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INTRODUCTION

It gives me the greatest pleasure to write some words of an introductory nature to the Beginner's 
Grammar of the Greek New Testament by my beloved colleague, Dr. W. H. Davis. The need of this book 
is urgent. Hardly a week goes by that I am not asked to recommend such a book to young ministers, to 
pastors, to laymen, to women, many of whom wish to learn how to read the Greek New Testament 
without the advantage of a teacher. There are a number of grammars that undertake to do this thing, but 
they all start in the wrong way, except Moulton's Introduction, which is not well suited to American 
schools.

It is a curious thing how traditionalism in linguistic teaching has held in slavery so many men who teach 
Greek today precisely as it was done a hundred years ago. The revolutionary progress made by 
Brugmann and Delbrück in comparative philology is left to one side for technical scholars. Professor 
Davis starts the student right. The standpoint of Thumb's revision of Brugmann's Griechische Grammatik 
is presented with clearness and precision. The student who starts with Davis's Beginner's Grammar can 
go right on to my Short Grammar of the Greek New Testament without a break or jolt. Then he will be 
ready for my Grammar of the Greek New

viii

Testament in the Light of Historical Research. It is only a step further to the Brugmann-Thumb 
Griechische Grammatik and in the same direction. In my experience of thirty-five years as a teacher of 
the Greek New Testament I have always had numbers of men who floundered over the cases, the 
prepositions, the tenses, the voices, the modes, because they had learned thse basal things in the old 
unscientific way. It is like pulling eye-teeth for such a one to learn that the genitive is not the whence-
case, but only the case of kind or genus, and that the ablative is the whence-case. If one gets it into his 
head that the root idea of tense is time, he may never get it out and he will therefore never understand the 
beauty of the Greek tense, the most wonderful development in the history of language. Professor Davis is 
absolutely at home in the new science of language and, I may add, is the most brilliant student of Greek 
that I have ever had. One should, if possible, take the college course in ancient Greek. He needs this 
background and this contact with the glorious period of the Greek language. But the New Testament is 
the chief glory of the Greek tongue, and one can begin it in the right way under Professor Davis's 
tutelage.

Professor Davis is a master of the papyri and so of the Koiné of the first century A.D. This fact is the 
second linguistic discovery that has revolutionized the study of the Greek New Testament. Comparative 
philology and

ix
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the papyri discoveries have put the old grammars out of date and all the new ones that ignore the 
tremendous progress thus made. It is now known that the Greek of the New Testament is not literary 
Attic nor is it a peculiar Hebrew jargon or sacred Greek dialect. At bottom it is simply straight Koiné of 
the first century A.D. like that found in the inscriptions of Asia Minor and in the papyri of Egypt. The 
papyri give us many thousands of examples of the language of the life of the first century A.D. in Egypt. 
There are business contracts, bills, deeds, marriage contracts, wills, decrees, love letters, business 
correspondence, anything and everything that made up the life of the people of the time. These relics 
preserve the language of people of all degrees of culture. The Koiné means the language common to 
people everywhere, not merely the language of the common people. It was the means of communication 
all over the Roman Empire. The most of the papyri examples give the vernacular form of the Koiné, but 
there are specimens of the literary Koiné also. The New Testament is mainly in the vernacular Koiné, but 
it is the vernacular of men of great ability and some of them have a decided literary flavor, as we see in 
the writings of Luke, the Epistles of Paul, the Epistle to the Hebrews.

Language changes with the years if it is alive. Changes occur in the meaning of words, and here the 
papyri give very great help in showing what the words of the New Testament meant in everyday life. Dr. 
Davis himself has found over two thousand words in the papyri not given in any of the

x

Greek lexicons. But the forms of the Koiné show numerous changes from those in the Attic. Dr. Davis's 
Grammar gives the forms of the Koiné, not of the Attic Greek. Syntax shows some changes also, and 
these are given rightly.

