be dead. And if we really nmean
what we say, God undertakes the work, first of revealing the
i nsi di ous presence of the self-life where we had | east expected it,
and then of nailing it in bitter suffering to the cross of a painfu
death. O ye who know sonet hing of the analysis of your inner life, do
not your hearts bear witness that, as the light of heaven breaks with
glowing glory on your souls, it reveals unexpected glinpses into the
i nsi di ous workings of self? -- so much so that you are driven to
claim with no bated breath: first, D vine forgiveness for harboring
such a traitor; and then, the interposition of Divine grace to nete
out that death which is the only condition of growth and bl essedness.

There is here a very startling manifestation of the tenacity
wi th which Abraham s self-life still survived. W m ght have expected
that by this time it had been extinguished: the long waiting of ten
sl ow novi ng years: the repeated pronises of God: the habit of contact
with God Hnself -- all this had surely been enough to eradi cate and
burn out all confidence in the flesh; all trust in the activities of
the self-life; all desire to help hinself to the realization of the
prom ses of God. Surely, now, this rmuch-tried man will wait until, in
H's own tine and way, CGod shall do as He has said. Abraham woul d not
take a shoe-latchet, or a thread, fromthe King of Sodom because he
was so sure that God would G VE himall the |and. Nor was he
di sappoi nted: when God said, "I amthy exceeding great reward." And
simlarly we mght have expected that he woul d have strenuously
resi sted every endeavor to induce himto realize for hinself God's
prom se about his seed. Surely he will wait neekly and quietly for
God to fulfil H's own word, by nmeans best known to Hinsel f.

Instead of this he listened to THE REASONI NG OF EXPEDI ENCY,
whi ch happened to chine in with his own thoughts, and sought to
gratify the pronptings of his spirit by doing sonething to secure the
result of which God had spoken. Sinple-hearted faith waits for God to

unfold H's purpose, sure that He will not fail. But mstrust,
reacting on the self-life, leads us to take matters into our own
hands -- even as Saul did, when he took upon hinself to offer

sacrifice, without awaiting the arrival of Sanuel.

(1) THE QUARTER WHENCE THESE REASONI NGS CAME. -- "Sarai said
unto Abram " Poor Sarah! She had not had her husband' s advant ages.
VWhen he had been standing in fellowship with God, she had been
quietly pursuing the routine of household duty, pondering many
t hi ngs.

It was clear that Abraham should have a son; but it was not
definitely said by God that the child would be hers. Abrahamwas a
strict nmonogam st; but the | axer notions of those days warranted the
filling of the haremwi th others, who occupied an inferior rank to
that of the principal wfe, and whose children, according to comon
practice, were reckoned as if they were her own. Wiy should not her
husband fall in with those | axer notions of the marriage vow? Wy
shoul d he not marry the slave-girl, whomthey had either purchased in
an Egyptian slave market, or acquired anmongst the other gifts with



whi ch Pharaoh had sent them away?

It was an heroic sacrifice for her to make. She was willing
to forego a wonan's dearest prerogative; to put another in her own
pl ace; and to surrender a position to which she had a perfect right
to cling, even though it seemed to clash with the direct prom se of
God. But her |ove to Abraham her despair of having a child of her
own; and her inability to conceive of God fulfilling His word by
ot her than natural nmeans -- all these things conbined to nmake the
proposal from which, in another aspect, her wifely nature nust have
shrunk. Love in Sarah did violence to |ove.

No one el se coul d have approached Abraham w th such a
proposition, with the slightest hope of success. But when Sarah nade
it, the case was altered. The suggestion m ght have flitted across
his own mnd, in his weaker nonents, only to be instantly rejected
and put aside, as doing a grievous wong to his faithful w fe. But
now, as it emanated fromher, there seened |less fear of it. It was
supported by the susceptibilities of natural instinct. It was
consi stent with the whi sperings of doubt. It seenmed to be a likely
expedi ent for realizing God's prom se. And w thout derur, or
reference to God, he fell in with the proposal. "Abram hearkened to
the voice of Sarai."

It is always hard to resist tenptation when it appeals to
natural instinct or to distrusting fear. At such an hour, if the
Savi or be not our Keeper, there is small hope of our being able to
resi st the double assault. But the tenptation is still nore perilous
when it is presented, not by sone repellent fiend, but by sone object
of our love; who, |ike Sarah, has been the partner of our pilgrinage,
and who is willing to sacrifice all in order to obtain a blessing
whi ch God has prom sed, but has not yet bestowed.

We shoul d be exceedingly careful before acting on the
suggesti ons of any who are not as advanced as we are in the Divine
life. Wiat may seemright to themmy be terribly wong for us. And
we should be especially careful to criticize and wei gh any proposal s

whi ch harnoni ze conpletely with the tendencies of our self-life. "If
the wife of thy bosom or thy friend, which is as thine own soul
entice thee secretly... thou shalt not consent unto him nor hearken

unto him neither shall thine eye pity him neither shalt thou spare"
(Deuteronony 13:6-8). But does not the response of the soul to such
suggestions indicate how far the self-life is from being dead.

(2) THE SORROAS TO WHI CH THEY LED. -- As soon as the end was
obtained, the results, like a crop of nettles, began to appear in
t hat home, which had been the abode of purity and bliss; but which
was not destined to be the scene of discord. Raised into a position
of rivalry with Sarah, and expectant of giving the |ong-desired son
to Abraham and a young naster to the canp, Hagar despi sed her
childl ess mstress, and took no pains to conceal her contenpt.

This was nore than Sarah could endure. It was easier to nmake
one heroic act of self-sacrifice, than to bear each day the insol ent
carriage of the maid whom she had herself exalted to this position
Nor was she reasonable in her irritation; instead of assum ng the
responsi bility of having brought about the untoward event, so fraught



with msery to herself, she passionately upbrai ded her husband,
saying: "My wong be upon thee: the Lord judge between nme and thee"
(CGenesis 16:5).

How true this is to human nature! We take one fal se step
unsancti oned by God; and when we begin to discover our nistake, we
give way to outbursts of wounded pride. But instead of chiding
oursel ves, we turn upon others, whomwe may have instigated to take
the wong course, and we bitterly reproach them for wongs of which
they at nost were only instrunents, whilst we were the final cause.

Qut of this fleshly expedient sprang nmany sorrows. Sorrow to
Sarah, who on this occasion, as afterwards, nust have drunk to the
dregs the cup of bitter gall; of jealousy and wounded pride; of hate
and malice, which always destroy peace and joy in the nature, from
which they streamas the fiery lava torrents froma vol canic crater
Sorrow to Hagar, driven forth as an exile fromthe home of which she
had dreant to becone the mistress, and to which she had thought
herself essential. Ah, bitter disappointnment! Sorrow to Abraham Iloth
to part with one who, to all human appearance, woul d now becone the
nmot her of the child who should bless his life: stung, noreover, as he
was, by the unwonted bitterness of his wife's reproaches.

If any should read these words who are tenpted to use any
expedi ents of human devising for the attainnent of ends, which in
t hensel ves may be quite legitimate, let themstand still, and take to
heart the teachings of this narrative. For, as surely as God reigns,
shal |l every selfish expedient involve us in unutterable and
heartrending sorrow. "Fromthis tinme shalt thou have wars."

(3) THE VI CTI M WHCOSE LI FE- COURSE WAS SO LARGELY | NVOLVED. - -
We cannot be surprised at the insolent bearing of the untutored
slave-girl. It was only what m ght have been expected. But we nourn
to see in her only one of nyriads who have been sacrificed to the
whi m or passion, to the expediency or selfishness, of nmen. |nnocent
and |ight-hearted, she m ght have been the devoted w fe of sone man
in her own station and the nother of a happy famly. But, taken as
she was fromher true station, and put into a position in which she
was a nmother without being a |awful wife, what could her |ot be but
msery in the home in which she had no proper status, and at last in
the exiled and honel ess wanderings to which Sarah's bitter jeal ousy
twice drove her: once for a tine -- afterwards for ever?

Abraham for the sake of the peace of his hone, dared not
i nterpose between his wife and her slave. "Behold," said he, "thy
maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee.”" Not slow to act
upon this inplied consent, the irate mstress dealt so bitterly with
the girl that she fled fromher face, and took the road, trodden by
the caravans, towards her native |and.

"The angel of the Lord" (and here, for the first tine, that
significant expression is used, which is held by many to express sone
evi dent mani festation of the Son of God in angel -guise) "found her by
a well of water" which was famliarly known in the days of Mdses.
There, worn, and weary, and |onely, she sat down to rest. How often
does the Angel of the Lord still find us in our extremty! -- when we
are running away fromthe post which was assigned to us; when we are



evadi ng the cross. And what questions could be nore pertinent,

whet her to Hagar or to us: "Whence canest thou? and whither wilt thou
go?" Reader, answer those two questions, ere thou readest further
VWhat is thine origin? and what thy destiny?

Then there foll owed the distinct conmand, which applies to us
evernore, "Return, and submt." The day woul d cone when God Hi nsel f
woul d open the door, and send Hagar out of that house (Genesis
21:12-14). But until that nmonment should cone, after thirteen years
had roll ed away, she nust return to the place which she had |eft,
beari ng her burden and fulfilling her duty as best she m ght.

"Return, and submt."

We are all prone to act as Hagar did. If our lot is hard, and
our cross is heavy, we start off in a fit of inpatience and wounded
pride. We shirk the discipline; we evade the yoke; we nake our own
way out of the difficulty. Ah! we shall never get right thus. Never!
We nust retrace our steps; we rnust neekly bend our necks under the
yoke. W nust accept the |lot which God has ordained for us, even
though it be the result of the cruelty and sin of others. W shal
conquer by yielding. W shall escape by returning. W shall becone
free by offering ourselves to be bound. "Return, and subnmit." By and
by, when the lesson is perfectly learnt, the prison-door will open of
its own accord.

Meanwhi |l e the heart of the prodigal is cheered by prom se
(16:10). The Angel of the Lord unfolds all the blessed results of
obedi ence. And as the spirit considers these, it finds the honeward
way no longer lined by flints, but soft with flowers.

Nor is this all: but in addition to pronm se, there breaks on
the soul the conception of One who |ives and sees; who lives to
avenge the wonged, and to defend the hel pl ess; and who sees each
tear and pang of the afflicted soul

"Thou are a God that seeth.” Not |ike those blind Egyptian
idols that stare with stony gaze across the desert: having eyes,
t hough they see not. It was a new thought to the untutored
slave-girl; it is famliar enough to us. And yet we mght find new
depths of nmeaning in life and duty, if every noment were spent in
that habitual realization of these words. Let us | ook after H mthat
seeth us. Let us often stay the whirr of life's shuttles to say
softly to ourselves, "God is here; God is near; God sees -- He will
provide; He will defend; He will avenge." "The eyes of the Lord run
to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Hinself strong in the
behal f of them whose heart is perfect toward H ni (2_Chronicles 16:9,
Zechariah 4:10).

@3
CHAPTER THI RTEEN

"BE THOU PERFECT!"

"I amthe Alm ghty God: wal k before Me, and be thou perfect.”
-- Cenesis 17:1.



Thirteen | ong years passed slowy on after the return of Hagar to
Abraham s canp. The child Ishnmael was born, and grew up in the
patriarch's house -- the acknow edged heir of the canp, and yet
showi ng synptons of the wild-ass nature of which the angel had spoken
(16:12 RV). Not a little perpl exed must Abraham have been with those
strange mani festations; and yet the heart of the old nan warnmed to
the lad, and clung to him often asking that Ishnael mght |ive

bef ore Cod.

And t hroughout that |ong period there was no fresh
appear ance, no new announcenent. Never since God had spoken to himin
Charran had there been so long a pause. And it mnmust have been a
terrible ordeal, driving himback on the prom se which had been
gi ven, and searching his heart to ascertain if the cause lay within
hi nsel f. Such sil ences have al ways exercised the hearts of God's
saints, leading themto say with the Psalmst: "Be not silent to ne;
lest, if Thou be silent to nme, | becone like themthat go down into
the pit" (Psalm28:1). And yet they are to the heart what the | ong
silence of winter is to the world of nature, in preparing it for the
out burst of spring.

Sonme peopl e are ever on the outl ook for Divine appearances,
for special manifestations, for celestial voices. If these are
wi t hhel d, they are alnost ready to break their hearts. And their life
tends to an incessant straining after sone startling evidence of the
nearness and the |ove of God. This feverishness is unwhol esone and
m st aken. Such nmanifestations are, indeed, delightful; but they are
meant as the bright surprises, and not as the rule of Christian life:
they are flung into our lives as a holiday into the school routine of
a child, awakening thrilling and unexpected enotions of Joy. It is
true that they are liable to be withheld when we are wal king at a
di stance from God, or indulging in coldheartedness and sin. But it is
not always so. And when the child of God has | ost these bright

visitations for long and sad intervals -- if, so far as can be
ascertained, there is no sense of condemati on on the heart for known
unfaithfulness -- then it nust be believed that they are wi thheld,

not in consequence of pal pable sin, but to test the inner life, and
to teach the necessity of basing it on faith, rather than on feelings
however gl adsone, or experiences however divine.

At last, "when Abramwas ninety years old and nine," the Lord
appeared unto himagain, and gave hima new revel ati on of H nself;
unfolded the terns of Hi s covenant; and addressed to himthat
menor abl e charge, which rings its sunmmons in the ear and heart of

every believer still: "Walk before Me, and be thou perfect.”
(1) THE DI VINE SUMWWONS. -- "Wal k before Mg, and be thou
perfect.” Men have sadly stunbled over that word. They have not

erred, when they have taught that there is an experience, denoted by
t he phrase, which is possible to men. But they have sadly erred in
pressing their own significance into the word, and in then asserting
that nmen are expected to fulfil it, or that they have thensel ves
attained it.

"Perfection" is often supposed to denote sinlessness of nora
character, which at the best is only a negative conception, and fails



to bring out the positive force of this mghty word. Surely
perfection means nore than -- sinlessness. And if this be admtted,
and the further adm ssion be nmade, that it contains the thought of
nmoral conpl eteness, then it beconmes yet nore absurd for any nortal to
assert it of hinmself. The very assertion shows the |ack of any such
thing, and reveal s but sl ender know edge of the inner life and of the
nature of sin. ABSOLUTE SI NLESSNESS is surely inpossible for us so

| ong as we have not perfect know edge; for as our light is grow ng
constantly, so are we constantly discovering evil in things which
once we all owed w thout compunction: and if those who assert their
sinl essness live but a few years | onger, and continue to grow, they
will be conpelled to admit, if they are true to thensel ves, that
there was evil in things which they now deemto be harm ess. But

whet her they admit it or not, their shortcom ngs are not |ess sinfu
in the sight of the holy God, although undetected by their own
fallible judgment. And as to MORAL COVPLETENESS, it is enough to
conpare the best man whom we ever knew with the perfect beauty of God
incarnate, to feel how nonstrous such an assunption is. Surely the

| anguage of the Apostle Paul better becones our lips, as he cries,
"Not as though | had already attained, or were already perfect; but I
follow after.” Perhaps in the datel ess noon of eternity such words
will still best become our I|ips.

Besides all this, the word "perfect" bears very different
renderings fromthose often given to it. For instance, when we are
told that the man of God nmust be PERFECT (2_Tinmothy 3:17), the
under | yi ng thought, as any scholar would affirm is that of a workman
bei ng "thoroughly equi pped for his work," as when a carpenter cones
to the house, bearing in his hand the bag in which all necessary
tools are readily available. Again, when we join in the prayer that
the God of Peace woul d make us PERFECT in every good work to do Hi s
will, we are, in fact, asking that we nmay be "put in joint" with the
bl essed Lord; so that the glorious Head may freely secure through us
the doing of His will (Hebrews 13:20-21). Again, when our Lord bids
us be PERFECT as our Father in heaven is perfect, He sinply incites
us to that "inpartiality of nercy” which knows no distinctions of
evil and good, of unjust and just, but distributes its favors with
bountiful and equal hand (Matthew 5:48).

VWhat, then, is the true force and significance of this word
in that stirring command which |ies before us here, "Wal k before M,
and be thou perfect"? A conparison of the various passages where it
occurs establishes its nmeani ng beyond a doubt, and conpels us to
think into it the conception of "whol e-heartedness.” It denotes the
entire surrender of the being; and may be fairly expressed in the
wel | - known words of the sweet and gifted songstress of nodern days:

"True-hearted, whol e-hearted, faithful and | oyal,
King of our lives, by Thy grace will we be."

This quality of whol e-hearted devotion has ever been dear to
God. It was this that He considered in Job, and loved in David. It is
in favor of this that Hs eyes run to and fro to show H nsel f strong
(2_Chronicles 16:9). It is for this that He pleads with Abraham and
it was because He net with it to so large an extent in his character
and obedi ence that He entered into eternal covenant bond with him and
his.



Here | et each reader turn fromthe printed page, to the
record of the inner life lying open to God al one, and ask, "Is ny
heart perfect with God? Am| whol e-hearted towards Hin? Is He first
in my schenes, pleasures, friendships, thoughts, and actions? Is H's
will ny law, Hs love nmy light, H's business nmy aim H's 'well-done!’
nmy exceedi ng great reward? Do others share me with Hi nP"

There is no life to be conpared with that of which the
undi vided heart is the center and spring. Wiy not seek it now? --
and, turning to God in holy reverie, ask Hmto bring the whol e inner
real munder Hi s government, and to hold it as His for evernore. "If
thi ne eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light" (Matthew
6:22).

And such an attitude can only be NMAI NTAI NED BY A VERY CAREFUL
WALK. "Wal k before Me, and be thou perfect.” W nmust seek to realize
constantly the presence of God, becom ng instantly aware when the
fleeciest cloud draws its veil for a nonment over Hi s face, and asking
whet her the cause may not lie in some scarcely-noticed sin. W nust
cultivate the habit of feeling Hmnear, as the Friend from whom we
woul d never be separated, in work, in prayer, in recreation, in
repose. We nust guard agai nst the restlessness and i npetuosity, the
excessi ve eagerness and inpatience, which drown the accents of Hi's
still, small voice. W nust abjure all expedients He does not
inspire, all actions He does not pronote. We nust often turn fromthe
friend, the poem the |andscape, or the task, to look up into H's
face with a smle of loving recognition. W nust constantly have the
wat ches which we carry next our hearts synchronized by Hs eterna
nmoverents. All this nust be. And yet we shall not live forced or
unnatural lives. None so blithe or light-hearted as we. Al the
circles of our daily life will nmove on unbroken order and beauty;
just as each shining nmoon circles around its planet, because the
pl anet obeys the law of gravitation to the sun. Wuld you wal k before
God? Then let there be nothing in heart or life which you would not
open to the inspection of H's holy and pitiful eye.

(2) THE REVELATION ON WHICH THI S SUMMONS WAS BASED. -- "I am
the Alm ghty God" ("El-Shaddai"). What a nanme is this! And what awf ul
enotions it nust have excited in the rapt heart of the listener! Cod
had been known to him by other nanes, but not by this. And this was
the first of a series of revel ations of those depths of neani ng which
lay in the fathom ess abyss of the Divine nane, each disclosure
mar ki ng an epoch in the history of the race.

In God's dealings with nmen you will invariably find that sone
transcendent revel ati on precedes the D vine sumons to new and
difficult duty; prom se opens the door to precept: He gives what He
conmands, ere He comuands what He wills. And on this principle God
acted here. It was no child' s play to which He called H's servant. To
wal k al ways before H m-- when heart was weak, and strength was
frail, and the tenptation strong to swerve to right or left. To be
perfect in devotion and obedi ence, when so many crosslights
di stracted, and perplexed, and fascinated the soul. To forego al
nmet hods of sel f-hel p, however tenpting. To be separated from al
alliances that others pernmitted or followed. This was nmuch. And it
was only possible through the mght of the Al mighty. Abraham coul d



only do all these things on the condition, on which the Apostle
insisted in after-days, that God should strengthen him And,
therefore, it was that there broke on himthe assurance: "I amthe
Almghty God." It is as if He had said: "All power is Mne in Heaven,
and upon earth. O old | laid the foundations of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of My hands. | sit upon the circle of the earth;
and its inhabitants are as grasshoppers. | bring out the starry hosts
by nunber, calling themall by nanes, by the greatness of My mght,
for that | amstrong in power: not one faileth. Hast thou not known

- -- hast thou not heard -- that the everlasting God, the Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth fainteth not, neither is weary?"

Al this is as true today as ever. And if any will dare
venture forth on the path of separation, cutting thensel ves al oof
fromall creature aid, and fromall self-originated effort; content
to walk alone with God, with no help fromany but HHm-- such wll
find that all the resources of the Divine Almghtiness will be placed
at their disposal, and that the resources of Omipotence nmust be
exhausted ere their cause can fail for want of help. O children of
God, why do we run to and fro for the hel p of man, when the power of
God is within reach of the perfect heart? But this condition nmust be
fulfilled ere that m ghty power can be put in operation on our
behal f. "To himthat overconmeth | will give a white stone, and in the
stone a new nane witten." In Abraham s case, that nane, graved on
the glistening jewel, was "I amthe Al mghty God"; for Mises it was
"Jehovah"; for us it is "the God and Fat her of our Lord Jesus
Christ".

(3) THE COVENANT WHI CH WAS DI VI NELY PROPCSED. -- "I wll nake
My covenant between Me and thee."” A covenant is a prom se nmade under
the nobst sol etm sanctions, and binding the consenting parties in the
nost definite and inpressive way. What nortal would not consent when
the Alm ghty God proposed to enter into an everlasting covenant with
H's creature, ordered in all things and sure, and nore stable than
the everlasting hillsl!

I T REFERRED TO THE SEED. -- And there was a narked advance.
In Haran it ran thus, "I will rmake of thee a great nation." At
Bet hel, thus, "Thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth.” At Manre,
thus, "Count the stars; so shall thy seed be." But now, three tines
over, the patriarch is told that he should be the father of many
nati ons, a phrase explained by the Apostle as including all, of every
| and, who share Abrahamis faith, though not sprung fromhimin the
line of natural descent (Galatians 3:7-29). In nmenory of that pronise
his name was slightly altered, so that it signified the "father of a
great multitude". Nations of thee, and kings of thee" (CGenesis 17:6).
VWE are included in the golden circle of those words, if we believe;
and we may claimthe spiritual part, at |least, of this covenant,
whi ch was nmade wi th Abraham before he was circunti sed

| T REFERRED TO THE LAND. -- "I will give unto thee, and to
thy seed after thee, the |l and wherein thou art a stranger, all the
| and of Canaan, for an everlasting possession.” This prom se waits
for fulfillnment. The word "everlasting” nust nean sonething nore than
those few centuries of broken, fitful rule. The recent immgration of
Jews to Palestine may be an initial stage to its realization. But
there is a time, no doubt, at hand when our covenant-keeping God will



buil d again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down, and w ||
repair the ruins thereof; and the [ and, which now sighs under the
cruel despotismof the infidel, shall be again inhabited by the seed
of Abraham H s friend.

