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Les choses de petite duree ont coutume de devenir fanees, quand elles ont passe
leur temps.

‘Au regne de Chrigt, il n'y a que le nouvel homme qui soit florissant, qui ait dela
vigueur, et dont il faille faire cas.’
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PREFACE.

WITH this volume we compl ete the publication of the work of M. Merle

d’ Aubigne on the history of the Reformation. The ten volumes published by the
author himself and the three posthumous volumes are the fruit of hislong labors,
begun in 1817, and continued almost uninterruptedly until

1872.

It wasin 1817, immediately after his ordination to the ministry, and in the course
of avisit to Germany undertaken to perfect his theological studies, that M. Merle
d’ Aubigne conceived the project of writing this history. Germany was at that time
celebrating at Eisenach the third centenary of the Reformation. The people were
In a state of great excitement. Humiliated by long-continued oppression and
irritated by severe suffering, Germany, which had so long been the theatre and the
victim of the sanguinary wars of the Empire, had at length risen with an
Impetuous energy and afervor of feeling which were irresistible, and had
powerfully contributed to the overthrow of the imperial warrior who had
appeared to be invincible. Rescued thus from foreign rule, she had fallen again
under the equally heavy yoke of her former masters; and she was now turning her
eyes towards L uther, the spiritual liberator of modern times. The reformer’ s name
was on every tongue; and Merle d’ Aubigne encountered on his way the crowds of
young German students who were journeying to the Wartburg. On the eve of the
celebration he felt an overpowering desire to take part in it. He therefore followed
the throng, and after travelling all night came at daybreak within sight of the
castle famous as the scene of Luther’s confinement, a novel spectacle here
presented itself. The squares and streets of Eisenach were filled with a motley
crowd, chiefly composed of young men. Their long hair falling upon their
shoulders, their thick, untrimmed beards, their velvet cloaks reaching to the
knees, their caps adorned with feathers or foliage, their broad embroidered
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collars, their banner proudly borne aloft, surrounded by its defenders who, with
outstretched arms and drawn swords, formed its body-guard, the name of Luther
the while resounding in all directions—this spectacle, the antigue costumes, the

usages of abygone age, all contributed to transport the traveler in imagination
into the midst of the scenes of three centuries ago.
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The young Genevese, however, soon withdrew from these noisy scenes, from the
political and socia harangues, the excitement and the tumult. Longing for quiet,
he traversed with a guide the deserted rooms of the castle.

‘Thisthen’ he murmured, ‘thisisthe place where, after the stormy scenes of the
Diet of Worms, Luther was able to say, “At last | am at rest.” Here was passed the
captivity of the knight George. Thisis the table at which he used to sit; that the
window from which he looked out upon the landscape around. Here it was that he
gave himself up to profound meditation, mingled with regret that he had
consented to withdraw from the battlefield, and with a distressing fear lest the
Pope should take advantage of his absence to crush the infant Church. In this
room he used to read the Bible in Hebrew and in Greek; here he translated the
Psalms and the New Testament, and here his fervent prayers rose to heaven.’ L.
The great movement of the sixteenth century thus presented itself to the young
man’simagination in its intimate details, which are far more thrilling than its
external aspects. He formed the resolution to write its history; and afew weeks
later (November 23, 1817) he sketched in the following terms the plan which he
proposed to follow:—

‘I should like to write a history of the Reformation. | should wish this history to
be awork of learning, and to set forth facts at present unknown. It should be
profound, and should distinctly assign the causes and the results of this great
movement; it should be interesting, and should make known the authors of the
transformation by means of their letters, their works, and their words; and it
should introduce the reader into the bosom of their families and into their closets.
Finally | should wish that this history should be thoroughly Christian, and
calculated to give an impulse to true religion. | would show by the evidence of
facts that the aim of the Reformation was not so much to destroy as to build
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up—not so much to overthrow that which was in excess, superstition, as to impart
that which had ceased to exist, the new life, and holiness, the essence of
Christianity, and to revive or rather to create faith. | shall begin to collect

materials, and | will dedicate my history to the Protestant churches of France.’ 2
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Thus, in hisyouthful dreams, did the pious descendant of the refugees of the
sixteenth century sketch out the leading features of the monumental work, to the
execution of which he thenceforward uninterruptedly devoted himself. At this day
when, by means of many collections, innumerable documents relating to the
Reformation have been placed within the reach of al, it is not easy to imagine the
amount of labor and research which it cost Merle d Aubigne to enter as he did
into intimacy with the reformers and to master their most secret thoughts.
Eighteen years had passed away before he was prepared, in 1835, to present to the
public the first volume of hiswork.

In a preface worthy of the subject, he said:— ‘It is not the history of a party that |
purpose writing; but the history of one of the greatest revolutions that was ever
wrought in the condition of the human race; the history of a mighty impulse
Imparted to the world three centuries ago, the results of which are still universally
recognized. The history of the Reformation is not identical with the history of
Protestantism. In the former everything bears the impress of aregeneration of
humanity, of asocial and religious transformation which has its source in God,;
while in the latter we too frequently observe a considerable falling away from
first principles, the action of party spirit, sectarian tendencies, and the stamp of
petty personalities. The history of Protestantism might possess interest for
Protestants alone; the history of the Reformation isfor all Christians, nay, rather
for al men.’

We are thus made acquainted by the author’ s own statement with the purpose
which he had conceived; and it is for the reader to judge how far that purpose has
been accomplished. This judgement has indeed been already pronounced. It
declares that the work of Merle d’ Aubigne, everywhere learned and accurate,
animated and attractive, approaches in some passages the very perfection of
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literary art. Amongst these passages are the pleasant and lively pagesin the first
volumes devoted to the youth of Luther, and in the posthumous volumes the
chapters of a more serious and severe character devoted to Calvin and hiswork at

Geneva.

Little is wanting to the completion of the monument erected by Merle d’ Aubigne.
It isto be regretted that we cannot follow John Knox in Scotland, or Marnix in
the Netherlands, to the full accomplishment of their
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work. In these countries the temple door is closed before us just as our feet are
pressing the threshold. To complete his history the author would have required
two more years of life and of labor; and this was denied him. Everything,
however, that is essential to the history of the Reformation is narrated in these
thirteen volumes.

Those portions of the work which have been most recently published are not in all
cases the latest written. Some of them were written long ago and have never been
retouched. It is not to be supposed that the author would have published these
without alteration. M. Merle d Aubigne’ s method of procedure in composition
was as follows.—First, he would make a summary study of an important period,
and rapidly sketch its history; next, he would refer to the original sources,
collecting around him all the documents which he could discover, and sometimes
making along journey for the purpose of consulting a manuscript preserved in
some library. He would then plunge again into his theme, familiarizing himself
thoroughly with its form and its color, so asto make it real and present to his
mind, and see it asit were with his own eyes. And, finally, he would rewrite the
story, completing and giving life to his narratives, and depicting the scenes for the
reader as he had already done for himself. The result of this process was an
entirely new work.

A third and even afourth recasting was not seldom undertaken before the author
was satisfied: so vast and so complex was that spiritual movement which he had
undertaken to describe, so numerous and almost inexhaustible were the
documents of all kinds which he continued to examine throughout hislife.

Some of the later chapters, and particularly that which relates to Germany, had
not been subjected to thisrevision. The editor, however, has not felt himself at
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liberty to suppress these chapters, both on account of their intrinsic value, and
because they contain information not accessible to general readers. We hope that
they will be read with interest and profit.

The editor wishes here to express his thanks to Mr. Cates for his valuable
assistance as tranglator of the last three volumes of the work into English.

The editor has now fulfilled what he considers a duty to the Christian public, by
presenting to them this last volume of awork the composition
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of which was not only the principal occupation, but also the principal enjoyment
of ‘the noble life, consecrated to toil,” f3.of J. H. Merle d’ Aubigne.
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NOTEBY THE TRANSLATOR.

T His closing volume of the ‘ History of the Reformation’ is enriched with a
facsimile of the famous Indulgence issued by Pope Leo X., the sale of which by
Tetzel in Germany, in 1517, provoked the bold and memorable denunciation of
the traffic by Luther in the ninety-five theses which he affixed to the church door
of Wittenberg. The facsimile is taken from a copy of the Indulgence very recently
acquired by the Trustees of the British Museum. So far asis known, no facsimile
has been published before, nor has any previously printed copy possessed the
merit of complete accuracy. It has therefore been thought worth while to place an
absolutely exact reproduction of so important an historical document within reach
of the readers of Merle d Aubigne’ s work, athough, by the accident of its recent
acquisition, it can only appear in the last instead of the first volume, its most
appropriate place.

At the request of the Publishers an interesting statement has been contributed
Illustrative of one passage in the Bull of Indulgence hitherto somewhat obscure
but of remarkable significance. (See Appendix.)

A General Index to the eight volumes of this series—' The Reformation in the
Time of Calvin’—has been specially prepared by the Trandlator for the English
edition; and it is hoped that this Index will be found sufficiently copious, detailed,
and accurate.
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Enemies expelled—Destruction of Books and Works of Art—John of Leyden in
power—Terror

CHAPTER 4.

THE ANABAPTISTS OF MUNSTER. EXCESSES.

(1535.)