There are Hebraisms and Aramaisms in the Greek New Testament, but the number is nothing like so 
great as was once thought to be the case. It is natural that Jews who spoke and wrote the Koiné should 
reveal here and there familiarity with Hebrew and Aramaic. Even Luke, probably a Greek, has the ear-
marks of Aramaic sources and of knowledge of the Septuagint. But, in the main, the New Testament is 
written in the current Koiné, as one would expect.

It should be added that Dr. Davis confines himself to a Beginner's Grammar. He does not try to teach the 
ancient Attic on the one hand nor to go over the ground of my Short Grammar on the other. He definitely 
undertakes to prepare students for the Short Grammar, and he does it with consummate skill. He supplies 
in masterly fashion the book that was needed. He will smooth the path for the beginner in the Greek New 
Testament. He will make it so easy that one will wonder why he was so long starting on the road that 
leads into the heart of the greatest of all books of earth, the Greek New Testament.

A.T. Robertson

Louisville, Ky.
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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

The reception accorded the "Beginner's Grammar" has been more than satisfactory. A Spanish translation 
is now in preparation by Professor G. F. McKibben, Saltillo, Mexico.

To this edition I have been led by requests from many teachers to add Greek-English and English-Greek 
vocabularies. Also I have incorporated a short article on the formation of the perfect (and pluperfect) 
middle (passive) of mute stems.

I must record my thanks to Professor H. E. Dana, Fort Worth, Texas, Professor H. W. Provence, 
Greenville, S. C., Professor J. R. Mantey, Chicago, Ill., Professor G. F. Nicolassen, Oglethorpe 
University, Ga., Professor E. H. Merriman, Monteagle, Tenn., and Professor J. W. Patterson, Chicago, 
Ill., for correction of errors of many kinds and for valuable suggestions, many of which have been 
incorporated in the text.

W. Hersey Davis

Louisville, Ky.

PREFACE

Dr. A. T. Robertson wrote in the Preface to his Short Grammar of the Greek New Testament: "Three 
types of New Testament grammars are needed: a beginner's grammar for men who have had no Greek 
training, an advanced and complete grammar for scholars and more critical seminary work, an 
intermediate handy working grammar for men familiar with the elements of Greek both in school and in 
the pastorate." This book is designed to meet the need for the first type. It is intended for those who are 
beginning the study of the Greek New Testament or have an imperfect knowledge of the essentials of the 
Greek of the New Testament, and to serve as a preparation for A Short Grammar of the Greek New 
Testament (A. T. Robertson).

The book is a beginner's book. It is the result of class-room experience of many years. The need and 
preparation of a beginner's class in Greek has determined the method and order of presentation. The 
Greek of the New Testament is the Koiné of the first century A.D. It is presented as such in this book. 
The historical development of the Greek language has been kept in mind.

No forms or words are given which do not occur in the Greek New Testament. All illustrations and 
sentences for translation have been taken from the
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New Testament. These words which are of the most frequent occurrence are presented first.

In this book especial stress has been laid upon the meaning of the cases, the prepositions, and the tenses, 
wherein most beginner's books have been faulty.

The author wishes to record his great indebtedness to his teacher, Professor A. T. Robertson, D.D., 
LL.D., of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, for instruction and valuable assistance. Without his 
encouragement this work would not have been begun nor would it have been brought to completion. 
Whatever of worth this book may have, it owes much (if not all) to his rare scholarship and experience of 
many years as a teacher of the Greek New Testament. In fact his monumental work A Grammar of the 
Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical Research is the authority from which this book drew at 
all points. Of course he is not at all responsible for any faults or errors which this book may contain.

The names of many writers whose works were consulted, the author cannot here recount, except 
Brugmann-Thumb (Griechische Grammatik).

In conclusion the author wishes here to express his thanks to his colleage, Professor F. M. Powell, A.M., 
Th.D., for valuable criticisms of a great part of the book in manuscript, to his friend, Dr. A. R. Bond, for 
expert criticism and preparation of the Index, and to his father, Rev. Q. C. Davis, Albermarle, N.C., for 
his sympathy and guidance.

W. Hersey Davis

Louisville, Ky.
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