I T REFERRED TO THE COM NG CHI LD. -- Till then Abraham had no
ot her thought than that |shmael should be his heir. But this could
not be: (1) because he was sl ave-born; and the slave abideth not in
t he house for ever: (2) because he was a child of the flesh, and not
the direct gift of God. Abraham had been left to wait till the hope
of children had becone as renmbte fromhimas it had been for years
fromhis wife; so that the heir should be evidently the creation of
the Alm ghty God, whose nanme was di scl osed, ere this astoundi ng

announcenent was nade. This is why we are kept waiting till all human
and natural hope has died fromour hearts, so that God may be Al in
all. "And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and

thou shalt call his nane |Isaac" (ver.19).

For us there is yet a crowning sweetness in the words, "I
will be a god unto thee, and to thy seed"; words repeated, in Hebrews

8:10, so as certainly to include us all, if we believe. W0 can
unfold all the wealth of meaning of these words? Al light, and no
darkness at all. Al love, and no shadow of change. Al strength, and

no sign of weakness. Beauty, sweetness, glory, mpjesty, all are in
CGod, and all these will be thine and mne, if God saith to us, "I
will be a God unto thee.™

Nor shall this heritage be ours only: it shall belong to our
children also, if we exercise Abrahamis faith. God pledges Hinself to
be the God of our seed. But it is for us to claimthe fulfillnment of
H s pledge. Not in heart-rending cries, but in quiet, determ ned
faith, let us ask Hmto do as He has said.

@4
CHAPTER FOURTEEN
THE SI GN OF THE COVENANT

"I will rmake My covenant between Me and thee, and will
multiply thee exceedingly." -- Genesis 17:2.

Three times over in Scripture Abrahamis called "the friend of God."

In that nonment of agony, when tidings canme to King Jehoshaphat of the
great heathen alliance which had been fornmed against him he stood in
the Tenple, and said, "Art not Thou our God, who didst drive out the

i nhabitants of this land... and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy
friend, for ever?" (2_Chronicles 20:7).

And the Apostle Janes, at the close of his argunent about
faith and works, tells us that when Abraham believed God, "it was
i mputed unto himfor righteousness, and he was called the friend of
God" (James 2:23).

But, better than all, Jehovah H nself uses the title of
friendshi p, and acknow edges the sacred tie between this much tried



spirit and Hnself: "Thou Israel art ny servant, Jacob whom | have
chosen, the seed of Abraham My friend" (Ilsaiah 41:8).

And it would al nost appear as if these two chapters, Genesis
17 and 18, had been witten for this, anong other things: to show the
famliarity and intimacy which existed between the Eternal God and
the man who was honored to be called Hs "friend". However, in
readi ng them we nmust not suppose that there was sonething altogether
exceptional and unique in this marvel ous story. Wthout doubt it is
a true record of what happened nore than three thousand years ago:
but it is surely also intended as a specinen of the way in which the
Eternal God is willing to deal with true-hearted saints in all ages.
To hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of H s saints, God has been al
that He was to Abraham and He is willing to be all that to us still.

Let us peruse these ancient |ines beneath the flood of I|ight
shed on them by our Savior, when He said: "Henceforth | call you not
servants; for the servant knoweth not what his |ord doeth; but | have
called you friends" (John 15:15).

The friendship of God is freely offered to us in Jesus Chri st
our Lord. W cannot nerit or deserve it. We cannot establish a prior
claimto it. W are sinply Hi s bankrupt debtors forever, wondering at
t he heights and depths, the I engths and breadths, of the unsearchable
riches of Hs grace. May we not say that one ultinmte cause of this
friendship is in the yearning of the heart of the Eternal for
fellowship? But it nust remain for ever a nystery why He shoul d seek
it anmongst ourselves; the fallen children of Adam the tenants of
bodi es of dust; the aphidae on the tiny leaf, called earth, am dst
the forest foliage of the universe.

Surely, if He had so desired it, He m ght have found -- or if
He could not have found, He m ght have created -- a race nore noble,
nore obedi ent, nore synpathetic than ourselves. O, at |east, He
m ght have secured one which should not cost H mso dearly, denanding
of Hi mthe angui sh of Gethsemane, and the bl ood of the cross. So,
per haps, we are sonetimes prone to think. And yet it could not be.
That which is, and has been, nust on the whole be the best that could
be, since infinite | ove and wi sdom have so ordered it. And perhaps
none could be so perfectly the conpanions and fell ows of the Son of
God through all the ages as those who know the |ight, because they
have dwelt in the darkness; who know the truth, because they have
been ensnared in the nmeshes of the fal se; and who can appreciate
| ove, because they have been in the far country, wasting their
substance in riotous living, but have been redeened by Hi s bl ood.

But what a wondrous destiny there is within our reach! One to
which the first-born sons of light mght aspire in vain! At the best
they can only be mnisters, flames of fire, hearts of |ove, excelling
in strength, hearkening to Hi s word. But we may be the FRI ENDS of
God; sons and daughters of the great King; nenbers of the body of
Christ; constituent parts of H's Bride, in her peerless beauty and
nmeet ness for her Spouse. As one wites such words as these, the brain
al nost reels beneath the conception that flashes before it of the
bl essedness which awaits us, both in this world, and in those ages
which rear their heads in the far distance, as lines on |ines of
snowy breakers rolling in froma sunlit sea.



Ch, FRIENDS OF GOD!' why do you not nmake nore of your
transcendent privileges? Wiy do you not talk to H mabout all that
wearies and worries you, as freely as Abrahamdid, telling H m about
your Ishmaels, your Lots, and H s dealings? Wiy do you not fall on
your faces while God talks with you (17:3)? Life should be one |ong
tal k between God and us. No day at |east should close w thout our
tal king over its history with our patient and | oving Lord; entering
into H's confessional; relieving our hearts of half their sorrow, and

all their bitterness, in the act of telling Hmall. And if only we
get | ow enough, and be still enough, we shall hear H's accents sweet
and thrilling, soft and | ow, opening depths which eye hath not seen

nor ear heard; but which He has prepared for those who | ove and wait
for Hm

There are, however, three conditions to be fulfilled by us if
we woul d enjoy this blessed friendship: SEPARATION, PURITY, and
OBEDI ENCE, each of which was set forth in the rite of circuntision,
whi ch was given to Abraham for hinself and his descendants at this
time.

Circuncti sion seens to have been in vogue anong the Egyptians
and ot her nations, even before it was taken up and adopted as the
seal of the sacred covenant between God and Abraham It existed
previously; but it had never borne the interpretation with which it
was now i nvested; just as the inmmersion of new disciples had been
| ong practised both by the Baptist and the Jews, before our Lord
appropriated it and gave it a significance which opened up in it
entirely fresh depths of neaning and beauty.

We are all of us nore or |ess dependent on outward synbol s
and signs; and Abraham and his children were no exception to this
rule; and it therefore seened good to God to carve in the flesh of
H s peopl e an unm st akabl e rem nder and sacranment of that holy
rel ationship into which they had entered. A simlar function, in the
Christian Church, is nmet by the ordi nances of Believers' Baptism and
the Lord' s Supper.

The rite of circuntision was rigorously naintai ned anongst
the children of Abraham Modses was not permitted to undertake his
life-work whilst his son was |l eft uncircuncised. Nor were the people
allowed to enter Canaan until they had rolled away the reproach of
Egypt, and had subnmitted to this rite on the threshold of the Land of
Prom se. The sanctity of the Sabbath m ght at any tinme be invaded,
rather than permt the eighth day of a child' s I[ife to pass w thout
the act of circuntision being perfornmed. It is said of the child
Jesus that "eight days were fulfilled for circuntising Hm (Luke
2:21 RV). Paul noted the fact that in his own life, according to
Jew sh usage, he was "circuntised the eighth day" (Philippians 3:5).
And no one coul d receive benefit through sin-offering or sacrifice
who had not passed through this initiatory rite. So strict was the
line of demarcation, that the Jew counted the uncircuntised as
uncl ean, and would not eat with themor go into their houses. It was
a form dabl e charge agai nst the Apostle Peter, on his return to
Jerusalemfromvisiting in the house of Cornelius, "Thou wentest in
to nmen uncircunci sed, and didst eat with them' (Acts 11:3).



It was concerning this matter that controversy waxed so warm
in the early Church. The Pharisee party were quite willing for
Gentiles to neet with themin Church fellowship, if they were
circuncised as Jews; but not otherw se. They went so far as to
affirm "Except ye be circuntised after the manner of Mses ye cannot
be saved" (Acts 15:1,24). And, not content with affirmng this in
Antioch and Jerusalem they sent their emi ssaries far and w de,
especially visiting the churches which had been recently founded by
the Apostle Paul's assiduous care, and insisting upon the
circunti sion of the new converts so soon as he had turned his back

There was no conpromnmi se possible in this matter; and both the Counci
at Jerusal em and the Apostle Paul, guided by the Spirit of God, nade
it abundantly clear, both by circular letter and epistle, that
circuncision was part of the tenmporary ritual of Judaism which was

destined to pass away. "If ye be circuntised, Christ shall profit you
nothing." "In the new man there is neither circuntision nor
unci rcuntision.” "In Christ Jesus neither circuncision availeth

anyt hi ng nor uncircunti sion, but a new creature"” (Gl atians 5:2;

Col ossians 3:11; Galatians 5:6, 6:15). And thus this danger was
averted fromthe Church, which had been in peril of becom ng a Jew sh
institution, a kind of inner circle of the Judaistic conmonweal th,

but whi ch henceforth becanme the common neeting-ground for all who

| oved, trusted, and obeyed the Lord Jesus in sincerity.

At the same tinme, as in so many other Jewish rites, there was
as inner spirit, which passed on into the Christian Church, and is
our heritage today. St. Paul, the deadly foe of the outward rite,
speaks of the spiritual circuntision, and says it is nade without
human hands, by the direct interposition of the Holy Spirit; and that
it consists in "the putting-off of the body of the sins of the flesh"
(Col ossians 2:11). On, blessed H gh Priest, this is what we need:
take the knife in hand; and, though it cost us blood, make haste to
set us free fromthe dom nion of evil, and to constitute us the true
circuncision: "For we are the circuntision, which worship God in the
Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh" (Philippians 3:3).

It is only in proportion as we know the spiritual neani ng of
circuntision that we can enter into the joyous appropriation of the
friendship of God. But if we are willing, our Lord and Savior is both
able and willing to effect in us this blessed spiritual result.

(1) SEPARATION. -- Abraham and his seed were marked out by
this rite as a separated people. And it is only as such that any of
us can be admitted into the friendship of God. Bl ood-sheddi ng and
death -- the cross and the grave -- must lie between us and our own
past life; yea, between us and all conmplicity with evil. The only
trysting place for Christ and H's followers is outside the canp,
where the ground is still freshly trodden by the feet of the exiled
Ki ng.

There are times when we may be expressly bidden to abide
where we were originally called of God; but this will be for special
pur poses of mnistry, and because the darkness needs light, and the
carcase requires salt. For the nost part the clarion note rings out
to all who are wishful to know the sweets of Divine fellowship: "Cone



out fromanmong them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father
unto you" "2_Corinthians 6:17-18).

This was the key to Abrahamis life; and is the inner neaning
of the rite of circunctision

(2) PURITY. -- "Putting off of the body of the flesh by the
circuncision of Christ (Colossians 2:11 RV). There is hardly a single
grace dearer to God than this -- to keep lily-white amid the defiling
at nosphere: to walk with unspotted garnents even in Sardis: to be as
sensitive to the taint of inpurity as the nost delicate nostril to an
evil odor. Ah, this is a condition of great price in the sight of
God, and one to which He unveils H nself. "Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8).

Purity can only be attained by the special grace of the Holy
Spirit; and by doing two things: first, by our turning instantly from
par agraphs in papers, or pictures on the walls, and all things else,
whi ch excite inpure inmaginations; secondly, by our seeking inmediate
forgi veness, when we are conscious of having yielded, even for a
nmonent, to the deadly and insidious fascinations of the flesh.

There are some who sigh after the white rose of chastity,
with a kind of despair that it should ever becone their own. They
forget that it is only possible to us by the grace of Christ, and
through the Holy Spirit; whose tenples we profess ourselves to be.
Let us trust Hmto keep His own property in the perfect |oveliness
of that purity and chastity which are so dear to God; this is the
circuntision of Christ.

(3) OBEDI ENCE. -- For Abrahamthis rite m ght have seened
| ess necessary than for sone in his canp. But no sooner was it
commanded than it was undergone. "In the sel f-sanme day was Abraham
circunti sed, and Ishmael his son." Does it not remnd us of H m who
said, "Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever | conmmand you"? | nstant
obedi ence to known duty is an indispensable condition of all intinmacy
with God: and if the duty be irksone and difficult, then renmenber to
claimall the nore of the Divine grace; for there is no duty, to
which we are called, for the discharge of which there is not strength
enough within reach, if only we will put forth our hands to take it.

We do not obey in order to becone friends; but having becone
friends we hasten to obey. Love is nore inexorable than |aw. And for
the Iove of Hmwho calls us by so dear a title, we are glad to
undert ake and acconplish what Sinai with all its thunders would fai
to nerve us to attenpt.

O the secrets which shall be reveal ed; of the delights which
shal | be experienced; of the blessings which shall accrue to ever
wi dening circles, through the friendship of one man with God -- we
have not space to speak. This, however, is true, that the soul |aughs
toitself (ver.17), not with incredulity, but with the uncontrollable
gl adness of consci ous acceptance and | ove.

@5



CHAPTER FI FTEEN
THE DI VI NE GUEST

"The LORD appeared unto Abrahamin the plains of Manre."
-- Cenesis 18:1.

VWhen, in the course of sonme royal progress, a sovereign deigns to
sojourn in the homestead of one of the subjects of his realm the
event becomes at once the thenme of chroniclers, and the famly

sel ected for so high an honor is held in deepened respect. But what
shall we say in the presence of such an episode as this -- in which
the God of heaven becane the guest of H s servant Abraham

There is no doubt as to the august character of one of the
three who, on that nenorable afternoon, when every living thing was
seeki ng shelter during the heat of the day, visited the tent of the
patriarch. In the first verse we are expressly told that Jehovah
appeared unto himin the plains of Manmre, as he sat in the tent door
in the heat of the day. And in the tenth verse there is the accent of
Deity, who alone can create life, and to whomnothing is too hard, in
the words of prom se which tell how certainly Sarah shoul d have a
son. And, besides, we are told that two angels cane to Sodom at even.
Evidently they were two of the three who had sat as Abraham s guests
beneath the tree which sheltered his tent in the blazing noon. But as
for the other, who throughout the wondrous hours had been the only
spokesman, His dignity is disclosed in the amazing col |l oquy which
took place on the heights of Manre, when Abraham stood yet before the
Lord, and pleaded with H mas the Judge of all the earth.

It was thus that the Son of God anticipated H s incarnation
and was found in fashion as a man before He becane flesh. He loved to
cone | NCOGNI TO into the hones of those He cherished as H s friends,
even before He cane across the slopes of AQivet to nmake H's home in
the favored cottage, where His spirit rested fromthe din of the
great city, and girded itself for the cross and the tonb. "He
rejoiced in the habitable part of the earth, and H s delights were
with the sons of nmen" (Proverbs 8:31).

It is very marvelous! W may well ask with deepest reverence
and awe the question of Sol onon, when he felt the utter inadequacy of
his splendid Tenple as the abode of the eternal God: "WIIl God in
very deed dwell on the earth? Behol d, heaven and the heaven of
heavens cannot contain Thee; how nmuch | ess this house that | have
builded!" (1_Kings 8:27 RV). But this question has been forever
settled by God Hinself, in the majestic words: "Thus saith the high
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose nane is Holy; | dwell
in the high and holy place; with himalso that is of a contrite and
hunbl e spirit, to revive the spirit of the hunble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones" (lsaiah 42:15). And the life of our
bl essed Master is a delightful comentary on these mghty
affirmations. He said to a publican, "Zaccheus, make haste and cone
down, for today | must abide at thy house.” He went to the hone of
Peter, and was mnistered to by one of the household, whom He had
raised fromthe gates of death. And after H's resurrection, He
entered the hunble | odgi ng of the two disciples in whose conpany He



had wal ked from Jerusal em seeking to dry their tears as they went.

Nor is this all. There is no heart so lowy but that He will
enter. There is no honme so hunble, but that He will nmake Hinself a
wel cone inmate. There is no table so poorly provided, but that He
will sit thereat, turning water into wine, multiplying the | oaves and
fishes, and converting the sinple nmeal into a sacranent. Wen seated
at neat with those He | oves, He still takes bread, and blesses it and
breaks, and gives to them (Luke 24:30). To each and all He says, as
He stands | aden with rainment, eyesalve, gold, and viands for the
evening neal: "Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear My voice, and open the door, | will come in to him and will sup
with him and he with Me" (Revel ation 3:20).

Abr aham evidently, at the outset, did not realize the ful
meani ng of the episode in which he was taking part. Even so do we
often fail to value aright characters with whomwe cone in contact.
It is only as they pass away fromus for ever, and we | ook back upon
them that we realize that we have been entertaining angel s unawares.
Let us so act always and everywhere, that as we review t he past we
may have nothing to regret; and may not have to reproach oursel ves
with having omtted to do sonmething or other, which we would have
inserted in our programme had we only realized our opportunities.

ABRAHAM TREATED H S VI SI TORS W TH TRUE EASTERN HOSPI TALI TY.
- -- He RANto neet them and bowed hinself toward the ground. He
proposed water for their feet, and rest for their tired franes,
beneat h the spreadi ng shadow. He started his wife to the i medi ate
kneadi ng of the meal for baking on the scorching stones. He ran to
choose his tenderest calf, refusing to delegate the work to another's
hand. He served his visitors hinself, and stood as a servant by their
side, under the tree, while they did eat. Christians have not much to
boast of -- and a good deal to learn -- as they consider the action
of this old-tine saint, and his dealings with the three strangers who
canme to his tent. The faith which he had towards God had a very
Wi nsone aspect towards nen. There was nothing in himwhich was
austere or forbidding; but nuch that was exceedingly |ovely, and
brimming with the m |k of hunman ki ndness.

MAY | T NOT BE THAT CHRI ST COVES TO US OFTEN IN THE GU SE OF A
STRANGER? -- But we are too busy, or too tired, or too nuch afraid of
maki ng a m stake; and, therefore, we either refuse Hi m altogether, or
we treat Hhmso badly that He passes unobserved away, to carry to
some one el se the blessing which He would have left with us had we
only shown oursel ves worthy.

Does He not test us thus? O course if He were to cone in H's
mani f est ed spl endor as the Son of the Highest, every one would
receive Hm and provide Hmwth sunptuous hospitality. But this
woul d not reveal our true character. And so He cones to us as a
wayfaring man, hungry and athirst; or as a stranger, naked and sick
Those that are akin to Hmw Il show H m mercy, in whatsoever
di sgui se He cones, though they recognize H mnot, and will be
surprised to learn that they ever mnistered to Hm Those, on the
ot her hand, who are not really H's, will fail to discern Hm wll
| et Himgo unhel ped away; and will wake up to find that "inasmuch as
they did it not to one of the | east of these, they did it not to H nf



(Mat t hew 25: 45).

There was rmuch truth in the sinplicity of the little German
| ad, who left the door open for the Lord to enter and sit with his
nmot her and hinself at their frugal supper-table; and who, as a beggar
stood within the portal, asking for alnms, remarked: "Perhaps the Lord
could not cone Hinself, and had therefore sent this poor man as H s
representative.”

BUT GOD NEVER LEAVES US IN HI' S DEBT. -- He takes care to pay
for Hs entertainnment, royally and divinely. He uses Peter's fishing
smack, and gives it back, nearly submerged by the weight of the fish
whi ch He had driven into the nets. He sits down with Hs friends to a
country marriage-feast, and pays for their sinple fare by jars
brimming with water turned to wine. He uses the five barley |oaves
and two small fishes; but He fills the lad with an anple neal. He
sends H's prophet to |l odge with a wi dow, and provi des neal and oi
for himand her for many days. And Abraham was no | oser by his ready
hospitality; for, as they sat at neat, the Lord foretold the birth of
Sarah's child: "I will certainly return unto thee; and Sarah thy wfe
shall have a son."

Sarah was sitting inside the flinsy curtain of camel's hair,
secl uded after the Eastern fashion for those of high rank; and as she
heard the words, she laughed within herself the laugh of incredulity.
That | augh was at once noticed by H m from whom not hi ng can be hid,
and whose eyes are as a flane of fire. "And the Lord said unto
Abraham Wierefore did Sarah | augh, saying, Shall | of a surety bear
a child, which amold? Is anything too hard for the Lord?" (Cenesis
28:13-14).

Wth strange sinplicity she answered through the curtain,
denyi ng that she had | aughed: for she was afraid. But her reply was
met by the stern and unconprom sing asseveration, which was
al together final, "Nay, but thou didst |augh." These were the only
audi bl e words whi ch we know to have passed between God and Abrahani s
wi fe; and they reveal the superficiality and unbelief of her nature.
But we nust not judge her too harshly, for she had not had the
opportunities of her husband. However, she seens to have been | ed by
these words into a true faith; for it is said, "By faith al so Sarah
hersel f received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a
child when she was past age, because she judged H mfaithful who had
prom sed" (Hebrews 11:11)

TH S IS THE TRUE LAWOF FAITH. -- Do not |ook at your faith
or at your feelings; but |ook away to the word of prom se, and, above
all, to the Prom ser. Study the punctuality of Hs orderings in the

starry firmament. Are planets ever overdue? or do the seasons forget
to revol ve? Consi der how accurately He has kept His word with the
nati ons of the past, whose ruined cities attest Hi s judgnments! Has He
ever failed to keep Hs word? Is there any concei vabl e reason why He
shoul d not keep it? Hi s power is omipotent; and would He ever have
pl edged H nself to do what He could not effect? "He is faithful that
prom sed." Look fromfaith to the prom se, and fromthe promse to
the Prom ser. And as we become consci ous of possessing the power of

vi sion whilst we | ook on any object to which we may direct our gaze,
so we shall becone conscious of the presence and growh of faith as



we | ook away to our faithful God.

"“1'S ANYTHI NG TOO HARD FOR THE LORD?" -- That is one of God's
unanswered questions. It has lain there for three thousand years,
perused by nyriads, answered by none; unless, indeed, those words of
Jerem ah are the only answer which nortal nen can give: "Ah, Lord
God" behol d, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great
power and stretched-out arm and there is nothing too hard for Thee"
(Jerem ah 32:17).