The King of the Universe—Pride and Luxury—A Supper—An
Apostolate—Cruelty

CHAPTERS

THE ANABAPTISTS OF MUNSTER. CHASTISEMENT.
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(1630-1636.)
Sege and Famine—Vain Efforts—The Assault—Capture of

Munster—Executions—Luther’ s Opinion—Three Causes of the Disorders—The
Finger post
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TRIUMPH IN DEATH.

DEATH OF LUTHER.

(FEBRUARY 18, 1546.)

Luther at Eisleben—Sense of his approaching end—Serenity of his Faith—His
last testimony—His last breath

APPENDI X.

Transcript of ‘Indulgence’ of Leo X... 435
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BOOK 14.

THE SPANISH MARTYRS.

CHAPTER 1

THE AWAKENING IN SPAIN.

(1520—1535.)

T HE Church of Spain had long preserved its independence with regard to the
papacy. It was at the time of the ambitious and monopolizing Hildebrand that it
began to lose it.

At the period of the Reformation it had been subject to the pope for more than
four hundred years, and great obstacles were opposed to its deliverance. The mass
of the people were given to superstition; the Spanish character was resolute to the
degree of obstinacy; the clergy reigned supreme; the Inquisition had just been
armed with new terrors by Ferdinand and |sabella; and the peninsular situation of
the country seemed inevitably to isolate it from those lands in which the
Reformation was triumphant.

Nevertheless many minds were, up to a certain point, prepared for evangelical
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reform. In amost every class the Inquisition excited the liveliest discontent.
Towards the close of the fifteenth century, a man was often to be met with
traversing Spain, surrounded by a guard of fifty mounted attendants and two
hundred foot-soldiers. This man, whose name was Torquemada, was the terror of
the people; and consequently in his progresses he displayed the greatest distrust,
Imagining that everyone was bent on assassinating him. On his arrival at any
place, when he sat down to table, he trembled lest the dishes brought to him
should have been poisoned. For this reason, before partaking of any food, he used
to place
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before him the horn of a unicorn, to which he attributed the virtue of discovering
and even of neutralizing poisons. Universal hatred accompanied him to the tomb.
Torquemada, the first inquisitor-general, caused eight thousand persons to be put
to death, and a hundred thousand to be imprisoned and despoiled of their goods.
Whole provinces rose against this horrible tribunal. 14 They steal, they kill, they
outrage,” wrote the chevalier de Cordova, Gonzalo de Ayora, speaking of the
inquisitors to the first secretary of King Ferdinand. ‘ They care neither for justice

nor for God himself.’ 12O unhappy Spain!’ cried Peter Martyr d’ Anghiera,
councilor for the Indies, in his distress. ‘Mother of so many heroes, how this

horrible scourge dishonors thee!” 16

Meanwhile the universities were being enlightened. Various writings, especially
those of Erasmus, were much read; and while doctors and students learned to
scrutinize more closdly the state of the Church, a spirit of inquiry began to
penetrate those ancient institutions. There were, besides, scattered here and there
In the towns and in country-places, some Christians, called Alumbrados, who
sought after an inward light and applied themselves to secret prayer. These pious

Mystics were better prepared to receive divine truth. f7

More than this, political circumstances were favorable to the introduction of the
Reformation. Spain was at this time under the same scepter as Germany and the
Netherlands, and the rays of light emanating from the Scriptures could not but
reach it. The emperor Charles the Fifth, who was fighting against the Reformation
In Germany, was to be the means of bringing it into the country of hisvery
Catholic ancestors. The young Alfonso Valdes, his secretary, who was with him
at Brusselsin 1520, and afterwards at Wormsin 1521, was at first struck with
horror at seeing the boldness with which Luther attacked the authority of the
pope. But what he saw and heard led him gradually to comprehend the necessity
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for reformation. Consequently, when writing from Brussels and Wormsto his
friend Peter Martyr d’ Anghiera, Valdes sorrowfully exclaimed, ‘While the pontiff
shuts his eyes and desires to see L uther devoured by the flames, the whole
Christian community is near its ruin, unless God saveit.’ 18

Books more dangerous to Rome than those of Erasmus reached Spain. A printer
of Basdl, the very year in which Charles was elected emperor
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(1519), packed up carefully for transport beyond the Pyrenees some precious
merchandise not yet prohibited in the peninsula, because as yet unknown there. It
consisted of various Latin works of Luther. 2 In 1520 the ‘ Commentary on the
Galatians,” and afterwards other writings of the reformer, were trandlated into

Spanish. 119 The union existing between Spain and the Netherlands had led many
Spaniards to settle in the latter country, and it may possibly have been one of
these who trandated them. It is at |east certain that they were printed at Antwerp,
and that merchant vessels carried them thence into Spain.

Many noble minds were stirred up and became attentive to what was passing in
Germany. Francis de Angelis, provincial of the Order of the Angeli, who had
been present at the coronation of the emperor, was still more enlightened than
Valdes himself. Being sent back to Spain after the Diet of Worms upon an
Important mission, he stopped at Basel. There he visited Pellican, and in a
conversation which he lad with him he showed himself almost in agreement with

Luther. I11 A|l these circumstances arousing the attention of Rome, Leo X. sent
(March 20, 1521) two briefs to Spain to demand that the introduction of the books
of the German reformer and his partisans into that country should be checked,

and Adrian

V1., the successor of Leo, called upon the government to assist the

Inquisition in the accomplishment of this duty. 112

But in Spain itself evangelical truth was then preached with earnestness, though
not with the fullness, clearness, and purity of the reformers. Therewasin
Andalusia a young priest who from about 1525 preached with extraordinary
power. His name was John d' Avila. ‘The fervor,” says one of his biographers,
‘with which he exerted himself to sow the heavenly seed of the Word of God in
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the hearts of men was almost incredible.” 13 He strove both to convert souls
estranged from God, and to lead those who were converted to go forward
courageously in the service of God. He employed no more timein the
composition of his morning addresses than he did in delivering them. A long
preparation would in his case have been impossible, on account of the numerous
engagements which his charity drew upon him from all quarters. ‘ The Holy Spirit
enlightened him with hislight and spoke by his mouth; so that he was obliged to
be careful not to extend his discourses too much, so abundant was the source
from which they flowed.’

<- Previous First Next->

http://biblecentre.net/history/hist_ref/vol8/vol821.html (2 of 2) [28/08/2003 11:33:31 a.m.]



History of the Reformation Vol 8

<- Previous First Next->

23

Seeing the great number of souls converted by hisword, the question was asked,
what was the chief source of his power? Isit, they said, the force of the doctrine,
or the fervor of his charity, or the tenderness of his fatherly kindness, joined to
ineffable humility and gentleness? He has himself decided this important point,
and answered the inquiry. A preacher, struck by D’ Avila’'s success, and desiring
the like for himself, begged him for some advice on preaching, and on the way to
render it efficacious. ‘| know no better way,” he replied, ‘than to love Jesus
Christ.” Thisisthe true science of homiletics.

Jesus Christ and his love was indeed the strength of his eloquence. It was by
setting before sinners a dying Jesus that he called them to repentance. ‘We, Lord,’
he cried, ‘ have transgressed, and thou bearest the punishment! Our crimes have
loaded thee with all kinds of shame, and have caused thee to die upon the cross!
Oh! what sinner would not at this sight lament over hissins!’ £14 But D’ Avila
pointed out at the same time in this death a means of salvation. ‘ They bind him
with cords,’ he said; they buffet him; they crown him with thorns; they nail him
on the cross, and he suffers death thereon. If heisthustreated it is because he
loved you, and would wash away your sinsin his own blood! O Jesus, my Savior,
thou wast not content with these outward sufferings; it has pleased thee to endure
also inward pain far surpassing them. Thou hast submitted to the stern decree of
thy Father’ sjustice; thou hast taken upon thee all the sins of the world. O Lamb
of God, thou hast borne the burden alone; thou hast sufficed thereto, and hast
obtained for us redemption by thy death. We have been made the righteousness of
God in thee, and the Father loves usin hiswell- beloved Son. Let us not be afraid
of praising him too much for the entire blotting out of our sins, the privilege
bestowed by God on those whom he justifies by the merits of Jesus Christ. This
exalts the greatness of those merits which have procured them so much
blessedness, although they were so unworthy of it. O Lord, be glorified for ever
for this.’ 113
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Nevertheless, John d' Avila, while he recognized the necessity of justification by
the death of Christ, had aless distinct conception of it than the reformers, and
gaveit aless prominent place in his teaching than they did. It was on its efficacy
for sanctification that he especially dwelt. He committed indeed the error of
placing love in the chapter of justification, instead of placing it, like the
reformers, in that of
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sanctification, which isitstrue place. But he could not too much insist on the
transformation which must be wrought in the character and life of the Christian.
‘What,” hecried, ‘isit conceivable that Jesus Christ should wash, purify, and
sanctify our souls with his own blood, and that they should still remain
unrighteous, defiled, impure? .... He sometimes

employed strange figures to incul cate the necessity of thiswork. ‘A creature
having but the head of aman,’ he said, ‘all the rest of its body being that of a
beast, would be considered a horrible monster. It would be no less monstrous, in
the sphere of grace, that God who is righteousness and purity itself should have

