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"I will set no unclean thing before my eyes." (Psalm 101:3)

Pornography & the Bible

Social &
Psychological
Effects of Porn

Research has shown
that 40 to 50% of
rapists use porn to
arouse themselves prior

to seeking out a victim.

Even brief exposure to
violent forms of
pornography can lead to
anti-social attitudes and
behavior - i.e., a more
aggressive attitude

toward women.

Studies have shown that
exposure to porn can
lead to increased
desensitization to sexual

violence and rape.

A strong statistical
correlation has been
found between
circulation rates of porn
magazines and rape

rates in that area.

Statistics

Pornography is an $8-
billion-a-year business.

17.5 million surfers
visited porn sites from
home computers in Jan.
2000, a 40% increase
from 4 months earlier.
(Source: US News &
World Report,

3/27/2000)

Web surfers spent $970
million accessing porn

Diane Dew

Although pornography is not specifically
addressed in Scripture, the principle
(viewing/reading what's impure) certainly is:

Matthew 5:28 "If a man looks on a woman to lust after her,
he has committed adultery with her already in his heart."

Psalm 101:3 "I will set no unclean thing before my eyes."

Philippians 4:7, 8 "Keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus... Whatsover things are pure... if there be any virtue...

think on these things."

The word "pornography" comes from the
Greek porneia, porneuo, and porne. Porneia is
translated "fornication" in the King James Version
(Mat 5:32; John 8:41; Rom 1:29; 1 Corin
6:9,13,18; Gal 5:19; Rev 19:2; etc.). Porneuo is
the verb "to commit fornication," as in 1 Corin
6:18. Porne is translated "harlot" in Mat 21:31-32;
1 Corin 6:15; and Rev 17:5.

Ephesians 5:5 "For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God."

1 Timothy 1:10 "For whoremongers, for them that defile
themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for
perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is
contrary to sound doctrine"

Hebrews 13:4 "Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed
undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will
judge."

Revelation 21:8 "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the
second death."

Revelation 22:15 "For without are dog, and sorcerers, and

whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie."

Many lustful sins take place in the dark, in
secret, but nothing is hid from God:

Hebrews 4:13 "All things are naked and opened to the eyes
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1 Peter 2:9

Legal Definition of
Obscenity

The 1973 case of Miller v.
California defined

"obscenity"as material tha
meets all three of the follc

conditions:

1. The average person, apj
contemporary community
standards, would find that
work, taken as a whole, af

to the prurient interests.

2. The work depicts or
describes, in a patently
offensive way, sexual con
specifically defined by the
applicable state (or federa

and

3. The work taken as a wh
lacks serious, artistic, poli

or scientific value.
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sites in 1998. (Source:
Datamonitor research

firm)

Porn accounts for 69%
of the $1.4 billion pay-
to-view online-content
market, compared to
video games (4%) and
sports (2%). (Source:
US News & World
Report, 3/27/2000)

16% of the Internet's
porn materials are
accessed through
America Online - which
brings in $7 million per
month via porn.
(Source: US News &
World Report,

3/27/2000)

Cyberporn sales
accounted for 8% of last
year's $18 billion e-
commerce. (Source:
Forrester Research

report)

The top internet porn
site boasted more
unique visitors in Jan.
2000 than ESPN.com,
CDNOW, or
barnesandnoble.com.
(Source: US News &
World Report,

3/27/2000)

In the U.S., nearly 900
theaters show porn
films and more than
15,000 adult bookstores
and video stores offer

porn material.

Pornography is material
that "is predominantly
sexually explicit and
intended primarily for
the purpose of sexual
arousal." Hard core
porn "is sexually
explicit in the extreme,
and devoid of any other
apparent content or
purpose." (Source:
Final Report of the
Attorney General's
Commission on

Pornography, p. 8)

of Him with whom we have to do."

Numbers 32:23 "Be sure your sin will find you out."

More serious than other sins?
Pornography seems more disgusting than other
evils.

1 Corinthians 6:18 "Every sin that a man doeth is without
the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against
his own body. "

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 "What? Know ye not that your body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you ...? therefore
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's."

'Just looking'?

Some would argue that looking at the naked
human body is not evil, because God made it
beautiful, and Adam and Eve were naked in the
garden. However, that was before sin entered the
picture.

"The eye is the window of the soul," as the
saying goes. What we look at does affect us
spiritually - and can cause us to sin. David "SAW"
the woman naked, before he got ideas to sin with
her. Jesus said that if a man "/ooks at a woman to
lust after her, he has committed adultery with her
already in his heart"; etc. The sin takes place even
before the action is executed.

Scripture gives many examples of men being
enticed by the sight of a woman. Shechem saw the
woman before he raped her. David saw the
woman bathing before he had sex with her. Judah
saw the harlot before he had sex with her. It was
the same for Samson, etc.

Genesis 34:2 "And when Shechem the son of Hamor the
Hivite, the prince of the land, SAW HER, he took her and

lay with her by force."