It may seemto you hard to the verge of inpossibility, that
ever God should keep his word, in the conversion of that friend for
whom you have a warrant to pray, according to 1_John 5:16. Hard to
vi ndi cate your character fromthe aspersions with which it is being
bef oul ed. Hard to keep your evil nature in the place of death; and to
cast down your evil inmaginings, bringing every thought into captivity
to the obedi ence of Christ. Hard to nmake you sweet and gentl e,
forgiving and loving. Hard to produce fromyou the fruits of a lovely
and holy nature. It may be hard; but it is not too hard for the Lord.
"Wth God all things are possible.” And, as Sarah found it, al
things are possible to those who believe.

The one thing that hinders God is our unbelief. Sarah mnust
bel i eve, and Abraham al so, ere the child of prom se could be born
And so nmust it be with us. As soon as we believe, then, according to
our faith it is done to us; yea, exceeding abundantly beyond all we
had asked or thought.

It may seem hard that the sins of a life should be forgiven;
but God will do it for any penitent and believing soul. "All that
believe in Christ are justified fromall things" (Acts 13:39). It may
seem hard that our naked souls should be attired in vestnents fit for
the royal palace; but it shall be so, if we have faith; for the
ri ght eousness of Christ is inputed and reckoned to all who believe
(Romans 3:22). It may seem hard that rebels should become children
yet this, too, shall be; for to themthat receive H mHe gives the
right to becone children of God (John 1:12).

You ask how to obtain this faith. Renmenber that faith is the
receptive attitude of the soul, begotten and naintai ned by the grace
of God. Christ is the Author and Finisher of faith; not only in the
abstract, but in the personal experience of the soul. Faith is the
gift of God. If, then, you would receive it, put your will on the
side of Christ; not a passing wish, but the whole will of your being:
will to believe patiently, persistently, yearningly; |et your eyes be
ever toward the Lord; study the prom ses of God; consider the nature
of God; be prepared to be rid of everything that grieves Hs Holy
Spirit; and it is as certain as the truth of Christ, that you wll
have begotten and maintained in you the faith that can nove
mount ai ns, and | augh at inpossibilities.

And to such faith God will cone, not as a passing wayfarer,
but to abide; to feast with the soul in holy strengthening
fellowship; to fill it with the true |aughter; and to | eave behi nd
prom ses soon to beconme acconplished facts. "Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them and they shall be
H s people, and God Hinself shall be with them and be their God"



(Revel ation 21:3).

@6
CHAPTER SI XTEEN
PLEADI NG FOR SCDOM

"And Abraham stood yet before the Lord; and Abraham
drew near." -- GCenesis 18:22-23.

As the day wore on, Abrahamis nysterious guests went off across the
hills towards Sodony and Abrahamwent with themto bring them on
their way. But all three did not reach the guilty city, over which

t he t hunder-cl ouds had al ready comrenced to gather. That evening two
angel s entered it alone. And where was their comnpani on? Ah! He had
stayed behind to talk yet further with His friend. Tradition stil
points out the spot on the hills at the head of a |ong steep ravine
| eadi ng down to the sullen waters of the Dead Sea where the Lord
tarried behind to tell Abrahamall that was in H's heart.

Wiy did not the Lord acconpany Hi s angel s down to Sodonf? WAs
it because vengeance is H's strange work, in which He can take no
pl easure? It surely befits the dignity of the sovereign Judge to
del egate to other hands the execution of H's decrees. "The Son of Mn
shall send forth H's angels, and they shall gather out of H s kingdom
all things that offend, and themthat do iniquity" (Matthew 13:41).

But there was a deeper reason still. Abrahamwas the "friend
of God"; and friendship constitutes a claimto be entrusted with
secrets hidden fromall beside. "The secret of the Lord is with them
that fear Hm" "Henceforth," said the Master to His disciples, "I
call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his |lord
doeth; but | have called you friends; for all things that | have
heard of My Father | have nmade known unto you" (John 15:15). If we
live near God, we shall have many things revealed to us which are
hi dden fromthe wi se and prudent. The Septuagi nt version has well
brought out the spirit of the Divine reverie, when it puts the
qguestion thus: "Shall | hide from Abraham M SERVANT, the thing
which | do"? The Lord does not hi ng which He does not first reveal to
H s holy servants and prophets.

But the words which follow point to a yet further reason for
the full disclosures that were made: "For | know him that he wll
command his children and his household after him and they shall keep
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgnent" (CGenesis 18:19). Was
there a fear | est Abraham and his children m ght doubt the justice of
the judgnment of God if the righteous were summarily cut off with the
wi cked; and if the cities of the plain were destroyed w thout a
revel ation of their sin on the one hand, and the display of the
Divine nercy on the other? Certainly it has placed the D vine
character in an altogether different light, in that we have been
permtted, in such a case as this, to understand sonme of the notives
whi ch have actuated God in H s goodness or severity. And though His
judgrments nust ever be a great deep, yet such a wondrous col |l oquy as
this shines above them as the rainbowtrenbles in its matchless



beauty over the steany depths of N agara's plunge.

(1) THE BURDEN OF THE DI VI NE ANNOUNCEMENT. -- "The cry of
Sodom and Gonorrah is great." \Wat narvel ous expression is this!
There, far down the valley, bathed in the radi ance of the westering
sun, lay the guilty cities, still and peaceful. No sound travelled to
the patriarch's ear, not even the roar which aeronauts detect in the
di zzy heights of air, through which they travel on their adventurous
way, passing mghty cities far beneath, which betray their existence
by their voice. Quiet though Sodom seemed in the far distance, and in
the hush of the closing day; yet to God there was a cry. The cry of
the earth conmpelled to carry such a scar. The cry of inaninmate
creation, groaning and travailing in pain. The cry of the oppressed,
the down-trodden -- the victinms of human violence and lust. The cry
of the maiden, the wife, and the child. These were the cries which
had entered into the ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth. And each sin
has a cry. "The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto M" And it
will go on crying; unless it is silenced by the yet greater voice of
the bl ood of Christ, "which speaketh better things."” And, if each sin
has a cry, what must not be the volune of sound for a life, and for a
city! Must not CGod still have to say of our great cities, one by one?
- -- "lts cry is great; and its sin is very grievous."

"I will go down now, and see." God always narrowy
i nvestigates the true condition of the case, before He awards or
executes H s sentences. He cones seeking fruit for three years,
before He gives the order for the cutting down of the tree that
cunbered the vineyard soil. He wal ks our streets day and night. He
patrol s our thoroughfares, marking everything, mssing nothing. He
gl i des unasked into our nost sacred privacy; for all things are naked
and open unto the eyes of Hmw th whomwe have to do. He is
prepared, nay, eager to give us the benefit of any excuse. But
flagrant sin, |ike that which broke out in Sodomthat very night, is
enough to settle for ever the fate of a Godl ess comunity when
standing at the bar of H mwho is Judge and Wtness both.

And if not, I will know "™ There was sonething very om nous in
all these words, which Abraham clearly understood to indicate the
approachi ng destruction of the place; for in his prayer he again and
again alludes to the inm nence of its doom "WIt Thou, also, destroy
the righteous with the w cked?" But what is there that God does not
know? "The darkness and the light are both alike to Hm" Yet He
says, "I will know " Yes, ungodly man who mayest read this page
remenber that from God no secrets can be hid. He will search out the
nost hi dden ram fications of thy sin; bringing themout before the
gaze of the universe; and justifying His righteous judgnments which He
wi |l not spare.

(2) THE | MPRESSI ON VWH CH THI S ANNOUNCEMENT MADE ON ABRAHAM S
M ND. -- So soon as the angels had gone on, |eaving Abraham al one
with the Lord, he was thoroughly aroused by the revel ati on whi ch had
br oken upon him and his mnd was filled with a tumult of enotion. He
hardl y dared expostul ate with God: what was he, but "dust and ashes"?
And yet he was inpelled to make sone attenpt to avert the doomthat
threatened the cities of the plain.

The notives that pronpted himwere twofold: (1) THERE WAS A



NATURAL ANXI ETY ABOQUT HI' S KI NSMAN, LOT. -- Twenty years had passed
since Lot had left him but he had never ceased to follow himw th
the nost tender affection. He could not forget that Lot was the son of
hi s dead brother Haran: or that he had been his ward; or that he had
braved the hardshi ps of the desert in his conpany. Al this had been
present to his mnd, when, a few years before, he had nade a heroic
effort to extricate himfromthe hands of Chedorlaonmer. And now the
strong i npul se of natural affection stirred himto nmake one strenuous
effort to save Sodom |est his nephew nmight be overwhelned in its
overthrow. Real religion tends not to destroy, but to fulfill all the
i mpul ses of true natural |ove.

(2) THERE WAS ALSO A FEAR LEST THE TOTAL DESTRUCTI ON OF THE
CITIES OF THE PLAIN M GHT PREJUDI CE THE CHARACTER OF GOD I N THE M NDS
OF THE NEI GHBORI NG PECPLES. -- Abraham did not deny that the fate
whi ch was about to overtake them was deserved by many of the people
of that enervating and | uxuriant valley: but he could not bring his
m nd to suppose that the whole of the popul ati on was equal |y debased,;
and he feared that if all were summarily swept away, the surroundi ng
nati ons woul d have a handl e of reproach against the justice of his
God, and woul d accuse H m of unrighteousness, inasmuch as He
destroyed the righteous with the w cked

The character of God has ever been dear to his true-hearted
servants of every age. Mbses was prepared to forego the honor of
bei ng the ancestor of the chosen people, rather than that the nations
whi ch had heard of the Divine fame should be able to say that God was
not able to bring theminto the Land of Prom se. [See Exodus 32:10,
Nunbers 14:12.] And when the nmen of Israel fled before Al, Joshua
and the el ders appear to have thought |ess of the danger of the
i Mmediate rising to cut themoff than of what God would do for Hi s
great name. Oh for nore of this chivalrous devotion to the interests
and glory of our God! Wuld that we were so absorbed in all that
touches the honor of the Divine name anpngst nen, that this mght be
the suprene elenment in our anxiety, as we view the drift of human
opi nion concerning the enactnments of Divine providence!

This passion for the glory of God burnt with a clear strong
flame in Abrahamis heart; and it was out of this that there arose his
wondr ous i ntercession. And when we becone as closely identified with
the interests of God as he was, we shall come to feel as he did; and
shal | be eager that the Divine character should be vindi cated anongst
the children of nen; content, if need be, to lie dying in the ditch
so long as we can hear the shouts of triunph am d which our King
ri des over us to victory.

(3) THE ELEMENTS I N ABRAHAM S | NTERCESSI ON. -- | T WAS LONELY
PRAYER -- He waited till on all that w de plateau, and beneath those
arching skies, there was no living nman to overhear this nmarvel ous
out pouring of a soul overcharged, as are the pools, when, after the
rains of spring, they overflow their banks. "He stood before the
Lord." It is fatal to all the intensest, strongest devotion to pray
al ways in the presence of another, even the dearest. Every saint
must have a cl oset, of which he can shut the door, and in which he
can pray to the Father which is in secret. This "closet” may be the
nmount ai ns, or the woods, or the sounding shore; but it must be
sonmewhere. Pitiable is the one who cannot -- miserable the one who



dare not -- neet God face to face, and talk with Hmof H s ways, and
pl ead for his fellows.

"For what are nen better than sheep or goats,

That nourish a blind life within the brain,

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer

Both for thensel ves and those who call themfriend."

I T WAS PROLONGED PRAYER. -- "Abraham stood yet before the
Lord." The story takes but a few nonents to read; but the scene may
have | asted for the space of hours. W cannot clinb the nore el evated
pi nnacl es of prayer in a hasty rush. They denand patience, toil
prol onged endeavor, ere the |ower slopes can be left, and the
br oodi ng cl oud-1ine passed, and the aspiring soul can reach that
cleft in the nountain side, where Mses stood beneath the shadow of
God's hand. O course, our God is ever on the alert to hear and
answer those prayers which, like m nute-guns, we fire through the
live-long day; but we cannot maintain this posture of ejaculatory
prayer unless we cultivate the prol onged occasi ons. How rmuch we mi ss
because we do not wait before God! W do not give the sun a chance to
thaw us. W do not |inger |ong enough upon the quay to see the
vessel s return freighted with the answers we had been praying for. If
only we had remai ned | onger at the pal ace door, we m ght have seen
the King cone out with a benediction in Hs face and a largess in H's
hands.

I T WAS VERY HUMBLE PRAYER -- "Behold, now, | have taken upon
me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes.” "Ch |let not
the Lord be angry, and I will speak."” "Behold, | have taken upon ne
to speak unto the Lord." "Ch let not the Lord be angry, and I will
speak yet but this once.” The nearer we get to God, the nore
consci ous are we of our unworthiness; just as the higher a bird flies
in md-heaven, the deeper will be the reflection of its snowy pinions
in the placid nere beneath. Let the glowwormvie with the neridian
sun; let the dewdrop boast itself against the fullness of the ocean
bed; let the babe vaunt its knowl edge with the intelligence of a
seraph -- before the man who lives in touch with God shall think of
taki ng any other position than that of lowiest humliation and
prostration in Hs presence. Before H mangels veil their faces, and
t he heavens are not clean in His sight. And is it not remarkabl e that
our sense of weakness is one of our strongest clainms and argunents
with God? "He forgetteth not the cry of the hunble.” "To that man
will I look who trenbleth.”

TH S PRAYER WAS BASED ON A BELI EF THAT gOD POSSESSED THE SAME
MORAL | NTUI TIONS AS HI MSELF. -- "WIt Thou destroy the righteous with
the wi cked? That be far from Thee that the righteous should be as the
wi cked!" "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" There is
an infinite interest inthis. It is as if the patriarch | ooked up
fromthe clear depths of his own integrity into the azure hei ghts of
the Divine Being, and saw there enthroned a noral nature, at |east as
upright, fair, and true as his own; and to that he made his appeal
sure of a favorable response.

It was as if he had said: "Alm ghty God, | could not think it
right to destroy the righteous with the wicked; and I am sure that
any nunber of righteous nmen would shrink fromdoing so. And if this



is binding on man, of course it nmust be nmuch nore binding on Thee,
because Thou art the Judge of all the earth.” And God was not angry;

i ndeed He assented to Abrahanmis plea. And may we not go further, and
say? -- that though God may act in ways above our reason, yet He will
not contradict those instincts of the noral sense which He has pl aced
within our hearts. And if at tinmes He seemto do so, it is because we
have fal sely conceived of Hi s dealings, and put an erroneous

i nterpretati on upon them

It was a cherished notto of bygone days that "the king could
do no wong." "Alas! it was a vain dream But what was untrue of the
Stuarts is literally true of the Eternal God. He cannot outrage the
noral nature in man, which is made in the |ikeness of H s own. Let us
possess our souls in patience, sure that any appearances to the
contrary are msts generated by our own evil natures or limted
intelligence, and will be swept away from obscuring that everlasting
ri ght eousness which i s steadfast and changel ess as the great
nount ai ns.

TH S PRAYER WAS PERSEVERI NG -- SI X TIMES Abrahamreturned to
the charge, and as each petition was granted, his faith and courage
grew, and, finding he had struck a right vein, he worked it again,
and yet again. It |ooks at first sight as if he forced God back from
point to point, and wung his petitions froman unwilling hand. But
this is a mstake. In point of fact, GOD WAS DRAWNG HHM ON, and if
he had dared to ask at first what he asked at the |ast, he would have
got nore than all that he asked or thought at the very comrencenent
of his intercession. This was the tinme of his education. He did not
| earn the vast extent of God's righteousness and nercy all at once;
he clinbed the dizzy heights step by step; and, as he gai ned each
step, he was inspired to dare another. What a pity that he stopped at
ten! There is no knowi ng what he m ght have reached, had he gone on
As it was, the Almghty was obliged, by the demands of H's own
nature, to exceed the limts placed by Abraham in bringing out of
Sodom the only persons that could, by any possibility, be accounted
"righteous."

It is so that God educates us still. In ever-w dening
circles, He tenpts his newfledged eaglets to try the sustaining
elasticity of the air. He forces us to ask one thing; and then
anot her, and yet another. And when we have asked our utnost, there
are al ways unexpl ored remai nders behi nd; and He does exceeding
abundantly above all. There were not ten righteous nen in Sodom but
Lot and his wife, and his two daughters, were saved, though three of
them were deeply infected with the noral contagion of the place. And
God' s righteousness was clearly established and vindicated in the
eyes of the surroundi ng peopl es.

In closing, we remark ONE OF THE GREAT PRI NCI PLES I N THE
DI VI NE GOVERNVENT OF THE WORLD. -- A whole city had been spared, if
ten righteous nen had been found within its walls. Ungodly nmen little
realize how nuch they owe to the presence of the children of God in
their mdst. Long ere now had the floods of deserved wrath swept them
all away; but judgment has been restrained, because God could not do
anything while the righteous were found anongst them The inpatient
servants have often asked if they should not gather out the tares.
But the answer of the righteous Lord has ever been: "Nay, lest while



ye gather up the tares, ye root up the wheat also with them" Ah, how
l[ittle the world realizes the debt it owes to its saints, the salt to
stay its corruption, the light to arrest the re-institution of the
rei gn of chaos and night! W cannot but yearn over the world, as it
rolls onits way towards its sad dark doom Let us plead for it from
t he hei ghts above Manre. And may we and our bel oved ones be | ed out
fromit into safety, ere the |ast plagues break full upon it in

i nevitabl e destruction!

av

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

ANGEL WORK | N A BAD TOW
(GENESI S 19)

The waters of the Dead Sea ripple over a part of the site where once
stood the cities of the plain, with their busy stir of life, and

t hought, and trade. But all the sounds of human joy, sorrow, or

i ndustry. the tread of the soldier, the call of the herdsman, the
mur mur of the market, the voices of little children playing in the
open spaces -- ALL are hushed in that awful solitude, the aspect of
which is a striking testinony to the truth of the inspired Wrd

Enmbosomed i n gaunt nountains, the Dead Sea lies thirteen
hundred feet below the | evel of the Mediterranean Sea. So weird and
desolate is the scene, that it was |ong believed that no birds would
fly across the sullen waters; no shells Iine the strand; no trace of
living verdure is found al ong the shores: but, strewn along the
desolate margin lie trunks and branches of trees, torn fromthe
thickets of the river jungle by the violence of the Jordan, borne
rapidly into the Sea of Sodom and cast up again fromits depths,
encrusted with the salt which nakes those waters utterly unfit to
drink. And as the traveller wanders around the spot, he is
irresistibly rem nded of the tine, when "the Lord rained upon Sodom
and upon CGonorrah brinstone and fire fromthe Lord out of heaven; and
He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants
of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground."

THE REASONS WHI CH JUSTI FI ED THI S SUPREME ACT OF DESTRUCTI ON:

(1) I'T WAS A MERCI FUL WARNI NG TO THE REST OF MANKIND. -- The
| esson of the Flood had well-nigh faded fromthe nenory of man; and,
heedl ess of all restraint, the human famly had made terrible
advances in the course of open shaneless vice -- so much so that
there seened an i nm nent danger of nen repeating the abom nabl e
crimes that had opened the sluices of the Deluge. It was surely,
therefore, wise and nmerciful to set up a warning, which told its own
terrible story, and rem nded transgressors that there were limts
beyond whi ch the Judge of all the earth would not permt themto go.

It is true that the visitation, if it tenmporarily alarmed the
nati ons of the inmredi ate nei ghborhood, did not prevent them from
reaching a sinmlar excess of imorality some centuries later, or from
incurring at the edge of Joshua's sword the doom which heaven's fire



had executed on their neighbors in the Jordan plain. Still, God's
war ni ngs have a nerciful intention, even where they are unheeded; and
this Sodom cat astrophe has been well said to belong to that class of
terrors in which a wise nman will trace "the |oving-kindness of the
Lord. "

(2) MOREOVER, IN TH' S TERRI BLE ACT THE ALM GHTY SI MPLY
HASTENED THE RESULT OF THEI R OMN ACTI ONS. -- Nations are not
destroyed until they are rotten at the core; as the north-east w nd
whi ch snaps the forest trees only hastens the result for which the
borer-worm had al ready prepared. It would have been clear to any
t hought ful observer who had ventured out after dark in Sodomthat it
must inevitably fall. Unnatural crinme had al ready eaten out the
nati onal heart, and, in the ordinary course of events, utter collapse
could not be | ong del ayed.

G into the tents of Abraham and you find sinplicity;
hospitality; the graces of a truly noble character, which guarantee
the perpetuity of his nane, and the glorious future of his children.
Now go to Sodom and in that sultry climate you find a popul ati on
enervated with [uxury; debased by cowardly subm ssion to a foreign
tyrant; cankered to the core with vice; not ten righteous nen anong
themall; whilst the purity and sanctity of home are idle words. Al
t hese synptons prognosticate, with prophetic voice, that their
"sentence lingereth not, and their destruction slunbereth not."

Thi s suggests a solemn | esson for ourselves. The tide of
enpire has ever set westwards. India, Babylon, Egypt, G eece, and
Rone, have successively w el ded suprenme power, and sunk into
oblivion. Shall it depart fromBritain, as it has departed fromthe
rest? It need not do so. Yet, as we remark the increase of
extravagance and | uxury; the reckless expenditure on pleasure; the
shanel ess vice that flaunts itself in our streets; the adul ation of
weal th, the devotion to ganbling | axness of the marriage tie -- we
may well entertain the darkest fears about the future of our
fatherland. The only hope for us is based on the inportant part which
we are called to play in facilitating the evangelization of the
world. Should we once fail in this -- or should we send out nore
opi um chests than Bibles, nore spirit-sellers than m ssionaries --
not hi ng can avert our fall.

(3) BESIDES, TH S OVERTHROW ONLY HAPPENED AFTER CAREFUL
| NVESTI GATION. -- "I will go down now and see." Beneath these sinple
words we catch a glinpse of one of the nobst sacred principles of
Di vine action. God does not act hastily, nor upon hearsay evidence;
He must see for Hinself if there may not be sone nmitigating or
extenuating circunstances. It was only after He had cone to the
fig-tree for many years, seeking fruit in vain, that He said, "Cut it
down: why cunbereth it the ground?” And this deliberation is
characteristic of God. He is unwilling that any should perish. He is
slow to anger. Judgnent is Hs strange work. He tells us that sone
day, when we cone to look into H s doings, we shall be conforted
concerning many of the evils which He has brought on the world,
because we shall know that He has not done W THOUT CAUSE all that He
has done (Ezekiel 14:23).