for his members unrighteous, defiled, and corrupt men.’ 16

D’ Avilalabored not only by his discourses, but likewise by his conversations and
letters in promoting the kingdom of God in the souls of men. He was benevolence
itself. He consoled the afflicted, encouraged the timid, aroused the cowardly,
stirred up the lukewarm, fortified the weak, sustained those who were tempted,
sought to raise up sinners after their falls, and humbled the proud. Hisletters are
mostly far superior to those of Fenelon. They are at least much more evangelical.
171 tell you this,’ he wrote to some friends in affliction, ‘only in order to assure
you that Jesus Christ loves you. Ought not these words, that a God loves us, to fill
with joy such poor creatures as we are? 18 ‘ Read the sacred writings,” said hein
another letter to those who wished for instruction, ‘but remember that if he who
has the key of knowledge, and who alone can open the book, does not give the

power to comprehend, you will never understand it.’ 19

D’ Avila possessed the gift of discernment. He did not, indeed, entirely escape the
Influence of the period and of the country in which he lived; but we find him
exposing the pretended revelations of Madeline de la Croix, who deceived so
many, and undertaking the defense of the pious Theresa de Cepedre, when
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persecuted by the Inquisition. Theresa, born at Avilain 1515, of a noble family,
had so much zeal even in her childhood that she one day quitted her father’s
house with her brother to go and seek martyrdom amongst the Moors. A relative
met the two children and took them back. She was from that time divided
between the love of the world and the love of God, throwing herself alternately
Into dissipation and into the monastic life. This woman, the famous St. Theresa,
was one of those ardent spirits who rush by turns to the two extremes. Happily
she met
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with D’ Avila, whose judgment was more mature than her own, received his
Instructions, and, by his means, became confirmed in spiritual life. Her writings,
full of piety, and even attractive in style, were trandated by the Jansenists, like
those of D’ Avila. {20 He was the friend and director to a poor soldier, who,
having been discharged in 1536, was converted, and turned his house into an
hospital, for which he provided by the work of his own hands, and thus became
founder of the Order of Charity. D’ Avila gave to this charitable Christian, who
was called John de Dieu, the wisest counsels, the sum of which was, ‘Die rather
than be unfaithful to so good a Master.’

One day ayoung girl, named Sancha de Carile, daughter of a senior of Cordova,
was preparing to go to court, where she had just been appointed maid of honor to
the queen. She wished first to have a conversation with John d’ Avila, and was so
touched by hiswords that she thenceforth abandoned the court and the world.
Instead, however, of entering a convent, she remained in her father’ s house, and
there devoted herself till death to the service of Jesus Christ, whom she had found
as her Saviour. 121 It was for Sancha de Carile that D’ Avila composed his
principal work, entitled Audi, filia, et vide (‘Hearken, O daughter, and consider’
f22), Ps,

xlv. 10. D’ Aviladid not side with the doctors and disciples of the

Reformation, who were continually increasing in number in Germany. He
differed from them, indeed, on several points, but on others approached them so
nearly that his preaching could not but prepare men’s mindsto receive the

fullness of evangelical doctrine. The Inquisition understood this, 23

The period which elapsed between 1520 and 1535 was an epoch which prepared
the way for reformation in Spain. In the universities, in the towns, and in country
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places many minds were silently inclining towards a better doctrine. The
Reformation was then like fire smoldering under the ashes, but was to manifest
itself later in many a noble heart. Neverthel ess, from time to time the flame
became visible. A peasant, a simple man without any culture whatever, who had
busied himself only about his fields, had by some means received Christian
convictions. 124 One day, when in company with some relations and friends, he
exclaimed, ‘It is Christ who, with his own blood, daily washes and purifies from
their sins those who belong to him, and there is no other purgatory.’ It seems that
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the poor man had only repeated a saying which he had heard in some meeting,
and which had pleased him, without being penetrated by the truth which he had
expressed. When, therefore, he was cited before the inquisitors off the faith, he
said, ‘| have certainly held that opinion, but, since it displeases your reverences, |
willingly retract it.” This did not satisfy the priests. They heaped reproaches upon
him. ‘ They may have feared,” says the author of the ‘ Artifices of the Spanish
Inquisition,’ that their inquisitive faculties would stagnate and rot unless they set
about finding some knavery in the man, thus pretending to find knotsin a bulrush
— nodusin scirpo. You have asserted that there is no purgatory. Ergo you
believe that the pope is mistaken—that the councils are mistaken—and that man
Isjustified by faith alone.” In short, they unfolded before him all the doctrines
which they called heresies, and charged the unfortunate man with them asif he
had actually professed them. The poor peasant protested; he confidently
maintained that he did not even know what these doctrines meant. But they
insisted on their charge, and showed him the close connection which subsists
between all these dogmas. The poor man had been deprived of the ordinary
means of instruction; but these priests, who were more opposed to the Gospel
than water isto fire, says the narrator, taught and enlightened him. Those who
boasted themselves to be the great extirpators of the truth became its propagators.
The peasant of whom we speak thus attained to the fullness of the faith which
hitherto had only just dawned upon him. It was a striking example of the
wonderful way in which Divine Goodness sometimes calls its chosen ones. There
were many other such instances.’

f25
The chief reformer of Spain was to spring from a higher class. He was born in
Andalusia, the Baeticawhich in the eyes of the ancients was the fairest and

happiest of all the countries in the world. Near rocky mountains, on avast plain
of picturesque and solemn aspect, lies Lebrixa, an ancient town about ten leagues
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from Seville on the Cadiz side. Here lived Rodrigo de Valerio, a young man of a
rich and distinguished family. He had, in common with the Andalusians, great
quickness of apprehension; fancy sparkled in his speech, and his temperament
was very cheerful. Like them, he was distinguished by his love of pleasure, and it
was his glory to surpassin itsindulgence all the young men with whom he
associated. He
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generadly lived at Seville, atown called by the Romans ‘little Rome’ (Romula),
which had long been a center of intelligence, and where the Alcazar and other
monuments recalled the magnificence of the Moorish kings. Rodrigo had
received aliberal education, and had learned alittle Latin; but this had been
speedily forgotten amidst the diversions of youth. There was not a hunt nor a
game at which he was not present. He was to be seen arriving at the rendezvous
mounted on a superb horse, richly equipped, and himself magnificently attired.
126 Easy and skilful in bodily exercises, he carried away every prize. Full of grace
and elegance, he succeeded in winning the favor of fair ladies. His delight was to
mount the wildest horse, to scale the rocks, to dance with light foot, to hunt with
horn and hound, to draw the cross-bow or shoot with the arquebus, and to be the
|leader of fashionable young men in every party and at every festival.

All at once Valerio disappeared from society. He was sought at the games, in the
dance, at the races, but was nowhere to be found. Everyone was asking what had
become of him. He had abandoned everything. The pleasures of the world had
oppressed and wearied him, and he had found all void and bitterness. What!
thought he, play the lute, make one's horse caper, sing, dance..., and forget what
itisto beaman! A voice had cried in his heart that God was dl in al. He had
yielded to no human influence; God alone had touched him by his Spirit. 27 The
change was for this reason all the more remarkable. The lively affections of his
heart, which had hitherto rushed like a tempestuous torrent downwards towards
the world, now rose with the same energy towards heaven. ‘A divine passion,’

says a contemporary, ‘ suddenly seized him. 28 Casting off his old inclinations,
and despising human judgment, he applied his whole strength, both of mind and
body, so zealoudly to the pursuit of piety, that no worldly affection seemed to be
left in him.” If Rodrigo had then retired to a convent, all would have been en
regle, and everyone would have admired him; but no one could understand why,
while renouncing pleasure, he did not immediately shut himself up in one of those
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human sanctuaries to which alone the world at that time gave the patent of a
devout life. Some, indeed, of the remarks made on him were very natural. He had
passed from one extreme to the other, and in hisfirst fervor he exposed himself to
theridicule of his old companions. The young man who had hitherto been
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remarkable for the delicacy of his manners, the elegance of his discourse, and the
splendor of his dress, displayed now a somewhat repulsive roughness and
negligence. 29 Sincere and upright, but as yet unenlightened, unacquainted
indeed with any other pious life than that of ascetics, it is not astonishing that he
threw himself at first into an exaggerated asceticism. He thought that he should
thus renounce the world more completely and make a more perfect sacrifice to
the Lord. He has lost his head, said some; he is drunk, said others. But on closer
observation the true fear of God was to be seen in him, a sincere repentance for
the vanity of hislife, an ardent thirst for righteousness, and an indefatigable zedl
in acquiring all the characteristics of true piety. But one thing above all occupied
his mind. We have seen that he had learned Latin. This knowledge, which he had
despised now became of the greatest service to him. It was only in this language

that the sacred writings could be read; he studied them day and night; 30 by
means of hard toil he fixed them in his memory, and he had an admirable gift for
applying the words of Scripture with correctness and promptitude. He endeavored
to regulate his whole conduct by their teaching; and people perceived in him the
presence of the Spirit by whom they were dictated.