2 Samuel 11:2-5 "Now when evening came David arose
from his bed and walked around on the roof of the king's
house, and from the roof he SAW A WOMAN BATHING;
and the woman was very beautiful in appearance. So David
sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, 'Is this
not ... the wife of Uriah the Hittite?' And David sent
messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he lay
with her... And the woman conceived; and she sent and told

"m

David, and said, 'l am pregnant.
Matthew 5:28 "but I say to you, that everyone who LOOKS
on a woman to LUST for her has committed adultery with

her already in his heart.

Genesis 38:2-3 "And Judah SAW there a daughter of a
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Related Bible Stud

Adultery & Fornicati

Study in the Scriptt

Holiness: A Study ir
Scriptures

Temptation: A Stud
the Scriptures

Spiritual Warfare

ACTION BOX

What Can / Do?

Contact Movie Gallery
President Harrison Parri
and urge him to get out
the pornography busine:
Movie Gallery is the
nation's third largest vid
store chain.

Mr. Harrison Parrish,
President

Movie Gallery

900 Main St.

Dothan, AL 36301
Phone: (Toll Free) 1-80
472-2494

Email: sales@moviegallery.c
mailto:sales@moviegallery.con

RESOURCES

Breaking The Power of
Sexual Addiction

Help For Wives of Sext
Addicts
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About 70% of porn

magazines end up in the

hands of minors.
(Source: Henry
Boatwright, Chairman
of the U.S. Advisory
Board for Social

Concerns.)

About 1.2 million
children annually are
exploited in child
pornography and
prostitution. (Source:
Women Against

Pornography)

The History of
Porn in America

This section is

under construction.

Please check back
soon.

certain Canaanite whose name was Shua; and he took her
and went in to her. So she conceived and bore a son and he

named him Er...."

Genesis 38:15-16 "When Judah SAW HER, he thought she
was a harlot.... So he turned aside to her by the road, and
said, 'Here now, let me come in to you'; ...And she said,

'What will you give me, that you may come in to me?""

Judges 16:1 "Now Samson went to Gaza and SAW a harlot
there, and went in to her."

Judges 14:2-3 "So he came back and told his father and
mother, ' SAW a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of
the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.'
Then his father and his mother said to him, 'Is there no
woman among the daughters of your relatives, or among all
our people, that you go to take a wife from the
uncircumcised Philistines?' But Samson said to his father,

'Get her for me, for SHE LOOKS GOOD TO ME."

Visual stimulation is more common in man
than in woman, however. There's just one
example in Scripture of a woman lusting after a
man by SEEING him:

Genesis 39:7-12 "And it came about after these events that
his master's wife looked with desire at Joseph, and she said,
'Lie with me."' But he refused and said to his master's wife,
'Behold, with me here, my master does not concern himself
with anything in the house, and he has put all that he owns
in my charge. There is no one greater in this house than I,
and he has withheld nothing from me except you, because
you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil, and sin
against God?' And it came about as she spoke to Joseph day
after day, that he did not listen to her to lie beside her, or be
with her. Now it happened one day that he went into the
house to do his work, and none of the men of the household
was there inside. And she caught him by his garment,
saying, 'Lie with me!" And he left his garment in her hand

and fled, and went outside."

How can addiction to porn be overcome?

Giving in to lustful desires is a sign of spiritual
weakness. Ephesians 6 tells us what armor to put
on, to be "strong" in spiritual battle.

If you don't want to get slaughtered in battle,
don't go dancing in the minefields. Former
alcoholics don't hang out in bars. Fill that free
time with a positive activity: Read a book. Sing a
psalm. Call a friend. Visit a nursing home. Pray.
As the saying goes, "Idleness is the devil's
workshop."

Christians especially should not practice such
sins, as we will be held to a stricter standard:

1 Peter 4:17 "Judgment must begin first at the household of
God."
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Luke 12:48 "To whom much (light) has been given, much
(responsibility) will be required."

Is it possible to overcome this sin?

1 Corinthians 6:9, 11 "...such were (past tense) some of
you. But now...."

Being tempted is not sin (even Jesus was
tempted) - but giving in to it, or seeking it out,
surely is.

Return to Diane's MAIN PAGE

The following groups are actively engaged in the war on porn:

National Law Center for Children and Families
http://www.nationallawcenter.org/
3819 Plaza Dr.
Fairfax, VA 22030-2512
(703) 691-4626

National Coalition for the Protection of Children and Families
http://www.nationalcoaltion.org
800 Compton Road, Suite 9224
Cincinnati, OH 45231
(513) 521-6227

Morality in Media
http://www.moralityinmedia.org
475 Riverside Dr.

New York, NY 10115
212-870-3222

Community Defense Counsel
http://www.communitydefense.org
11000 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 144
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
(480) 922-9731

Family Research Council
801 G Street NW
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 393-2100
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