(4) THERE IS THI S CONSI DERATI ON ALSO -- THAT, DURI NG THE



DELAY, MANY A WARNI NG WAS SENT. -- First, there was the conquest by
Chedor | aoner, sonme twenty years before the time of which we wite.
Then there was the presence of Lot, which, indeed, was enfeebled by
his inconsistencies, but was yet a protest on the behal f of

ri ghteousness (2_Peter 2:7-8). Finally, there was the deliverance and
restoration by the energetic interposition of Abraham Again and
agai n had God warned the nen of these cities of their inevitable
doom if they did not repent. To use Hi s own expressive words, He
"rose up early" to send H s nessengers; but the people would not

hear .

Nor is H s usage different in the case of individuals. The
course of every sin is against a succession of nmenacing red |lights
and expl oding fog signals, warning of danger if that course be
pursued. Just as the quivering of the nerves tells when the systemis
overstrai ned, and demands inmediate rest at the risk of certain
paralysis, if that warning be disregarded; so has God arranged that
no downward step can be taken, wi thout setting going vast nunbers of
shrill bells that tell of danger ahead. Transgressor! the signals are
al | against thee.

To regard these alarmtokens is to be saved. To disregard

them persevering in spite of all, is to deaden the soul and harden
the heart, and run the risk of blaspheny against the Holy Ghost. For
t hat unpardonable sin is not an act, but a state -- the condition of

the soul that does not, and cannot, feel; that is utterly insensible
and careless of its state; that drifts heedless to its doom and is
not forgiven, sinply because it does not admit or feel its need of
forgiveness, and, therefore, does not ask for it.

(5 IT IS WRTHY OF NOTI CE THAT GOD SAVED ALL WHOM HE COULD.
- -- Lot was a sorry weck of a noble beginning. Wien he started forth,
as Abraham s conpanion from U, he gave promse of alife of quite
unusual power and fruit. But he was one of those characters which
cannot stand success. There is no tenptation nore insidious or
perilous than that. The Enchanted G ound is nore to be dreaded than
t he open assaults of Apollyon. Mre are ruined by the deceitful ness
of riches than by the cares of life.

VWhen first Lot went down to Sodom attracted by the sole
consideration of its pastures, it was no doubt his intention to keep
al oof fromits people, and to live outside its walls. But the noth
cannot with inmpunity flutter about the flame. By and by he abandoned
the tent Iife altogether, and took a house inside the city. At |ast
he betrothed his daughters to native Sodomites, and sat in its
gateway as one of its aldernen. He was given to hospitality; but in
t he proposal s by which he endeavored to vindicate its exercise, he
proved how the air of Sodom had taken the bloomoff his purity. He
was with difficulty dragged out of Sodom as a brand plucked fromthe
burni ng; and over the closing scenes of his life it is decent to draw
a veil. And yet such a weck was saved

Nor was he saved al one; but his wife also, who did not take
many steps outside the city, before, by |ooking back, with a mxture
of di sobedi ence and regret, she showed herself utterly hopel ess; and
her two daughters, whose nanes are branded with eternal infamy. If
God was so careful to secure their safety, how bad nust those have



been whom He left to their fatel Is it not clear that He saved al

who at all cane within the range of nercy's possibilities? There will
not be one soul anongst the |ost who had the faintest claimto be
anong the saved; and there will be a great nmany anpong the saved whose
presence there will be a very great surprise to us. "They shall cone
fromthe east and west... but the children of the kingdom shall be
cast out."

THE MOTI VES OF THE ANGELS VISIT. -- These were three

(1) THE PROXI MATE, OR NEAREST CAUSE WAS THEI R OMN LOVE TO
MAN. -- The angels |ove us. Though they know that we are destined to
a dignity before which that of the |oftiest seraphs nmust pale, no
envy eats out the pure benevol ence which throbs within their holy
spirits. It is enough that God has willed it so, and that we are dear
to their sweet Master, Christ. It is then no hardship for themto
| eave "their golden bowers,"” or "cleave the flitting skies,” that
they may cone and hasten lingerers to repentance. If there were any
hardship, it would be in their mssion to destroy.

(2) THE EFFI Cl ENT CAUSE WAS ABRAHAM S PRAYER -- "And it came
to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God
remenbered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow'
(CGenesis 19:29). Pray on, beloved reader, pray on for that dear one
far away in the mdst of a very Sodomof iniquity. It may seem
i npossible for you to go down into it for his rescue, or to help him
in any other way; but, in answer to your prayer, God will send H's
angel s to that ship laboring in md-ocean; into that |og-house in the
Canadi an clearing, or that shanty by an African di anond m ne; or away
to that abode dedicated to vice or drink. God' s angels go everywhere.
A Sodom cannot hold its victins back fromtheir touch, any nore than
their bright presences can be soiled by the polluting atnosphere
t hrough whi ch they pass. Wilst you are praying, CGod' s angels are on
their way to performyour desire, albeit that their progress may be
hi ndered by causes hidden from our ken (see Daniel 10:12).

(3) BUT THE ULTI MATE CAUSE WAS GOD'S MERCY. -- "The Lord
being nmerciful to him" Mercy: that is the last link in the chain. Is
it not the staple in the wall? There is nothing beyond it. The
Apostl e hinself cannot allege a nore conprehensive or satisfactory
reason for his position in the sunlit circle of salvation than this:
"I obtained nercy." "By the grace of God, I amwhat | am" And this
shal |l be our thene al so through that eternity whose day-star has
al ready arisen in our hearts.

It seens marvel ous that God should enpl oy sons of nen to win
men to Hinsel f. Surely angels could do it better! Nay, did they not
save Lot with a pertinacity, and a holy ingenuity, which are full of
teaching and stinulus to ourselves, as workers for the Lord? The
world is full of Sodons still; and Lots, whom we have known and | oved
or who have a claimon us, are sitting at their gates. Ch, why are we
behi nd the angel s in eagerness to pluck themas brands fromthe
burni ng? Bright spirits, ye shall read us sone holy lessons as to
met hods of Christian work; and we will try and enul ate you -- |est
the tine should conme when we shall be dism ssed fromour posts; and
heaven's doors flung wi de open each dawn to [ et out your rejoicing
crowmds, to take our place in class, or pulpit, or squalid court!



THE ANGELS VWENT TO WHERE LOT WAS. -- "There canme two angels
to Sodom at even." What! did angels go to Sodon? Yes, to Sodom -- and
yet angels. And as a ray of light may pass through the fetid
at nosphere of sone squalid court, and emerge without a stain on its
pure texture, so may angels spend a night in Sodom surrounded by
crowds of sinners, and yet be untainted angel still. If you go to
Sodom for your gains, as Lot did, you will soon show signs of nora
pollution. But if you go to save nen, as these angels did, you may go
into a very hell of evil, where the air is laden with inmpurity and
bl aspheny, but you will not be befouled. No grain of nmud shall stick
"No weapon that is forned agai nst thee shall prosper; and every
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgnent thou shalt condemm”
(lIsaiah 54:17).

This is the spirit of Christ's CGospel. "He goeth after that
which is lost till He find it." "He put forth Hs hand and touched
hi ni (Luke 15:4; Matthew 8:3). W nmust not wait for sinners to cone
to us; we nmust go to them-- to the banks of the stream where the
fish hide in the dark, cool depths; to the highways of the town,
where men congregate; to public-houses, nusic-halls, stews of crineg,
and honmes of poverty; yea, and to the nost distant parts of the world
- -- wherever nen are found we nmust go to them to preach the Gospel
The nmost unlikely places will yield Lots, who would have died in
their sins, if they had not been sought out.

THEY WERE CONTENT TO WORK FOR VERY FEW -- Special val ue
attaches to hand-picked fruit. Too often we, in our ignorance, prefer
to go into the orchard and shake down fromthe trees the abundant
crop, until the ground far and near is littered with fruit. But we
forget how nuch waste there is in the process; and how nuch of the
crop becones bruised: whilst some is torn prematurely fromthe parent
bough.

So far as we can gather, all our Lord' s choicest followers
were the result of His personal mnistry. To one and another He said,
"Follow Me!" His |life was full of personal interviews. He sought out
i ndi vi dual souls (Matthew 4:19,21; 9:9; Luke 19:5). He would spend
much tine and thought to win one solitary woman, her character none
too good (John 4). He believed in going after one sheep that was
lost. And the steadfastness of their characters vindicated H's
nmethods. And it is nost beautiful to trace the same characteristic in
the Apostle Paul, who says that he "warned every man, and taught
every man, that he might present every man perfect in Christ Jesus"
(Col ossi ans 1:28).

It is a question whether nore men are not saved by i ndividua
appeal than by all our preaching. It is not the sernon which w ns
them but the quiet talk with a worker at an after-neeting, or the
letter of a parent, or the words of a friend. When Christ said,
"Preach the Gospel to every creature,"” did He not suggest that we
were to set ourselves to the work of |eaving the procl amati on of
heaven's | ove at every door, and to every child of Adam throughout
t he worl d?

W& never know what we do when we win one soul for God. Is not
the follow ng instance, culled fromthe biography of James Brainerd



Taylor -- called hone to God too early, and yet not before he had won
hundreds of souls by his personal appeals -- a fair specinen of
nyri ads nore?

On one occasion he reined up his horse to drink at a roadside
wel | . Anot her horserman at the sane nonent did the sane. The servant
of God, as the horses were eagerly quenching their thirst, turned to
t he stranger, and spoke some burni ng words concerning the duty and
honor of Christian discipleship. In a nonment nore they had parted,
and were riding in different directions. But the word of God remai ned
as incorruptible seed, and led to the conversion of that wayside
hearer. He becane a Christian and a missionary. Often he wondered who
had been the instrument of his conversion, and sought for himin
vain. But he did not succeed in identifying himtill years after
when, in a packet of books, sent himfromhis native | and, he opened
the story of that devoted life, and in the frontispi ece beheld the
face whi ch had haunted him in sleeping and waki ng hours, ever since
that slight but nenorable interview.

It has been said that the true nethod of soul-winning is to
set the heart on sone one soul; and to pursue it, until it has either
definitely accepted, or finally rejected, the Gospel of the grace of
God. W should not hear so many cries for |arger spheres, if
Christians only realized the possibilities of the hunblest life.
Christ found work enough in a village to keep Hmthere for thirty
years. Philip was torn fromthe great revival in Samaria to go into
the desert to win one seeker after God.

Have you ever spoken to your servant, your shoebl ack, your
post man, your conpani on, your neighbor? Ah, it would not take long to
evangel i ze the world, if every man woul d teach his nei ghbor, and
every man his brother, saying "Know the Lord!"

THEY TOLD LOT PLAINLY OF H S DANGER. -- "Hast thou here any
besides? ...bring themout of this place: for we will destroy this
pl ace, because the cry of themin waxen great before the face of the
Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it" (CGenesis 19:12-13). W
are rather squeam sh nowadays of talking to men thus. We have |ined
our lips with velvet. W aimto be gentler than Christ. He dod not
hesitate to speak of an undying worm and a quenchl ess flane. The
gnashing of teeth; the wail of despair; the knock to which no door
woul d open -- were argunments which cane nore than once fromHi s |ips.
(See Matthew 8:12, 13:42,50, 22:13, 24:51, 25:10-12,30; Mark 9:43-48;
Luke 13:25-28). He evidently taught as if nmen mght make a m st ake
whi ch they could not possibly repair. If certain elenents are wanting
in food, the children will grow up bonel ess and unhealthy; and if we
do not take care, the deficiency of our nodern teaching will have
di sastrous results. Wether we talk about it or not, it is yet as
true as the nature of God, that those who obey not the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ "shall be punished with everlasting destruction
fromthe presence of the Lord, and fromthe glory of H's power"
(2_Thessalonians 1:9). And "if we sin willfully after that we have
recei ved the know edge of the truth, there remaineth no nore
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful |ooking-for of judgnent and
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries" (Hebrews
10: 26- 27) .



It may be that the day of grace is nearer to its close than
we think. The clock of destiny may have struck; the aval anche may
have commenced to roll forward its overwhel m ng mass; whilst the
storm cl ouds may brood heavily over a godl ess age, for which, in the
Day of Judgment, it shall be worse than for Sodom and Gonorrah. There
may be nothing to portend this nonmentous fact. "The sun was risen
upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar." Nature keeps God's
secrets well. No portent in heaven, no driving up of the cloud-wack
in the clouds, no trenmor on earth; but the axe suddenly driven hone
to the heart of the dooned tree. Escape, mny reader, for thy life;
| ook not behind thee, neither stay thou anywhere short of the cleft
side of Jesus, where only we may hide fromthe just judgnent of sin.
Rest not till thou hast put the Lord Jesus between thyself and the
footsteps of pursuing justice.

THEY HASTENED HHM -- "Wen the norning arose, then the
angel s hastened Lot" (19:15). They had been reluctant to stay in his
house, unlike the alacrity with which they accepted Abrahani s
hospitality; and they spent the short sultry night in urging on Lot
the certainty and terror of the approaching destruction. So much so
that they actually got himto go to arouse his sons-in-law. But an
i nconsistent life cannot arrest the wanderer, or startle the sleeper
into wi de- awakeness about his soul. People say that we nmust conforma
little to the manners of our tine, if we would exert a saving
i nfluence over nen. It is a fatal mistake. If we live in Sodom we
shal | have no power to save the people of Sodom You nust stand
outside of them if you would save themfromthe gurgling rapids.
Yes, dwellers in Sodom you cannot |evel Sodomup; but it will
certainly level you down, and | augh at you, when you try to speak
"He seened as one that nocked unto his sons-in-law"

But when he canme back from his ineffectual m ssion, Lot
seened i nfected by the scepticismwhich had ridicul ed his warnings.
"He |ingered."” How could he I eave his children, and househol d goods,
and property, on what seened to be a fool's errand? Surely all things
woul d continue as they had been fromthe begi nning of the world. "And
while he lingered, the nen laid hold upon his hand."

It was hand-help. It was the urgency of a |love that would
take no denial. The two angels had but four hands, but each hand was
full, and each cl asped the hand of a procrastinating sinner. Wuld
that we knew nmore fully this divine enthusiasm which pulls nen out
of the fire! (Jude 23).

Nor were they satisfied, till their _proteges_ were safe
outside the city; and were speeding towards the ranpart of the
distant hills. So Lot was saved fromthe overthrow But though he was
sent out of Sodom he took Sodomwi th him and over the remai nder of
his history we nust draw a veil. Still, it is a marvel ous testinony
to the power of intercessory prayer, to learn that a nman so low in
the noral scale, together with his daughters, was saved for Abrahanis
sake; and if he had finally settled at the little city of Zoar, that
too woul d have been spared for his sake.

Let us hasten sinners. Let us say to each one: "Escape for
thy life; better lose all than | ose your soul. Look not behind to
past attainments or failures. Linger nowhere outside the Gty of



Ref uge, which is Jesus Christ Hinself. Haste ye! habits of indecision
strengt hen; opportunities are closing in; the arrow of destruction
has already |left the bow of justice: "behold, nowis the accepted
time: behold, nowis the day of salvation.”

@8
CHAPTER EI GHTEEN
A BIT OF THE OLD NATURE

"Then Abi nel ech call ed Abraham and said unto him Wat

hast thou done unto us? and what have | offended thee,

and thou hast brought on ne and on ny ki ngdoma great sin?"
--Cenesi s 20:9.

For long years an evil may lurk in our hearts, permtted and
unj udged, breeding failure and sorrow in our |lives, as sone unnoticed
and forgotten sewer may secretly underm ne the health of an entire
household. In the twilight we overl ook many a thing which we should
not allow for a single nonent if we saw it inits true character; and
which, amd the all-revealing |light of the perfect day, we should be
the first to fling away in horror. But that which escapes our ken is
patent in all its naked deformty to the eye of God. "The darkness
and the light are both alike to Hm" And He will so direct the
di scipline of our lives as to set in clear prom nence the deadly evil
whi ch He hates; so that, when He has laid bare the cancerous grow h,
He may bring us to long for and invite the knife which shall set us
free fromit for ever.

These words have been suggested by the thirteenth verse of
this chapter, which indicates an evil conpact, into which Abraham had
entered with Sarah sone thirty years before the time of which we
wite. Addressing the king of the Philistines, the patriarch let fal
a hint which sheds a startling Iight upon his failure, when first he
entered the Land of Promi se, and, under stress of fam ne, went down
into Egypt; and upon that repetition of his failure which we nmust now
consider. Here is what he said: "And it cane to pass, when God caused
me to wander fromny father's house, that | said unto ny wife, This
is thy kindness which thou shalt show unto nme; at every place whither
we shall cone, say of me, He is ny brother."

In a certain sense, no doubt, Sarah was his sister. She was
t he daughter of his father, though not the daughter of his nother
But she was nmuch nore his wife than his sister; and to w thhold that
fact was to withhold the one fact that was essential to the
mai nt enance of his honor, and the protection of her virtue. W are
not bound to tell the whole truth to gratify an idle curiosity; but
we are bound not to withhold the one item which another shoul d know
before conpleting a bargain, if the know edge of it would materially
alter the result. Alie consists in the notive quite as nuch as in
the actual words. W may unwittingly say that which is actually
fal se, meaning above all things to speak the truth, and, though a lie
in form thereis nolie in fact. On the other hand, |ike Abraham we
may utter true words, meaning themto convey a deliberate and
shanef ul fal sehood.



This secret conpact between Abraham and his wife, in the
earliest days of his exodus, was due to his slender faith in God's
power to take care of them which again sprang fromhis limted
experience of his Almghty Friend. In this we may find its sole
excuse. But it ought long before this to have been cancell ed by
mut ual consent. The faithless treaty should have been torn into
shreds, and scattered to the wi nds of heaven. It was not enough that
they did not act on it for many years; for it was evidently still in
exi stence, tacitly admtted by each of them and only waiting for an
energency to arise fromthe dusty obscurity into which it had
receded, and to cone again into |light and use.

But the existence of this hidden understandi ng, though
per haps Abraham did not realize it, was inconsistent with the
relation into which he had now entered with God. It was altogether a
source of weakness and failure. And, above all, it was a secret flaw
in his faith, which would inevitably affect its tone, and destroy its
effectiveness in the dark trials which were approaching. God could
afford to pass it over in those early days, when faith itself was yet
in germ but it could not be permtted, when that faith was reaching
to a maturity in which any flaw would be instantly detected; and it
woul d be an unsuitable exanple in one who was to becone the nodel of
faith to the world.

The judgnent and eradication of this lurking evil were
t heref ore necessary, and were brought about in this w se.

The day before Sodomis fall, the Almghty told Abrahamthat,
at a set time in the follow ng year, he should have a son and heir.
And we shoul d have expected that he woul d have spent the sl ow novi ng
nmont hs beneath the oak of Manre, already hall owed by so many
associ ati ons. But such was not the case. It has been suggested that
he was too horrified at the overthrow of the cities of the plain, to
be able to remain any longer in the vicinity. Al further association
with the spot was distasteful to him O it nmay have been that
anot her fam ne was threatening. But in any case "he journeyed from
hence towards the south country, and dwel |l ed between Kadesh and Shur
and sojourned in Gerar" (Genesis 20:1).

Cerar was the capital of a race of nen who had di spossessed
the original inhabitants of the |and, and were gradually passing from
the condition of wandering shepherd life into that of a settled and
warli ke nation; afterwards to be known to the Hebrews by the dreaded
nane, Philistines: atitle which, in fact, gave to the whole land its
name of Pal estine. Their chieftain bore the official title of
Abi nel ech, "My Father the King."

Here, the al nost forgotten agreenment between Sarah and
hinself offered itself as a ready expedient, behind which Abraham s
unbel i ef took shelter. He knew t he ungoverned |icense of his tineg,
unbridled by the fear of God (v.11). He dreaded, |est the heathen
nmonarch, enanored with Sarah's beauty, or anbitious to get her into
his power for purposes of State policy, mght slay himfor his wife's
sake. And so he again resorted to the paltry policy of calling her
his sister. As if God could not have defended hi mand her, screening
themfromall evil; as He had done so often in days gone by.



H' S CONDUCT WAS VERY COMRDLY. -- He risked Sarah's virtue
and the purity of the pronm sed seed. And, even if we accept the
justification of his conduct proposed by sone, who argue that he was
so sure of the seed prom sed himby God that he could dare to risk
what ot herwi se he woul d have nore carefully guarded, his faith
leading himinto the Iicense of presunption, yet, it was surely very
mean on his part to permt Sarah to pass through any ordeal of the
sort. If he had such superabundant faith, he m ght have risked his
own safety at the hand of Abinel ech rather than Sarah's virtue.

| T WAS ALSO VERY DI SHONORI NG TO GOD. -- anongst those
untutored tribes Abraham was well known as the servant of Jehovah.
And they could not but judge of the character of H m whomthey could
not see, by the traits they discerned in H s servant, whomthey knew
in famliar intercourse. Alas that Abrahanmis standard was | ower than
their own! so nuch so that Abinelech was able to rebuke him saying:
"Thou hast brought on ne and on ny kingdoma great sin: thou hast
done deeds unto ne that ought not to be done."” Such an opinion
elicited in such a way, nust have been an unpropitious preparation
for any attenpt to proselytize Abinelech to the Hebrew faith. "Not
so,"” we can imagi ne himsaying: "I have had some experience of one of
its forenmpst representatives, and | prefer to remain as | am"

It is heart-breaki ng, when the heathen rebukes a professor of
superior godliness for speaking lies. Yet it is lanentable to confess
that such nmen often enough have hi gher standards of norality than
t hose who profess godliness. Even if they do not fulfil their own
conceptions, yet the beauty of their ideal is undeniable, and is a
remar kabl e vindication of the universal vitality of conscience. The
tenperate Hi ndu is scandalized by the drunkenness of the Englishman
whose religion he is invited to enbrace. The Chi nanan cannot
under stand why he shoul d exchange the hoary religion of Confucius for
that of a people which by superior armanents forces upon his country
a drug which is sapping its vitals. The enpl oyee abhors a creed which
is professed by his master for one day of the week, but is di sowned
on the other six. Let us walk circunspectly towards themthat are
outside; adorning in all things the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and
gi ving no occasion to the eneny to bl asphene, save as it concerns the
| aw of our Cod.

I T ALSO STOOD QUT I N POOR RELI EF AGAI NST THE BEHAVI OR OF
ABI MELECH. -- As to his original character, Abinelech commends
hinself to us as the nobler of the two. He rises early in the
nmorni ng, pronpt to set the great wong right. He warns his people. He
restores sarah with nunificent presents. H's reproach and rebuke are
spoken in the gentlest, kindest tones. He sinply tells Sarah that her
position as the wife of a prophet would, not in Philistia only, but
wher ever they mght come, be a sufficient security and veil (v.16).
There is the air of high-mnded nobility in his behavior throughout
this crisis which is exceedingly w nsone.

It woul d al nost appear as if the Spirit of God took delight
in showing that the original texture of God's saints was not higher
than that of other nen, nor indeed so high. Wat they becane, they
becanme in spite of their natural selves. So nmarvelous is the
wonder - wor ki ng power of the grace of God that He can graft Hi s rarest



fruits on the wildest stocks. He seens to delight to secure His

choi cest results in natures which nmen of the world mght reject as
hopel essly bad. He demands no assistance fromus, so sure is He that
when once faith is admtted as the root-principle of character, al
other things will be added to it.