Valerio became one of the apostles of the doctrines of Luther and the other
reformers. 31|t was not in their own writings that he had |earned these. He had
derived them directly from the Holy Scriptures. Those sacred books, which,
according to some, are the source of such various doctrines, then produced in
every country of Christendom the same faith and the same life.” He soon began to
diffuse around him the light he had received. People were astonished at hearing
this young layman, who had recently made one of every party of pleasure,
speaking with so much fervor. * From whom do you hold your commission?
asked some one. ‘From God himself,” replied he, ‘who enlightens us with his
Holy Spirit, and does not consider whether his messenger isa priest or a monk.’
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Valerio was not the only one to awaken from sleep. A literary movement in the
path opened by Erasmus had, as we have aready said, prepared the way of the
Gospel in Spain. One of its chiefs was John de Vergara, canon of Toledo, who
had been secretary to Cardinal Ximenes. An accomplished Greek and Hebrew
scholar, he had pointed out some errorsin the Vulgate; and he was one of the
editors of the Polyglot of Alcala. ‘With what
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pleasure do | learn,” wrote the scholar of Rotterdam to him in 1527, ‘that the
study of languages and of literature is flourishing in that Spain which was of old
the fruitful mother of the greatest geniuses.” John de Vergara had a brother named
Francis, a professor of Greek literature at Complutum (the present Alcalade
Henares). Alcala, near Madrid, the seat of the foremost university in the kingdom
next to Salamanca, was at this epoch a center of intelligence, and had acquired a
European renown. A breath of freedom and life seemed to have passed over it.
John and Francis, with another Spaniard, Bernardin de Tobar, apparently their
brother, put forth their united efforts to revive the pursuit of literature in their
native land, and kindled bright hopes in the breast of the prince of the schools.
Calling to mind, as was his wont, the stories of ancient times, Erasmus compared
these three friends of |etters to Geryon, king of the Balearic Islands, the most
powerful of men, of whom the poets had made a giant with three bodies. ‘ Spain,’
said he, ‘ has once more its Geryon, with three bodies but one spirit, and the
happiest anticipations are excited in our minds.’” £32 The modern Geryon,
however, failed to win the honor of the triumph promised by Erasmus. In the
Inquisition he met the Hercules who vanquished him. These eminent men had
found their way through the love of learning to the love of the Gospel; and John
had carried his audacity to such a pitch that he aimed at correcting the V ulgate.
Hereupon certain monks who knew nothing of Latin beyond the jargon of the
schools raised the alarm. John and Tobar were arrested by the inquisitors of
Toledo, cast into a dungeon, and called upon to renounce the heresies of Luther.
This charge they had not at all anticipated. It was not by the reformer, but by his
opponent, Erasmus, that they had been attracted to the Holy Scriptures. Being as
yet weak in faith, they thought they might declare themselves unacquainted with
L utheranism; and they were released.’” Certain penances, however, were imposed

on them, and they were placed under the surveillance of the Inquisition? 33

At thistime, between 1530 and 1540, a great theological controversy was being

http://biblecentre.net/history/hist_ref/vol8/vol828.html (1 of 2) [28/08/2003 11:36:45 a.m.]



History of the Reformation Vol 8

carried on in the university of Alcala. One of the champions was Matthew
Pascual, a doctor distinguished for his acquirements in learning— he was master
of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin—for hislove of letters, of the Holy Scriptures, and
of a doctrine more pure than that of the monks. The discussion had become
animated; and the opponent of Pascual, in the heat
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of the conflict, exclaimed—'If the case be as Doctor Matthew maintains, it would
follow that there would be no purgatory!” Pascual had probably said with St. John
that the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfromall sin. He replied
smply—'What then? ( Quid tum?)’ The monks were all agitated at these words.
‘He said Quid tum! He denies purgatory.” He was forthwith committed to the
prison of the holy fathers, 134 from which he was not liberated till long
afterwards, and then with the loss of all his property. He then left Spain. Two
monosyllables had cost him dear.

There was resident at Alcala at this time a man who far surpassed the Vergaras
and the Pascuals, and whose judgments were universally accepted in Spain as
oracles. 135 This was Peter de Lerma, abbot of Alcala, canon, professor of
theology, and chancellor of the university, skilled in the oriental languages, which
he had studied in Paris, and well versed in Scholastic theology. He was highly
esteemed throughout the whole Peninsula. He was consulted on the greatest
affairs of state; and many had recourse to him as to a touch-stone which at once
indicated to them what was good and what was evil. As he was wealthy and
belonged to a noble family of Burgos, he had great influence. From an early age
he gave himself up to the reading of the Holy Scriptures, convinced that without
them it was impossible to attain any real knowledge of holy things. At an
advanced age he read the works of Erasmus. His mind was enlightened by them;
and he acknowledged that the studies pursued at the universities served only for
vain display. A new form was given to his activity, and his words were
henceforth remarkable for their freedom, their ssmplicity, and their vigor. ‘Draw,’
said he, ‘from the oldest sources; do not take up opinions upon the sole authority
of any masters, however solid they may be.” Words like these were atogether
new in the Catholic churches. Peter de Lermawas a kindly old man, now aged
about seventy. The monks, regardless of his age, his attainments, or the authority
which he enjoyed, had him cast into prison by their agents. His opponents
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attacked him in private conferences. But the aged doctor, finding that the best
reasons were of no avail with his enemies, that they refused to listen to the truth,
and had no regard for innocence, declared that he would hold no more discussion
with Spaniards, and required them to summon learned men of other lands,
capable of understanding the evidence laid before them. To the inquisitors this
seemed to be horrible blasphemy. ‘Would it not be said,’
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they exclaimed, ‘that the holy fathers of the Inquisition may bein error, and that
they are unable to comprehend a hundred others better than you? They assailed
him with insults, they plagued him in the prison, they threatened him with torture.
The poor old man at last, enfeebled by age and by persecution, and not yet
sufficiently established in the faith, as was usually the case with the converts of
Erasmus, complied with the demands of his persecutors. He then withdrew to
Burgos, his native place. Melancholy weighed him down. The energies of his soul
were crushed. His hopes for the future of his people had vanished. He bowed
down his head and suffered. Informed ere long that it was intended to arrest him,
he fled to Flanders; then went to Paris, where he died dean of the Sorbonne, and
professor of theology in that university.

The preaching of the old man was not fruitless in Spain. Like John d’ Avilaand
others, he was one of those Spanish evangelicals who did not make use of
Luther’ s name, but asserted that they preached simply the primitive doctrines of
the Apostles. This came to much the same thing. The tint was only alittle
softened and |ess powerful.

Louis of Cadena, one of his nephews, had succeeded him as chancellor of the
university of Alcala. By his elegant Latinity, and his acquaintance with Hebrew,
Arabic, and Greek he acquired great reputation among men of |etters. Convinced

that if Spain were ever to become great, it was necessary to give her an impulse
towards light and liberty, he undertook, notwithstanding the fate of his uncle, to
bring to an end the reign of Scholasticism. Information was laid against him, as
one suspected of Lutheranism, before the Inquisition at Toledo; and he was
compelled to fly in order to escape the dungeons of the holy office. The
Inquisition in those days lost no opportunity of putting an extinguisher over any
light divinely kindled in Spain, of suppressing thought and checking its progress.
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f36 | ouis betook himself likewise to Paris, where, like his uncle, he restrained his
zeadl to avoid exposure to fresh persecutions. 37

John d’ Avila himself, the apostle of Andalusia, whose only thought was the
conversion of souls, and who did not meddle with controversies, found that the
monks, enraged and provoked by his refusal to engage in disputation, denounced
him to the Inquisition as a L utheran or alumbrado. In 1534, an inauspicious year
for evangelical Spain, this humble pastor
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was arrested at Seville, and cast into the prisons of the holy office. But his
enemies, impelled by blind hatred, had not even informed the archbishop of
Seville, Don Alfonso de Manrique, who was at this time Grand Inquisitor. The
prelate, who cherished the highest esteem for John d’ Avila, was affected on
hearing what his subordinates had just done. He pointed out that this man was no
L utheran, but was only seeking to do good to the souls of men. D’ Avilawas
consequently acquitted, and he continued quietly to preach the Gospel till his
death. The inquisitors, by fastening the name ‘Lutheran’ on everything pious,

rendered indirect homage to L utheranism. 138

Manrique was not alone in occasional opposition to the fanaticism of the
inquisitors. Charles the Fifth himself, although strongly opposed to everything
which appeared to him heresy, seems to have had some relish for solid preaching.
His fine understanding preferred it to the fables of the monks. He had for his
chaplain a Dominican monk named Alfonso Virves, an accomplished orientalist
and a good theologian. Charles took him with him when he traveled in Germany;
and he not only liked to hear him preach, but also associated with himin his
numerous journeyings with a certain degree of intimacy. After hisreturn to Spain,
the emperor would hear no other preacher. Certain monks who coveted the
privilege of preaching before the emperor were filled with envy and hatred. They
Inveighed against Virves. In vain he contended, according to the dictates of his
conscience, for what he believed to be true piety; these wretches uttered

shamel ess calumnies against him, and obvious falsehoods, and resorted to
malicious intrigues. This was their usual method. 39 Virves esteemed the fine
genius of Erasmus, but censured him for his too great freedom. He asserted that
his wish was to secure Spain against L utheranism. But he had seen in Germany
the leading reformers, had enjoyed friendly intercourse with them, and declared
that he renounced the attempt to recall them from their errors. 1499 This was
ground enough for a prosecution; and without any regard to the wish of the
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emperor, the inquisitors arrested his chaplain, threw him into the prison of the
Holy Office at Seville, and in eager haste prepared to sacrifice him. The news of
their proceedings reaching Charles the Fifth; he was astonished and indignant. He
was better acquainted with Virves than the inquisitors were. He determined by
energetic action to foil the conspiracies of the monks,
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He felt confident that Virves was the victim of all intrigue, he even banished
Manrique, the inquisitor-general, who was compelled to retire to his diocese, and
died there. Charles did more than this. He addressed to the Holy Office, July 18,
1534, an ordinance prohibiting the arrest of a monk before laying the evidence
before the council and awaiting its orders. But the emperor, al-powerful as he
was, was not powerful enough to snatch a victim from the Inquisition. Virves,
whose only crime was that of being a pious and moderate Catholic, had to
undergo for four years al the horrors of a secret prison. He says himself that they
hardly gave him leave to breathe. The inquisitors overwhelmed him with
accusations, with interdictions, with libels and with words, he says, which one
cannot hear without being terrified. He adds that he was charged with errors,
heresies, blasphemies, anathemas, schism, and other similar monstrosities. To
convince them, he undertook labors which might be likened to those of Hercules.
He exhibited the points which he had drawn up by way of preparation for an
attack on Melanchthon before the diet of Ratisbon. But all was useless. The
tribunal condemned him in 1537 to abjure all heresies, among others those of

L uther, to be confined in a monastery for two years, and to abstain from
preaching for two years after hisliberation. The poor man had to appear in the
cathedral of Seville, and to retract, among other propositions, the following.— ‘A
life of action is more meritorious than alife of contemplation. A larger number of
Christians are saved in the married state than in all other states.” Charles the Fifth,
determined at all cost to rescue his chaplain from imprisonment, applied to the
pope, who by a brief of May 29, 1538, ordered that Virves should be set at
liberty, and be again allowed to preach. Charles now nominated him bishop of the
Canary Islands. After some hesitation, the pope consented to the appointment,
and in 1540 the heretic was invested with the episcopal miter. In the following
year he published at Antwerp his Philippicoe Disputationes, in which his
objections to the doctrines of Luther are set forth. In the same book, however, he
asserted that heretics ought not to beill-used, but persuaded, and this especialy
by setting before them the testimonies of Holy Scripture; because all Scripture
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given by inspiration of God is profitable, says St. Paul, for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction. Alfonso Virves was one of those Spaniards whom the Inquisition
prevented from becoming evangelical, but could not succeed in making papistical

and ultramontane. f41
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Virves was not the only Spaniard who imbibed in Germany views which nearly
approached to those of the Reformation. Several learnt more than he did in the
land of Luther, and exerted an influence on the Peninsula. Curiosity was
awakened, and people wanted to know what that reformation was of which so
much was said. Spain, rigid and antique, began to be astir. Meetings were held in
the country and secret associations were formed. The Inquisition, astonished,
turned in all directionsits searching eyes. In vain were learned theol ogians sent to
Germany and other lands for the purpose of bringing back to the church of Rome
those who were leaving it. The doctors themselves returned to Spain, conquered
by the truth against which they were to fight. 142 Many of them became victimsto
their faith after their return to their native land; others became martyrsin foreign
lands.
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CHAPTER 2.

REFORMATION AND INQUISITION.

SeviLLE and Valladolid were the two principal scats of the awakening. These
towns were at this time, properly speaking, the two capitals of Spain. In both of
them evangelical Christians used to meet together secretly to worship God in
spirit and in truth, and to confirm each other in the faith and in obedience to the
commandments of the Lord. There were monasteries nearly all the members of
which had received the doctrine of the gospel. It had, moreover, adherents
scattered about in all parts of the Peninsula. Rodrigo de Valerio, the lay reformer
of Spain, continued hislaborsin Seville. He held conversations daily with the
priests and the monks. ‘ Pray how comesit to pass,” he said to them, ‘that not only
the clergy but the whole Christian community isfound to be in so lamentable a
condition that there seems to be hardly any hope of aremedy for it? It is you that
are the cause of this state of things. The corruption of your order has corrupted
everything. Lose no time in applying an efficient remedy to so vast an evil. Be
yourselves transformed that you may be able to transform others.” Valerio
supported these el oquent appeals by the declarations of Holy Scripture. The
priests were astonished and indignant. * Whence comes the audacity,” they said,

‘with which you assail those who are the very lights and pillars of the Church? 43
How dare a mere layman, an unlettered man, who has been occupied solely in
secular affairs and in ruining himself, speak with such insolence?... Who
commissioned you, and where is the seal of your calling? *Assuredly,” replied
Valerio, candidly, ‘I did not acquire this wisdom from your corrupt morals; it
comes from the Spirit of God, which flows, like rivers of living water, from those
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who believe in Jesus Christ. Asfor my boldness, it is given by him who sends
me. Heisthe truth itself which | proclaim. The Spirit of God is nhot bound to any
order, least of al to that of a corrupt clergy. Those men were laymen, plain
fishermen, who convicted of blindness the whole learned synagogue, and called
the world to the knowledge of salvation.’

<- Previous First Next->

http://biblecentre.net/history/hist_ref/vol8/vol834.html (2 of 2) [28/08/2003 11:38:36 a.m.]



History of the Reformation Vol 8

<- Previous First Next->

36

Thus spoke Rodrigo; and he was distressed to see all these priests ‘ unable to
endure the shining light of the Gospel.” One great consolation was given to him.
The preacher of Seville cathedral at this time was John Gil, or Egidius, a doctor,
born at Olvera, in Aragon, and educated at the university of Alcala. He possessed
the qualities of an orator; for he was a man of fine character and of keen
sensibility. But these essential qualities, instead of being developed at the
university, had lain dormant. The intellectual faculty alone had been cultivated.
There was afirein the man’s nature, but it had been quenched by Scholasticism.
Egidius had plunged into the study of the theology of the schools, the only
science then in vogue in Spain. In this he had distinguished himself, had won the
highest academical honors, and had become professor of theology at Siguenza.
He was not content with letting the Word of God alone; he openly avowed
contempt for the study of it, ridiculed such members of the university as
diligently read the sacred books, and with a shrug of the shoulders used to call
them ‘those good Biblists.” Peter Lombard, Thomas Aquinas, Scotus, and other
doctors of the same class, were the men for him. His flatterers went so far asto
allege that he surpassed them. As the reputation of Egidius was spreading far and
wide, when the office of chief canon or preacher of the cathedral of Seville
became vacant, the chapter unanimously elected him, and even dispensed with
the trial usual in such cases. Egidius, absorbed in his Scholastic books, had never
preached in public nor studied the Holy Scriptures. He nevertheless fancied that
nothing could be easier to him than preaching, which in his view was an inferior
office. He expected even that he should dazzle his hearers by the blaze of
Scholasticism, and attract them by its charms. He therefore ascended the pulpit of
the cathedral of the capital of Andalusia. A numerous congregation had
assembled, and expecting something wonderful were very attentive. The
illustrious doctor preached, but after the Scholastic fashion. Having put forward
some proposition, he explained its various meanings. The terms which he made
use of were those of the schools, and his hearers could hardly understand them.
What frivolous distinctions! What profitless questions! The preacher thought it all
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very fine his audience felt it to be very tiresome. They gave him, however, a
second and athird hearing; but it was always the same—dry and wearisome. The
famous theol ogian was thus the least popular of the preachers, and Egidius saw

his congregation lessening day by day. His sermons fell into the greatest
contempt, among the people.
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Those who had imprudently called him to the post began to consider how they
could get rid of him; and the preacher himself, anxious about his reputation and
the usefulness of his ministry, began to look out for aless brilliant position, in

which people might make more account of him. 44

Rodrigo had gone with the multitude, and was one of those who were dissatisfied
with these Scholastic discourses. But he was gifted with the discerning of spirits,
and beneath the Scholastic doctor he had been able to recognize the orator and his
indisputable abilities. He was grieved to see the gifts of God thus thrown away,
and he resolved to speak frankly to Egidius. ‘ Divine Providence,” saysthe
chronicler, ‘impelled him to this course.” Having made request, therefore, for an
interview with the canon, Valerio, received by him with some feeling of surprise,
but still with kindliness, began at once to speak to him about the function of the
Christian orator. 45 This function, in his view, was not to set forth certain theses
and anti-theses, but to address the consciences of men, to present Christ to them
as the author of eternal salvation, and to press them to throw them selvesinto the
arms of this Savior, that through him they might become new creatures. ‘Y ou are
in need of other studies,’ he said to the schoolman, ‘ other books, and other guides
than those which you have chosen.” Egidius was at first astounded; his pride
rebelled. ‘What audacity!’ he thought; ‘this man sprung from the common people,
ignorant and of feeble understanding, dares to criticize me, and confidently to
teach me, aman with whom he is hardly acquainted!’ 46 Nevertheless, the
natural kindliness of Egidius, and the reflection that Rodrigo was speaking of the
art of preaching, in which he had miserably failed, repressed this first emotion.
He kept his self-possession and listened attentively to the layman. Rodrigo
frankly pointed out to him the defects of his manner of preaching, and exhorted
him to search the Scriptures. ‘Y ou will never succeed,” he said, ‘in becoming
really powerful asateacher unless you study the Bible day and night.’ 147 He told
him that in order to preach salvation he must first have found it himself, and that
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out of the abundance of the heart the mouth must speak. A few hours sufficed for
the enlightenment of Egidius; and from this time he became a new man. 148 How
many years had he lost, both as student and as professor! ‘| perceive,’ said he,
‘that all the studies and all the labors of my past life have been vain. | now enter
upon the new path of awisdom of which | did
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not know the A B C.” The weariness and degjection of Egidius were now over, and
he felt great peace and joy. He saw God opening to him the treasury of hislove.
‘The heavens were beginning to be serene and the earth peaceful.” Egidius was
naturally very open-hearted, frank, and sincere. The gospel, the great revelation
of God's love, had for him an unspeakable charm. He received it joyfully, and his
heart resounded with a new song. He studied the Holy Scriptures, prayed,
meditated, and read good authors,; and thus made progress in the knowledge of
true theology.