Ch, critics of God's handiwork, we do not deny the
i nconsi stencies of a David, a Peter, or an Abrahany but we insist
that those inconsistencies were not the result of God's work, but in
spite of it. They indicate the hopel essness of the original nature --
t he nmoorl and waste to which He has set His cultivating hand. And

shall we blame the Gardener's skill, when, in the paradi se which it

has created, we encounter a bit of original soil, which, by force of
contrast, indicates the marvel of H s genius; and which, before |ong,
if only we exercise patience, will yield to the self-same spell, and

bl ossom as the rest?

And you, on the other hand, who aspire for the crown of
saintliness, to which ye are truly called, take heart! There is
not hi ng which God has done for any soul that He will not do for you.
And there is no soil so unpronmising that He will not conpel it to
yield H's fairest results. "What is inpossible to man is possible to
CGod." The sane power in all its matchless energy, which raised the
body of our Lord fromits sleep in the grave of Joseph, to sit at the
Father's side in the heights of glory, in spite of opposing

battalions of evil spirits -- is ready to do as nmuch for each of us,
if only we will daily, hourly, yield to it without reserve. Only
cease fromyour own works, and keep always on God's "lift," refusing

each solicitation to step off its ascending energy, or to do for
yourself what He will do for you so nuch better than you can ask or
t hi nk.

Let us ponder, as we close, these practical |essons:

(1) WE ARE NEVER SAFE SO LONG AS WE ARE IN THI S WORLD. - -
Abraham was an old man. Thirty years had passed since that sin had
shown itself last. During that time he had been grow ng and | earning
much. But, alas! the snake was scotched, not killed. The weeds were
cut down, not eradicated. The dry-rot had been checked; but the
rotten tinmbers had not been cut away. Never boast yourself against
once-cherished sins: only by God's grace are they kept in check; and
if you cease to abide in Christ, they will revive and revisit you, as
t he seven sl eepers of Ephesus re-appeared to the panic-stricken town.

(2) WE HAVE NO RI GHT TO THROW QURSELVES | NTO THE WAY OF THE
TEMPTATI ON WHI CH HAS OFTEN MASTERED US. -- Those who daily cry, "Lead
us not into tenptation,” should see to it that they do not court the
tenptati on agai nst which they pray. W nust not expect angels to
catch us every tine we choose to cast ourselves fromthe nountain
brow. A godly fear will avoid the perilous pass marked by crosses to
indicate the failures of the past, and will choose a safer route.

Abr aham had been w ser had he never gone into the Philistines
territory at all

(3) WE MAY BE ENCOURAGED BY GOD S TREATMENT OF ABRAHAM S SI N
- -- Although God had a secret controversy with His child, He did not
put himaway. And when his wife and he were in extrene danger, as the



result of his sin, their Almghty Friend stepped in to deliver them
fromthe peril which nmenaced them Again "He reproved kings for their
sakes, saying, Touch not My anointed, and do My prophets no harm" He
told Abinelech that he was a dead man; put an arrest upon him by the
mnistry of an om nous di sease; and bade himapply to the

i ntercession of the very man by whom he had been so grievously

m sl ed, and who, in spite of all his failures, was a prophet still,
havi ng power w th God.

Have you sinned, bringing disrepute on the name of God? Do
not despair. Go al one, as Abraham nust have done, and confess your
sin with tears and childlike trust. Do not abandon prayer. Your
prayers are still sweet to Hm and He waits to answer them It is
only through themthat H's purposes can be fulfilled toward men.
Trust then in the patience and forgiveness of God, and let Hi s |ove,
as consuming fire, rid you of conceal ed and hi dden sin.

@9
CHAPTER NI NETEEN
HAGAR AND | SHMVAEL CAST QUT

"Cast out this bondwonman and her son: for the son of this
bondwoman shall not be heir... with Isaac." -- CGenesis 21:10.

Even t hough we were hearing this story for the first time, and did
not know of the grave crisis to which we were approaching in the next
chapter, we mght be sure that sonething of the sort was inmm nent;
and we should rest our conclusion on the fact of the stern discipline
t hrough which the great patriarch was called to pass. Faith is the
expression of our inner noral life; and it cannot be exercised in its
loftiest formso long as there is any obliquity of the heart, any

hi dden or unholy affection. These things nust be cut away, or passed
through the fiery discipline of sorrow, that, being freed fromthem
the heart may exercise that suprenme faith in God which is the fairest
crown of human exi stence

The Al mi ghty Lover of souls knew the trial which awaited His
child in the near future; and set Hinself to prepare himfor it, by
ridding himof certain clinging inconsistencies, which would have
paral yzed the action of his faith in the hour of trial. W have
al ready seen how one of these -- the secret conpact between hinself
and Sarah -- was exposed to the light and judged. W have now to see
how another matter, the patriarch's connection w th Hagar and her
child, was also dealt with by Hm who acts on us either as fuller's
soap, or if that be not strong enough, as a refiner's fire.

In what way the presence of Hagar and |shmael hindered the
devel opnent of Abraham s noblest |ife of faith, we cannot entirely
understand. Did his heart still cling to the girl who had given him
his firstborn son? Was there any secret satisfaction in the
arrangenent, which had at |east achi eved one cheri shed purpose,

t hough it had been unbl essed by God? Was there any fear that if he
were sumoned to surrender |saac, he would find it easier to do so,
because, at any nmonent, he could fall back on Ishmael, as both son



and heir? We cannot read all that was in Abrahami s mind; but surely
some such thoughts are suggested by the expressions which to this
hour record the history of the anguish of this torn and lonely heart,
as one darling idol after another was rent away, that he hinself

m ght be cast naked and hel pl ess on the ommi pot ence of the Eternal
God. "The thing was very grievous in Abraham s sight” (v.11).

It may be that not a few who read these lines sigh to possess
a faith like that which Abraham had: a faith which staggers not
t hrough unbelief; a faith to which God cannot give a denial; a faith
whi ch can open and shut heaven, and to which all things are possible.
But are you willing to pay the cost? -- the cost of suffering; the
cost of rending fromyour heart all that would frustrate the
cherished idol after another cast out; the cost of being stripped
even to nakedness of all the dear delights in which the flesh may
have found pleasure. "Are ye able to drink of the cup that | shal
drink of, and to be baptized with the baptismthat | am baptized
wi th? They say unto Hm W are able" (Mtthew 20: 22; Mark 10: 38-39).
You hardly realize all that is nmeant when you say so nuch; but it
shal |l be revealed to you step by step; and nothing shall be too
difficult, all being nmeasured out according to your strength by H m
who knows our franme and renenbers that we are dust. Let us not dread
the pruning-knife; for it is wielded by the hand of One who | oves us
infinitely, and who is seeking results that are to fill our hearts
with eternal gratitude, and heaven wth praise.

The final separation from Abraham of ingredients which woul d
have been prejudicial to the exercise of a suprene faith was brought
about by the birth of the |ong-prom sed child, which is alluded to at
t he conmencenent of this chapter (CGenesis 21), and which led up to
the crisis with which we are now deal i ng.

"The Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did unto
Sarah as He had spoken” (Genesis 21:1). It is inpossible to trust God
too absolutely. God's least word is a spar of inperishable wood
driven into the Rock of Ages, which will never give, and on which you
may hang your entire weight for evernore. "The counsel of the Lord
standeth for ever; the thoughts of His heart to all generations”
(Psal m 33:11) .

BUT WE MUST BE PREPARED TO WAIT GOD'S TIME. -- "Sarah bare
Abraham a son in his old age, AT THE SET TI ME of which God had spoken
unto him" God has His set tinmes. It is not for us to know t hem
i ndeed, we cannot know them we nust wait for them If God had told
Abrahamin Haran that he nust wait for thirty years until he pressed
the prom sed child to his bosom his heart would have failed him So,
in gracious love, the length of the weary years was hi dden, and only
as they were nearly spent, and there were only a few nore nonths to
wait, God told himthat "according to the tinme of life, Sarah shal
have a son" (18:14). The set tine cane at |last; and then the |aughter
that filled the patriarch's honme nmade the aged pair forget the |ong
and weary vigil. "And Abraham called the nane of his son that was
born unto him whom Sarah bare unto him |SAAC' (that is LAUGHTER)
Take heart, waiting one, thou waitest for One who cannot di sappoi nt
thee; and who will not be five mnutes behind the appointed noment:
ere long "your sorrow shall be turned into joy."



"A worman, when she is in travail, hath sorrow, because her
hour is conme: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she
renenbereth no nore the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the
wor | d" (John 16:21). That joy may give the clue to the unwonted
out burst of song on the part of the happy and aged nother. The
| aughter of incredulity, with which she received the first intimation
of her approachi ng not herhood (18:12), was now exchanged for the
| aughter of fulfilled hope. And she gave utterance to words that
approached the elevation of a rhythm c chant, and which served as the
nodel of that other song with which the virgin nother announced the
advent of her Lord. So Sarah said,

"God hath made ne to | augh
Every one that heareth will laugh with ne."

And |l ong after, one of her daughters said,

"My soul doth magnify the Lord
And ny spirit hath rejoiced
In God ny Savi or.
For He that is mghty
Hat h done to ne great things;
And holy is H s nane."
Luke 1:46-49.

Ah, happy soul, when God nmakes thee | augh! Then sorrow and
crying shall flee away for ever, as darkness before the dawn.

The peace of Abrahami s house remained at first unbroken
t hough there may have been sone slight synptons of the rupture which
was at hand. The dislike which Sarah had mani fested to Hagar, |ong
years before, had never been extinguished: it had only snoul dered in
her bosom waiting for some slight incident to stir it again into a
bl aze. Nor had the warm passi onate nature of Hagar ever forgotten
t hose hard deal i ngs which had driven her forth, to fare as best she
m ght in the inhospitable desert. Abraham nmust have been often sorely
put to it to keep the peace between them At |ast the wonen's
quarters could conceal the quarrel no |onger, and the scandal broke
out into the open day.

THE | MVEDI ATE OCCASI ON OF THI S OPEN RUPTURE was the weani ng
of the young lsaac. "The child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham nmade
a great feast the day that |saac was weaned." But amd all the bright
joy of that happy occasion, one shadow suddenly stole over the scene,
and brooded on the nother's soul. Sarah's jeal ous eye saw | shnae
nmocking. It was hardly to be wondered at. The |ad had recently
suffered a severe di sappointnment. He had grown up as the undi sputed
heir of all that canp, accustonmed to receive its undivided |oyalty;
and it nust have been very difficult to viewwi th equanimty the
preparati ons made in honor of the child who was destined to supersede
him and so, under the appearance of sportive jesting, he jeered at
Isaac in a way which betrayed the bitterness of his soul; and which
i ndeed he was at no pains to conceal. This awoke all Sarah's
sl unbering j eal ousy; which may have often been severely tested during
the last few years by Ishmael's assunption and i ndependent beari ng.
She woul d stand it no | onger. Wy should she, the chieftain's wfe,
and nother of his heir, brook the insolence of a slave? And so she



said unto Abrahamwi th a sneer and the sting of the old jeal ousy,
"Cast out this bondworman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman
shall not be heir with nmy son, even with Isaac."

WE CANNOT BUT RECALL THE USE WHI CH THE GREAT APCSTLE MAKES OF
THIS INCIDENT. -- In his days the Jews, priding thenselves on being
the Iineal descendants of Abraham refused to consider it possible
that any but thensel ves could be children of God, and the heirs of
prom se. They arrogated to thensel ves excl usive privil eges and
position. And when | arge nunbers of Gentiles were born into the
Christian Church under the first preaching of the Gospel, and clai ned
to be the spiritual seed, with all the rights pertaining thereunto;
they who, like Ishrmael, were sinply born after the flesh, persecuted
them whi ch, |ike Isaac, were born after the Spirit. Everywhere the
Jews set thenselves to resist the preaching of the Gospel, which
denied to themtheir exclusive privileges; and to harry those who
woul d not enter the Church through the rites of Judaism And ere |ong
the Jewi sh nation was rejected; put aside; cast out. Succeedi ng ages
have seen the building-up of the Church from anong the
once- persecuted ones, whilst the children of Abraham have wandered in
the wilderness fainting for the true water of life (Gal atians 4:29).

BUT THERE |S A STILL DEEPER REFERENCE. -- Hagar, the sl ave,
who may even have been born in the Sinaitic Desert, with which she
seens to have been so famliar, is a fit representative of the spirit
of legalismand bondage, seeking to win life by the observance of the
l aw, which was given fromthose hoary cliffs. Hagar is the covenant
of Mount Sinai in Arabia, "which gendereth to bondage,” and "is in
bondage with her children" (Gal atians 4:24-25). Sarah, the free
worman, on the other hand, represents the covenant of free grace. Her
children are |l ove, and faith, and hope; they are not bound by the
spirit of "nust," but by the pronptings of spontaneous gratitude;
their home is not in the frowning clefts of Sinai, but in Jerusal em
above, which is free, and is the nother of us all. Now, argues the
Apostl e, there was no room for Hagar and Sarah, with their respective
children, in Abrahamis tent. If Ishmael was there, it was because
| saac was not born. But as soon as |Isaac canme in, Ishmael nust go

out. So the two principles -- of legalism which insists on the
performance of the outward rite of circuntision; and of faith, which
accepts the finished work of the Savior -- cannot co-exist in one

heart. It is a noral inpossibility. As well could darkness co-exi st
with light, and slavery with freedom So, addressing the Gal ati an
converts, who were being tenpted by Judai zing teachers to mngle

I egalismand faith, the Apostle bade them foll ow the exanpl e of
Abraham and cast out the spirit of bandage which keeps the soul in
one perpetual agony of unrest.

You, ny readers, are trusting Christ; but, perhaps, you are
living in perpetual bondage to your scruples; or, perhaps you are
al ways endeavoring to add sone acts of obedi ence, by way of
conpl eting and assuring your salvation. Ah! it is a great m stake.
Cease to worry about these |legal matters. Beware of norbid
scrupul osity of conscience, one of the nost terrible di seases by
whi ch the human spirit can be plagued. Do not al ways imagi ne that
CGod's love to you depends on the performance of many mnute acts,
concerni ng which there are no definite instructions given. Trust
Christ. Realize Hi s wonderful and conpl ete sal vati on. Work not



towards sonship, but fromit. "Cast out the bondwoman and her son."
Live the free, happy life of |saac, whose position is assured; and
not that of Ishnael, whose position is dependent on his good
behavi or. "The servant abideth not in the house for ever; but the son
abi deth ever."

THE REMAI NI NG HI STORY |'S BRI EFLY TOLD. -- Wth many a pang --
as the vine which bl eeds copiously when the pruning knife is doing
its work -- Abraham sent Hagar and her child forth from his hone,
bi dding thema last sad farewell. In the dimtwlight they fared
forth, before the canmp was astir. The strong man nust have suffered
keenly as he put the bread into her hand, and with his own fingers
bound the bottle of water on her shoul der, and kissed |shmael once
nmore. And yet he nmust not |et Sarah guess how much he felt it. How
many passages in our lives are only known to Cod!

Yet it was better so. And God provided for them both. Wen
the nmother's hopes were on the point of expiring, and the |lad |ay
dying of thirst in the scorching noon, under the slender shade of a
desert shrub, the Angel of God stayed her sobs, pointed out the well
of water to which her tears had made her blind, and promi sed that her
child shoul d becone a great nation. Ishmael woul d never have
devel oped to his full stature if he had perpetually lived in the
enervating luxury of Abraham s canp. There was not room enough there
for himto grow For him as for us all, there was need of the free
air of the desert, in which he should match hinself with his peers,
becom ng strong by privation and want. That which seens |like to break
our hearts at the nmonent, turns out in after-years to have been of
God. "And CGod said unto Abraham Let it not be grievous in thy sight;
in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice"
(21:12).

One nore weight was | aid aside, and one nore step taken in
the preparation of God's "friend" for the supreme victory of his
faith; for which his whole |ife had been a preparation, and which was
now at hand.

Some flowers are the result of a century of growh, and the
Di vi ne Husbandman will consider H nself repaid for years of |oving,
patient care, if the life He has tended will bloomout into but one
act, like that which we are soon to record. Such acts scatter the
seeds of noble and heroic deeds for all future tine.

@0
CHAPTER TVENTY
A QUI ET RESTI NG PLACE

"And Abraham pl anted a grove in Beersheba, and called there
on the nane of the Lord, the everlasting God: and Abraham
sojourned in the Philistines' |and many days."

-- Cenesis 21:33-34.

VWhen a river is approaching its plunge down sonme mghty chasm its
waters flow with placid stillness; every ripple is snoothed out of
t he peaceful surface, and the great volune of water is hushed and



qui eted. There could hardly be a greater contrast than that which

exi sts between the restfulness of the river before it is torn by the
ragged rocks in its downward rush, and its excitenent and foam at the
foot of the falls. In the one case you can discern, through the
translucent waters, the stones and rocks that line its bed; in the
other you are blinded by the spray and deafened by the noise.

IS NOT TH'S AN EMBLEM OF OUR LI VES? -- Qur Father often
inserts in thema parenthesis of rest and peace, to prepare us for
some coming trial. It is not invariably so. W need not always tenper
our enjoynent of some precious gift with a foreboding dread of its
AFTERWARDS. But this, at least, is largely true: that if every season
of clear-shining is not followed by a tine of cloud, yet seasons of
sorrow and trial are al nost al ways preceded by hours or days or years
of sunny experience, which lie in the retrospect of life, as a bright
and conforting nmenory, where the soul was able to gather the strength
it was to expend, and to prepare itself for its supreme effort.

THUS | T HAPPENED TO ABRAHAM -- W have al ready seen how
wi sely and tenderly his Alm ghty Friend had been preparing himfor
his approaching trial; first, in searching out his hidden conpact
wi th Sarah; and then in ridding himof the presence of Hagar and her
son. And now some further preparation was to be wought in his
spirit, through this period of peaceful rest beside the well of the
oath. Leaving Cerar, the patriarch travelled with his sl ow noving
flocks along the fertile valley, which extends fromthe sea into the
country. The whole district was admrably suited for the maintenance
of a vast pastoral clan. In the winter the valley contains a running
stream and at any time water may be obtained by digging at a greater
or less depth. Having reached a suitabl e canpi ng-ground, Abraham
digged a well, which is probably one of those which remain to this
day; and of which the water, lying some forty feet bel ow the surface,
is pure and sweet. Drinking troughs for the use of cattle are
scattered around in close proximty to the nouth, the kerbstones of
whi ch are deeply worn by the friction of the ropes used in draw ng up
the water by hand. It is not inprobably that these very stones were
originally hewn under the patriarch's direction, even though their
position may have been sonewhat altered by the Arab workmen of a
| ater date.

Shortly after Abraham had settled there, Abinelech, the king,
acconpani ed by Phichol, the chief captain of his host, came to his
encanpnment, intent on entering into a treaty which should be bindi ng,
not only on thenselves, but on their children: "Swear unto ne here by
CGod, that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor
with ny son's son" (v.23). Before formally binding hinself under
t hese sol erm sanctions, Abraham brought up a matter which is still a
fruitful subject of dispute in Eastern |ands. The herdsman of
Abi nel ech had violently taken away the well of water which the
servants of Abraham had dug. But the king inmredi ately repudi ated al
know edge of their action. It had been done w thout his cognizance
and sanction. And in the treaty into which the two chieftains
entered, there was, so to speak, a special clause inserted with
reference to this well, destined in after years to be so fanous.
Witing materials were not then in use; but the seven ewe | anbs,
whi ch Abr aham gave Abi nel ech, were the visible and | asting nmenori al
that the well was his recogni zed property. Thus it happened that as



t he sol ermml y-sworn covenant was nade beside the well, so its nane
becane for ever associated with it, and it was call ed "Beer-sheba"
the well of the oath, or "the well of the seven", with reference to
the seven gifts, or victinms, on which the oath was taken

In further comrenoration of this treaty, Abraham planted a
tamari sk tree, which, as a hardy evergreen, would | ong perpetuate the
menory of the transaction in those |ands, where the mnd of man
eagerly catches at anything that will break the nonotony of the
| andscape. There also he erected an altar, or shrine, and called on
the nane of the Lord, the Everlasting God. "And Abraham sojourned in
the Iand of the Philistines many days." Ah! those |ong, happy days!
Their course was only marked by the growi ng years of |saac, who
passed on through the natural stages of human growth -- from boyhood
to youth, and fromyouth to opening manhood -- the object of
Abraham s tender, clinging | ove. No words can tell the joy of Abraham
over this beloved child of his old age. "Thine only son |Isaac, whom
thou lovest." It seenmed as if perpetual |aughter had conme to take up
its abode in that hone, to brighten the declining years of that aged
pair. Wio could have foretold that the greatest trial of all his life
had yet to cone, and that froma clear sky a thunderbolt was about to
fall, threatening to destroy all his happiness at a single stroke?

VWE NONE OF US KNOW VWHAT AWAI TS US. -- This at least is clear
that our life is being portioned out by the tender |ove of God; who
spared not H s own Son, and has pledged Hnself, with Hm also
freely to give us all things. Here is one of the unanswerable
qguestions of Scripture: What will not God do for themthat |ove Hin?
No | ove, no care, no wi sdom which they need, shall be spared. And
yet, with all this, there nmay be keen suffering to bear. W sonetines
seemto forget that what God takes He takes in fire: that nothing
| ess than the discipline of pain can ever disintegrate the clinging
dross of our natures; and that the only way to the resurrection life
and the ascension mount is the way of the garden, the cross, and the
grave. Nothing will dare to inflict so much pain -- as the | ove which
desires the richest and sweetest life of the object of its affection
"Whomthe Lord | oveth He chasteneth; and scourgeth every son whom He
recei veth." Let us prepare then for com ng hours of trial by doing as
Abr aham di d.

(1) LET US LIVE BY THE WELL. -- There is a great tendency
anong Christians today to magni fy special places and scenes which
have been associated with tines of blessing; and to obtain fromthem
a supply which they store up for their maintenance in after-days. But
so many of these, and of others, are in danger of forgetting that
i nstead of making an annual pilgrimage to the well, they mght take
up their abode beside it, and live there.

The water of that well speaks of the life of God, which is in
Jesus Christ our Lord, and is stored up for us in the fathonl ess
depths of the Wrd of God. The well is deep; yet can faith's bucket
reach its precious contents, and bring themto the thirsty lip and
year ni ng heart.

One of the greatest blessings that can cone to the soul is to
acquire the habit of sinking wells into the depth that |ieth under
and to draw water for itself. W are too nmuch in the habit of



drinki ng water which others have drawn; and too little initiated into
the sacred science of drawing for ourselves.