Rodrigo de Valerio was made glad by the wonderful change which God had
wrought through his ministry; and the victory which he had won raised still

higher his burning zeal. He began to proclaim the gospel not only in private
meetings, but in public, in the streets and squares of the town, near the Giralda,
the convent of Buena Vitta, the Alcazar, and on the banks of the Guadalquivir. He
was denounced to the holy office, and when he appeared before the tribunal of the
Inquisition he spoke earnestly about the real church of Christ, set forth its
distinguishing marks, and especially insisted on the justification of man by faith.
Thistook place alittle while after the conversion of Egidius, whose new faith was
not yet known, and who still enjoyed in society the reputation of a scholar and a
good Catholic. Glad of an opportunity of repaying his great debt, he came before
the tribunal and defended his friend. He thus exerted an influence over the judges,
and they took into consideration the lowliness of Valerio’'s family and the rank
which he held in society. Moreover, they said, Valerio istainted with insanity,
and it can hardly be necessary to hand over a madman to the secular power. His
goods were confiscated, he was exhorted to return to the right path, and was then
set at liberty.

The astonishing change which had been effected in Egidius was soon remarked at
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Seville. Now fully persuaded of the need of repentance and faith, and possessing
salvation by personal experience, 49 his preaching was henceforth as simple,
affectionate, and fervent as it had before been cold, ignorant, and pedantic.
Abstract propositions and fruitless disputations now gave place to powerful
appeals to conscience and to entreaties full of charity. Genera attention was
aroused. Once more a multitude thronged the noble cathedral, erected on the very
spot on which the Arabs had formerly built a magnificent mosgue, in which
neither atar nor image was to be seen, but which was brilliant with marbles and
lamps.
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The Christians were now summoned to hear the good news by bellsin the summit
of the Mohammedan tower, the Giralda, whence the muezzins had once called the
people to prayer. This was the sole remnant of the mosque, and it gave its name to
the church. Jesus Christ now took the place of the false prophet and the vain
forms of the papacy; and many believed in the grace of the Son of God. In the
discourses of Egidius there was a charm which was felt alike by the educated and
the ignorant. He was the most animated and the most popular preacher who had
ever appeared at Seville; and his history shows, better perhaps than that of any
other preacher, that the first quality of an orator is a heart burning with love and
with fervent emotion. Pectus facit oratorem. This man had received from God the
excellent gift of penetrating the souls of those who heard him with adivine fire
150 \which animated all their deeds of piety and fitted them to endure lovingly the
cross with which they were threatened. Christ was with him in hisministry, says
one of those who were converted by him; and this divine master himself

engraved, by the virtue of his Spirit, the words of his servant on the hearts of his
hearers. 51 Valerio was the layman of the Reformation; Egidius became its
minister.

He was not long alone. During his residence at Alcala, three students were
observed to be united in close friendship with each other. These were John
Egidius, Constantine Ponce de la Fuente, and VVargas. Now these two old fellow-
students arrived at Seville. The Castilian, Constantine Ponce de la Fuente, was
born at St. Clement, in the diocese of Cuenca. The inhabitants of these districts
concealed under an aspect of coldness afree and boisterous gaiety. Ponce de la
Fuente was certainly one of these people. He had a caustic humor, was alover of
pleasure, and ardent in all that he did. His youth had been somewhat dissipated,
and for this he was afterwards reproached by his enemies. But he possessed also
good sense and a moral disposition, which soon led him to embrace a more
regular life, even before he was acquainted with the gospel. He never |ost,
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however, his cheerfulness and his wit. He was animated by a strong desire to gain
solid knowledge, and at the same time he felt great aversion to the pedantry and
barbarism of the schools. In some respects he was like Erasmus. He was a son of
the Renaissance, and, like his master enjoyed ridiculing the ignorance of the

monks, the fooleries of the preachers, and the hypocrisy of the pharisees.
Although he had not the genius of the great man of

<- Previous First Next->

http://biblecentre.net/history/hist_ref/vol8/vol838.html (2 of 2) [28/08/2003 11:40:20 a.m.]



History of the Reformation Vol 8

<- Previous First Next->

40

|etters, in some points he surpassed him. There was more depth in his faith and
more decision in his character. Contradictory qualities met in his nature. He
would hurl in all directions his satirical darts, and yet he was full of benevolence
and generosity, and was always ready to give assistance to anyone. It was,
moreover, said of him that no one ever loved or hated him moderately. His
acguaintance with the human heart, his knowledge of the egotism and the
indifference which are found even in the best men, made him very scrupulousin
the selection of hisfriends. But he deeply loved the few to whom he was
attached; and with his great acquirements he combined a free and cordial manner.

Ponce de la Fuente was apparently detained at Seville by the report of the
conversion of Egidius and of the great sensation which his discourses were
producing in that town. Like Vargas, he hungered and thirsted for atruth which
should satisfy all his wants, and which was as yet unknown to him. That which
these two were still in search of, they learnt that the third had found. They
hastened to his presence. They found Egidius convinced that the knowledge of
Christ surpasses everything besides, so that in order to obtain it there is nothing
which ought not to be given up. He had found it the chief good. He had gained it
by faith, and he was prepared for the sake of keeping it to lose al that he
possessed. The communion of the three friends became more and more intimate,
their friendship sweeter and sweeter. 152 |n their intercourse with each other they
found so much solace and so much profit to their souls that when they were
parted they sighed for the moment when they should meet again. Their souls were
one. Egidius made known evangelical truth to his old fellow-students; and on
their part Vargas, and still more de la Fuente, ‘the extent of whose knowledge
was marvellous,” 133 gave him a wholesome impulse, under the influence of
which he made rapid progress both in sound literature and true theology. The
brotherly affection which united them filled their hearts with joy; and thisjoy,
says areformer, was perfumed with the sweet odor of the service of God.
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Thethree friends formed a plan, and combined their efforts to spread true piety
around them. Egidius and de la Fuente divided between them the work of
preaching. Their manner of speaking differed. While Egidius had much openness
of heart, de la Fuente had much openness of intellect. In the discourses of Egidius
there was more fire; more light in those of de la
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Fuente. The former took souls captive; the latter enlightened understandings, and
obtained, says a historian, 4 as much and even more applause than his master.
This means doubtless that his influence was still more powerful. Vargas had
undertaken another department, that of practical exegesis. At first he explained in
the church the Gospel according to St. Matthew, as Zwingli had done at Zurich;
and afterwards the Psalms. fs5 These three evangelists spoke with a sacred
authority, and with admirable unity. ‘What harmony,” people said, ‘prevails
between Egidius, Constantine, and Vargas!” But nobody suspected that the word
spoken by these three powerful teachers was the evangelical doctrine then being
preached by Luther, Farel, and the other reformers. There was no more reference
to them in the discourses of the Spaniards than if they had not existed. All those
souls which thirsted for the truth would have been alarmed at the names of these
men, hereticsin their eyes; but they were attracted by the words full of grace and
truth which were those of John, Peter, and Paul, nay, rather of Jesus himself. The
sheep entered into the fold in which were already those who were elsewhere
called by Melanchthon and by Calvin, without in the least suspecting the fact.
Their strong but invisible bond of union was Christ, whose grace operated silently
but with the same efficacy on the banks of the Elbe, the Rhone, and the
Guadalquivir.

The reputation of Ponce de la Fuente was ere long as widespread as that of
Egidius. There was one mature in his character which doubled, nay, which
multiplied a hundredfold the force and result of his preaching. He was free from
vanity. This besetting sin of the orator, a vice which paralyses his influence, had
no place in him. He was quite exempt from that exalted opinion of himself which
IS so natural to the human heart, and especially to the public speaker. He had
recovered the first of al loves—the love of God; and this so filled his soul that it
left no room for any other. He was indifferent to the praises of his hearers, and his
only thought was how to win their hearts for God. His reputation procured him
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severa calls. The chapter of Cuenca unanimoudly invited him to be preacher at
the cathedral. By accepting the invitation he would have gained an honorable
position in his own province; but he chose rather to remain the curate of Egidius.
Some time afterwards a deputation arrived at Seville, commissioned to announce
to de la Fuente that he was called to succeed the titular bishop of

<- Previous First Next->

http://biblecentre.net/history/hist_ref/vol8/vol840.html (2 of 2) [28/08/2003 11:40:58 a.m.]