It is my growing conviction that if Christians would not
attenpt to read so many chapters of the Bible daily, but would study
what they do read nore carefully, turning to the marginal references,
readi ng the context, conparing Scripture with Scripture, endeavoring
to get one or nore conplete thoughts of the mnd of God, there would
be a greater richness in their experience; nore freshness in their
interest in Scripture; nore independence of nen and neans; and nore
real enjoynent of the Wrd of the living God. Ch for a practica
real i zati on of what Jesus neant when He said ! -- "The water that |
shall give himshall be in hima well of water, springing up into
everlasting life."

Oh, ny readers, open your hearts to the teaching of the Holy
Ghost. Rest content with nothing short of a deep and | ovi ng know edge
of the Bible. Ask that within you there may be a repetition of the
old mracle, "when Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well; sing ye
unto it" (Nunbers 21:17). Then "in the w |l derness shall waters break
out, and streans in the desert: and the parched ground shall becone a
pool, and the thirsty land springs of water" (Isaiah 35:6-7).

(2) LET US SHELTER BENEATH THE COVENANT. -- Abraham was qui et
fromthe fear of evil, because of Abinelech's oath. How nmuch nore
sure and restful should be the believing soul, which shelters beneath
t hat everlasting covenant which is "ordered in all things and sure.™
There are sonme Christians doubtful of their eternal salvation, and
fearful lest they should ultimately fall away from grace and be | ost,
to whomthis advice is peculiarly appropriate: "Live by the well of
the oath."

In the eternity of the past, the Eternal Father entered into
covenant with His Son, the terns of which covenant seemto have been
on this wise. On the one hand our Lord pl edged his conpl ete obedi ence
and H s atoning death on behalf of all who should believe. And, on
t he ot her hand, the Father pronmised that all who should believe in
H m shoul d be delivered fromthe penalty of a broken |aw, should be
forgiven, adopted into His famly, and saved with an eterna
salvation. This is but a crude and inadequate statenment of mysteries
so fathom ess that the |oftiest seraphs peer into themin vain. And
yet it sets forth, in the babbling of human | anguage, a truth of the
ut nost i nportance, behind which the weakest believer may securely
shel ter.

The one question is, Do you believe in Jesus Christ? O, to
put it still nore sinply, Are you willing that the Holy CGhost should
create in you a living faith in the Savior of nen? WOULD YOU BELI EVE
IF YOU COULD? Is your will on God's side in this matter of faith? Are
you prepared to surrender anything and everything that woul d hinder
your sinple-hearted faith in Jesus? If so, you nay appropriate to
yoursel f the bl essings of the Covenant confirnmed by the counsel and
oath of God. Your faith may be weak; but it is faith in the enbryo
and germ And as the Ark saved the squirrel as well as the el ephant,
so does the Covenant shelter the weakest and feebl est believer
equally with the giant in faith.



This, then, becones true of us, if we believe. W are
forgiven; our nane is inscribed on the roll of the saved; we are
adopted into the famly of God; we have within us the beginning of a
life which is eternal as the Iife of God. "The nountains shall depart
and the hills be renmoved; but My kindness shall not depart fromthee,
neither shall the covenant of My peace be renoved, saith the Lord
that hath nmercy on thee" (lsaiah 54:10). And shall not this confort
us ami d many a heart-breaki ng sorrow? Nothing can break the bonds by
whi ch our souls are knit with the eternal God. "Although ny house be
not so with God; yet He hath made with nme an everl asting covenant,
ordered in all things and sure; for this is all ny salvation, and al
nmy desire, although He nake it not to grow' (2_Sanuel 23:5).

Rejoice in all the good things which the Lord thy God giveth
thee. Plant thy trees; be conforted by their shade, and fed by their
fruit. Listen to the ringing |laughter of thine Isaac. Dread not the
future; but trust the great |ove of God. Live by the well, and
shelter beneath the covenant. So, if trial is approaching, thou shalt
be the better able to nmeet it with a cal mand strong heart.

@1
CHAPTER TWENTY- ONE
THE GREATEST TRIAL OF ALL

"Take now thy son, thine only son |Isaac, whomthou | ovest;
and offer himfor a burnt offering.” -- Cenesis 22:2.

So long as men live in the world, they will turn to this story with
unwani ng interest. There is only one scene in history by which it is
surpassed; that where the Great Father gave His Isaac to a death from
whi ch there was no deliverance. God and Abrahamwere friends in a
conmon sorrow up to a certain point; though the infinite | ove of God
stepped in to stay the hand of Abrahamat the critical nonent,
sparing His friend what He woul d not spare Hinself.

"GOD DID TEMPT ABRAHAM " -- A better rendering mght be, "God
did put Abrahamto the test." Satan tenpts us that he may bring out
the evil that is in our hearts; God tries or tests us that He may
bring out all the good. In the fiery trial through which the believer
is called to pass, ingredients of evil which had counteracted his
true devel opment drop away, shrivelled and consuned; whilst |atent
qualities -- produced by grace, but not yet brought into exercise --
are called to the front; receive due recognition; and acquire a
fixity of position and influence which nothing else could possibly
have given them In the agony of sorrow we say words and assune
posi tions, which otherwi se we shoul d never have dreant of, but from
whi ch we never again recede. Looking back, we wonder how we dared to
do as we did: and yet we are not sorry -- because the nenory of what
we were in that suprene hour is a precious |legacy; and a platform
fromwhich we take a wider view, and clinb to the further heights
whi ch beckon us.

The conmon incidents of daily life, as well as the rare and
exceptional crises, are so contrived as to give us incessant



opportunities of exercising, and so strengthening, the graces of
Christian living. Happy are they who are ever on the alert to
mani f est each grace, according to the successive demands of the
varied experiences of daily life. If we were always on the outl ook
for opportunities of manifesting the special qualities of Christ's
character, which are called for by the trials, and worries, and
vexations of comon experience, we should find that they were the
twenty thousand chariots of God, waiting to carry us up to heights
whi ch coul d never otherw se be trodden by our feet.

BUT GCD SENDS US NO TRI AL, WHETHER GREAT OR SMALL, W THOUT
FI RST PREPARING US. -- He "will with the tenptation al so nake a way
to escape, that ye nmay be able to bear it" (1_Corinthians 10:13).
Trials are, therefore, God's vote of confidence in us. Many a
trifling event is sent to test us, ere a greater trial is permtted
to break on our heads. W are set to clinb the | ower peaks before
urged to the loftiest summits with their virgin snows; are made to
run with footnmen before contending with horses; are taught to wade in
t he shall ows, before venturing into the swell of the ocean waves. So
it is witten: "It came to pass AFTER THESE THI NGS, that God did
tenmpt Abraham "

Moreover, GOD OFTEN PREPARES US FOR COM NG TRI AL, BY G VING
US SOVE NEW AND BLI SSFUL REVELATI ON OF H MSELF. -- | notice that, at
the close of the preceding chapter, we are told that "Abraham called
on the nane of the everlasting God." Now, we do not |earn that he had
ever | ooked on God in this |light before. He had known H mas God, the
Almghty (17:1), but not as God, the Everlasting. The
unchangeabl eness, the eternity, the independence of change, and tine,
and tens, which mark the Being of Jehovah -- all these broke suddenly
on his soul about that tinme in a fresh and nore vivid nmanner. \Wo
that can renenber seeing the sea for the first time can ever forget
the first inpression of its grandeur and far-spread mrror-Ilike
expanse? And the soul of the patriarch was thrilled with the lofty
train of high and holy thought, as he used that nane in prayer beside
the well, and beneath the spreading shade of the tree he had pl anted.
And with him as so often with us, the new name was to enable himthe
better to withstand the shock of com ng sorrow.

THE TRI AL CAME VERY SUDDENLY. -- As we have seen, life was
flowing snoothly with the patriarch, -- courted by Abinel ech; secure
of his wells; gladdened with the presence of Isaac; the everlasting
God his friend. "Ah, happy man," we mght well have exclainmed, "thou
hast entered upon thy land of Beul ah; thy sun shall no nore go down,
nor thy moon withdraw itself; before thee lie the sunlit years, in an
unbr oken chain of blessing.” But this was not to be. And just at that

monent, like a bolt out of a clear sky, there burst upon himthe
severest trial of his life. It is not often that the express trains
of heaven are announced by warning bell, or falling signal; they dash
suddenly into the station of the soul. It becomes us to be ever on

the alert; for at such an hour and in such a guise as we think not,
the Son of Man cones.

THE TRI AL TOUCHED ABRAHAM IN HI S TENDEREST PO NT. -- It
concerned his Isaac. Nothing else in the circunference of his life
coul d have been such a test as anything connected with the heir of
prom se, the child of his old age, the laughter of his life. H'S LOVE



WAS TESTED. For |ove of God, he had done nuch. But at whatever cost,
he had ever put CGod first, glad to sacrifice all, for very |ove of
Hm For this he had torn hinself from Charran. For this he had been
willing to become a homel ess wanderer; content if at the last he
became an inmate of God's hone. For this he had renounced the hopes
he had built on Ishmael; driving him as a scapegoat, into the

wi | derness to return no nore. But, perhaps, if he had been asked if
he felt that he | oved God nost of all, he would not have dared to say
that he did. W can never gauge our love by feeling. The only true
test of love is in how much we are prepared to do for the one to whom
we profess it. "He that hath My conmandnents, and keepeth them he it
is that |Ioveth Me." But God knew how true and strong His child s | ove
was, and that he |loved Hmbest. So He put himto a suprene test,

that all nmen mght henceforth know that a nortal man could | ove God
so nuch as to put Hmfirst, though his dearest lay in the opposite
scal e of the balance of the heart. Wuld not you like to | ove CGod
like this? Then tell Hmyou are willing to pay the cost, if only He
will create that love within you. And, renmenber: though at first He
may ask you to give up your Isaac to Hm it is only that you may
take up your true position, and evince to the world your choice; for
He will give your bel oved back again fromthe altar on which you have
laid him "Take now thy son, thine only son |Isaac, whomthou | ovest,
and offer himfor a burnt-offering.” (Genesis 22:2).

IT WAS ALSO A GREAT TEST OF HHS FAITH. -- Isaac was the child
of promise. "In |Isaac shall thy seed be called.” Wth reiterated
enphasis this | ad had been indicated as the one essential |ink

bet ween the aged pair and the vast posterity which was prom sed t hem
And now the father was asked to sacrifice his life. It was a
trenmendous test to his faith. How could God keep Hi s word, and |et
Isaac die? It was utterly inexplicable to human thought. If Isaac had
been ol d enough to have a son who coul d perpetuate the seed to future
generations, the difficulty would have been renoved. But how coul d
the childless Isaac die; and still the prom se stand of a posterity

t hrough him innunmerable as stars and sand? One thought, however, as
the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us, filled the old man's m nd, "GOD
IS ABLE." He "accounted that God was able to raise himup, even from
the dead" (Hebrews 11:19). He felt sure that sonmehow God woul d keep
H's word. It was not for himto reason how, but sinply to obey. He
had al ready seen Divine power giving life where all was as good as
dead; why should it not do it again? In any case he must go straight
on, doing as he was told, and cal cul ating on the unexhausted stores
in the secret hand of God. Ch for faith like this! -- sinply to
bel i eve what God says; assured that God will do just what He has

prom sed; |ooking wi thout alarm fromcircunmstances that threaten to
make the fulfillment inpossible, to the bare word of God' s unswerving
truthful ness. Surely this habit is not so inpossible of attainment.
Wy then should we not begin to practise it, stepping fromstone to
stone, until we are far out fromthe shore of human expedi ency

| eani ng on the unseen but felt arm of Omi potence?

IT WAS A TEST OF ABRAHAM S OBEDIENCE. -- It was in the
vi sions of the night that the word of the Lord nust have conme to him
and early the next norning the patriarch was on his way. The ni ght
before, as he lay down, he had not the | east idea of the mission on
whi ch he would be started when the early beans of dawn had broken up
the short Eastern night. But he acted i mediately. W m ght have



excused himif he had dallied with his duty; postponing it,
procrastinating, lingering as |long as possible. That, however, was
not the habit of this heroic soul, which had well acquired the habit
of instantaneity, one of the nost priceless acquisitions for any sou
anbitious of saintliness. "And Abrahamrose up early in the norning"
(v.3). No other hand was permtted to saddl e the ass, or cleave the
wood, or interfere with the pronptness of his action. He "saddl ed his
ass, and clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up, and went
unto the place of which God had told him" This pronptness was his
saf equard. Wile the herdsmen were beginning to stir, and the |ong
lines of cattle were being driven forth to their several grazing
grounds, the old nman was on his way. | do not think he confided his
secret to a single soul, not even to Sarah. Wiy should he? The | ad
and he woul d enter that canp again, when the short but awful journey
was over. "l and the lad will go yonder and worship, and cone again
to you."

THI S TEST DI D NOT QUTRAGE ANY OF THE NATURAL | NSTINCTS OF HI' S
SQUL. -- First of all, he was too famliar with God's voice to
m stake it. Too often had he listened to it to nake a mistake in this
solem crisis. And he was sure that God had some way of deliverance
whi ch, though he m ght not be able to forecast it, would secure the
sparing of Isaac's |ife. Besides, he lived at a tine when such
sacrifices as that to which he was called were very common; and he
had never been taught decisively that they were abhorrent to the nmnd
of his Alm ghty Friend. W nust, in reading Scripture, renmenber that
at first all CGod's servants were nore or |less affected by the
religious notions that were current in their age; and we nust not
imagine that in all respects they were divested of the m sconceptions
that resulted fromthe twilight revelation in which they lived, but
have since becone dissipated before the neridian |light of the Gospel
One of the first principles of that old Canaanitish religion demanded
that men should give their firstborn for their transgression, the
fruit of their body for the sin of their soul. On the altars of Mdab
and Phoenicia, and Carthage; nay, even in the history of Israe
itself -- this alnmost irrepressible expression of human horror at
sin, and desire to propitiate God, found terrible expression. Not
that fathers were |l ess tender than now, but because they had a keener
sense of the terror of unforgiven sin; they cowered before gods whom
t hey knew not, and to whomthey inmputed a thirst for blood and
suffering; they counted no cost too great to appease the awful
demands whi ch ignorance, and superstition, and a consci ousness of
sin, made upon them

Per haps Abraham had | ately w tnessed these rites; and as he
did so, he had thought of |saac, and wondered if he could do the sanme
with him and marvell ed why such a sacrifice had never been demanded
at his hands. And it did not, therefore, startle himwhen God said,
"Take now thy son, and offer himup." He was to |learn that whilst God
demanded as nuch | ove as ever the heathen gave their cruel and
i magi nary deities, yet Heaven would not permt of human sacrifices or
of offered sons. A Greater Sacrifice was to be nmade to put away sin.
Abr aham s obedi ence was, therefore, allowed to go up to a certain
point, and then perenptorily stayed -- that in all future time men
m ght know that God would not demand, or permt, or accept human
bl ood at their hands, much |l ess the bl ood of a bright and noble | ad;
and that in such things He could have no delight.



Here | et us ask ourselves whether we are of this sane nmind
hol di ng our treasures with a | oose hand; |oving God nost of all;
prepared to obey Hmat all costs; slaying our brightest hopes if CGod
bid it -- because so sure that He will not fail or deceive us. If so,
may God give us this mnd, and keep us init, for Hs glory, and for
the maturing of our own faith.

VWhat those three days of quiet travelling nust have been to
Abraham we can never know. It is always so nuch easier to act
i mediately and precipitately, than to wait through | ong days, and
even years; but it is in this process of waiting upon God that souls
are drawn out to a strength of purpose and nobility of daring, which
beconme their sacred inheritance for all after-time. And yet, despite
the patriarch's pre-occupation with his own special sorrow, the
necessity was laid upon himto hide it under an appearance of
resi gnati on, and even gl adsoneness; so that neither his son nor his
servants mght guess the agony which was gnawi ng at his heart.

At last, on the third day, he saw fromafar the goal of his
journey, God had informed himthat He would tell himwhich of the
nmount ai ns was the appoi nted spot of the sacrifice: and now probably
some sudden conviction seized upon his soul, that an especial summt,
which reared itself in the blue distance, was to be the scene of that
supreme act in which he should prove that to his soul God was
chiefest and best. Tradition, which seens well authenticated, has
al ways associated that "mountain in the |land of Mriah" with the
pl ace on which, in after days, stood the threshing floor of Araunah
the Jebusite, and the site of Solonmon's Tenple; and there is a
wonder ful appropriateness in the fact that this great act of
obedi ence took place on the very spot where hecatonbs of victins and
rivers of blood were to point to that supreme Sacrifice which this
prefigured.

As soon as the nmountain had | oonmed into view, Abraham said
unto his young nen: "Abide ye here with the ass; and | and the |ad
wi Il go yonder and worship, and cone again to you." \What a
significant expression, in this connection, is that word WORSH P! It
reflects the nood of the patriarch's mnd. He was pre-occupied with
t hat Bei ng, at whose command he had gone forth on this sorrow ul
errand. He | ooked upon his God, at the nonent when He was asking so
great a gift, as only deserving adoration and worship. The loftiest
sentiment that can fill the heart of man swayed his whol e nature; and
it seemed to himas if his costliest and dearest treasure was not too
great to give to that great and glorious God who was the one object
of his life.

It is of the utnmost inportance that we shoul d enphasi ze the
wor ds of ASSURED CONFI DENCE, whi ch Abraham addressed to his young nen
before he left them "I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and
conme again to you." This was somnething nore than unconsci ous
prophecy: it was the assurance of an unwavering faith, that sonehow
or other God would interpose to spare his son; or at least, if
necessary, to raise himfromthe dead. In any case Abraham was sure
that |saac and he woul d before long come again. It is this which so
largely renoves the difficulties that m ght otherw se obscure this
act; and it remains to all time a nost striking proof of the tenacity



with which faith can cling to the pronises of God. Wien once you have
received a promse, cling toit as a sailor to a spar in the mdst of
the boiling waters. God is bound to be as good as His word. And even
t hough He ask you to do the one thing that might seemto nmake

del i verance inpossible; yet if you dare to do it, you will find not
only that you shall obtain the prom se, but that you shall also
recei ve sone crowni ng and unexpected mark of H s | ove.

THE | NFLUENCE OF ABRAHAM S BEHAVI OR WAS FELT BY H'S SON. --
He caught his father's spirit. W do not know how old he was; he was
at least old enough to sustain the toil of a long march on foot, and
strong enough to carry up hill the faggots, laid upon his shoul ders
by his father. But he gladly bent his youthful strength under the
wei ght of the wood, just as through the _Via Dolorosa_ a greater than
he carried Hs cross. Probably this was not the first tinme that
Abr aham and | saac had gone on such an errand; but it is beautiful to
see the evident interest the |ad took in the proceedi ngs as they
went, "both of themtogether.”

At all previous sacrifices, Abraham had taken with hima
| anb; but on this occasion |saac's wondering attention was drawn to
the om ssion of that constant appendage to their acts of sacrifice;
and with a sinmplicity which nust have touched Abrahamto the quick
he said, "My father, behold the fire and the wood! but where is the
lanb for a burnt-offering?" What a stab was this to that sorely-tried
heart, which dared not even reveal the secret beneath which it bowed;
and whi ch eagerly caught at a subterfuge to enable it to postpone the
answer. Thus with a gl eam of prophetic insight, mngled with
unwavering faith in Hmfor whose sake he was suffering, the father
answered, "My son, God will Hinself provide a |lanmb for a
burnt-offering.” So they went Both of them together

CAN WVE WONDER THAT ABRAHAM SHRANK FROM DI SCLOSI NG ALL THE
FACTS? -- W all have our treasures whomwe fondly | ove. W shudder
at the renotest thought of |losing them Wth breaking hearts we watch
the color fade fromthe cheek of a darling child, or mark the sl ow
progress of disease in some twin soul; but Abraham nmust submit to a
keener test than these. Qur dear ones depart in spite of all we do to
keep them but in Abrahami s case there was this added angui sh, that
he was to inflict the blow The |ast thought that |saac woul d have of
hi m woul d be, holding the uplifted knife; and even though the | ad
m ght be restored to him-- yet would it not be a revelation to the
young heart to discover that it was possible for his father to do to
hi man act of violence |ike that?

BUT AT LAST THE DI SCOVERY COULD NO LONGER BE W THHELD. - -
"They canme to the place which God had told himof, and Abraham built
an altar there, and laid the wood in order."” Can you not see the old
man slowly gathering the stones; bringing themfromthe furthest
di stance possible; placing themwith a reverent and judici ous
preci sion; and binding the wood with as much deliberation as
possi bl e? But at |last everything is conplete; and he turns to break
the fatal secret to the young | ad who had stood wonderingly by.
Inspiration draws a veil over that |ast tender scene -- the father's
announcenent of his mssion; the broken sobs; the kisses, wet with
tears; the instant subm ssion of the son, who was ol d enough and
strong enough to rebel if he had had the m nd. Then the binding of



that tender frame; which, indeed, needed no conpul sion, because the
young heart had | earned the secret of obedi ence and resignation
Finally, the lifting himto |lie upon the altar, on the wood. Here was
a spectacl e which nmust have arrested the attention of heaven. Here
was a proof of how much nortal man will do for the |love of God. Here
was an evidence of Child-like faith which nust have thrilled the
heart of the Eternal God, and nmoved Hmin the very depths of H's
being. Do you and | love God like this? Is He nore to us than our
nearest and dearest? Suppose they stood on this side, and He on that
side: would we go with Hm though it cost us the loss of all? You
think you would. Aye, it is a great thing to say. The air upon this
height is too rare to breathe with confort. The one explanation of it
is to be found in the words of our Lord; "He that |oveth father or
not her, son or daughter, nmore than Mg, is not worthy of Me" (Matthew
10: 37).

The bl ade was rai sed high, flashing in the rays of the
nmorni ng sun; but it was not pernmitted to fall. Wth the tenptation
God al so nade a way of escape. "And the angel of the Lord called unto
hi m out of heaven, and said, 'Abraham'" Wth what avidity would that
much-tried soul seize at anything that offered the chance of respite
or of pause! and he said, his uplifted hand returning gladly to his
side, "Here amI!" Wuld that we could nore constantly live in the
spirit of that response, so that God m ght constantly live in the
spirit of that response, so that God m ght always know where to find
us; and so that we mght be always ready to fulfil His will. Then
foll oned words that spoke rel ease and deliverance: "Lay not thine
hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him for now | know
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not w thheld thy son, thine
only son, from Me" (v.12).