History of the Reformation Vol 8

<- Previous First Next->

42

Utica as preacher at the metropolitan church of Toledo, an office of high honor
and very much sought after. 56 No one doubted that he would accept a place
which was the object of ambition to so many men. De la Fuente, having no wish
to leave Seville, where a great door was opened to him, declined the offer. The
canons persisted in their application, pressed him and seemed bent on compelling
him. In order to get rid of their importunity, Ponce availed himself of an objection
which was certainly in character with the turn of his mind. In the church of
Toledo a dispute was at this time going on between several members of the
chapter and the cardinal-archbishop John de Martinez Siliceo, who had decreed
that the candidates el ected by the chapter should be bound to prove that they were
descended from blameless ancestors. Now de la Fuente had no reason to fear this
rule more than any other; but being driven to extremities, he replied to the
deputies with an arch smile that ‘the bones of his ancestors had rested in peace for
many years, and that he would not disturb their repose.’

It was inevitable that the labors of these evangelical men should arouse at Seville
alively opposition. The more the hearers of the three evangelists were rescued by
their preaching from the darkness of ignorance, and the more they shook off the
dust of the middle ages, so much the more they esteemed the noble men to whom
they were indebted for the light, and the less respect they felt for the troop of
hypocrites who had so long destroyed their souls by their teaching. 57
Conseguently the palace of the Inquisition resounded with complaints, and
nothing but threats was to be heard in the castle of Triana, situated in a suburb of
Seville, in which the tribunal of the holy office was established. The evangelists,
however, had friends so numerous and so powerful that the inquisitors did not
dare at present to attack them. They turned their attention to the other preachers,
endeavored to awaken them, and implored them to defend the faith of Rome, now
so terribly shaken. And, in fact, the priests attached to ancient superstitions ere
long arose as out of along sleep and warmed their torpid zeal. The fire of Rome,
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well-nigh extinct, was rekindled. There were two campsin Seville. Over the
cathedral floated the banner of the gospel; in amost al the other churches was

raised the flag of the papacy. A contemporary asserts that it was the flag of
Epictetus, and he thinks that these priests were rather inferior to the Stoic
philosopher. 58 ‘Unstring
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your rosaries and your beads more frequently,” said the priests; ‘get many masses
said; abstain from meat; go on pilgrimage; have such and such dresses, such an
aspect, and other poor things of the like kind.” 152 A fine mask of piety,” people
used to say; ‘but if you examine these things more closely, what do you find? At
the cathedral, on the contrary, the preachers urged their hearers to read the Holy
Scriptures; they set forth the merits of a crucified Savior and called upon men to
place all their trust in him. The evangelical preachers were fewer in number than
the others, but around them were gathered the best part of the population.
Gradually the books of the Roman service were laid aside and gave place to the
gospel. Many hearts were attracted by the Word of God. The religion of form lost
many of its adherents, and the religion of the spirit gained them. Among these
were several inmates of the convent of the Hieronymites, in San Isidro del
Campo. But for the Inquisition, the Reformation would have transformed Spain
and secured the prosperity and welfare of its people.

Ponce de la Fuente, above al, charmed his hearers not only by the beauty of the
doctrine which he proclaimed, but also by the purity and elegance of his
language, and by the overpowering bursts of his eloquence. Those who heard it
exclaimed, ‘A miracle!” 160 Ponce was a great observer, and this both by nature
and by choice. He took his stand as it were upon a height, and set himself to
consider attentively all that presented itself to him— physical phenomena, moral

affections, and human affairs. 161 By means of hislearning, his experience, and
his knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, he was able to contemplate as from an
elevated position all things human and divine. He had also all accurate judgment,
aquality of the first importance to a preacher. He had a sense of the just value of
things; discretion not only guided him in all his actions, but also inspired all his
words. This explains the-popularity which he ere long enjoyed. In hisview the
tact of the orator should teach him to avoid whatever would uselessly shock the
hearer, and to seek after everything which could bring souls to salvation. On the
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days when he preached, Seville cathedral presented the finest spectacle. His
service was usually at eight o’ clock in the morning; and the concourse of people
was SO great that as early as four o’ clock, frequently even at three, hardly a place
in the church was left vacant. f62 |t was openly asserted in Seville that Ponce de la
Fuente surpassed the most illustrious orators of his own age and of the age which
had preceded it. 163
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In spite of the extraordinary popularity which he enjoyed, he had remained one of
the simplest of men, free from the love of money, without ambition, satisfied with
frugal diet, with asmall library, and not caring for that wealth for the sake of
which certain public pests, said one of his friends, ravaged the church of God. He
had given proof of this by refusing the rich canonry of Toledo.

During many years Seville, more fortunate in this respect than any other townin
Spain, 64 heard the pure gospel of Christ proclaimed. Besides the servicein the
cathedral, there were meetings of a more private character in some of the houses.
The abundant harvest which the fertile soil of Spain afterwards yielded was the
fruit of these laborious sowings. 62 De |a Fuente, Egidius, and Vargas, men as
remarkable for their doctrine asfor their life, were the first great sowers of the
good seed in the Peninsula. ‘ They deserve,” said one of their good friends, ‘to be
held in perpetual remembrance.” Who can tell what might have happened in
Spain if the work of these three associated Christians could have been longer
carried on? But on a sudden Egidius found himself deprived of histwo
companions in arms, and thisin most diverse ways.

Charles the Fifth happened to be in Spain just at the time when Ponce de la
Fuente was achieving the greatest success. The emperor came to Seville; and in
consequence of the high praise of the preacher which reached him from all
guarters he wished to hear him. Charles was delighted. He was fond of fine
things, and the same doctrines which, when professed in Belgium, in some
obscure conventicle by a cutler or afurrier, he punished as frightful heresies, did
not offend him when they came from the lips of a great orator, and were
proclaimed to an immense crowd in the most beautiful church in Spain. He
almost believed that talent was orthodox. We have moreover remarked that one of
the characteristics of de la Fuente was to preach the pure gospel, avoiding

http://biblecentre.net/history/hist_ref/vol8/vol843.html (1 of 2) [28/08/2003 11:42:09 a.m.]



History of the Reformation Vol 8

everything which might shock his hearers. The emperor sent for him to the
palace. Charmed with his conversation, his intelligence, and his polished and
agreeable manners, he named him one of his chaplains. To this appointment he
soon added the office of almoner, and invited him to follow him beyond the
Pyrenees. De la Fuente, being attached to Seville, would gladly have declined the
call, as he had those from Cuenca and Toledo. But thistime it was his sovereign
who called him. The will of Charles the Fifth was law, and there was no
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way of escape. Moreover this call, in hisjudgment, came from God himself. He,
therefore, prepared for his departure. Strange to say, the emperor charged him to
accompany his son Philip into the Netherlands and to England. f66 | intend,” he
said, ‘to show the Flemings that Spain is not without her amiable scholars and
eminent orators.” De la Fuente, therefore, accompanied Philip. He afterwards
regjoined Charles in Germany, discharged the duties of chaplain to him, and had
the opportunity of making the acquaintance of some of the reformers.

The departure of Ponce de la Fuente | eft the Roman party at Seville more at ease.
They resolved now to get rid first of Vargas. This theologian, who perhaps had
neither the tact of de la Fuente nor the fervor of Egidius, was just on the point of
being cited before the tribunals when he died. Egidius thus left alone felt keenly
the loss of hisfriends. He was to have no more intimate communion, no more
familiar conversations. The illustrious preacher encountered everywhere hostile
looks, and had no longer afriendly ear into which he could pour his sorrow. His
singular openheartedness exposed him more than others to hatred. Simple and
candid, when called to speak from the chief pulpit of Seville, he attacked the
enemies of the light more openly and more frequently than his colleagues had
done. 67 Consequently, his adversaries, full of anger against him, put into
circulation the most unfavorable reports of his orthodoxy. They surrounded him
with secret agents, who were instructed to pick up his sayings and to spy out his
proceedings; and they schemed among themselves what course they must take to
get rid of a man whom they detested. Egidius was left alone; but even aone he
was a power in Seville. If his enemies could succeed in overthrowing him, the
Inquisition would then reign without arival. Unfortunately for these fanatical
men, Egidius counted a large number of friends among all classes. After a careful
examination of all the circumstances, they had not courage publicly to accuse
him. There was need of the brilliant popularity of which he was subsequently the
object to raise their irritation to such a pitch that they determined to proceed to
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extremities.