VWhen we have given our best and costliest to God, passing our
gifts through the fire, surrendering themto Hs will, He will give
them back to us as gold refined -- nultiplied, as Job's bel ongi ngs
were. But it is also quite likely that He will not do so until we
have al nost |lost all heart and hope. "Abraham called the name of that
pl ace Jehovah-Jireh,” "The Lord will provide.” And so it passed into
a proverb, and nen said one to another, "In the nount of the Lord
del i verance shall be seen.” It is a true word. Deliverance is not
seen till we come to the nmount of sacrifice. God does not provide
deliverance until we have reached the point of our extrenest need. It
is when our Isaac is on the altar, and the knife is about to descend
upon him that God's angel interposes to deliver.

Near by the altar there was a thicket; and, as Abrahamlifted
up his eyes and | ooked around, he beheld a ram caught there by its
horns. Not hing coul d be nore opportune. He had wanted to show his
gratitude, and the fullness of his heart's devotion; and he gladly
went and took the ram and offered himup for a burnt-offering
instead of his son. Here, surely, is the great doctrine of
substitution; and we are taught how |life can only be preserved at the
cost of life given. According to one of the early Church witers,
there is a yet deeper nystery latent here; viz., that whilst |saac
represents the Deity of Christ, the ramrepresents Hi s human nature,
whi ch becanme a sacrifice for the sins of the world. I amnot user
that | would altogether accept this interpretation; because it is the
Deity of Christ working through H s humanity which gives value to His



sacrifice; but all through this marvelous story there is an evident
setting forth of the nysteries of Calvary.

Abraham s act enables us better to understand the sacrifice
whi ch God made to save us. The gentle subm ssion of Isaac, |aid upon
the altar with throat bare to the knife, gives us a better insight
into Christ's obedience to death. |Isaac's restoration to life, as
fromthe dead, and after having been three days dead in his father's
pur pose, suggests the resurrection from Joseph's tonb. Yet the
reality surpasses the shadow. |saac suffers with a clear apprehension
of his father's presence. Christ, bereft of the consciousness of H s
Father's |l ove, conplains of H's forsakenness. Al was done that |ove
could do to alleviate Isaac's anguish; but Christ suffered the
rudeness of coarse soldiery, and the upbraidings of Pharisee and
Scribe. |saac was spared death; but Christ drank the bitter cup to
its dregs.

Before they left the mountain brow, the angel of Jehovah once
nore addressed the patriarch. God had often pronm sed: now for the
first time He sware; and since He could swear by no greater He sware
by H nself, and said: "By Myself have | sworn, because thou hast done
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son; that in
blessing | will bless thee; and in multiplying I will nultiply thy
seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea
shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemes; and in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be bl essed; because thou hast
obeyed My voice" (v.16-17). Think not, O soul of man, that this is a
uni que and solitary experience. It is sinply a specinen and pattern
of God's dealings with all souls who are prepared to obey H m at
what ever cost. After thou hast patiently endured, thou shalt receive
the prom se. The nonent of suprene sacrifice shall be the nonment of
suprenme and rapturous blessing. God's river, which is full of water,
shal | burst its banks, and pour upon thee a tide of wealth and grace.
There is nothing, indeed, which God will not do for a man who dares
to step out upon what seens to be the mist; though as he puts down
his foot he finds it rock beneath him

ALL WHO BELI EVE ARE THE CHI LDREN OF FAlI THFUL ABRAHAM -- W
then, Gentiles though we are, divided fromhimby the |apse of
centuries, may inherit the blessing that he won; and the nore so as
we follow closely in his steps. That blessing is for us if we wll
claimit. That nultiplication of seed nay be realized in our
fruitful ness of service. That victory over all enem es nmay give us
victory in all time of our tenptation, and that blessing for all the
nations of the earth may be verified again as we go forth into al
the world telling the story of a Savior's death.

From that emi nence Abraham | ooked across the val e of
centuries, and saw the day of Christ. He "saw it, and was gl ad" (John
8:56). Wth a newlight in his heart, with a new conposure on his
face, talking nmuch with Isaac of the vision which had broken upon his
nobl e soul, Abrahamreturned to his young nmen. "And they rose up and
went together to Beersheba, and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba;" but the
hal o of the vision lit up the common places of his life, as it shal
do for us, when fromthe nounts of sacrifice we turn back to the
| owl ands of daily duty.



@2
CHAPTER TWENTY- TWD
MACHPELAH, AND I TS FI RST TENANT

"G ve nme a possession of a burying-place with you; that
may bury nmy dead out of my sight." -- CGenesis 23:4.

"And Abraham buried Sarah, his wife, in the cave of the
field of Machpel ah, before Manre." -- Genesis 23:19.

VWhen Abraham came down the slopes of Munt Mriah, hand in hand with
| saac, fifty years of his long life still lay before him O those
fifty years, twenty-five passed away before the event recorded in
this chapter. \Wat happened in those serene and untroubl ed years
which Iie between these two chapters, as a valley between two ridges
of hills, we do not know. In all Iikelihood one year was as much as
possi bl e |li ke anot her. Few events broke their nonotony. The river of
Abraham s |life had passed the rapids and narrows of its earlier
course, and now broadened into reaches of still water, over which its
current glided with an al nost inperceptible novenent.

The changes that mark the progress of our year are unknown
beneat h those gl ori ous skies which rain perpetual sunmer on the
earth; and the equabl eness of the climate is synbolical of the
equabl eness of the sinple partiarchal life. The tending of vast
fl ocks and herds; the perpetual recurrence of birth, marriage, and
deat h, anong the vast househol d of slaves; the occasional interchange
of hospitality with neighboring clans; special days for sacrifice and
wor ship; -- these would be the nost exciting episodes of that serene
and cal m exi stence, which is separated as far as possible from our
feverish, broken lives. And yet, is there so very nuch that we can
vaunt ourselves in, when we conpare our days with those? True, there
was not the railway; the telegraph wire; the journal; the constant
i nterchange of news. But perhaps life may nore fully attain its
ideal, and fulfil its purpose, when its nonments and hours are not
di ssipated by the constant intrusion of petty details, |ike those
which for nost of us nake up the fabric of existence.

Per haps we can never realize how nuch the nmenbers of such a
househol d as Abraham s woul d be to one another. Through | ong,
unbr oken periods they lived together, finding all their society in
one anot her. The course of pastoral life left anple leisure for close
personal intercourse; and it was inevitable that human |ives spent
under such circunstances shoul d grow together; even as trees in a
dense wood, wherein they sonetinmes becane so entangled and entw ned
that no human ingenuity can di sentangl e one from another. Thus it
must have happened that the | oss through death of one | oved and
famliar face would | eave a bl ank never to be filled, and scarcely
ever to be forgotten. W need not wonder, therefore, that so nmuch
stress is laid upon the death of Sarah, the chief event of those
fifty years of Abrahamis life; nor need we regret that such anple
details are given of her death and burial; since they enable us to
get a glinpse of the patriarch, and see if he has altered at al
during the quarter of a century which has passed over him



(1) WE ARE FI RST ARRESTED BY ABRAHAM S TEARS. -- "And Sarah
died in Kirjath-Arba; the sane is Hebron in the | and of Canaan."
Abr aham seens to have been away from hone, perhaps at Beersheba, when
she breathed her |ast; but he canme at once "to nourn for Sarah, and
to weep for her.” This is the first tinme we read of Abraham weepi ng.
We do not read that he wept when he crossed the Euphrates, and |eft
for ever home and kindred. There is no record of his tears when
tidings came to himthat his nephew Lot was carried into captivity.
He does not seemto have bedewed his pathway to Mount Mriah with the
tears of his heart. But now that Sarah is |ying dead before him the
fountains of his grief are broken up

WHAT MADE THE DI FFERENCE? -- Ah! there is all the difference
between DO NG God's will and SUFFERING it. So | ong as we have

something to do for God -- whether it be a toilsome march; or a
battle; or a sacrifice -- we can keep back our tears, and bear up our
attention fromour griefs. But when all is over; when there is

nothing nmore to do; when we are left with the silent dead, requiring
not hi ng nore at our hands; when the |last office is perforned, the
| ast flower arranged, the last touch given -- then the tears cone.

IT 1S NOT WONDERFUL THAT ABRAHAM WEPT. -- Sarah had been the
partner of his life for seventy or eighty years. She was the only
link to the honme of his childhood. She alone could synpathize with
hi m when he tal ked of Terah and Nahor, or of Haran and U of the
Chal dees. She alone was left of all who thirty years before had
shared the hardships of his pilgrimge. As he knelt by her side, what
a tide of menories nust have rushed over him of their conmon pl ans,
and hopes, and fears, and joys! He renmenbered her as the bright young
wife; as the fellowpilgrim as the childless persecutor of Hagar; as
t he prisoner of Pharaoh and Abi nel ech; as the | oving nother of I|saac;
and every menory would bring a fresh rush of tears.

There are sonme who chide tears as unmanly, unsubm ssive
unchristian. They would confort us with chill and pious stoicism
bi ddi ng us nmeet the nost agitating passages of our history with rigid
and tearl ess countenance. Wth such the spirit of the Gospel, and of
the Bible, has little synpathy. W have no synpathy with a norbid
sentinmentality; but we may well question whether the nman who cannot
weep can really love; for sorrowis |love, w dowed and bereaved -- and
where that is present, its npbst natural expression is in tears.
Rel i gi on does not cone to make us unnatural and inhuman; but to
purify and ennoble all those natural enotions with which our manifold
nature i s endowed. Jesus wept. Peter wept. The Ephesian converts wept
on the neck of the Apostle whose face they thought they were never to
see again. Christ stands by each nmourner, saying, "Wep, ny child;
weep, for | have wept."

Tears relieve the burning brain, as a shower the electric
cl ouds. Tears discharge the insupportable agony of the heart, as an
overfl ow | essens the pressure of the flood against the dam Tears are
the material out of which heaven weaves its brightest rainbows. Tears
are transnuted into the jewels of better life, as the wounds in the
oyster turn to pearls. Happy, however, is that man who, when he weeps
for his departed, has not to reproach hinself wth unkindnesses and
bitter words. We cannot al ways understand what nakes peopl e weep,



when we stand with themon the | oose earth beside the open grave. In
many cases their sorrow is due to pure affection; in sone cases,
however, there is an additional saltness in their tears, because of
unspoken regret. "I wish that | had not acted so: that | could recal
those words: that | had had another opportunity of expressing the
love | really felt, but hid: that | had taken nore pains to curb
nysel f; to be gentle, loving, endearing, and endeared. Ch for one
hour of explanation and confession and forgiveness!" Let us see to it
that we may never have to drink such bitter ingredients in the cup of
our bereavenent; and that we may not, let us not fail to give
expression to those nobler feelings which often strive wthin our
breasts, but which we too often repress.

And if sonme should read these words whose tears are the nore
bitter because they thensel ves are unsubm ssive, |et such renenber
t hat where they cannot feel resigned, they nust will to be resigned,
putting their will on God's side in this matter; asking HHmto take
it and fashion it according to H's own; and renenbering that our only
province is with the will. This is all God asks; and if this is right
with Hm He will subdue every other thought, and bring the whole
being into a state of glad acquiescence. "I delight to do Thy will, O
nmy God." "Though He slay ne, yet will | trust Hm"

(2) NOTI CE ABRAHAM S CONFESSI ON. -- "Abraham stood up from
before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, | ama
stranger and a sojourner with you; give ne a possession of a
buryi ng-pl ace with you" (23:3-4). See how sorrow reveal s the heart.
VWhen all is going well, we wap up our secrets; but when sorrow rends
the vail, the ARCANA of the inner tenple are laid bare! To | ook at
Abraham as the great and wealthy patriarch, the emir, the chieftain
of a mghty clan, we cannot guess his secret thoughts. He has been in
the land for sixty-two years; and surely by this time he nust have
lost his first feelings of loneliness. He is probably as settled and
naturalized as any of the princes round. So you mght think, until he
is widowed of his bel oved Sarah! Then, am dst his grief, you hear the
real man speaking his nost secret thought: "I ama stranger and a
soj ourner with you."

These are very remarkabl e words; and they were never
forgotten by his children. Speaking of the I and of prom se, God said,
t hrough Mbses, to the people, "The |and shall not be sold for ever;
for ye are strangers and sojourners with Me." Wen David and his
peopl e made splendid preparations to build the Tenple, as their
spokesman he said, "Who aml, and what is ny people, that we should
be able to offer so willingly? for all things conme of Thee; for we
are strangers before Thee and sojourners, as were all our fathers.
Qur days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding."
And, further, in one of his matchl ess Psal ns, he pleads, "Hear ny
prayer, O Lord! Hold not Thy peace at ny tears; for | ama stranger
with Thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were." (Psalm 39:12)

So deeply had those words of Abraham sunk in the national mnd, that
the Apostle inscribes themover the cenetery where the great and the
good of the Jewi sh nation lie entonbed: "These all died in faith, not
havi ng recei ved the prom ses, but having seen them afar off, and were
per suaded of them and enbraced them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrinms on the earth"” (Hebrews 11:13).



We may ask what it was that maintained this spirit in Abraham
for so many years. There is but one answer: "They that say such
things declare plainly that they seek a country" (Hebrews 11:14).
That country is never |ooked upon by the sun, or watered by the
rivers of the earth, or refreshed by the generous dews. It is the
better country, even the heavenly; the city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is Cod; the |and that needs neither sun nor
nmoon, because the Lord God and the Lanb are the light thereof.
Uprooted fromthe and of his birth, the patriarch could never take
root again in any earthly country; and his spirit was always on the
alert, eagerly reaching out towards the city of God, the hone where
only such royal souls as his can neet their peers, and find their
rest. He refused to be contented with anything short of this; and,
therefore, God was not ashaned to be called his God, because He had
prepared for hima city. How this elevation of soul shames sone of
us! In our better nonents we say that we are "the burgesses of the
ski es"; but our conversation is not in heaven, in our practica
ordinary daily life. W profess to look for a city; but we take good
care to nmake for ourselves an assured position anong the citizens of
this world. W affect to count all things dross; but the eagerness
wi th which, nmuck-rake in hand, we strive to heap together the
treasures of earth is a startling commentary upon our words.

(3) NOTICE ABRAHAM' S FAITH. -- Men are wont to bury their
dead beside their ancestors. The graves of past generations are the
heritage of their posterity. By themrather than by the habitations
of the living do tribes and races of nmen find their resting-place.
The American loves to visit the quiet English churchyard where his
fathers lie. The Jew elects in old age to journey to Pal estine, that
dyi ng he may be buried in soil consecrated by the remains of his
race. And it may be that Abrahamfirst thought of that far distant
grave in Charran, where Terah and Haran |lay buried. Should he take
Sarah thither? "No," thought he, "that country has no clai mupon ne
now. The only land, indeed, on which | have a claimis this wherein I
have been a stranger. Here in after-days shall nmy children live. Here
t he generations that bear ny nane shall spread thensel ves out as the
sands on the sea shore, and as the stars in the mdnight sky. It is
nmeet, therefore, that | should place our grave, in which Sarah their
nother, and | their father, shall lie, in the heart of the land -- to
be a nucl eus around whi ch our descendants shall gather in all com ng
time. What though, as God has told ne, four hundred years of
suffering and furnace fire nust pass, yet ny children shal
ultimately conme hither again: and I will hold the Iand in pl edge
against their comng, sure that it shall be as God has said!"

It is very beautiful to remark the action of Abrahamis faith
in this matter; and to see its outcone in his utter refusal to
receive the land as a gift fromany hand but that of God. Wen the
chieftains to whom he nade his appeal heard it, they instantly
of fered himthe choice of their sepulchre affirmng that none of them
woul d wi thhold his sepulchre fromso mighty a prince. And afterwards,
when he sought their intercession with Ephron the son of Zohar, for
t he obtaining of the cave of Machpel ah, which was at the end of his
field, and Ephron proposed to give it to himin the presence of the
sons of his people, Abraham steadfastly refused. It was all his as
the gift of God; it would be all his some day in fact; and in the
meanwhi | e he woul d purchase the tenporary use of that which he could



never accept as a gift fromany but his Almghty Friend.

And so after nany courteous speeches, in the dignified nmanner
which still prevails anmongst Orientals, "the field and the cave, and
all the trees, were nmade sure unto Abraham for a possession in the
presence of the children of Heth, before all that went in at the gate
of his city" (CGenesis 23:17-18). Their witness had the same binding
effect in those rude days as |egal docunments have in our own.

Ther e Abraham buried Sarah; there Isaac and |shmael buried
Abraham there they buried |Isaac, and Rebecca his wife; there Jacob
buri ed Leah; and there Joseph buried Jacob his father; and there in

all likelihood, guarded by the jeal ous Mdslem untouched by the
changes and storns that have swept around their quiet resting-place,
those remains are sleeping still, holding that land in fee, and

anticipating the time when on a |larger and nore prom nent scale the
prom se of God to Abraham shall be acconpli shed.

Not yet has the Divine promi se been fully realized. The
chil dren of Abraham have possessed the Land of Promise for "but a
little while" (Isaiah 63:18). For |ong ages their adversaries have
hel d sway there. But the days are hastening on when once nore God
will set H's hand to gather His chosen people fromall |ands; and the
i nfidel shall no |onger desecrate those sacred spots; but once again
shall the hills, and valleys, and pasture | ands of Pal estine cone
into the possession of the seed of Abraham the friend of Cod.

@3

CHAPTER TWVENTY- THREE

THE SCUL'S ANSWER TO THE DI VI NE SUMVONS
"I will go!" -- Cenesis 24:58.

Carry back your mind for thirty-seven centuries. The |loft light of an
Oiental sunset falls gently on the fertile grazing grounds watered
by the broad Euphrates; and as its gloomlights up all the | andscapes
dotted by flocks, and huts, and villages, it irradiates with an
especial wealth of color the little town of Haran, founded one
hundred years before by Terah, who, travelling northwards from Ur,
resolved to go no further. The old man was smarting keenly at the
recent |oss of his youngest son, and after himthe infant settl enment
was nanmed. And so in time houses were built, and girdled by a wall in
Oiental style. There Terah died, and thence the caravan had started
at the command of CGod across the terrible desert, for the unknown
Land of Prom se. One branch of the famly, however -- that of Nahor

- -- lived there still. H's son, Bethuel, was the head; and in that
famly, at the time of which I speak, there was at |east a nother; a
br ot her naned Laban; and a daughter in the first flush of girlish
beauty, Rebecca.

It is Rebecca who occupies the central place in the pastora
scene before us. Al her young life had been spent in that old town.
Daught er of the Shei kh though she was, yet she was not kept in that
listless indolence which is the curse of so many well-born girls



today. She coul d make savory neat, and tend the fl ocks, as her niece
Rachel did in after-years on that sane spot, and carry her pitcher
graceful ly poi sed upon her shoul der. She knew by nane all the people
who dwelt in that little tow; and she had heard of those of her

ki ndred who before her birth had gone beyond the great desert, and of
whom hardly a word had travell ed back for so many years. She little
guessed the greatness of the world, and of her place init; and in
her wil dest dreams she never thought of doing nore than |iving and
dying within the narrow limts of her native place. Elastic in step
nodest in manner, pure in heart, am able and generous, with a very
fair face, as the sacred story tells us -- howlittle did she imagi ne
that the wheel of God's providence was soon to catch her out of her
qui et home, and whirl her into the mghty outer world that |ay beyond
the horizon of desert sand.

On a special evening a stranger halted at the well, outside
the little town. He had with hima stately caravan of ten canels,
each richly laden, and all bearing traces of long travel. There the
little band waited, as if not knowi ng what next to do. Its | eader was
probably the good Eliezer, the steward of Abraham s house, who had
cone there on a solemm conmission fromhis master. Abraham was now
advanced in years. Isaac his son was forty years of age, and the old
man | onged to see himsuitably married; and though his faith never
doubted that God would fulfil H's prom se of the seed, yet he was
desirous of clasping in his aged arns the second |ink between himand
his posterity. He had therefore bound his trusty servant by a double
oath: first, that he would not take a wife for Isaac fromthe
daughters of the Canaanites around them but fromhis own kith and
kin at Haran; and secondly, that he would never be an acconplice to
Isaac's return to the |and which he had left. This sol emm oath was
it up by the assurance of the old man, that the Lord God of heaven,
who took himfromhis father's house and the [and of his kindred,
woul d send Hi s angel before him and would crown his mssion with
success.

Having arrived at the city-well towards nightfall, -- "even,
the tine that wonen go out to draw water"” -- the devout |eader asked
that God woul d send hi m "good speed,” addressing the Al mghty as the
Lord God of his master Abraham and pleading that in prospering his
way He woul d show ki ndness to his master. The sinplicity and
trustful ness of his prayer are very beautiful; and are surely the
reflection of the piety which reigned in than vast encanpnent
gat hered around the wells of Beersheba, and which was the result of
Abrahams own close walk with God. There would be less fault to find
with servants in the present day, if they were treated as servants
were once treated -- as souls rather than hands; and if they were
encouraged to imtate, because they had |learned to admre, the
character of those with whomthey live in such close contact. Al as
that servants in Christian hones often find so little to attract them
to the godliness which is professed, but scantily practiced!

IT IS OQUR PRIVI LEGE TO TALK W TH GOD ABQUT EVERYTHI NG I N
LIFE. The minutest things are not too small for H mwho nunbers the
hairs of our heads. No day can we afford to spend, w thout asking
that He shoul d send us good speed. Well would it be for us, as we
stand by the well at norning, or at eventide, to commt our way unto
the Lord, trusting that He should bring it to pass. And if this be



true of ordinary days, how nuch nore of those days which decide
destiny, which are the watershed of life, and in which plans are
concl uded which may affect all after-years! Nor is it wong for us to
ask a sign formGod, if by this we nean that He would permt the

ci rcunstances of our daily lot to indicate His will: to confirm by
inner inspiration fromH nself, and to enbody, in fact, that which
has al ready been inpressed upon our own consci ence. W have no right
to ask for signs for the gratification of a norbid curiosity; but we
are justified in asking for the concurrence of outward providence
indicating the will of God. It was a holy and a happy inspiration
that led the godly servant to ask that the dansel, who responded with
courteous alacrity to his request for water, should be she whom God
had appointed as a bride for his master's son; and it happened to him
as it will always happen to those who have |l earned to trust |ike
little children, that "before he had done speaking," his answer was
waiting by his side.

We need not tell in detail all that followed: the gifts of
heavy jewelry; the reverent recognition of God's goodness in
answering prayer, as the nan bowed down his head and worshi pped the
Lord; the swift run honme; the admration of nother and brother at the
splendid gifts; the breathless telling of the unexpected neeting; the
proffered hospitality of Laban, whose notions of hospitality were
qui ckened by his keen eye for gain, and who spoke the words of
wel cone with extra heat because he saw the rich | ading of the camnels;
t he provision of straw and provender for the canels, of water for the
feet of the weary drivers, and of food for their |eader, and the
refusal to eat until his errand was unravelled and its purpose
acconpl i shed; the story, told in glowing words, of Abraham s
greatness; the narrative of the wonderful way in which the speaker
had been | ed, and Rebecca indicated; the final request that her
relati ves would deal kindly and truly in the matter; and their
unhesitating and swift consent in words that drew the ol d servant
prostrate to the ground in holy ecstasy as he worshi pped the Lord.
"Behol d," they said, "Rebecca is before thee; take her and go: and
let her be thy naster's wife, as the Lord hath spoken.”

Then from his treasures he brought forth jewels of silver and
jewels of gold, and rainent with which to deck Rebecca's fair form
her nmother and Laban al so received precious things to their hearts
desire. "Then they did eat and drink, he and the nmen that were with
him and tarried all night." In the early dawn, refusing al
invitation to further waiting, Abrahamis steward started back again,
carrying with him Rebecca and her nurse; and through the fragrant
morning air the blessings of that little cluster of friendly hearts
were wafted to her ear, as seated on her canmel, and wapped in a
dream of girlish hope and wonder, she caught the | ast voice from her
hone. "They addressed Rebecca and said unto her, Thou art our sister
be thou the nother of thousands of millions; and | et thy seed possess
the gate of those which hate them"

We nust thus pass over the details of this story, which
carries on its forefront the stanmp of inspiration and of truth;
suffice it to say that it has no superior in this book for its rich
soft, placid style. It is full of those touches of nature which nmake
all nmen kin, and which nove them everywhere alike. Let us not elicit
two or three further lessons to illustrate by it the Divine summons,



and the answer of the soul

(1) A LESSON TO THOSE WHO CARRY THE SUMMONS OF GOD. -- LET US
SATURATE OUR WORK W TH PRAYER. -- Like his master, the servant would
not take a single step without prayer. Not that he al ways spoke
al oud. No one woul d have known that the old man prayed as he stood
there by the well. Nor did he arbitrarily dictate to God; but he
threw the whole responsibility of the matter upon H m who had ever
shown Hinself so true a Friend to his bel oved master. He had a nost
difficult thing to do, in which strong chances were runni ng agai nst
him Was it likely that a young girl would care to | eave her home to
cross the vast expanse of sand in conpany with hinself, a conplete
stranger, and to becone the wi fe of one whom she had never seen?
"Peradventure the woman will not follow ne!" and if she were wlling,
her relatives mght not be; but he prayed, and prayed again, and
God' s good speed crowned his errand with conpl ete success.

We too are sonetinmes sent on very unlikely errands: Humanly
speaki ng, our nmission seens likely to prove a failure; but those who
trust in God have not the word "failure" in their vocabulary. Their
hearts are centers fromwhich the fragrance of silent prayer is ever
exhaling into the presence of God. They succeed where they seem
menaced with certain disappointnent. Christian worker! never start on
any mssion for God, whether to an individual soul or to a
congregation, without the prayer, "Send ne good speed this day."

WE MUST ALSO WAI T UPON GCD FOR DI RECTION. -- Abraham s
steward asked that the chosen bride should be willing to draw water
for his canels. Atrifle this nmust seemto sone; and yet it was a
true test for a girl's nature. It showed a ready ki ndness of heart,
whi ch was prepared to outrun the requirenments of conventiona
politeness. It indicated a nature in which haughty pride had no
place. Is it not a fact that in such trivial, unstudied acts there is
a sure index of character? Very often God's servants make great
m st akes; because they force thensel ves on souls, not living in the
will of God, not seeking the indication of H s bidding, not waiting
until He should open the door of circunstance into sone new life. W
do not always realize the solem nystery that surrounds each human
soul ; or the depths into which all spiritual consci ousness may have
receded; or the thick cake of worldliness and carel essness which may
have crusted over the sensibilities of the being. God only
understands all this; and we should do very wisely to wait
expectantly and trustfully for Hmto open up the way of access into
the citadel of the heart. W may be sure that in this God will not
fail us, but that whilst we are speaking He will hear and answer.

LET US SAY MUCH IN PRAI SE OF OQUR MASTER. -- It is beautiful
to notice how el oquent the old man is about his master. He does not
say one word about hinmself, or extol hinself in any way, so absorbed
was he in the story of his absent, distant lord. Was not this al so
characteristic of the Apostles, who preached not thensel ves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord; and whose narratives are |like colorless glass,
only letting Hs glory through? Al as! that we so obtrude oursel ves,
that nmen go away tal king of us. Let us |ose ourselves in our thene.
And whilst we show the jewels of Christian character in our own
deportnment, let the theme of our nessage be: "The Lord Jehovah hath
greatly bl essed our Master, Christ, and has given H ma nanme which is



above every nane; and has raised Hmto Hi s ow right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all principality and power, and every nane
that is named: and He is worthy to receive power, and riches, and
strength, and honor, and glory, and bl essing.” And when success
attends your words, be sure to give all the glory to Hmfromwhomit
has cone.

(2) THE SUWMONS | TSELF was a call to a sinple, penniless girl
to ally herself in marriage to one of the wealthiest and nobl est of
earth's aristocracy. It was not sent because of her worth, or wealth,
or beauty; but because it was so willed in the heart and counsel of
Abraham Such a call is sent to every soul that hears the Gospel. In
yonder azure depths lives the great Father God. He has one Son, His
onl y-begotten and wel | -bel oved. He has resol ved to choose from
anongst men those who as one Church shall constitute His bride for
ever. He sends this call to you, not because you are worthy, or
weal t hy, or beautiful; but because He has so willed it in the
counsels of H's own heart; and He |ongs that you shall be willing to
detach yourself fromall that you hold dear. This is H s nessage:
"Hear ken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear! forget
al so thine own people and thy father's house: so shall the King
greatly desire thy beauty: for He is thy Lord; and worship thou Hi nt
(Psal m 95:10-11)

And if that call is obeyed, thou shalt |ose thine own nane,
sinner, in Hs name; thou shalt be arrayed in His fair jewels; thou
shalt share His wealth; thou shalt sit down with H mon H s throne;
all things shall be thine. WIt thou go with this Man? WIt thou
| eave all to be Christ's? WIt thou give thine unseen Lover thine
heart, to be His for ever? Conme and put yourself under the convoy of
the bl essed Holy Spirit, who pleads the cause of Jesus, as did
Abraham s servant that of Isaac; and | et Hi mconduct you where Jesus
is.

(3) HOWTO DEAL WTH THI S SUMMONS. -- WE MUST FI ND ROOM FOR
IT. -- "Cone in, thou bl essed of the Lord; wherefore standest thou
wi thout? for |I have prepared a house and room" The Master saith,
"Where is the guest-chanber?" There was no roomfor Christ in the
i nn: but we nust make roomfor Hmin the heart: or, at |least, we
must be willing that He should nake room for H nself.

VWE MUST BEAR WTNESS. -- "The dansel ran, and told her
nmot her' s house."” As soon as you have heard the call, and received the
jewel s of prom se, which are the earnest of your inheritance, you
must go hone to your friends and tell themwhat great things the Lord
hat h done for you.

WE MUST NOT PROCRASTI NATE, OR CONFER W TH FLESH AND BLOCD. - -
Men, and circunstances, would fain defer our starting on pilgrimage.
This is Satan's nethod of breaking off the union for ever. There nust
be no dallying or delay: but when the enquiry is put to us, "WIt
thou go with this man?" we nust pronptly and swiftly answer, "I wll

go."

The journey was |long and toil some; but all the way the heart
of the young girl was sustained by the tidings told her by the
faithful servant, who beguiled the weary mles with stories of the



hone to which she was journeying, and the man with whom her |ife was
to be united -- "Wiom havi ng not seen, she | oved; and in whom though
she saw himnot, she rejoiced."” She already |oved him and ardently

| onged to see him

One evening the neeting came. |saac had gone forth to
meditate at eventide, sadly lanmenting the | oss of his nother, eagerly
anticipating the comng of his bride, and interweaving all with holy
t hought. And when he lifted up his eyes across the pastures, lo, the
canel s were com ng, and the two young souls | eapt to each ot her
Happy neeting! which nade Rebecca oblivious to all the trials and
hardshi ps of her journey, and the | oss of her friends. Was it not
al so an enbl em of the nonment when the work of the Holy Spirit, our
graci ous Conductor, will conclude in the presence of our Lord, the
true Bridegroomof saintly hearts, and we shall see his face, to be
for ever with Hm going no nore out for ever?

And after a while in that silent home, there was again the
prattle of childish voices; and for several years the patriarch
rejoiced in the presence of his grandchildren, to whom he would tel
the history of the past, on which his aged soul loved to dwell. And
of one narrative those | ads would never tire; that which told how
their father had once clinbed the sutmmit of Mriah, to be, as it
were, raised fromthe dead.

@4
CHAPTER TVENTY- FOUR
GATHERED TO HI S PECPLE

"These are the days of the years of Abrahamis |ife which he
lived; an hundred, threescore, and fifteen years. Then
Abr aham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old
man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people.™

-- Cenesis 25:8.

No human name can vie with Abrahamis for the w de-spread reverence
which it has evoked anongst all races and throughout all time. The
pi ous Jew | ooked forward to reposing, after death, in the bosom of
Fat her Abraham The fact of descent from himwas counted by thousands
sufficient to secure thema passport into heaven. Apostles so
opposite as Paul and James united in comrendi ng his exanple to the
imtation of primtive Christians, in an age which had seen the Lord
Jesus Hi nsel f. The nedi eval Church canoni zed Abraham al one anong A d
Testanment worthies, by no decree, but by popul ar consent. Devout

Mosl ens reverence his name as second only to that of their prophet.
VWhat was the secret of this wi despread renown? It is not because he
headed one of the greatest novenents of the human fanmily; nor yet
because he evinced manly and intellectual vigor; nor because he
possessed vast wealth. It was rather the remarkable nobility and
grandeur of his religious |life that has made hi mthe object of
veneration to all generations of mankind.

AT THE BASIS OF HH'S CHARACTER WAS A M GHTY FAI TH. -- " Abraham
believed God." In that faith he left his native |land, and travelled



to one which was prom sed, but not clearly indicated. In that faith
he felt able to I et Lot choose the best he could for hinself; because
he was sure that none could do better for hinself than God was
prepared to do for the one who trusted Hm In that faith he waited

t hrough | ong years, sure that God would give himthe prom sed child.
In that faith he lived a nomad life, dwelling in tents, and naking no
attenpt to return to the settled country from which he had cone out.

I ndeed, his soul was consuned with the passionate expectancy of the
city of God. In that faith he was prepared to offer |saac, and buried
Sar ah.

Do not suppose that his faith dwelt alone. On the contrary,
it bore much fruit; for if we test himby those catal ogues of the
fruits of faith which are provided in the New Testanent, we shal
find that he nmanifested them each and all. Take, for instance, that
chain of linked graces enunerated in the Second Epistle by the
Apostl e Peter; a kind of gol den | adder, stretched across the chasm
bet ween heaven and earth, and uniting them

TO FAI TH HE ADDED VI RTUE, OR MANLY COURAGE. -- Wat could
have been nore nmanly than the speed with which he arned his trained
servants; or than the heroismw th which he, with a train of
undi sci pl i ned shepherds, broke on the disciplined bands of Assyri a,
driving them before himas the chaff before the whirlw nd, and
returning victorious down the long valley of the Jordan?

AND TO MANLY COURAGE HE ADDED KNOMLEDGE. -- All his life he
was a student in God's college of divinity. Year by year fresh
revel ati ons of the character and attributes of God broke upon his
soul . He grew in the know edge of God and the Divine nature, which at
the first had been to hima TERRA | NCOGNI TA. An unknown country grew
beneat h his gaze: as he clinbed through the years into closer
fellowship with God, and fromthe summt | ooked down upon its |engths
and breadths, its depths and heights, its oceans, nountain-ranges,
and pl ai ns.

AND TO KNOALEDGE HE ADDED TEMPERANCE, OR SELF- CONTROL. - -
That he was master of hinself is evident fromthe way in which he
repelled the offer of the King of Sodom and curbed his spirit amd
the irritations caused by Lot's herdsnen. The strongest spirits are
t hose whi ch have the strongest hand upon thensel ves, and are abl e,
therefore, to do things which weaker nen would fail in. There is no
type of character nore splendid than that of the man who is master of
hi nsel f, because he is the servant of CGod; and who can rule others
rightly because he can rule hinmself well.

AND TO TEMPERANCE, PATIENCE. -- Speaking of him the voice of
New Testanment inspiration affirnms that he "patiently endured"
(Hebrews 6:16). No ordinary patience was that which waited through
the I ong years, not murmuring or conplaining, but prepared to abide
Cod's tinme; weaned fromthe breasts of earthly consol ation and hel p,
and quieted after the manner of the Psalm st, who said, "I have
qui eted nyself as a child that is weaned of his nother: ny soul is
even as a weaned child. Let Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth
and for ever." (Psalns 131:2-3).

AND TO HI' S PATI ENCE HE ADDED GODLI NESS. -- One of his chief



characteristics was his piety -- a constant sense of the presence of
God in his life, and a | ove and devotion to H m Werever he pitched
his tent, there his first care was to rear an altar. Shechem Hebron
Beersheba -- alike saw these tokens of his reverence and love. In
every time of trouble he turned as naturally to God as a child to its
father; and there was such holy intercourse between his spirit and
that of God, that the nane by which he is now best known throughout
the East is "THE FRIEND' -- a nane which he holds PAR EXCELLENCE, and
whi ch has al nost overshadowed the use of that name by which we know
hi m best .

AND TO GODLI NESS HE ADDED BROTHERLY KI NDNESS. -- Sone nmen who
are devoted towards God are lacking in the tenderer qualities towards
those nost closely knit with themin famly bonds. Not so was it with
Abraham He was full of affection. Beneath the cal mexterior and the
erect bearing of the mghty chieftain there beat a warm and
af fectionate heart. Listen to that passionate cry, "Oh that |shnae
m ght |ive before Thee!" Remenber God's own testinony to the
af fection he bore towards |Isaac -- "Thy son, thine only son, whom
thou | ovest." Abrahamis nature therefore may be conpared to those
ranges of mighty hills, whose summits rear thensel ves above the
regi on of stornms, and hold converse with the skies; whilst their
| ower slopes are clothed with woods and neadows, where honest eads
nestle and bright children string their necklaces of flowers with
merry | aughter.

AND TO BROTHERLY KI NDNESS HE ADDED CHARITY, OR LOVE. -- In
his dealings with nen he could afford to be generous, open-hearted,
open-handed; willing to pay down the large price demanded for
Machpel ah' s cave without haggling or conplaint; destitute of petty
pride; affable, courteous, able to break out into sunny |aughter
right with God, and therefore able to shed upon nmen the rays of a
genial, restful noble heart.

ALL THESE THI NGS VWERE | N H M AND ABOUNDED, and they made him
neither barren nor unfruitful; they nade his calling and el ection
sure; they prepared for himan abundant entrance into the everlasting
ki ngdom of God our Savior. The thought that underlies the expression
in the Geek (PLOUSIWs HE EI SODCS) is richly significant. The words
denote the wel cone given by choral songs and joyous greetings to the
conqueror who, laden with spoils, returned to his native city; and
they indicate that for some favored souls, at least, there is waiting
on the threshold of the other world a wel cone so exuberant, so
boi sterous in its unutterable joy, so royally denonstrative, as to
resenble that given in all times to those who have conferred great
benefits, or who have learnt the art of stirring the |oyal devotion
of their fellows. If such an entrance could be accorded to any one,
certainly it would be to Abraham when, stooping beneath the weight
of one hundred threescore and fifteen years, "he gave up the ghost,
and died at a good old age, an old man, full of years, and was
gathered to his people.™

" ABRAHAM GAVE UP THE GHOST." -- There was no reluctance in
his death; he did not cling to life -- he was glad to be gone; and
when the angel - messenger summoned him wi thout a struggle, nay, with
t he readi ness of glad consent, his spirit returned to God who gave
it.



HE WAS GATHERED TO HI S PEOPLE. -- This cannot refer to his
body; for that did not sleep beside his ancestors, but side by side
with Sarah's. Surely then it nust refer to his spirit. The world's
grey fathers knew little of the future; but they felt that there was
somewhere a mustering place of their clan, whither devout and holy
soul s were being gathered, one by one, so that each spirit, as it
passed fromthis world, went to rejoin its people; the people from
which it had sprung: the people whose name it bore; the people to
which by its tastes and synpathies it was akin.

VWat a lovely synonymfor death! To DIE is to rejoin our
people; to pass into a world where the great clan is gathering,
wel comi ng with shouts each new comer through the shadows. Were are
your people? | trust they are God's people; and if so, those that
bear your nane, standing on the other shore, are nore numerous than
t he handful gathered around you here; many whom you have never known,
but who know you; many whom you have | oved and | ost awhile; many who
wi t hout you cannot be made perfect in their happi ness. There they
are, rank on rank, conmpany on conpany, reginent on reginment, watching
for your com ng. Be sure you do not disappoint them But remenber, if
your people are God's people, you cannot be gathered to them unl ess
first in faith and | ove you are gathered to H m

Little doubt had this noble nan of the recognition of saintly
spirits in the other world; and indeed, it is an untrue conception
which has filled the future with strange spirits, unknow ng and
unknown. Heaven is not a prison with tier on tier of cells; but a
HOVE. And what is hone without the recognition and | ove of fond
hearts? So long as we read of David going to his child; of Pau
anticipating the pleasure of neeting again his converts; of the wonen
and di sciples being able to recogni ze the appearance and the | ove of
the Savior amd the glory of the resurrection body -- we may be
prepared to believe, with the patriarch, that dying is re-union with
those to whomin the deepest sense we are related. Spiritua
affinities are for all tine and for eternity, and will discover
t hensel ves through all worlds.

“"AND HI'S SONS, | SAAC AND | SHVAEL, BURIED HHM IN THE CAVE OF
MACHPELAH. " -- There were great differences between these two.
I shmael, the child of his slave: Isaac, of the wedded w fe. |Ishmael
the of fspring of expediency: |saac, of promi se. Ishmael, wild and
masterful, "the wild ass"; strongly marked in his individuality;
proud, independent, swift to take an insult, swift to avenge it:
| saac, quiet and retiring, subm ssive and neek, willing to carry
wood, to be kept in the dark, to be bound, to yield up his wells, and
to let his wife govern his house. And yet all differences were wi ped
out in that nonment of supreme sorrow, and coming fromhis desert
fastnesses, surrounded by his wild and ruffian freebooters, |shnmae
united with the other son of their common father, who had di spl aced
himin his inheritance, and who was so great a contrast to hinself;
but all differences were snoothed out in that hour.

Many anci ent chieftains may have been gathered by that ancient
cave, to join in one last act of respect to the mghty prince who had
dwelt anongst themfor so long. Anmid the wail of the wonmen, and the
dirge which even to this day tells of sorrow for departed worth in



Eastern lands -- borne by a band of his trusted retainers, whilst a
vast concourse of the canp stood wapped in reverent silence around
- -- the remains of the man who had dared to trust God at all costs,
and who with pilgrimsteps had traversed so many weary mles, were
solemmly laid beside the dust of Sarah, his faithful wife. There, in
all probability, they rest even to this day, and thence they will be
rai sed at the com ng of the King.

Qut of materials which were by no neans extraordi nary, Cod
built up a character with which He could hold fell owship as friend
with friend; and a Iife which has exerted a profound influence on al
after-tinme. It would seemas if He can raise any crop He chooses,
when the soil of the heart and |life are entirely surrendered to Hm
Why shoul d not we henceforth yield ourselves utterly to H s divine
husbandry, asking Hmto fulfil in us the good pleasure of H's
goodness, and the work of faith with power? Only let us trust Hm
fully, and obey Hminstantly and utterly; and as the years pass by,
they shall witness results which shall bring glory to God in the
hi ghest, whilst they fill us with ceasel ess praise.
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ETEXT EDI TOR S NOTE

This digital edition is based on Christian Literature
Crusade's uncopyrighted "Classic Portraits" reprint. It was manual |y
retyped with mnimal changes in punctuation and spelling, and a very
light salting of clarifying word-changes: no nore, | judge, than any
publ i sher of a new y-typeset edition mght have nmade. This is not a
"noder ni zed" edition, but the preservation of a great old book. As
long as a print-nmedia edition is avail able, | suggest that rather
than "printing out" the etext, that you sinply purchase a copy, and
use this edition as an easily-sharable online resource.

F. B. Meyer was one of those who "found the secret”, who dug
the wells in the right places. | pray that many, |ike Isaac, wll
find again these fountains of blessing in the Spirit, which those who
have gone before us have al ready di scovered, and will al so continue
to dig new wells of refreshing wherever God illum nates his riches to
needy hearts. Meyer's purpose was to | ead many into the same kind of
faith that "Father Abrahanmt |ived by, and that even those of us who
are believers "fromthe nations" may receive "the blessing of
Abraham " Meyer's rich biography of ABRAHAM is worthy of thoughtful
and prayerful study, of preservation, and of w despread sharing in
any nedi um avail abl e.

In the process of retyping this classic work, | found Meyer
- --or rather the Lord through H's servant-- constantly speaking to ny
heart, encouraging and challenging nme to trust in God's call and
prom ses, and to be faithfully obedient to pursue the works God has
|aid before ne. | trust and pray that this book in any nedi um or
| anguage will continue to bless and challenge God's people to grow in
their "friendship®™ with the true and living Almghty God, until the
glorified Messiah, the Lord Jesus, shall return for H s own.

Since the reborn nation of Israel and the resurrected



| anguage of Hebrew have been a part of ny world since chil dhood, |
was particularly struck by Meyer's repeated insistence that God's
prom se to bring the Jews back to Pal esti ne woul d i ndeed be
fulfilled, even though eighteen centuries up to his tinme had not seen

it. | studied "npdern" Hebrew in college as a spoken living | anguage,
and | see news reports fromlsrael on television routinely. | am

i npressed that the prophecy which seemed humanly so unlikely to
Meyer's generation, | see fulfilled as everyday nmundane reality: but

Meyer had cherished it with the vision of faith.

If this digital edition is used as the basis for other
print-nmedia or digital-nedia editions, or translations into other
| anguages, | would like to hear about it, and strongly request that
this note be included (perhaps as an appendi x) in subsequent editions
based on this etext; although the book I worked fromis in the public
domain, and | make no claimof "editor's copyright” on this etext.
Since | did nake m nor changes, | think ny requests fit in with a
general principle of accountability.

I would al so wel cone notes fromreaders who are sinply
bl essed by this work. Mst of what | amdistributing is available in
CompuServe's Religion Forum Evangelicals File section, browse/scan
keyword "ccp". | also hope that Project GQutenberg will include this
etext and sone of "ny" others in their distribution

May the bl essing of Abraham be yours!

- --Cyde C. Price, Jr.
Decenber 1995
Atl anta, Ceorgia, USA
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