The inquisitors did not stop here. Rodrigo de Valerio, after having been set at
liberty, on the ground, they said, that he was merely mad, had refrained, by the
desire of hisfriends, from publicly preaching the gospel. Unwilling, however, to
do absolutely nothing, he had gathered together a certain
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number of hisfriends and had in afamiliar way interpreted to them the Epistle of
St. Paul to the Romans, that ocean, as Chrysostom called it, which meets us
everywhere at the beginning of the awakenings. 168 Some of those who listened to
him persevered in the faith; others, at alater time, rgjected it. Among the latter in
particular was Peter Diaz, who having forsaken the gospel entered the Society of

Jesuits and died at Mexico. 169 But the brave Rodrigo could not long submit to
thisrestriction. Ought he to shrink, he said to himself, from exposing his liberty,
or even hislife, when the gospel was at stake? Others had given their livesfor a
|ess object than this. He was in hope, moreover, of arousing by his own example
other combatants who should finally win the victory. He, therefore, laid aside
timid precautions and began again to point out publicly the errors and
superstitions of Rome. He was once more denounced, and was arrested by the
Inquisition, which was quite determined this time not to let dip the pretended
madman, he was sentenced to imprisonment for life and to wear the san benito, a
cloak of ayellow color, the usual garb of the victims of the Inquisition. Every
Sunday and feast-day, Valerio was taken, as well as other penitents, by the
familiars of the holy office to Saint Saviors Church, at Seville, to hear both the
sermon and the high mass. He appeared as a penitent without repentance. He
could not listen to the doctrine of the monks without in some way showing his
opposition to it. He would sometimes rise from his seat, and, while the whole
assembly fixed their eyes on him, put questions to the preacher, refute his

doctrines, and entreat his hearersto take care they did not receive them. £70
Rodrigo could not hear a doctrine contrary to the gospel without his whole soul
being stirred within him. The inquisitors, steadily persuaded of his madness, at
first excused these interpretations, which to them seemed to be the clearest proof
of his malady. But the discourses of thisinsane man were so reasonable that they
produced an impression. The inquisitors at length confined him in a convent on
the coast of San Lucar, where all society was forbidden him; and here he died at
about the age of fifty. His san benito was exhibited in the metropolitan Church of
Seville, with this inscription.— Rodrigo Valerio, a false apostle who gave out
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that he was sent of God. It was after the departure of de la Fuente from Seville
that the final sentence was pronounced against Valerio.
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CHAPTER 3

SPAIN OUT OF SPAIN.

(1537—1545.)

The Spaniards who at this epoch distinguished themselves by the purest faith
were those who, having been by various circumstances transported into Germany
and the Netherlands, were there brought into contact with the Reformation and its
most remarkable men. Thus it happens that respecting these we possess the most
detailed information. We are, therefore, called to ook in this chapter and the
following ones at Spain out of Spain.

While Seville was a great evangelical center in the South, and the foremost town
In Spain at the epoch of the Reformation, there were also cities in the north of the
Peninsula which were distinguished by some remarkable features, particularly
Valladolid and Burgos. The latter town, situated in afertile country, and once the
capital of Castile, gave birth to four young men, who were afterwards noted for
their devotion to the gospel, but who spent most of their lives beyond the
Pyrenees. These were James, Francis and John de Enzinas, sons of arespectable
citizen of Burgos, who had kinsmen of noble rank and high connections, and
Francis San Romano, of more humble origin, but whose parents were ‘ good
honest people.” His father was acalde of Bribiesca.

These four young men, aimost of the same age, were comrades at Burgos.
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f71 FOr various reasons they quitted the town in their youth. The father of the
Enzinas, aman in his way ambitious for his children, and holding firmly by his
authority as afather, continued to rule his sons even after they had attained their
majority. He sent them to complete their education at the university of Louvain,
partly because the course of study there was of a more liberal cast than in Spain,
and partly because he had kinsmen settled in the Netherlands, some of whom
were at the court and enjoyed the favor of Charles the Fifth. It appeared to him
that afine career was
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there open to their ambition, and that they would perhaps ultimately rise to the
high position of their father. They were indeed to find a career, but one of a more
noble and glorious kind.

The Enzinas, having arrived in the Netherlands before 1540, applied themselves
zealoudly to their studies. They were all of them, and especially Francis, desirous
of discovering all that was true and good, fully determined to communicate to
others the truths which they had acquired, filled with courage to defend them
against all attacks and with perseverance to continue in the face of danger faithful
to their convictions.

f72 They had the Spanish temperament, depth and fervor of soul, seriousness and
reflectiveness of understanding; and some faults of their nature were corrected by
Christian faith. Their language had not only stateliness but thought. The sense of
honor did not in them degenerate into pride, asis so often the case; and their
religious faith, by the influence of the gospel, was preserved from superstition.
They have been known under different namesin different countries. Their family
name Enzinas, which in Spanish denotes a species of oak, was as usual hellenized
in Germany, where they bore the name of Dryander, and was turned into French
In France, where they were sometimes called Duchesne.

These three young men had ataste for literature, and made rapid progressin it.
While the truly noble and liberal bent of their intellect separated them from the
theologians who were virtually imprisoned within the walls of the Scholastic
method and doctrine, their naturally religious disposition, the common
characteristic of their countrymen, led them to seek out the pious men of their
day. Two of these were the means of bringing them over from Roman
Catholicism to evangelical Protestantism; both of them conciliatory men, who,
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though they belonged especially to one of the two categories, maintained at the
same time some relations with the other. One of them stood on the Catholic side,
the other on the Protestant; but they had both been desirous of bringing about a
reconciliation between the Reformation and Catholicism. One of these men was
George Cassander, born in 1515, probably in the isand of Cassandria, at the
mouth of the Scheldt. He was a good scholar, and was a perfect master of
languages and literature, law and theology, and taught with great reputation in
various universities in the Netherlands. Sincerely pious, he made it the purpose of
his life to demonstrate the agreement of the two partiesin essential
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doctrines and to endeavor to unite them. With thisintent he published various

works? f72a The emperor Ferdinand at a later time requested him to work for this
end. The Enzinas associated themselves with him. An intimate friendship grew up
between them; they had frequent conversations and wrote to each other when

separated. 73 But while the Catholics thought that Cassander conceded too much
to the Protestants, the latter, and especially Calvin, complained that he conceded
too much to the Catholics. He did, in fact, remain always united with the Roman
church, declared that he submitted to its judgment, and openly condemned schism
and its authors. The three brothers, endowed with an honest spirit, were resolved
to get to the bottom of things. The spirit of Cassander, timid, as they thought, and
the inadequacy of the reforms which he allowed to be desirable, displeased them;
and they gradually withdrew from him. They looked for better guides, and studied
the Holy Scriptures. By public report they heard of Melanchthon, and they began
to read and to meditate on his writings. He was their second teacher, more
enlightened, more evangelical, and more illustrious than the first. Melanchthon
laid open to their understanding in a homines manner the sacred Epistles. He
revealed to hisreader the grace of Jesus Christ, and this without the asperity and
the violent language which are sometimes to be met with in Luther.

Melanchthon’ s moderation charmed them. They had found their master.

About the close of 1537, Francis Enzinas, then from twenty to twenty- five years
of age, was recalled by hisfamily to Burgos. Hisrelative, Peter de Lerma, had
just been prosecuted by the Inquisition. It was supposed that the views for which
proceedings had been taken against him were to be attributed to his sojourn at
Paris. Those inhabitants of Burgos who had sent their sonsto foreign universities
were alarmed lest; their children and themselves should be subjected to the
severities of the Inquisition. Thiswas mainly the cause of the return of Francisto
Burgos. ‘At that time,” says he, ‘| was assailed by earnest remonstrances on the
part of my parents, and | began to be looked on with suspicion by many great
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persons, because | would not comply with their requirements and give up the

studies, the savor of which | had already tasted.’ 74 His aged uncle, Peter de
Lerma, was at thistime at Burgos. Francis went to see him, and found him
unhappy and dispirited, unable to reconcile himself to the
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thought of living in a country where a man must either be in agreement with the
Inquisition or become its victim.

‘Ah!” said he, ‘| can no longer remain in Spain. It isimpossible for men of
learning to dwell in safety in the midst of so many persecutors.” What though he
was now nearly eighty years old? What though he must renounce, if he quitted
Spain, all his goods and all his honors? He determined to seek after another abode
in which he might end his days in peace. He would not hear of delay either on
account of the season of the year, when storms are most to be dreaded, or on
account of the war which was raging beyond the Pyrenees. He was resolved to
leave Spain immediately. Perhaps he was encouraged not to put off his departure
by the thought that the younger Enzinas might be of some serviceto himin
carrying out his project. The old man embarked on a vessel which was sailing for
Flanders. On his arrival there he betook himself to Paris, where he had formerly
resided. During hisfirst stay in the capital of France, De Lerma had been made
doctor of the Sorbonne; he now found himself the most aged member of the
University. His friends, persuaded that he had been persecuted unjustly, received
him with much respect. He spent four years at Paris.

Francis had returned to Louvain. A great thought had by this time taken
possession of his mind. His supreme desire was to see Spain converted to the
gospel. Now what means so mighty for this end as to give to the land the Word of
God, and what a happiness it would be for him to enrich his native country with
thistreasure! In former ages the Bible had been tranglated, but the Inquisition had
flung it into the flames. Hardly a single copy had escaped; /5 and Spaniards
proudly boasted of the fact that their |language had never served to dishonor the
Book of God by exposing it to profane eyes. Enzinas, in common with others,
supposed that the New Testament had never yet been translated into Spanish. He
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therefore zealously undertook this task. But when he had made a beginning he felt
that it was not in the Netherlands that he could conveniently accomplishit. The
superstitions prevalent around him, and the annoyances which he had to endure
on the part of the fanatical ultramontanes, made him ardently long to leave
Louvain. At the same time he felt the need of avisit to Wittenberg, to talk over
his work with Luther and Melanchthon, that he might profit by their larger
knowledge. He was already acquainted with
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their writings, but he wished for their counsel, and desired an introduction to
them.

Enzinas had met Alasco at Louvain in 1536, when the latter, after leaving Poland,
had directed his steps to the Netherlan